This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


Uii  . 


Loi 


I'll  (  4ill#rtiir»t 


T     H     B 


ROMAN  HISTORY 


From  the  Foundation  of  the 

CITY    OF     ROME, 

To  the  D  I  8  T  R  u  c  T  I  o  N  of  the 

WESTERN     EMPIRE. 
Bv    Dr.    goldsmith. 

THE     SECOND     EDITION. 
VOL.        II. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  S.  Baksr  and  G.  Leigh,  in  York-Strbkt  ; 
T.  Davies,  in  Russkl-Street,  CoventtGarbin  ; 
and  L.  Davis,  in  Holborn. 


M   BCC  LX7t\ 


'.-V. 


..  i 


.1  • 


f*. 


CONTENTS 


OF        THE 


SECOND     VOLUME. 


CHAP.        I. 

T  P^g« 

J  ULIUS  C^S  AR,  the  firft  emperor  of  Rome,      i 

CHAP.        II. 

From  the  death  of  Czfar  to  the  battle  of  Ac- 
tium  and  the  death  of  Antony,  which  fettled 
the  conftitution  in  Auguftus.  —  -—at 

CHAP.        III. 

From  the  death  of  Antony,  to  the  death  of  Au- 
guftus. —  *— -  i— —  98 

CHAP.        IV. 
Tiberius^  the  third  emperor  of  Rome.    —      —  121 


ii  CONTENTS. 

Paje 
CHAR        V. 

Caligula,  the  fourth  emperor  of.Romc.  —     —  159 

►>  C    9    A    P*        VI. 

Claudius,  the  Jifth  emper<Jr  of  Rome.  — —  t88 

C    H    A    P.  .     VII. 
Nero,  the  fixth  emperor  of  Rome.    -    -     -    -  214 

•      CHAP.        VIII. 
Scrgius  Galba,  the  feventh  emperor  of  Rome.      253 

CHAP.        IX. 
Otho,  the  eighth  emperor  of  Rome.    -     -      -  262 

CHAP.        X. 

Vitcllius,  the  ninth  emperor  of  Rome.   -    •    -  270 

CHAP.         XI. 

Vefpafian,  the  tenth  emperor  of  Rome.     -      -  283 

C    If    A    P.        XII. 
Titus,  the  eleventh  emperor  of  Rome.    -    -    -299 

CHAP.        XIII. 
Domitian,  the  twelfth  emperor  of  Rome.    -    •  304 

CHAP.        XIV. 
Ncrf  a,  the  thirteenth  emperor  of  Rome.     -    -317 


CONTENTS.  iii 

Page 
CHAP.        XV. 

Trajan,  the  fourtccutb  eoipcrpr  of  Rome.  -    -  323 

CHAP.        XVI. 
AdriAD,  the  fifteenth  emperor  of  Rome.    -      -  337 

CHAP.        XVII. 
Antoninus  Pius,  the  fixteenth  emperor  of  Rome.  352 

CHAP.*    XVIII. 

Marcus  Aurelius,*  otherwife  called  Antoninus  the 
Philofopher,  .tl\e  feventeenth  emperor  of 
Rome.     -------  356 

CHAP.        XIX. 
Commodus,  the  eighteenth  emperor  of  Rome.     376 

CHAP.        XX. 
Peitinax,  the  jiineteenth  emperor  of  Rome.    —  383 

CHAP.        XXI. 

Didius  Julian,  the  twentieth  e^nperor  of  Rome.  3S8 

CHAP.        XXII. 

Septimius  Severus,   the  t\9renty-firft  emperor  of 
Rome.  —        —       —        —        —  394 

CHAP.         XXIII. 
Caracalla  and  Geta,  the  twenty- fecond  emperor  ^ 
of  Rome.       •—        —        —        -^        «.  403 


ir  CONTENT    S* 


Page 


CHAP.        XXIV. 

OppHIiiis  Macrinus>  the  twenty-third  emperor  of 
Rome.        ^-  —  —         —        —  411 

CHAP.        XXV. 

Ilc?ic)gabalu5>    the    twrnty-fourtb    emperor   o  f 
Koine.  _  _         — .         —         —  ^l^ 

C    H    A    P.        XXVI. 
A!cxaLu!cr»  the  twcncy-fifch  emperor  of  Rome.    4  19 

CHAP.         XXVII. 

Miximin,  the  twenty-fixth  emperor  of  Rome.      425 

CHAP.       xxviir. 

Vupiemis    and   Batbinus,    makin*^   together  the 
twctttyfcvenlb  emperor  o£  Rooic.       —      —  438 

CHAP.        XXIX. 

Gcrdian,  the  twenty-eighth  em^>cror  of  Rome.    439 

C    If    A     P.         XXX. 

rialip,  the  twenty  ninth  c:rperor  vi  Rome.  441 

CHAP.       x::x:. 

Dccius,  the  thirtieth  emperor  of  Rome.  —  444 

C    H    A    P.        X\XIf. 
C^Uos,  tbc  thiity-lufelciiiptror  of  Rome.      —  446 


CONTENTS. 


Page 


CHAP-      xxxiir. 

Valeriaa,  the  thkcjr-recoAd  emperor  of  Roixie.    448 

CHAP-        XXXIV. 
GalicQus,  the  Airty-^hird  emperor  of  Rome.        450 

CHAP.        XXXV. 
OaudiuSy  the  thirty-Iiourth  emperor  of  Rome.     45} 

CHAP.        XXXVI. 
AureliaD)  the  thirty -fifth  emperor  of  Rome.        456 

CHAP.         XXXVIL 
Tacitus,  the  thirty-fixth  emperor  of  Rome.         462 

CHAP/         XXXVIII. 
Probusy  the  thirty. fcventh  emperor  of  Rome.       464 

CHAP,         XXXIX. 
Carus  and  his  two  fons,  Cartnus  and  Numerian, 
making  together  the  thirty-eighth  emperor  of 
Rome.         —         —  —         —        , —  ^6$ 

CHAP.        XL. 
DiocIeTiaii)  the  thirty-ninth  emperor  of  Rome.     470 

CHAP.         XLI. 
Conftantius  and  Galcriiis,  making  together  the 
fonieth  emperor  of  Rome.  —  '--47^ 


vi  CONTENTS. 

Page 
CHAP.        XLII. 

Conftantine  the  Great,  the  forty-firft  emperor  of 
Rome.  —  _  _  _  480 

CHAP.        XLIII. 

or  the  deftru£iion  of  the  Roman  empire,  after 
the  death  of  Conftantine,  and  the  events 
which  hafttned  ict  cataftrophe.  492 

3 


THE 

H    I    S   t   O   tl    Y 

O   If      THE 

EMt>IRE     OF     ROME. 


Julius  C/esar^   First  Eivip£ror. 

VJJESAR  has  been  much  celebrated  for  his 
fortune,  and  yet  his  abilities  feem  equal  to  his 
highcft  fuccefs.  He  poflcflcd  many  Ihining  qua- 
lities, without  the  intermixture  of  any  defedi  but 
that  of  ambition.  His  talents  were  fuch  as  would 
have  rendered  him  viftorious  at  the  head  of  any 
army  he  commanded,  and  he  would  have  go- 
verned in  any  republic  that  had  given  him  birthi 
Having  now  gained  a  moft  complete  vidory,  his 
fuccefs  only  feemed  to  increafe  his  aftivity,  and 
infpire  him  with  freJh  refolution  to  face  new 
dangers.  He  refolved,  therefore,  to  purfue  hi? 
Vol,  II.  B  Jaft 
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laft  advantage,  and  follow  Pbmpey  to  what- 
ever country  he  ftiould  retire ;  convinced  that 
during  his  life  he  might  gain  new  triumphs, 
but  could  never  enjoy  fecurity.  Hearing 
therefore  of  his  being  at  Amphipolis,  he  fent 
off  his  troops  before  him,  and  then  embarked 
on  board  a  little  frigate  in  order  to  crols  the 
Hellefpont  •,  but,  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreight, 
he  fell  in  with  one  of  Pompey's  commanders, 
at  the  head  of  ten  (hips  of  war.  Ca^far,  no 
way  terrified  at  the  fuperiority  of  his  force, 
bore  up  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to  fub- 
mit.  The  other  inftantly  obeyed,  awed  by 
the  terror  of  Caefar's  name,  and  furrendered 
himfelf  and  his  fleet  at  difcrction. 

From  thence  he  continued  his  voyage  to Ephe- 
fus,  and  then  to  Rhodes  *,  and,  being  informed 
that  Pompey  had  been  there  before  him,  he 
made  no  doubt  but  that  he  was  fled  to  E^ypt  % 
wherefore,  lofing  no  time,  he  fet  lail  for  that 
kingdom,  and  arrived  at  Alexandria  with  about 
four  tliouland  men ;  a  very  inconfiderable  force 
to  keep  fuch  a  powerful  kingdom  under  fub- 
jedtion.  But  he  was  now  grown  fo  fecure  in 
his  gooil  fortune,  that  he  expected  to  And 
obedience  wherever  he  found  men.  Upon  his 
landing,  the  firft  accounts  he  received  were  of 
Pompey*s  mifcriiblc  end ;  and  foon  after  one 
of  the  murderers  came  with  his  head  and  ring 
as  X  moll  grateful  prefent  to  the  conqueror. 

Buc 


fiut  Casfar  had  too  much  humanity  to  be  pleafed 
with  fuch  ah  horrid  fpcftacle  :  he  turned  away 
from  it  with  difguft ;  and,  aftei^a  (hort  paufe^ 
gave  vent  to  his  pity  in  a  flcxxi  of  tears.  He 
Ihortly  after  ordered  a  maggificent  tomb  to  be 
built  to  his  memory^  on  the  ^ot  where  he  wad 
murdered ;  and  a  temple  near  the  place  to  Ne- 
tneGs,  who  was  the  goddefs  that  punifhed  thofci 
that  were  cruel  to  men  in  adverfity. 

It  ihould  feem  that  the  Egyptians  by  thii 
time  had  fome  hopes  of  breaking  off  all  alli- 
ance with  the  Romans,  which  they  confidered^ 
as  in  fa6t  it  was,  but  a  fpecious  fubjedtion* 
They  firft  began  to  take  offence  atCsefar's  car-^ 
tying  the  enfighs  of  Roman  power  before  hinl 
as  he  entered  the  city.  Photinus,  the  eunuch^ 
aUb  treated  him  with  great  difrefpeft,  and  evert 
attempted  his  life.  Csefar,  however,  who 
knew  how  to  diffemble,  concealed  his  refeht- 
ment  till  he  had  a  force  fuffioient  to  punifh  his 
treachery,  and  fending  privately  for  the  le^oni 
which  had  been  formerly  ehroUied  for  Pom- 
pey's  fervice,  as  being  the  neareft  to  Egypt,  he^ 
in  the  mean  time,  pretended  to  repofe  an  en- 
tire confidence  in  the  king's  minifter,  making 
great  entertainments,  and  alTifting  at  the  con- 
ferences of  the  philofophers  who  were  in  great 
numbers  at  Alexandria.  However,  he  foort 
changed  his  manner  when  he  found  himfclf  in 
no  danger  from  the  minifter's  attempts,  and 
B  2  declared 
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declared,  that,  as  being  Roman  conful,  it  was 
his  duty  to  fettle  the  fucceflion  of  the  Egyp- 
tian crown. 

There  wereai^diat  time  two  pretenders  to  the 
crown  of  Egypt  i  Ptolemy,  the  acknowledged 
king  i  and  the  celebrated  Cleopatra,  his  (iftcr ; 
to  whom,  by  the  cuftom  of  the  countr)*,  he  alfo 
was  married ;  and  who,  by  his  father's  will, 
(bared  jointly  in  the  fucceflion.  However,  not 
being  contented  with  a  bare  participation  of 
power,  Cleopatra  aimed  at  governing  alone;  but 
being  oppofed  in  her  views  by  the  Roman  fenate, 
who  confirmed  her  brother's  title  to  the  crown, 
(he  was  baniQied  into  Syria  with  Arfinoe  her 
younger  lifter.  Casfar  gave  her  new  hopes  of 
afpiring  to  the  kingdom,  and  fent  to  both  her 
and  her  brother  to  plead  their  caufe  before  him. 
Photinus,  the  young  king's  guardian,  who  had 
long  borne  die  mod  inveterate  hatred,  as  well  to 
Carfar  as  to  Cleopatra,  difdained  accepting  this 
propofal,  and  backed  his  refufal  by  fending  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  befiege  him  in 
Alexandria.  Cacfar  bravely  repulfed  the  enc« 
my  for  fome  time  ;  but  finding  the  city  of  too 
great  extent  to  be  defended  by  fo  fmall  an  army 
as  he  then  commanded,  he  retired  to  the  pa- 
lace, which  commanded  the  harbour,  where  he 
purpofed  to  make  his  (land.  Achilles,  who 
commanded  the  Egyptians,  attacked  him  there 
with  great  vigour,  and  dill  aimed  at  making  , 
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nimfirlf  mafter  of  the  fleet  that  lay  before  the 
palace.  Caefar,  however,  too  well  knew  the  im- 
portance of  thoie  (hips  in  the  hands  of  an  ene- 
my ;  and  therefore  burnt  them  all,  in  fpite  of 
every  effort  to  prevent  him.     He  next  poffefl: 
himfelf  of  the  ifle  of  Pharos,  which  was  the  key 
to  the  Alexandrian  port ;  by  which  he  was  en- 
abled to  receive  the  fupplies  fent  him  from  all 
fides ;  and,  in  this  (ituation,  he  determined  to 
withiland  the  united  force  of  all  the  Egyptians. 
In  the  mean  time,  Cleopatra,  having  heard  of* 
the  prcfent  turn  in  her  favour,  refolved  to  de- 
pend rather  on  Caefar's  favour  for  gaining  the 
government,  than  her  own  forces.   She  had,  in 
fiift,  aflembled  an  army  in  Syria  to  fupport  her 
oleums ;  but  now  judged  it  the  wifcft  way  to 
rely  intirely  on  the  dccifion  of  her  felf-elefted 
judge.     But  no  arts,  as  Ihe  juftly  conceived, 
were  lb  likely  to  influence  Caefar  as  the  charms 
of  her  perfon,  which,  though  notfaultlefs,  were 
yet  extremely  feducing.      She  was   now   in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  and  every  feature  bor- 
rowed grace  from  the  lively  turn  of  her  tem- 
per.     To  the  moft  enchanting  addrefs    fljc 
joined  the  moft  harmonious  voice,  which  the 
hiftorians  of  her  time  compare  to  the  beft  tuned 
inftrument.    With  all  thefe  accomplilhments 
flic  pofleffed  a  great  fliare  of  the  learning  of 
die  times,  and  could  give  audience  to  the  am* 
bafladors  of  feven  different  nations  without  an 
B  3  interpreter. 
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interpreter.  The  difficulty  wjs  how  to  get  at 
Csefar,  as  her  enemies  were  in  pofleflion  of  all 
the  avenues  that  led  to  the  palace.  For  this 
purpofe  (he  went  on  board  a  fmall  vefTcl,  and, 
in  the  evening,  landed  near  the  palace,  where, 
being  wrapt  up  in  a  coverlet,  (he  was  carried  by 
one.  Afpolodorus  into  the  very  chamber  of 
C^r.  Her  addrefs,  at  (irft,  pleafed  him  -,  hep 
wit  and  underftanding  (till  fanned  the  flame  ; 
but  her  care(res,  which  were  carried  beyond 
the  bounds  of  innocence,  intirely  brought  him 
over  to  fccond  her  claims. 

f  While  Cleopatra  was  thus  employed  in  for^ 
warding  her  own  views,  her  filter  Arfinoe  was 
alfo  (trenuoufly  engaged  in  the  camp,  in  pur- 
fuing  a  feparate  intereft.  She  had  found  meaos» 
by  the  aflilbnce  of  one  Ganymede,  her  confi- 
dent, to  make  a  large  divilion  in  the  Egyptian 
army  in  her  favour ;  and  fbon  after,  by  one  <^ 
thofe  fuddcn  revolutions  which  are  common  in 
barbarian  camps  to  this  day,  (he  capfed  Achil- 
les to  be  murdered,  and  Ganymede  to  take  the 
cpmmand  in  his  (tead,  and  to  carry  on  the  fiego 
with  greater  vigour  than  before.    Ganymede's 
principal  effort  was  by  letting  in  the  lea  upon 
thofe  canals  which  fupplied  the  palace  with  fre(h 
watery  but  this  inconvenience  Cxbr  remedied 
by  dicing  a  great  number  of  wells.    His  next 
endeavour  was,  to  prevent  the  jun£tion  of  Cae- 
iar's  twenty-fourth  legion,  which  he  twice  at-» 

tempted 
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tempted  in  vain.     He  foon  after  made  himfclf  ^ 

mafter  of  a  bridge  which  joined  the  ifle  of  Pha- 
ros to  the  continent,  from  which  poll  Casfar 
was  rcfolved  to  diflodge  him.  In  the  heat  of 
thfe  aftion;  fome  mariners,  partly  through  curio- 
fity,  and  partly  ambition,  came  and  joined  the 
combatants,  but,  being  feized  with  a  panic,  in- 
fttotfy  fled,  and  fpread  a  general  tertor  through 
the  army.  All  Caefar's  endeavours  to  rally  his 
forces  were  in  vain,  the  confufion  was  paft  re- 
medy, and  numbers  were  drowned  or  put  to 
the  fword  in  attempting  to  efcape.  Now, 
therefore,  feeing  the  irremediable  diforder  of 
his  troops,  he  retired  to  a  fhip,  in  order  to  get 
to  the  palace  that  was  juft  oppofite:  however, 
he  was  no  fooner  on  board  than  great  crowds 
entered  at  the  fame  time  with  him ;  upon 
which,  apprehenfive  of  the  (hip's  finking,  he 
jumped  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  two  hundred 
paces  to  the  fleet  that  lay  before  the  palace,  all 
the  time  holding  his  own  Commentaries  in  his 
left  hand  above  water,  and  his  coat  of  mail  in 
his  teeth. 

The  Alexandrians,  finding  their  efforts  to 
take  the  palace  ineffeftual,  endeavoured,  at 
leaft,  to  get  their  king  out  of  Caefar's  power, 
as  he  had  feized  upon  his  perfon  in  the  begin- 
ning of  their  difputes.  For  this  purpofe  they 
made  ufe  of  their  cuftomary  arts  of  diffimula- 
tion,  profcfling  the  utmoft  defire  of  peace, 
B  4  and 
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and  only  wanting  the  prefence  of  their  lawful 
prince  to  give  a  fancbion  to  the  treaty.  Ca^ar, 
who  was  fenfii)le  of  their  perfidy,  neverthelcfs 
concealed  his  fufpicions,  and  gave  them  their 
king,  as  he  was  under  no  apprehenfions  from 
the  abilities  of  a  boy.  Ptolemy,  however,  the 
inftant  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  inftead  of  promot- 
ing peace,  made  every  eflS^rt  to  give  vigour  tQ 
his  hoftilities. 

In  this  manner  Csefar  was  hemmed  in  for 
fome  time  by  this  artful  and  infiduous  enemy^ 
with  all  manner  of  difficulties  againft  him  i 
but  he  was  at  laft  relieved  from  this  mortifying 
fituation  by  Mithridates  Pergamenus,  qne  of 
bis  mod  faithful  partizans,  who  came  with  an 
army  to  his  afliftance.  This  general,  collect- 
ing a  numerous  army  in  Syria,  marched  into 
Egypt,  took  the  city  of  Pelufium,  rcpulfed  %ht 
Egyptian  army  with  lofs,  ai^d  at  laft,  joining 
with  Ca^far,  attacked  their  camp  with  a  great 
Daughter  of  the  Egyptians :  Ptolemy  hjmfelf, 
attempting  to  efcape  on  board  a  veffcl  that  wa? 
failing  down  the  river,  was  drowned  by  the 
ihip*s  finking,  and  Casfar  thus  became  mafter  of 
all  Egypt  without  any  farther  oppofition.  He 
therefore,  appointed  Cleopatra,  with  her 
younger  brother,  who  was  then  but  an  infan^ 
us  joint  governors,  according  to  the  intent  of 
their  father's  will,  and  drove  out  Arfii^oe  with 
Ganymede  into  banifhment. 

Haying 


THE  EMPIRE  OP  ROME. 
Having  thus  given  away  kingdoms,  he  now 
for  ^  while,  feemed  to  relax  from  the  ufual  ac- 
tivity of  his  condud,  captivated  with  the 
charms  of  Clec^atra.  Inftead  of  quitting  Egypt 
to  go  and  quell  the  remains  of  Pompey's  party, 
be  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  pleafures,  pafling 
whole  nights  in  feafts,  and  all  the  excefles  of 
high- wrought  luxury,  with  the  young  queen. 
He  even  rcfolved  to  attend  her  up  the  Nile  into 
/Ethiopia;  but  the  brave  veterans  who  had 
long  followed  his  fortune,  boldly  reprehended 
his  condud,  and  refufed  to  be  partners  in  to  in- 
fannous  an  expedition.  Thus,  at  length,  rouzed 
from  his  lethargy,  he  refolved  to  prefer  the 
call  of  ambition  to  that  of  love ;  and  to  leave 
Cleopatra,  by  whom  he  had  a  ion  who  was 
afterwards  named  Csefario,  in  order  to  oppofe 
Phamaces,  the  king  of  Bofphorus,  who  had 
now  made  fome  inroads  upon  the  dominions 
of  Rome. 

This  prince,  who  was  the  fon  of  the  great 
Mithridates,  being  ambitious  of  recovering  his 
father's  dominions,  feized  upon  Armenia  and 
Colchis,  and  overcame  Domitius,  who  had  been 
lent  againft  him.  Upon  Casfar's  march  to  op- 
p(A  him,  Phamaces,  who  was  as  much  terri- 
JBed  at  the  name  of  the  general  as  at  the  ftrength 
of  his  army,  laboured,  by  all  the  arts  of  nego* 
riadon,  to  avert  the  impending  danger.  Caefar, 
exaiperated  at  his  crimes  and  his  ingratitude, 
I  at 
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at  firft  diflembled  with  the  ambafladors,  and» 
ufing  all  expedition,  fell  upon  the  enemy  un- 
expeftedly,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  obtained  a 
fpeedy  and  complete  vidlory.  Pharnaces  at- 
tempting to  take  refuge  in  his  capital,  was 
flain  by  one  of  his  own  commanders — ^A  juft 
punifliment  for  his  former  parricide.  This  vic- 
tory was  gained  with  fo  much  eafe,  that  Cxiar 
could  not  avoid  obferving.  That  Pompey  was 
very  happy  in  gaining  fo  much  glory  againfl: 
this  enemy  at  fo  eafy  a  rate.  In  writing  to  a 
*  friend  at  Rome,  he  expreft  the  rapidity  of  his 
vidory  in  three  words,  vent,  vidi^  vici:  a  man 
fo  accuftomed  to  conqueft,  thought  a  flight 
battle  fcarce  worth  a  longer  letter. 

Caefar  having  fettled  afiairs  in  this  part  of 
the  empire,  as  well  as  time  would  permit ;  hav- 
ing beftowed  the  government  of  Armenia  upoli 
Ariobarzanes,  that  of  Judea  upon  Hyrcaous 
and  Antipater,  and  that  of  Bofphorus  upon 
Mithridates,  embarked  fpr  Italy,  where  he  ar- 
rived fooner  than  his  enemies  could  expeft,  but 
not  before  his  affairs  there  abfolutely  required 
his  prefence.  He  had  been,  during  his  abfencc^ 
created  conful  for  five  years,  didtator  for  one 
year,  and  tribune  of  ^e  people  for  life.  But 
Anthony,  who  in  the  mean  time  governed  in 
Rome  for  him,  had  filled  the  city  with  riot  and 
debauchery,  and  nuny  commotions  enfued^ 
vhich  nothing  but  the  arrival  of  Csefar  fo  op- 
portunely 
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portunely  could  appcafc-  However,  by  his  mo- 
deration and  humanity,  he  foon  reftored  tran- 
quility to  the  city,  fcarce  making  any  diftin£ti(m 
between  thofe  of  his  own  and  the  oppofite 
party.  TJhus  having  by  gentle  means  reftored 
his  authority  at  home,  he  prepared  to  march 
into  Africa,  where  Pompey's  party  had  found 
time  to  rally  under  Scipio  and  Cato,  afiifted  by 
Juba,  king  of  Mauritania.  But  the  vigour  of 
his  proceedings  had  like  to  have  been  retarded 
by  a  mutiny  in  his  own  army.  Thofc  veteran 
legions  who  had  hitherto  conquered  all  that 
came  before  them,  began  to  murmur  for  not 
having  received  the  rewards  which  they  had 
ezpeded  for  their  paft  fervices,  and  now  in- 
fifted  upon  their  discharge.  The  fedition  firft 
broke  out  in  the  tenth  legion,  which  till  then 
had  fignalized  thcmfclves  for  their  valour  and 
attachment  to  their  general.  Caefar,  at  firft, 
ftrove  to  appeafe  them  by  promifes  of  future 
rewards ;  but  thefe,  inftead  of  appeafing  the 
fedition,  only  ferved  to  increafe  it.  The  whole  . 
army  marched  forward  from  Campania  towards 
Rome,  pillaging  and  plundering  all  the  way. 
Csefar  immediately  caufed  the  gates  of  the  city  . 
to  be  {hut,  and  ordered  fuch  troops  as  were  in 
readinefs  to  defend  the  walls :  he  then  boldly 
went  out  alone  to  meet  the  mutineers,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reprefentations  of  his  firiends  who 
were  poncemed  for  his  iafety.  Upon  coming  into 

the 
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the  Campus  M artius,  where  the  moft  tumul- 
tuous were  aflembled,  he  boldly  mounted  his 
tribunal ;  and,  with  a  (lern  air,  demanded  of  ttic 
foldiers  what  they  wanted,  or  who  had  con- 
duced them  there  ?  A  condud  fo  refolute 
feemed  to  difconcert  the  whole  band  :  they  be- 
gan by  complaining,  that,*being  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  and  exhaufted  by  their  numberlels 
wounds,  they  were  in  hopes  to  obtain  a  dif- 
charge.  "  Then  take  your  difcharge,"  cried 
Cxfar,  **  and  when  I  (ball  have  gained  new 
**  conquefts  with  other  troops,  I  promife  that 
"  you  (hall  be  partakers  in  the  fpoil/*  So 
much  generofuy  quite  confounded  the  (edi- 
tious,  who  were  agitated  between  the  contend- 
ing paOions  of  gratitude  and  jealoufy  ^  they 
were  grateful  for  his  intended  bounty,  and 
jealous  left  any  other  army  >Aiould  (hare  the 
honours  of  compleating  the  conqueft  of  the 
world.  They  unanimoufly  entreated  his  par- 
don, and  even  offered  to  be  decimated  to  ob- 
tain it.  Csefar  for  a  while  feemed  to  continue 
inflexible,  and  at  laft  granted  as  a  favour  wb^^ 
it  was  his  interell  earneftly  to  defire  i  but  the 
tench  legion  continued  ever  after  under  hia 
fcvcre  difpleafure. 

Cxfar,  according  to  his  ufual  diligence,  land- 
ed with  a  fmall  party  in  Africa,  to  face  Scipjo, 
while  the  reft  of  his  army  followed  foon  after. 
After  many  movements,  and  (everal  (kirmi(hc9 

betweea 
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between  both  armies,  which  only  feved  to  de- 
ftroy  mankind  without  determining  the  caufe  c^ 
quarrel,  he  rcfolved  at  laft  to  come  to  a  decifivc 
battle.  For  this  purpofe  he  invcfted  the  city 
of  Tapfus,  fuppofing  that  Scipio  would  attempt 
its  relief,  which  turned  out  according  to  his 
cxpedations.  Scipio,  joining  with  the  young 
king  of  Mauritania,  advanced  his  army,  and 
encamping  near  Ca^ar,  they  ibon  came  to  a 
general  battle.  Csefar's  fuccefs  was  as  ufual,  the 
enemy  received  a  complete  and  final  ovcnhrow 
with  little  or  no  lols  on  his  fide.  Juba  and 
Petreius  his  genera!  killed  each  other  in  de- 
ipair ;  Scipio,  attemptmg  to  efcape  by  fea  into 
Spain,  fell  in  among  the  enemy  and  was  flain  ; 
fo  that,  of  all  the  generals  of  that  undone  party, 
Cato  was  now  the  only  one  that  remained. 

This  extraordinary  man,  whom  no  profpe- 
rity  could  elate,  nor  no  misfortuw^s  dcprcrfs, 
having  retired  into  Africa  after  the  battle  of 
Pharfalia,  had  led  the  wretched  remains  of  that 
defeat  through  burning  deferts  and  tradls  in- 
fcftcd  with  ferpents  of  various  malignity,  and 
was  now  in  the  city  of  Utica,  which  he  had  been 
left  to  defend.  Still,  however,  in  love  with 
even  the  (hew  of  Roman  government,  he  had 
formed  the  principal  citizens  into  a  fenate,  and 
conceived  a  rcfolution  of  holding  out  the  town. 
He  accordingly  aflembled  his  fcnators  upon 
this  occafion,  and  demanded  their  advice  upon 

what 
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what  mcafures  were  bed  to  be  taken,  and 
whether  they  fhould  defend  this  laft  city  that 
owned  the  caufe  cT  freedom.  "  If,"  faid  he^ 
««  you  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  Caefaf,  I  muft 
*'  acquiefce ;  but  if  you  are  willing  to  hazard 
*^  the  dangers  of  defending  the  laft  remains 
**  of  liberty,  kt  me  be  your  guide  and  com- 
*^  panion  in  fo  great  an  enterprizc.  Rome  has 
•*  often  recovered  from  greater  calamities  than 
**  thefe,  and  there  are  many  motives  to  cn- 
*'  courage  our  attempt.  Spain  has  declared 
**  in  our  caufe,  and  Rome  itfelf  bears  the  yoke 
^^  with  indignation.  With  refpe£k  to  the  ha- 
^^  zards  we  muft  encounter,  why  fliould  they 
*'  terrify  us  ?  Obferve  our  enemy :  he  braves 
"  every  danger,  and  encounters  every  fatigue 
*^  to  undo  mankind  and  make  his  country 
^*  wretched  ;  and  (ball  we  fcruple  to  fuffer  a 
•*  (hort  interval  of  pain  in  a  caufe  fo  glori* 
•*  ous  ?**  This  fpeech  had  at  firft  a  furprifing 
cffeft  ;  but  the  enthufiafm  for  liberty  foon  fub- 
fiding,  he  was  refolved  no  longer  to  force  men 
to  be  free  who  fecnied  naturally  prone  to  (la- 
very.  lie  now,  therefore,  defired  fgme  of  his 
friends  to  fave  themfclves  by  fea,  and  bade 
others  to  rely  upon  C«far's  clemency ;  obfcrv- 
ing,  that,  as  to  himfelf,  he  was  at  laft  vi£lo« 
rious.  After  this,  fupping  chearfuUy  among 
Ills  friends,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  where 
he  behaved  with  unufual  tendernefs  to  his  (on, 

1  and 
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nd  to  all  his  friends.     When  he  came  into  his 
cd-chambcr,  he  laid  himfelf  down,  and  took 
ip  Plato's  dialogue  on  the  immortality  of  the 
3iul;  ^^^9  having  read  for  fome  time,  happen* 
[ig  to  cad  his  eyes  to  the  head  of  his  bed,   he 
ras  much  furprized  not  to  find  his  fword  there, 
rhich  had  been  taken  away  by  his  fon's  order 
rtiilc  they  were  at  fupper.     Upon  this,,  calling 
me  of  his  do  medics  to  know  what  was  become 
if  his  fword,  and  receiving  no  anfwer,  he.rc- 
rumed  hisftudies;    but  fome  time  after  called 
for  his  fword  again.     When  he  had  done  read- 
ng,  and  perceiving  nobody  obeyed  him  in  bring- 
ing his  fword,    he  called  all  his  domeftics  one 
afcer  the  other,   and  with  a  peremptory  air  de- 
manded his  fword  once  more.   His  fon  came  in 
foon  after, .  and  with  tears  befought  him  in  the 
moft  humble  manner  to  change  his  refolution  ; 
but  receiving  a  ftcrn  reprimand,  he  defifted  from 
his  prrfuafions.      His   fword  being  at  length 
brought  him  he  feemed  fatisfied,  and  cried  onr, 
"  Now  again  I  am  mafter  of  myfclf."    He  then 
took  up  the  book  again,  which  he  read  twice 
over,  and  fell  into  a  found  fleep.    Upon  awak- 
ing, he  called  to  one  of  his  freed-men  to  know 
if  his  friends  were  embarked,  or  if  any  thing  yet 
remained  that  could  be  done  to  ferve  them.  The 
frccd-manaffuring  him  tha:all  was  quiet,  he  was 
ffacn  ordered  again  to  leave   the   room  •,    and 
Cato  was  no  fooner  alone  than  he  ftabbtrd  him- 
l!df  with  his  fword  through  the  bread,  but  not 

with 
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with  that  force  he  intended,  for  the  wound  riot 
difpatcbing  him,  he  fell  upon  his  bed,  and  ac 
the  fame  time  overturned  a  table  on  which  he 
had  been  drawing  fome  geometrical  figures.  Ac 
the  noife  he  made  in  his  fall,  his  fervants  gave 
a  (hriek,  and  his  fon  and  friends  immediately 
entered  the  room.  They  found  him  weltering 
in  his  blood}  and  his  bowels  puflied  out  through 
the  wound.  The  phyfician,  who  ^attended  his 
family,  perceiving  that  his  intcftines  were  yet 
yntouched,  was  for  replacing  them  i  but  when 
Cato  had  recovered  his  ienfes,  and  undcrftood 
their  intention  to  preferve  his  life,  he  pulhed 
the  phyfician  fix)m  him,  and  with  a  fierce  refo« 
lution  tore  out  his  bowels  and  expired- 

In  this  manner  Cato  died,  who  was  one  of 
the  moft  faultlels  charaders  we  find  in  the 
Roman  hiftory.  He  was  fevere  but  not  cruel, 
he  was  ready  to  pardon  much  greater  faults  in 
others  than  he  could  forgive  in  himfelf.  His 
haughtinefs  and  aufterity  feemed  rather  the  cf- 
fed  of  principle  than  natural  conftitution,  for 
no  man  was  more  humane  to  his  dependents, 
or  better  loved  by  tiiofc  about  him.  The  con- 
llancy  of  his  oppofition  to  Cae&r  proceeded 
from  a  thorough  convidion  of  the  injuftice  df 
Jiis  aims :  and  the  kft  aft  of  his'  life  was 
but  comformable  to  the  tenets  of  his  fcdk^ 
as  the  Stoics  maintained,  that  life  was  a  gift. 
which  all  men  might  return  to  the  donor  whco 
tie  prefent  was  ao  longer  pleafiog. 
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Cs&r,  upon  hearing  of  Cato's  end,  could 
hoc  help  obferviRg,   That  as  Caco  had  envied 
him  the  gloiy  of  faving  his  life,  fo  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  envy  him  the  glory  of  fo  bravely  dying. 
Upon  his  death,  the  war  in  Africa  being  com* 
pleted,  Caefar  returned  in  triumph  to  Rome } 
and,  as  if  he  had  abridged  all  his  former  tii-^ 
umphs  only  to  encreafe  the  fplendor  of  this^ 
the  citlaens  were  aftoni(hed  at  the  magnificence 
of  the  procefiion,  and  the  number  of  the  coun* 
tries  he  had  fubdued.    It  lafted  four  days: 
the  firft  was  for  Gaul,  the  fecond  for  Egypt^ 
the  third  for  his  vidories  in  Afia,  and  the 
fourth  for  that  over  Juba  in  Africa.     His  ve« 
teran  fbldiers,  all  fcarred  with  wounds,  and  now 
laid  up  for  life,  followed  their  triumphant  ge- 
neral crowned  with  laurels,  and  conduced  him 
to  the  Capitol     To  every  pnc  of  thcfe  he  gave 
afum  equivalent  to  about  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  our  money,  double  that  fum  to  the 
centurions,  and  four  times  as  much  to  the  fu^ 
perior  officers.     The  citizens  alfo  Ihared  his 
bounty ;  to  every  one  of  which  he  diftributed 
ten  bulhels  of  corn,  terf^unds  of  oil,  and  a  fum 
of  money  equal  to  about  two  pounds  llerling  of 
oun.    He,  after  this,  entertained  the  people  at 
above  twenty  thoufand  tables,  treated  them  with 
the  combat  of  gladiators,  and  filled  Rome  with 
t  concourfe  of  fpcftators  from  every  part  of 
Italy. 
Vol.  II.  C  Th? 
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The  people,  intoxicated  with  the  allurements 
of  plealbrc,  thought  their  freedom  too  fmall  a 
return  for  fuch  benefits :    they  feemed  eager 
only  to  find  out  new  modes  of  homage,  and 
unufual  epithets  of  adulation  for  their  great 
cnflaver.     He  was  created  by  a  new  title  Ma* 
gijier  Morum^  or  matter  of  the  morals  of  the 
people;  he  received  the  title  of  emperor,  fa- 
ther of  his  country  ;   his  perfon  was  declared 
facred ;  and,  in  (hort,  dpon  him  alone  were  de- 
volved for  life  all  the  great  dignities  of  the 
ftate.   It  mu ft  be  owned,  however,  that  fo  much 
power  could  never  have  been  intrufted  to  better 
keeping.     He  immediately  began  his  empire 
by  reprcffing  vice  and  encouraging  virtue.     He 
committed  the  power  of  judicature  to  the  le- 
nators  and  the  knights  alone,  and  by  many 
fumptuary  laws  reftrained  the  fcimdalous  luxu- 
ries of  the  rich.     He  propofed  rewards  to  all 
fuch-  as  had  many  children,  and  took  the  mod 
prudent  methods  of  repcopling  the  city  that 
hud  been  cxhaufted  in  the  late  commotions. 

Having  thus  reftoredprofperity  once  more  to 
Rome,  he  again  found  mmfclf  under  a  neceflity 
of  going  into  Spain  to  oppofe  an  army  which 
had  been  raifcd  there  under  the  two  fons  of 
Pompey,  and  alio  Labienus  his  former  general. 
He  proceeded  in  this  expedition  with  his  ufual 
celerity,  and  arrived  in  Spain  before  the  enemy 
thought  him  yet  departed  from  Rome.  Cneius 

and 
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ftrid  Scxtus,  Pompey's  fons,  profiting  by  their 
unhappy  father's  example,  refolved  as  much 
as  poflible  to  protradl  the  war ;  fo  that  the  firft 
operations  of  the  two  armies  were  fpent  in  fieges 
and  fruitlefs  attempts  to  furprize  each  other. 
At  length  Caefar,  after  taking  many  cities  fromi 
the  enemy,  and  purfuing  Pompey  with  un- 
wearied perfeverance,  at  laft  compelled  himi 
to  come  to  a  battle  upon  the  plains  of  Munda. 
Pompey  drew  up  his  men  by  break  of  day  upon 
the  declivity  of  an  hill  with  great  exaftnefs  and 
order.  Cafar  drew  up  his  men  likewife  in  the 
plsun  below ;  and,  after  advancing  a  little  way 
from  his  trenches,  he  ordered  his  men  to  make 
an  halt,  expefting  the  enemy  to  come  dowrt 
from  the  hill.  This  delay  made  Casfar's  fol- 
dicrs  begin  to  murmur,  while  Pompey's  with 
full  vigour  poured  down  upon  them,  arid  a; 
dreadful  conflift  enfued.  Hitherto  Caefar  had 
fought  for  glory,  but  here  he  fought  for  life. 
His  foldiers  behaved  with  intrepidity  incited 
by  the  hopes  of  making  this  a  final  period  to 
their  labour.  Pompey's  men  were  not  lefs  ftre- 
nuous,  expefting  no  pardon,  as  having  their 
lives  formerly  given  them  when  overthrown  irt 
Africa.  The  firft  Ihock  was  fo  dreadful,  that 
Caefar's  men,  who  had  hitherto  been  ufed  to  con- 
quer, now  began  to  waver.  Caefar  was  never  iit 
fo  much  danger  as  now ;  he  threw  himfelf  fcve- 
ral  times  into  the  very  throng  of  battlj.  ''  What," 
G  a  died 
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crkd  hcy  **  are  you  gomg  to  give  up  your  gf* 
^  neral,  who  is  grown  grey  in  fighdog  at  your 
**  head,  to  a  parcel  of  boys  ?"  Upon  this  hi» 
tenth  legion,  wilUng  to  recover  their  general'* 
loft  efteem,  exerted  theoiielves  with  more  thaa  . 
former  bravery ;  and  a  party  of  horfe  being  de- 
tached by  Labienus  fiom  the  camp  in  purfuk . 
of  a  body  of  Numidian  cavalry,  Caefar  cried 
aloud.  That  they  were  flyii^.  TUb  cry  inftandy 
(jpread  itfelf  through  both  armies,  exciting  the 
one  as  much  as  it  deprefled  the  other.    I{ow» 
therefore,  the  tenth  legion  prefled  forward,  and 
a  total  rout  foon.enftied.    Thirty  ihoufimd  mea 
were  killed  on  Pompey's  fide,  amongft  whom 
was  Labienus,  whom  Cselar  ordered  to  be  buried 
widi  the  funeral  honours  of  a  general  officer. 
Cneius  Ponipey  efcaped  with  a  few  horlemen  tx^ 
the  lea  fide,  but  finding  his  paflage  intercepied 
by  Csefar's  lieutenant,  he  was  oblig^  to  fedc 
for  a  retreat  in  an  obfcure  cavern.     There^ 
wounded  and  deftitute  of  all  kinds  of  fuccoar» 
he  patiendy  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  quickly  diicovered  by  ibme  of  Csfai^a 
troops,   who  prefendy  cut  off  his  head  and 
brought  it  to  the  conqueror.    His  brother  Sex*^ 
cus,  however,  conceal^  himfelf  i^  well  that  he 
efc^xd  all  purfuit ;  fo  that  Cselar  was  obliged 
to  return  without  him,  after  having  feverel^ 
fined  the  dues  of  Spain  for  their  late  imputed 
rebellion. 
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Caefirr  by  this  laft  blow  fubdued  all  hk 
avttwed  enemies,  and  had  now  conquered  the 
lieft  part<tf  the  world  in  almoft  as  Ihort  a  time 
as  others  could  travel  through  the  fame  extent  ^ 
c£  CDUDtrf.  He  therefore  returned  to  Rome 
ftr  the  laft  time  to  receive  new  dignities  and 
lionoinrs,  and  to  enjoy  in  his  own  peribn  an  ac- 
cmnulation  of  all  the  great  offices  of  the  ftate. 
SciD»  however^  he  pretended  to  a  moderation  in 
the  enjoyment  of  his  power;  he  left  the  confuls 
to  be  named  by  the  people;  but,  ashepoflefled 
all  the  authority  of  the  office,  it  from  that  time 
began  to  fink  into  contempt.  He  enlarged  the 
number  c£  fenators  alio ;  but,  as  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  deftioyed  their  power,  their  new  ho- 
Hours  were  but  empty  titles.  He  took  care  to 
pankm  all  who  had  been  in  arms  againft  him, 
but  not  till  he  had  deprived  them  of  the  power 
of  refiftance.  He  even  fet  up  once  more  the 
fiatues  of  Pompey,  which,  however,  as  Cicero 
obferved,  he  only  did  to  fecure  his  own.  In 
(hort,  if  his  demency,  his  juftice,  and  mode- 
ration, did  not  proceed  from  virtue,  yet  they 
had  all  the  efieA  of  ^virtues  in  the  ftate,  which 
aniweted  the  purpofe  of  the  public  as  well. 

The  reft  of  this  extraordinary  man's  life  was 
irmployed  for  the  advanuge  of  the  ftate.  He 
adomod  the  city  with  magnificent  buildings ;  he 
rebuilt  Cartlu^  and  Corinth,  fending  colonies 
to  both  cities ;  he  undertook  to  level  feveral 
C  3  mountains 


fi  THEHISTORYOP 

mountains  in  Italy,  to  drain  the  Pontine  marfliea 
near  Rome,  and  defigned  to  cut  through  tha 
ifthmus  of  Pcloponefus.  Thus,  with  a  mind 
that  could  never  remain  inaftivc,  he  pondered 
mighty  projeAs  and  defigns  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  longed  life ;  but  the  greateft  of  all  was 
his  intended  expedition  againft  the  Parthians* 
by  which  he  defigned  to  revenge  the  death  of 
Craflus,  who,  having  penetrated  too  far  into 
their  country,  was  overthrown,  himfelf  taken 
prifoner,  and  put  to  a  cruel  death,  by  having 
molten  gold  poured  down  his  throat,  as  a  pu- 
nifhmcnt  for  his  former  avarice.  From  thence 
Cs^far  intended  to  pafs  through  Hyrcania,  and 
enter  Scy thia  along  the  banks  of  the  Cafpian  fea; 
then  to  open  himftlf  a  way  through  the  immea- 
furable  forefts  of  Germany  into  Gaul,  and  fo 
to  return  to  Rome.  Thefe  were  the  aims  of 
ambition  :  the  jealoufy  of  a  few  individuals  put 
an  end  to  them  all. 

1  he  fcnate,  with  an  adulation  which  marked 
tlic  degeneracy  of  the  times,  continued  to  load 
him  with  fre(h  honours,  and  he  continued  with 
equal  vanity  to  receive  tlism.  They  called  one 
of  the  months  of  the  year  after  his  name ;  they 
llarr.pt  money  with  his  image ;  they  ordered  his 
Ilatue  to  be  fct  up  in  all  the  cities  of  the  empire-, 
they  inftituted  public  facrifices  on  his  birth-day; 
ami  taiked,  even  in  his  life-time,  of  enrolling 
\\n\\  ninorg  t  Jie  number  of  their  gods.    Antooy* 

at 
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at  one  of  the  public  feftivals,  foolilhly  ventured 
t» offer  him  a  diadem;  but  he  put  it  back  again, 
rcfufing  It  feveral  times,  and  receiving  at  every 
rcfufal  loud  acclamations  from  the  people.  One 
day,  when  the  fenate  ordered  him  fome  particu- 
lar honours,  he  neglefted  to  rife  from  his  feat ; 
and  from  that  moment  envy  began  to  mark 
him  for  deftruftion.     Mankind  are  ever  mod 
oflfended  at  any  trefpafs  on  ceremony,  fince  a  vi- 
olation of  decorum  is  ufually  an  inftance  of  con- 
tempt.  It  began,  therefore,  to  be  rumoured  that 
he  intended  to  make  himfelf  king,  and,  thoujrh 
in  faft  he  was  poflefled  of  the  power,  the  peopk, 
who  had  an  utter  averfion  to  the  name,  could 
not  bear  his  afluming  the  title.    Whether  he  re- 
ally defigned  to  aflume  that  erflpty  honour  mufl 
now  for  ever  remain  a  fccret;   but  certain  it  is, 
that  the  unfufpefting  opennefs  of  his  conciudt 
marked  fomething  like  a  confidence  in  the  in- 
nocence of  his  intentions.     When  informed  by 
thofeabout  him  of  the  jealoufies  of  many  perfons 
who  envied  his  power,  he  was  heard  to  fay,  That 
he  had  rather  die  once  by  treafon,  than  to  live 
continually  in  apprehenfion  of  it.  When  advifed 
by  fome  to  beware  of  Brutus,  in  whom  he  had  for 
feme  time  repofed  the  greatcfc  confidence,  he 
opened  his  breaft,allfcarred  withwounds,faying, 
**  Can  you  think  Brutus  cares  for  fuch  poor  pil- 
*'  lage  as  this  ?"  and  being  one  night  at  fupper, 
M  his  friends  difputed  among  thcmfclves  whac 
C  4  dcatlx 
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death  was  eafieft,  he  replied.  That  which  wa 
moftfudden,  andleaftfordcen.  Butcocoavinoe 
the  world  how  little  he  had  to  apprehend  from 
his  enemies,  he  dilbanded  hb  company  of  Spft- 
ni(h  guards,  which  facilitated  the  enterprize 
againft  his  life ;  for  he  (hould  have  conGdiered, 
that  confidence  in  an  ufurper  is  but  raflinefi. 

A  deep  laid  confpiracy  was  abfolutely  in  agi- 
tation againft  him,  compofed  of  no  lels  dm 
fixty  fenators.     They  were  ftill  the  more  for* 
midable  as  the  generality  of  them  were  of  his 
own  party ;  and,  being  railed  above  other  citH 
zens,  felt  more  ftrongly  the  weight  of  a  fingle 
fuperior.     At  the  head  of  this  confpiracy  were 
Brutus,  whofe  life  Caefar  had  fpared  a^  the 
battle  of  Pharfalia ;  and  Caffius,  who  wak  par- 
doned foon  after ;  both  pmors  for  the  prdent 
year.    Brutus  made  it  his  chief  glory  to  have 
been  dcfcended  from  that  Brutus  who  6rft 
gave  liberty  to  Rome.     The  paifion  for  free- 
dom fcemed  to  have  been  tranfmitted  with  the 
blood  of  his  anceftors  down  to  him.      But 
though  he  detcftcd  tyranny,  yet  he  could  not 
forbear  loving  the  tyrant,  from  whom  he  had 
received  the  mod  fignal  benefits.    However^- 
the  love  of  his  country  broke  all  the  ties  of 
private  friendfhip,  and  he  entered  bto  a  con- 
fpiracy which  was  to  deftroy  his  bencfidor. 
CafTius,  on  the  other  hand,  was  impetuous  and 
proud,   and  hated  Caefar's  perlbn  ftiU  moie 

than 
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than  his  caufb.  He  had  often  ibught  an  op-* 
poitunity  of  gratifying  his  revenge  by  aflalfinar 
tion,  which  took  rile  rather  from  private  than 
from  public  motives. 

The  confpirators,  to  give  a  colour  of  jufbice 
to  chdr  proceedings,  remitted  the  execution  of 
their  defign  to  the  ides  of  March,   the  day  on 
whkh  CfldOur  was  to  be  offered  tbc  crown.    The 
fMgan  had  foretold  that  this  day  would  be 
hal  ID  him,  and  the  night  preceding  he  heard 
his  wife  Calpumia  lamenting  in  her  fleep,  and 
bang  awakened  fhc  confeflcd  to  him,  that  Ihe 
dreamt  of  his  being  aflaffinated  in  her  arms. 
Thefe  omens,  in  Ibme  meafure,  began  to  change 
his  intentions  of  going  to  the  ienate,  as  he  had 
relolvcd,  that  day  ;  but  one  of  the  confpirators 
conung  in,  prevailed  upon  him  to  keep  his  refo- 
lution,  telling  him  of  the  reproach  that  would 
attend  his  (laying  at  home  till  his  wife  had 
lucky  dreams,  and  of  the  preparations  that  were 
made  for  his  appearance.    As  he  went  along  to 
the  fenate,  a  flave,  who  haftened  to  him  with  in- 
formation of  the  confpiracy,  attempted  to  come 
near  him,  but  could  not  for  tKe  crowd.  Artemi- 
dmus,  a  Greek  philofopher,  who  had  difcovered 
die  whole  plot,  delivered  him  a  memorial  con- 
tuning  the  heads  of  his  information  ^  butCsiar 
gave  it,  with  other  papers,  to  one  of  his  fecre- 
tiries  without  reading,  as  was  ufual  in  things  of 
diis  naturie.  Being  at  length  entered  the  Senate- 

houfe. 
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CHAP-       II. 

Fromtbedeathof  Caeikr  Co  tbebattleof  AAimn  aai 
the  death  of  Antony,  which  fettled  the  coaftttu* 
tion  in  Auguftus, 

U.  C.  \J  p  ON  the  death  of Cidar  a  coniimaaK 
happened  which  was  never  known  before;  theie 
was  no  longer  any  tyrant,  and  yet  liberty  was 
cxtinguifhed  ;  for  the  caufes  which  had  con- 
tributed  to  its  deftruftion  ftiU  fubfifted  to  pns 
vent  its  revival.  The  fenate  had  made  an  iV 
ufe  of  their  power  in  the  times  of  Sylla,  and 
the  people  (buddered  at  the  thought  of  tniftii^ 
them  with  it  once  more. 

As  foon  as  the  confpirators  had  diipatdied 
Caefar,  they  began  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  die 
ienate,  in  order  to  Tindicate  the  motives  of  thdr 
enterprife,  and  to  excite  them  to  join  in  pnv 
curing  their  country*s  freedom  :  but  the  uni^ 
vcrfal  coldnefs  with  which  their  expoftuladont 
were  received,  foon  taught  them  to  fear  their 
conduft  would  not  meet  with  many  advocates. 
All  the  lenators  who  were  not  accomplices,  fled  ^t 
with  fuch  precipitation  that  the  lives  of  fenoc 
of  them  ^tit  endangered  in  the  throng.  The 
people  alio  being  now  alaimed,  left  theif  ufaal 

occu* 
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occupations)  and  ran  tumultuoufly  through  the 
citjr ;  fome  a&uated  by  their  fears,  and  ftill 
more  by  a  defire  of  plunder.  In  this  ftate  of 
confiifion  the  confpirators  all  retired  to  the 
Capitxriy  and  guarded  its  accefles  t^  a  body  of 
^idi^tors  which  Brutus  had  in  pay.  It  was  in 
vain  they  alledged  that  they  only  ftruck  for 
freedom,  "^IkI  that  they  killed  a  tyrant  who 
had  ufurped  the  rights  of  mankind :  the  peo- 
pkt  accuftomed  to  luxury  and  eafe,  little  re« 
gilded  cbeir  profeflions,  dreading  more  the 
dai^ers  c£  poverty  than  of  fubjedion. 

The  friends  of  the  late  di^^ator  now  began 
to  find  that  this  was  the  time  for  coming  into 
greater  power  than  before,  and  for  fatisfying 
^eir  ambioon  under  the  veil  of  prompting  ju« 
ftioe.  Of  this  number  was  Antony,  whom  we 
have  already  feen  afting  as  a  lieutenant  under 
Csefar,  and  governing  Rome  in  his  abfence 
with  fuch  litde  juftice  or  decency.  He  was  a 
man  of  moderate  abilities  and  exceflive  vices, 
ambitious  of  power  only  becaufe  it  gave  his 
pkafures  a  wider  range  to  riot  in  ^  but  (killed  . 
in  waur,  to  which  he  haid  been  trained  from  his 
youth.  He  was  conAil  for  this  year,  and  re- 
Ibbred,  with  Lepidus,  who  was  fond  of  com* 
motkms  like  himfelf,  to  feize  this  opportunity 
of  gaining  that  power  which  Csfar  had  died 
for  ufurping.  Lepidus,  therefore,  took  pof* 
iciSott  of  the  Forum  with  a  band  of  foldicrs  ac 

his 
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his  devotion  •,  and  Antony,  being  conful,  wi* 
permitted  to  command  them.  Their  firft  ftep 
was  to  poflTefs  themfelves  of  all  Cfiefar*s  paperd 
and  money,  and  the  next  to  convene  the  fenate. 
Never  had  this  auguft  affembly  been  convened 
upon  fo  delicate  an  occaflon,  as  it  was  to  deter- 
mine, whether  Ca^far  had  been  a  legal  magiT- 
trate  or  a  tyrannical  ufurper ;  and  whether  thofe 
who  killed  him  merited  rewards  or  punilh* 
ments.  There  were  many  of  thefe  who  had  re- 
ceived ail  their  promotions  from  Caefar,  and  had 
acquired  large  fortunes  in  coniequenCe  of  his 
appointments :  to  vote  him  an  ufurper,  there- 
fore, would  be  to  endanger  their  property  5  and 
yet,  to  vote  him  innocent,  might  endanger  the 
(late.  In  this  dilemma  they  feemed  willing  tx» 
reconcile  extremes  ;  wherefore  they  approved 
all  the  adls  of  Ca^far,  and  yet  granted  a  general 
pardon  to  all  the  confpirators. 

This  decree  was  very  far  from  giving  An- 
tony fatisfaftion,  as  it  granted  fecurity  to  a* 
number  of  men  who  were  the  avowed  enemies 
of  tyranny,  and  who  would  be  foremoft  in  op» 
pofing  his  fchcmes  of  reftoring  abfolutc  power. 
As,  therefore,  the  fenate  had  ratified  all  Gcfar's 
afts  without  diftinftion,  he  formed  a  fcheme 
upon  this  of  making  him  rule  when  dead  as 
impcrioufly  as  he  had  done  when  living.  Being, 
as  was  faid,  poffcflcd  of  Cajfar's  books  of  ac- 
counts, he  fo  far  gained  upon  his  fecretary  as 

to 
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to  make  him  infert  whatever  he  thought  pro- 
per. By  thefe  means  great  fums  of  money, 
which  Caefar  would  never  have  bellowed,  were 
there  diftributed  among  the  people ;  and  every 
man  who  had  any  feditious  defigns  againft  the 
government  was  there  fure  of  finding  a  gra- 
tuity. Thuigs  being  in  this  forwardnefs,  he  de- 
manded that  Casfar's  funeral  obfequies  (hould 
be  performed,  which  the  ienate  now  could  not 
decently  forbid,  as  they  had  never  declared 
him  a  tyrant:  accordingly,  the  body  was 
brought  forth  into  the  Forum  with  the  utmoft 
folemnity ;  and  Antony,  who  charged  himfelf 
with  thefe  laft  duties  of  friendfliip,  began  his 
operations  upon  the  paflions  of  the  people  by 
the  prev^ing  motives  of  private  intereft.  He 
firft  read  them  Csefar's  will,  in  which  he  had 
left  Oftavius,  his  filler's  grandfon,  his  heir, 
permitting  him  to  take  the  name  of  Casfar ;  and 
three  parts  of  his  private  fortune  Brutus  was  to 
inherit  in  cafe  of  his  death.  The  Roman  peo- 
ple were  left  the  gardens  which  he  had  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Tyber  •,  and  every  citizen,  in 
particular,  was  to  receive  three  hundred  fef- 
tcrccs.  This  laft  bequeft  not  a  little  contri- 
buted  to  increafe  the  people's  affcftion  for  their 
late  dictator  -,  they  now  began  to  confider  Ca^far 
as  a  father,  who,  not  fatisfied  with  doing  them 
the  greateft  good  while  living,  thought  of  be- 
nefiting them  even  after  death.      As  Antony 

.con- 
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continued  readings  the  multitude  began  to  ht 
moved,  and  fighs  and  lamentationt  were  heard 
from  every  quarten  Antony  ieeii^  the  au- 
dience favourable  to  his  deligns,  now  hegjUk  to 
addreis  the  aflembly  in  a  more  pathetic  ftnun : 
he  prefented  before*  them  Caefar's  bloody  robe« 
and,  as  he  unfolded  it,  took  care  they  (hould 
obferve  the  number  of  flabs  in  it :  then  difplay*^ 
ing  an  image  which  to  them  appeared  the  bod|f 
of  Cac(ar  a^  covered  with  wounds  i  **  This,** 
cried  he,  ^*  this  is  all  that  is  left  of  him  who 
•(  was  befriended  by  the  gods,  and  loved  tqf 
^  mankind  even  to  adoration.  This  is  he  to 
**  whom  we  vowed  eternal  fidelity,  and  whofe 
**  perfon  both  the  fenate  and  the  people  con* 
*^  currcd  to  declare  was  facred.  Behold  now 
^  the  execution  of  thefe  vows :  behold  here 
**  the  proofs  of  our  gratitude !  The  braveft 
^*  of  men  deftroyed  by  the  mod:  ungraceful  of 
'^  mankind !  He  who  {howered  down  his  be- 
*^  nefits  upon  the  becrayen,  found  his  death 
**  as  the  only  return !  Is  there  none  to  re- 
*^  venge  his  caufe  ?  Is  there  none  that,  mihd« 
^^  ful  of  former  benefits,  will  (hew  himfelf  now 
^^  deferving  of  them  ?  Yes,  there  is  one :  Bc- 
*^  hold  me,  O  Jupiter,  thou  avenger  of  the 
^  brave,  ready  to  offer  up  my  life  on  this  glo- 
^'  nous  occafion.  And  you,  ye  deities,  pro« 
**  teftors  of  the  Roman  empire,  accept  my 
*f  iblemn  vows,  and  favour  the  reAitude  of  my 

«« intendons." 
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**  intmoona.**    The  peopk  could  now  no  bn- 
ger  OQQCain  tlieir  bdignation  ^  thcf  unaDimoufl/ 
cmd  out  for  revenge  ^  all  the  old  foldiers  who 
had  fbuglit  under  Cx&r»  burnt,  with  hb  body, 
tkeir  oorooets,  and  other  marics  of  conqueft 
vidi  which  he  had  honoured  them.    A  greac 
lunnher  of  the  firft  matrons  m  the  city  threw 
ia  char  ornaments  alio;  tilU  at  kngth,  rage 
lucxsccding  to  (brrow,  the  muUitude  ran,  with 
flaming  brands  from  the  pile,  fo  fet  fire  to  the 
CQolpiraiDrs  houies.  Inthisrageof  refentment, 
meeting  with  one  Cinna,  whom  they  miftook 
ftr  another  of  the  lame  name  who  was  in  the 
cooipincy,  they  tore  him  in  pieces.    The  con- 
fpirators   diemfelves,    however,    being    well 
guarded^  repulfed  the  multitude  with  no  greac 
trouble }  but  perceiving  the  rage  of  the  people, 
diey  thought  it,  foon  after,  fafeft  to  retire  from 
the  city.  The  populace  being  thus  left  to  them- 
iUvca,  fet  no  bounds  to  their  forrow  and  gra^ 
titude.    Divine  honours  were  granted  htm;  an 
ahar  was  ere6ted  on  the  place  where  his  body 
was  burnt,  where,  afterwards,  was  eredcd  a  co- 
hunn,  infcribed  to  the  father  of  his  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  Antony,  who  had  excited 
this  flame,  rtfolved  to  make  the  bed  of  the  oc- 
cafion.  Having  gained  the  people,  by  his  zeal 
in  Cflcfar's  caufr,  he  next  endeavoured  to  bring 
Ofer  the  fenate,  by  a  feeming  concern  for  the 
freedom  of  the  ftate.    He,  therefore,  propofed 

yoL.  II.  D  to 
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to  rtcill  Scxtus,  Pompc\'s  only  remaning  forfj 

V  ho  l:.td  concealed  himl'elf  in  Spain  fince  the 

death  of  his  fa:her;    and  to  grant  him  the 

co!r.:T.2r.d  ex  all  the  ficcrs  of  the  empire.    His 

next  ftcp  to  iheir  coniv^tnce,  was  the  quelling 

a  ftrdition  of  the  people  who  rofc  to  revenge  the 

dca:h  of  CxJar,  and  purring  their  leader  Ama* 

thus  lo  death,  who  pretended  to  be  the  fon  of 

Marius.     He,  mi'ter  this,  pretended  to  dread 

the  refentmcnt  of  the  multitude,  and  demanded 

a  puiid  for  the  fvrcurlty  of  his  perlbn.    The 

IcnaiL-   cranied  his  lequeft;    and,   under  this 

prcicx:,  he  drew  ruund  him  a  body  of  fix  thou- 

fjndrtlljii/amcn,  attached  to  his  intereft,  and 

ready  to  execute  Ir.s  ccrrrj'iands.  Thus  he  con- 

tii:i:id  e\  try  day  making  rapid  ftrides  to  abfo-^ 

lute  power ;  2II  the  anthoriry  of  government 

was  ludwd  in  his  hands  and  thole  of  his  two 

brcrhtT.^  a'one;  who  fhared  among  them,  the 

ccr.l;:l.>r,    trlbuniii^in,    and   prstorian   power, 

Kib  vows  to  re  ventre  C.tfar's  death,   leemcd 

nther  pi^ftrorcd,  or  totally  fcrgoiten;  and  his 

or.iy  2:n;5  fccrrcd  to  be  to  confirm  himfclf  in 

i!..;:  j-r/Acr,  v.hi;.h  he  had  thus  artfully  acquired. 

But  an  cbl*.iclc  to  h':.^  ambition  feemcd  to  arifc 

fi\v-;i  a  i;'  .:ircr  on  which  he  leaft  expe&ed  ic 

1  hi  v.ai  j.\.mOv-raviu^Cjefar,  afterwards  called 

AuiniUM-,  ;:s  vc  fl;a!l  henceforth  take  leave 

to  c;iU  him,  i!.o;;gii  lie  did  not  receive  the  title 

till  King  :\i\cv.    Ai :;..  ilu?,  who  was  the  grand 

nephew 
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bsphew  and  adopted  Ton  of  Cacfar,  was  at  Ap^ 
pollonia  when  his  kinfman  was  flain.  He  was 
then  but  eighteen  years  old-,  and  had  been  lent 
to  that  city  to  improve  himfelf  in  the  ftudy  of 
Grecian  literature.  Upon  the  news  of  Caefar's 
death,  notwithftanding  the  earneft  diflualion^ 
of  all  his  friends,  he  refolved  to  return  to 
Rome,  to  claim  the  inheritance,  and  revenge 
the  death  of  his  uncle.  From  the  former  pro- 
feiCons  of  Antony,  he  expefted  to  find  him  a 
^•arm  afliflant  to  his  aims-,  and  he  doubted  not,' 
by  his  Concurrence,  to  take  fignal  vengeance 
on  all  who  had  a  hand  in  the  confpiracy.  How- 
ever, he  was  greatly  difappointed.  Antony^ 
whofe  projedls  were  all  to  aggrandize  himfelf,' 
gave  him  but  a  very  cold  reception ;  and,  inftead 
of  granting  him  the  fortune  left  him  by  the 
will,  delayed  the  payment  of  it  upon  various, 
pretences,  hoping  to  check  his  ambition,  by  li- 
miting his  circumftances.  But  Auguftus  feems 
to  have  inherited,  not  only  the  wealth,  but  the 
inclinations  of  his  uncle  :  inftead,  therefore,  of 
abating  his  claims,  he  even  fold  his  own  pa- 
trimonial eftate,  to  pay  fuch  legacies  as  Csefar 
had  left;  and  particularly  that  to  the  people. 
By  thefe  means  he  gained  a  degree  of  popu- 
larity, which  his  enemies  vainly  laboured  to  di- 
minifh;  and  which,  in  fad,  he  had  many  other 
methods  to  procure.  His  converfation  was* 
elegant  and  infinuating ;  his  face  comely  an  J 
D  2  graceful r 
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graodul;  and  hb  tfiedtion  to  the  late  difistor 
lb  flnoere,  that  erciy  perfon  was  charmid^ 
cither  with  his  piety  or  hit  addrefi.  But  ifhat 
added  ftill  more  to  his  intereft,  was  the  natiit 
of  Otiir,  which  he  had  aflUmed)  and^  in  coo- 
iequence  of  which^  the  former  followers  of  hit 
uncle  DOW  flocked  in  great  numbers  tb  hini^ 
AU  theic  he  managed  with  fuch  art»  tfaatf 
while  he  gained  then:  aficftions,  he  never  loft 
their  efteem ;  fo  diat  Antony  now  began  to 
conceive  a  vioienc  jealoufy  for  the  talents  of 
bis  yoang  opponent,  and  fccietly  laboared  to 
countera&  adl  his  defigns.  In  fad,  he  did  not 
want  reafon;  for  the  army  near  Rome^  tfaac 
had  long  wiflied  to  fee  the  conipirators  pu*» 
nifhed,  began  to  turn  from  him  to  hb  Hvaiy 
whom  they  law  moiefiBoerely  bent  on  gratifying 
theirdefires.  AotDOy  having  alfe  procured  die 
guvemment  of  Hidier  Gaul  from  the  people^ 
two  of  his  legions,  that  he  had  brought  faooie 
from  hb  former  government  of  Macedonia, 
went  over  to  Auguftus,  notwithftanding  all  bis 
remonftrances  to  detadn  them.  This  produced, 
as  ufuil,  interviews,  complaints,  recriminations^ 
and  pretended  reconciliations,  which  only 
tended  to  widen  tfie  difierence;  to  that,  at 
length,  both  (ides  prepared  for  war.  Thus  the 
ilate  was  divided  into  three  diftind  Aftions : 
that  of  Augufhis,  who  aimed  at  procuring 
Cag(ar*s  inheritance,  and  reirfcnging  his  death  i 

that 
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ibat  of  AntODy,  whofc  folk  view  was  to  obtain 
afafiiliice  power;  and  that  of  the  conipirators, 
who  eqdeavoiiitd  to  refiore  the  fenate  to  its 
^nner  audKH^. 

Antopy  bemg  raiicd  Vy  die  people  to  his  new" 
govenimeiic  of  Cifa^Hoe  G911I,  contrary  to  the 
JDcKnatioDs  of  die  Jeraatet  fcMved  to  enter  upcud 
ius  province  immediately^  and  oppde  Brutus, 
wbQCOBunaodcd  a  fmaU  body  o(  troops  diere, 
^while  his  army  was  yet  entire.  He  according 
leftRome,  and  marching  .thither,  commanded 
firotus  to  depart.  Brutus,  being  unaUe  to 
oppofehim,  retired  with  his  forces ;  but  being 
purfiied  by  Antony,'  he  was  at  laft  befieged  in 
-the  city  of  Mutina,  of  which  he  fent  word  to 
ihe  fenate. 

In  die  mean  while,  Auguftus,  who,  by  this 
4ime,  iiad  nuled  .a  lx>dy  of  ten  thouland  men, 
returaed  to  Rome ;  and,  i>eing  refolved,  before 
Jie  attempted  to  take  vengeance  on  the  c(mi- 
ffiniwsj  ifpoflibfe,  todiminift  the  power  of 
Antony,  began,  by  bringing  over  the  fenate 
40  feccmd  his  deiigns.  In  this  he  fucceeded, 
by  the  credit  of  Cicero,  who  long  had  hated 
Antony,  becaufe  he  thought  him  the  enemy 
<rf  the  ftate.  Accor^gly,  by  means  of  his 
great  eloquence,  a  decree  was  pafied,  ordering 
Antony  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Mutina,  to  eva- 
cuate Ciddpine  Gaul,  and  to  await  the  further 
prdcfS  of  the  fenate  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ru- 
P  3  bicon. 
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^icon.     It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  that,  in  tk0 
prcfent  ftate  of  government  in  Rome,  a  com- 
piander,  at  the  head  of  a  vidorious  army,  would 
pay  little  attention  to  an  ineSeftive  decrea. 
Antony  treated  the  order  with  contempt;  and, 
inftead  of  obeying,  began  to  profefs  his  dif- 
pleafure  at  being  hitherto  lb  fubmiflive.  Nothing 
now,  therefore,  remained  for  the  fenate,.  but  to 
declare  him  an  enemy  to  the  ftate,  and  to  fend 
Auguftus,  with  the  army  he  had  raifed,  to  curb 
his  infolence.     Auguftus  was  very  ready  to 
offer  his  army  for  this  expedition,  in  order  to 
punifli  his  own  private  injuries,  before  he  un- 
dertook thofe  of  the  public.   The  two  confuls, 
^irtius  and  Panfa,  joined  al(b  their  forces;  and 
thus  combined,  they  marched,  at  the  head  <tf 
a  numerous  army,  againft  Antony,  into  Cif* 
alpine  Gaul.    He,  on  his  part,  was  not  floir 
in  oppofing  them.   After  one  or  two  ineffefbual 
conflidls,  both  armies  came  to  a  general  en- 
gagement ;    in    which  Antony  was  defeatedt 
and  compelled  to  fly  to  Lepidus,  who  com- 
manded a  body  of  forces  in  Further  Gaul.  This 
vidlory,  however,  which  promifed  the  fenate  (b 
much  fucccfs,  produced  effefts  very  different 
from  their  expcftations.   The  two  confqls  were 
mortally  wounded  ;  but  Panfa,  previous  to  his 
death,  calling  Auguftus  to  his  bed-fide,  ad- 
vik-d   him  to  join  with  Antony,  telling  him, 
that  the  fcnace  only  defired  to  deprels  bo^ 
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ty  bppofing  them  to  each  other.  The  advice  , 
rf  the  dying  conful  funk  deep  on  the  fpirits  of 
Auguftus ;  fo  that,  from  that  time,  he  only 
fought  a  pretext  to  break  with  them.  Their  « 
giving  the  command  of  a  part  of  his  army  to 
Decimus  Brutus,  and  their  denying  him  a  tri- 
umph foon  after,  fcrved  to  alienate  his  mind 
entirely  from  them,  and  made  him  refolve  to 
join  Antony  and  Lepidus.  He  was  willing, 
however,  to  try  the  fcnate  thoroughly,  before 
he  came  to  an  open  rupture-,  wherefore,  he  fent 
to  demand  the  confulfhip,  v/hich  was  refcfcd 
him.  He  then  thought  Klmfclf  obliged  to  keep 
no  meafures  whh  that  affembly,  but  privately 
fent  to  found  the  inclinations  of  Antony  and 
Lepidus,  concerning  a  junftion  of  forces,  and 
found  them  as  eager  to  aflift,  as  the  fenate  was 
to  oppofe  him. .  Antony  was,  in  fad,  the  ge- 
neral of  both  armies;  and  Lepidus  was  only 
nominally  fo,  his  foldiers  refufing  to  obey  him 
upon  the  approach  of  the  former.  Wherefore, 
upon  being  aflured  of  the  affiftance  of  Auguftus, 
upon  their  arrival  in  Italy,  they  foon  eroded 
the  Alps,  with  an  army  of  feventeen  legions, 
breathing  revenge  againft  all  who  had  oppofcd 
their  defigns. 

The  fenate  now  began,  too  late,  to  perceive 

their  error,  in  offering  to  difoblige  Auguftus; 

they,  therefore,  gave  him  the  confulfliip,  vvliich 

;hcy  had  fo  lately  refufc  d  5  and,  to  prevent  his 

P  4.  joining 
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joining  with  AntlMonj^  flattered  hiin  with  nefi^ 
honours,  and  gave  liim  a  power  fuperior  to  lU 
law.  The  firft  ufe  Auguftus  made  of  his  nesr 
authority,  was  to  procure  a  law  for  thecondem- 
*  nation  of  Brutus  and  Ctflius ;  and,  in  ihort:,  to 
join  his  forces  with  thofe  of  Antony  and  Le-  | 
pidus. 

The  meeting  of  thefe  three  ufurpers  of  their 
country's  freedom,  was  near  Mudna,  upon  a 
littk  ifland  of  the  river  Panarus.  Their  mutual 
fufpicions  wtre  the  cauie  of  their  meeting  in  a 
place  where  they  could  not  fear  any  treachery  i 
for,  even  in  their  uni^Dt  they  could  hoc  dive& 
themfclves  of  mutual  difSdrnce.  Lepidus  firft 
entered ;  and,  finding  all  thin§i  ftft,  made  tte 
fignal  for  the  other  two  to  approach.  Thef 
embraced  each  other  upon  their  firft  meedngt 
and  Auguftus  began  the  confereace,  by  thank- 
ing Antony  for  his  zeal,  in  putting  Decimui 
Brutus  to  death  I  who,  being  abandoned  by  lus 
army,  was  taken,  as  he  was  defigning  to  efcape 
into  Macedonia,  and  beheaded  by  Antony's 
command.  They  then  entered  upon  the  bufi- 
nefs  that  lay  before  them,  without  any  retrofpec- 
tion  of  the  paft.  Their  conference  Uifted  (ot 
three  days;  and,  in  tUs  period,  they  fixed  a 
divifion  of  government,  and  determined  upon 
the  face  of  thoufands.  One  can  fcarce  avoid 
wondering,  how  that  dtf,  which  gave  binh  an 
fuch  men  as Fabricius  and Cato,  oouldnow  be  a 

lame 
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tame  ipcdator  of  a  conference  which  bartered 
Aw«y  the  lives  and  libcrdcs  of  the  people  at 
fheir  plcilarc*     To  (tx  thclc  three  men  leatedt 
vs  itJiout  atiendants,  on  the  highell  pan  of  « 
dcfolate  ifland,  marking  out  whok  cities  and 
nations  for  deftniftion,  and  yet  none  to  oppofe 
their  dcfigna,  Ihcws  whut  changes  tuny  quickJy 
be  wnDught  in  the  braveft  people  in  a  very  ftiort 
lixnc.     The  rcfult  of  their  conference  was>  that 
the  fiiprcme  autliority  Ihould  be  lodged  in  their 
Ittodi,  under  the  title  of  the  Triumvirate,  for 
the  fpMct  of  Eve  years  i   that  Antony  ihould 
have  Gaul ;  Lepidus^  Spain ;  and  Auguftus, 
Africa^  and  the  Mediterranean  iQands.   As  for 
Ualy^  and  the  eaCtern  provinces,  they  were  to 
itmaia  in  comtnon,  until  their  general  ciKmy 
was  entirely  fubdued.    But  the  laft  article  o£ 
their  union  was  a  dreadful  one :  it  was  agreed, 
that  all  their  enemies  ftiould  be  deftroycd,  of 
which  each   prefentcd  a  lift.     In  thefc  were 
comprifcd,    not  only  the   enemies>    but  the 
friends  of  the  Triumvirate,  fincc  the  parti&ns 
of  the  one  were  often  found  among  the  oppofe pi 
of  the  othen    Thus  Lepidus  gave  up  his  bro- 
ther Panlus  to  the  vengeance  of  his  coUeaguei 
Antony  permitted  the  prolcription  of  his  uncle 
Ltidusi  and  Auguftus  delivered  up  the  great 
Cicero  •    The  moft  facred  rights  of  nature  wci^ 
violated;  three  hundred  fenators,  and  above 
two  thotilandknightSy  were  included  in  this 

terrible 
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terrible  profcription  -,  their  fortunes  were  ccm« 
fifcated,  and  their  murderers  enriched  with  the 
Ipoil.  Rome  foon  felt  the  effefts  of  this  infer- 
nal union :  nothing  but  cries  and  lamentations 
were  to  be  heard  through  all  the  city,  fcarce  an 
houfe  efcaping  without  a  murder.  No  man  dar- 
ed to  refufe  entrance  to  the  afTaffins,  although 
he  had  no  other  hopes  of  fafety  ;  and  this  city, 
that  was  once  the  beauty  of  the  world,  feemed 
now  reduced  to  defolation  without  an  army ; 
and  now  felt  the  effcfts  of  an  invading  enemy, 
with  all  the  deliberate  malice  of  cool-blooded 
flaughter. 

In  this  horrid  carnage,  Cicero  was  one  of 
thofe  principally  fought  after,  who,  for  a  while, 
fccmed  to  evade  the  malice  of  his  purfuers;  but 
upon  hearing  of  the  flaughters  that  were  com- 
miued  at  Rome,  he  fet  forward  from  his  Tuf- 
culan  villa,  towards  the  fea-fide,  with  an  intent 
to  tranfport  himfelf  diredly  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  enemies.  ^  There  finding  a  veffel  ready,  he 
prefently  embarked;  but  the  winds  being 
averfe,  and  the  fea  wholly  uneafy  to  him, 
after  he  had  failed  about  two  leagues  along  the 
coaft,  he  was  obliged  to  land,  and  fpend  the 
night* upon  Ihore.  From  thence  he  was  forced, 
by  the  importunity  of  his  fervants,  on  board 
again ;  but  was  foon  after  obliged  to  land  at  a 
country  feat  of  his,  a  mile  from  the  fliore, 
weary  of  life,  and  declaring  he  was  rcfolved  to 

die 
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ydie  ID  that  country  which  he  had  fo  often  failed. 
Here  he  flcpt  foundly  for  feme  time,  till  his 
jervants  once  n\ore  forced  him  away  in  a  litter 
towards  the  fliip,  having  heard  that  he  was  pur- 
fuedby  a  party  of  Antony's  aflaflins.    They 
were  fcarce  departed,  when  the  aflfaQins  arrived 
^t  his  hopfe,  and,  perceiving  him  to  be  fled, 
purfued  him  immediately  towards  the  fea,  and 
overtook  him  in  a  wood  that  lay  near  the  (here. 
Their  leader  was  one  Popilius  Lenus,  a  tribune 
of  the  army,  whofe  life  Cicero  had  formerly 
defended  and  faved.     As  foon  as  the  foldicrs 
appeared,  the  fervants  prepared  to  defend  their 
matter's  life,  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  -,  but 
Cicero  commanded  them  to  fet  him  down,  and 
to  make  no  refiftance.     They  foon  cut  off  his 
head  and  his  hands,  returning  with  them  to 
Rome,  as  the  moft  agreeable  prefent  to  their 
cruel  employer.     Antony,  who  was  then  at 
Jlome,  received  them  with  extreme  joy,  reward- 
ed the  murderer  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  and 
placed  Cicero's  head  on  the  roftrum,    as  if 
there  once  more  to  reproach  his  vile  inhuma- 
nity.    Cicero  was  flain  in  the  fixty-third  year  of 
his  age,   but  not  until  he  had  fecn  his  country 
ruined  before  him.    "  The  glory  he  obtained,'* 
fays  Julius  Caefar,   '^  was  as  much  above  all 
**  other  triumphs,  as  the  extent  of  the  Romaji 
**  genius  was  above  that  of  the  bounds  of  the 
♦*  Rpman  empire." 

?  Thus 
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Thus  cbe  profcxiption  nvmit  on  to  fage  Ar 
feme  ciiDe  with  as  much  Violence  as  when  k 
began.  As  many  as  could  cfcape  ks  cturitf 
fled  eidier  into  Macedonia  to  Brutus,  or  Ibuud 
fcfuge  wicb  young  Pompey,  who  was  aovr  in 
&cUy,  and  covescd  the  Mediterranem  with  his 
Bumeious  navy.  Their  cruelties  were  not  * 
inmed  at  the  men  ajooe  %  bat  the  fefter  leai 
were  in  danger  of  being  marked  as  objefts  ei- 
ther of  avarice  or  refentment.  They  made  out 
a  lift  of  fourteen  hundred  ^iromen  of  the  beft 
quality,  and  the  richcft  in  the  city,  who  weie 
ordered  to  give  in  an  account  of  their  ibrtuhes, 
so  be  taiced  in  proportion.  But  this  ieemed  ib 
unpopular  a  meafure,  and  was  fo  firmly  oppoled 
by  Hortenfia,  who  fpoke  againft  it,  that,  in- 
ftcad  of  fourteen  hundred  women,  they  were 
content  to  tax  only  four  hundied.  However, 
they  made  up  the  deficiency,  l^  extending  the 
tax  upon  men  i  near  an  hundred  thoufimd,  as 
well  citizens  as  (Irangers,  were  compelled  to 
fumifli  fupplics,  to  the  fubvcrfion  of  their 
coxintry's  freedom.  At  lafl,  both  the  avarice 
and  vengeance  of  the  Triumviri  ieemed  fully 
iatisfied,  and  they  went  into  the  fenate  to  de- 
clare that  the  profcription  was  at  an  end ;  and 
thus  having  deluged  the  city  with  blood,  Au- 
guftus  and  Antony,  leaving  Lepidus  to  de- 
fend Rome  in  their  abfence,  marched  with 
^eir  army  to  oppofe  the  coqfpiratorsi  who 
3  were 
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0ir  «c  die  head  «tf«  Itmiidabla  iM^  iit 

A&L 

Brams  and  Cofltas,  die  primj{nl  of  tbde, 
uftM  tbb  dMdi  tff  C^dur  being  compelkd  » 
<pk  Romc^  trent  imo  Greece  wheit  they  |)er* 
fMded  Ae  RMom  ftudents  at  Atheitt  »  deda^ 
m  die  cauffe  of  fteedom;  then  parang,  tlie 
fynxmr  lai&d  a  powerful  army  in  MaoedaaM^ 
and  tie  sdjaoent  countriea,  while  the  laifjer 
wtM  kmi  Sytia^  whete  fae  toon  became  maOer 
m  fWtlM  Itgioiis^  and  f^uced  liis  opponent^ 
IMMkUa,  «6fiidiftf^(it6aaiokitthimfeU; 
JMtk  tMfiifei  ftoii  after  joining  at  Smytna,  the 
figbcirf'  teh  a  ibnnidable  ftoroe  began  td  re- 
¥ii^  the  dodinkig  ^riritt  of  the  party,  and  to 
ft'Anutfe  dKfWo  gemiab  ftUl  more  cicely,  be- 
tween whom  there  had  been^  ibme  time  before, 
a  iyght  taifundei^andifig.  In  fliott,  having 
^nftead  Italy  like  diftit0ed  exiles,  wtthouc 
Ittfihgotteiin^ibldieroronecown  that  own- 
ed thcit-  comttiand,  they  now  found  themfelves 
at  the  head  of  a  flouriOiing  army,  furmilied 
with  aH  the  neceffiries  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
aad  in  a  condition  to  fnpport  a  conteft  where 
the  empire  of  the  world  depended  on  the  evtnu 
This  fucceis  in  riiiing  levies  was  entirely  owing 
ao  the  juftice,  moderation,  and  great  humanity 
0f  Bratus,  who,  in  every  inOrance,  (eemed  (lu- 
dioos  of  die  happinefs  c^  his  country,  and  not 
his  own. 

Ic 
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.;  .^  r.  :::.  :  :-:^-'ijij'z  ftiir  of  ihc'rr  afTair^v 
.:  :.:  .:::::  .-^•--  -  ".az  : .  rrr.^i  i  rrii -jrlon  of 
jii"U  ^-T.ic  •..'r:rir'i,  v-rro.  cr.  her  fide, 
:iix  r/.iL.:  i-T-L!  i'^r:tLri_:::r.s  to  anlii  ihcir  op- 
•.ricn:: .  H .  - : .  t :,  ir.  t .  :s  tr::  evened  from 
L:^  :•..-:•-  t  : .  :.-  .'Sirzr-.OTj  zhiz  Augullus 
xu  -.:-: .  ■  -  -F  t't  r.i'X  up:r.  -^-.r.r  .T.arch,  with 
'.y^'  t:^.:-.=  ::  :y7'::'s:  ir-r.—.  B.-utus  now, 
iicr^.-f;?-::-  -:.  ;i  z:^  hive  ih-t-r  2rn:y  pals  over 
!Kr:  J^-r;:r  i..- -  Mi: eicr: 2,  ar.d  there  meet 
^Tc  iT'^TT;.  ;  r^:  Ciil:i;>  :o  lar  prevailed,  as  to 
Vu-'z  z''t  K'y2.irr-  i-j  L> ::ir.s  nrfi  reduced, 
V :.:  r^i  ncfLJrii  their  uiuai  contributions. 
1^^  :XT';r'*i:::on  >*a5  iirn^tdiately  put  in  ex- 
<c- v:r,  iTid  extriordjnan-  conrlbutions  were 
ri-:'ri  ry  :>.*:  .T.ezns,  ifce  Rhodians  having 
iV^-ct  if)  ihir.g  left  thc-*n  but  their  lives.  The 
Lyc^ins  xfrrc-.;  :::11  more  fcverely  ;  for,  hav- 
irc  ihui  :hcirxlvcs  up  :n  the  city  of  Xanthius, 
they  defe."cea  the  place  agiinil  Brutus  with 
fuch  fur>',  that  neither  his  arts  nor  entreaties 
could  prevail  upon  them  to  furrender.  At 
length,  the  town  being  kt  on  fire,  by  their  at- 
tempting to  burn  the  works  of  the  Romans, 
Brutus,  inllrad  of  laying  hold  on  this  oppor- 
tunity to  ftorm  the  pKicc,  made  every  effort  to 
prefervc  it,  enircating  his  I'uldiers  to  try  all 
means  of  exiingiiilhing  ihc  lire  :  but  the  defpe- 
rate  phrenzy  of  tlic  citizens  wus  not  to  be  mol- 
lified,    t^r  from  thinking  thcml'clvcs  obliged 
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to  their  generous  enemy,  for  the  efforts  which 
were  made  to  fave  them,  they  refolved  to  perilh 
in  the  flames.  Wherefore,  inftead  of  extin-  ' 
guifhing,  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  aug- 
ment the  fire,  by  throwing  in  wood,  dry  reeds, 
and  all  kinds  of  fuel.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
dtftreis  of  Brutus,  upon  feeing  the  townfmen 
thus  refolutely  bent  on  deftroying  themfelves  ; 
he  rode  about  the  fortifications,  ftretching  out 
his  hands  *  to  the  Xanthians,  and  conjuring 
then  to  have  pity  on  themfelves  and  their  city  i 
but,  infenfible  to  his  expoftulations,  they  rufh^ 
ed  into  the  flames  with  defperate  obftinacy, 
and  the  whole  foon  became  an  heap  of  undi- 
ftinguifliable  ruin.  At  this  horrid  fpedlacle 
Brutus  melted  into  tears,  ofTering  a  reward  ta 
every  foldier  who  fhould  bring  him  a  Lyciaa 
alive.  The  number  of  thofe  whom  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  fave  from  their  own  fury  amounted  to 
oo  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Brutus  and  Caflius  met  once  more  at  Sardis, 
where,  after  the  ufual  ceremonies  were  paft  be- 
tween them,  they  refolved  to  have  a  private 
conference  together.  They  (hut  themfelves  up, 
therefore,  in  the  firft  convenient  houfe,  with 
cxprefs  orders  to  their  fcrvants  to  give  no 
admiflion.  Brutus  began,  by  reprimanding 
Caflius  for  having  difpofed  of  offices,  which 
(hould  ever  be  the  reward  of  merit,  and  for 
having  overtaxed  the  tributary  ftates.     Caflius 

retoncd 
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moitrd  the  imputatioo  of  avtricc.  wkh  the  moM 
bicteniefsy  as  he  knew  the  charge  tQ  be  ground- 
hb:    The  debate  grew  waruit  tiU»  firqm  kmi 
fpeakmgt  they  burft  into  tears    xWir  fntaiMf, 
who  were  {landing  at  the  door,  ovcihcatd  ibm 
increaiing  vehemence  of  their  Voiocs^  and  be- 
gan to  dread  for  the  coofequences,  till  FaYD« 
nius,  who  valued  htmfelf  upon  a  cynical  bold* 
nefs,  that  knew  no  rcftraint,  entering  the  room 
with  a  jelt,    calmed  iheir  mutual  animofilj. 
Caffius  was  ready  enough  to  ibrqgo  his  anger* 
being  a  man  of  great  abilities,  but  of  uneven  di(- 
poiitbn ;  not  averfe  to  pltafure  in  private  com* 
pany  \  and,  upon  the  whole,  of  morals  not  quits 
fincere.  But  the  condud  of  Brutus  was  always 
perfcdly  fteady.    An  even  gentleneis,  a  noUe 
de vation  of  fentiments,  a  ftrength  o(  mind  over 
which  neither  vioe  nor  pkafure  could  have  any 
influence,  an  inflexible  firmnels  in  the  defence 
of  juftice,  compofed  the  charader  of  that  great 
man.    In  confequence  of  thefe  qualities,  he 
was  beloved  by  his  army,  doated  upon  by  his 
friends,  and  admired  by  all  good  men.    After 
their  conference,  night  coming  on,  Caffius  in* 
vited  Brutus  and  his  friends  to  an  entertain- 
ment, where  freedom  and  chearfulnefs,  for  a 
while,  took  place  of  political  anxiety,  and 
fottcned  the  feverity  of  wifdom.    Upon  retir- 
ing home  it  was  that  Brutus,  as  Plutarch  cells 
the  ikory,  faw  a  fpcdre  in  his  tent.    He  natu- 
rally 
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radly  flept  but  little,  and  he  had  incrcafed  thii 
ftatc  of  watchfulnefs  by  habit  and  great  jfobriety . 
He  never  allowed  himfelf  to  fleep  in  j|ie  day 
dme,  as  was  then  common  in  Rome )  and  only 
gave  fo  much  of  the  night  to  fleep  as  could 
barely  renew  the  natural  funftions.     But  efpe- 
cially  dow^    when  oppreft  with  fuch  various 
CareSj  he  only  gave  a  fhort  time  after  his  nightly 
repaft  to  reft ;  and,  waking  about  midnight, 
genendly  read  or  ftudied  till  morning.     It  was 
in  the  dead  of  the  night,  when  the  whole  campf 
was  pcrfedly  quiet,  that  Brutus  was  thus  em- 
ploy^ in  reading  by  a  lamp  that  was  juft  ex- 
{^tring.     On  a  fudden  he  thought  he  heard  a 
rioife  as  if  fome  body  entered,  and  looking  to- 
wards the  door  he  perceived  it  open.  A  gigan- 
tic figure,  with  a  frightful  afpeft,  ftood  before 
him,  and  continued  to  gaze  upon  him  with  filent 
fcverity.     At  laft  Brutus  had  courage  to  fpeak 
to  it :   **  Art  thou  a  daemon  or  a  mortal  man  ? 
"  and  why  comeft  thou  to  me  ?"   "  Brutus,'*. 
itplied  the  phantom,  "  I  am  thy  evil  genius; 
**  diou  ftialt  fee  me  again  at  Philippi."  *'  Wellj 
then,"  anfwered  Brutus,  without  being  difcom- 
tK)fed,  **  we  fliall  meet  again."     Upon  which 
the  phantom  vaniftied,  and  Brutus  calling  td 
his  fcrvants,  afked  if  they  haVl  leen  any  thing  j 
to  which  replying  in  the  negative,  he  again  re- 
fumed  his  ftudics.     But  as  he  was  ftruck  with 
h  ftrange  an  occurence,  he  mentioned  it  the 
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next  day  to  CaflTius,  who,  being  an  Epicurean, 
afcribed  it  to  the  effecl  of  an  imagination  too 
much  txcrcifcd  by  vigilance  and  anxiety.  Bratus 
appeared  fatisficd  with  this  folution  of  his  late 
terrors  j  and  as  Antony  and  Auguftus  were  now 
advanced  into  Macedonia,  Brutus  and  his  col- 
league foon  paflcd  over  into  Thrace,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  city  of  Philippi,  near  which  the 
forces  of  the  triumviri  were  polled. 

All  mankind  now  began  to  regard  the  ap- 
proaching armies  with  terror  and  fufpcnfc.  The 
empire  of  the  world  depended  upon  the  fate  of 
a  battle  •,  as  from  victory,  on  the  one  fide,  they 
had  to  cxpcft  frcdom  ;  but  from  the  other,  a 
fovcrcign  with  abfolute  command.  Brutus  was 
the  only  man  who  looked  upon  tliefe  great 
events  before  him  with  calmnefs  and  tranqui- 
lity. Indifferent  as  to  fucccfs,  and  fatisficd  with 
having  done  his  duty,  he  faid  to  one  of  his 
friends,  **  If  I  gain  the  vidlory,  I  (hall  reftore 
•*  liberty  to  my  country  ;  if  I  lofe  it,  by  dying, 
•*  I  (hall  be  delivered  from  (la very  myfelf ;  my 
**  condition  is  fixed,  and  I  run  no  hazards.** 
•  The  republican  army  confifted  of  fourfcore 
thoufand  foot,  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe.  The" 
army  of  the  triumviri  amounted  to  an  hundred 
thoufand  foot,  and  thirteen  thoufand  horfe. 
Thus  complete,  on  both  fides,  they  met  and 
encamped  near  each  other  upon  the  plains  of 
Philippi,  a  city  upon  the  confines  of  Thrace. 

This 
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This  city  was  fituated  upon  a  mountain,  to- 
wards the  weft  of  which  a  pkin  ftrctched  itfelf, 
by  a  gentle  declivity,  almoft  fifteen  leagues  to 
the  banks  of  the  river  Strymon.  In  this  plain^ 
about  two  miles  from  the  town,  were  two  little 
hills* at  about  a  mile  diftance  from  each  other, 
defended  on  one  fide  by  inountains,  on  the 
other  by  a  marfh  which  communicated  with 
the  fca.  *  It  was  upon  thefe  two  hills  that 
K'utus  and  Cafllus  fixed  their  camps  :  Brutus 
on  the  hill  towards  the  north  -,  Caflius  on  that 
towards  the  fouth:  and  in  the  intermediate 
ipaqe  which  feparated  them,  they  caft  up  lines 
and  a  parapet  from  one  hill  to  the  other.  Tbus 
they  kept  a  firm  communication  between  the 
two  camps,  which  mutually  defended  each 
other.  In  this,  commodious  fituation  they 
could  ad  as  they  thought  proper,  and  give  bat» 
tic  only  when  it  was  thought  to  their  advantage 
to  engage.  Behind  them  was  the  fea,  which 
fumi(hed  them  with  all  kinds  of  proviGons  ; 
and  at  twelve  miles  diftance,  the  iQand  of  Tha- 
fos,  which  fervcd  them  for  a  general  magazine. 
The  triumviri,  on  the  other  hand,  were  en- 
camped on  the  plain  below,  and  were  obliged 
to  bring  their  provifions  from  fifteen  leagues 
diftance  •,  fo  that  their  fcheme  and  intereft  was 
to  bring  on-a  battle  as  foon  as  they  could.  This 
they  offered  feveral  times,  drawing  out  their 
men  from  their  camp,  and  provoking  the  enemy 
E  2  to 
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to  engage.  On  the  ccmrarr,  thcfe  cootentCiT 
thcmiclv  cs  w::h  crawi-g  up  thctr  troops  at  the 
head  of  their  Cimps,  but  without  dcfcendii^  to 
the  plain.  This  reiblutxxi  cf  pottpooing  the 
battle,  was  ail  :hat  the  republican  army  had 
for  it  -,  and  CiSus,  who  was  aware  of  his  ad- 
vantage, reiblvcd  to  hirrals  the  enemy  rather 
than  engage  th:rrr..  But  Brwtus  began  to  fuf- 
ped  the  ndei::\"  cf  fotne  of  his  officers,  lb  that 
he  uled  all  his  influence  to  perfuade  Caflius  to 
change  his  rerdution.  *'  I  am  impatient,"  laid 
he,  "  to  put  an  end  to  the  mifcries  of  mankind, 
**  and  in  that  I  have  hopes  of  fucceeding 
"  whether  I  fall  or  conqcer."  His  wiihes  were 
foon  graiiSed ;  for  Antony's  foldiers  having, 
with  great  labo'jr,  made  a  road  through  the 
marih  which  hy  to  the  left  of  Caflius*s  camp, 
by  that  mears  opened  a  communication  with 
the  ifland  of  Thalos,  w  hich  lay  behind  him. 
Both  armies,  in  attempting  to  pofiefs  them- 
felvcs  of  this  roaJ,  reiblvcd,  at  length,  to 
come  to  a  general  engagement.  This,  how- 
ever, was  contrar)-  to  the  advice  of  Cafiius,  who 
dcclarcil,  tlia:  he  was  forced,  as  Pompet  had 
formerly  been,  to  expole  the  libeny  of  Rome 
to  the  ha7:.rJ  of  a  bartk.  The  enluing  morn- 
ing the  two  ^t-nerals  gave  the  fignal  for  engag- 
ing, and  confered  together  a  little  while  before 
the  battle  began.  Caflius  defircd  to  know  how 
Brutus  intended  to  act  in  cafe  they  were  un- 

fuccelsful  I 
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Ihcceisful :  to  which  the  other  replied,  "  That 
^  he  had  formerly,  in  his  writings,  condemned 
"  the  death  of  Cato;  and  maintained,  that  avoid- 
**  ing  calamities  by  fuicide,  was  an  infolent  at- 
**  tempt  againft  Heaven  that  fcnt  them ;  but  he 
"  had  now  altered  his  opinions,  and,  having 
"  given  up  his  life  to  his  country,  he  thought 
**  he  had  a  right  to  his  own  way  of  ending  it ; 
•*  wherefore  he  was  refolved  to  chancre  a  mi- 
••  ferable  being  here,  for  a  better  hereafter  if 
•*  fortune  proved  againft  him/*     "  Well  faid, 
•*  my  friend;"   cried  Caffius  embracing  him, 
•'  now  we  may  venture  to  face  tlic  enemy  -,  for 
*'  cither  we  Ihall  be  conquerors  ourfelves,  or 
*'  we  fhall  have  no  caufe  to  fear  thofe  that  are 
•*  fo."  Auguftus  being  fick,  the  forces  of  the 
triumviri  were  commanded  alone  by  Antony, 
who  began  the  engagement  by  a  vigorous  at- 
tack upon  the  lines  of  Caffius.     Brutus,  on  the 
other  fide,  made  a  dreadful  erruption  on  the 
army  of  Auguftus  -,  and  drove  forward  with  fo 
much  intrepidity,  that  he  broke  them  upon  the 
very  firft  charge.     Upon  this  he  penetrated  as 
far  as  the  camp,  and  cutting  in  pieces  thofe  who 
were  left  for  its  defence,  his  troops  immediately 
began  to  plunder :  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
lines  of  Caffius  were  forced,  and  his  cavalry  put 
to  flight.     There  was  no  effort  that  this  unfor- 
tunate general  did  not  try  to  make  his  infantry 
ftand,  flopping  thofe  that  fled,  and  fci^ing  him- 
E  3  felf 
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fclf  the  colours  to  rally  them.  But  his  own 
valour  alone  was  not  fufficient  to  infpire  his  ti- 
morous army.  He  faw  himfelf  entirely  routed, 
his  camp  taken,  and  himfelf  obliged  to  retire 
under  a  little  hill  at  fome  dillance.  Brutus^ 
nvho  had  gained  a  complete  viftory,  was  juft 
returning  at  this  interval  with  his  triuniphant 
army,  when  he  found  that  all  was  loft  on  the 
part  of  his  aflbciate  ;  he  fent  out  a  body  of  ca- 
valry to  bring  him  news  of  Caflius,  who,  per- 
ceiving them  advance  towards  him,  fent  one 
Titinius  to  inform  himfelf  whether  they  were 
friends  or  enemies.  Titinius  foon  joined  this 
body,  who  received  him  with  great  tranfport, 
informing  him  of  their  fuccefs ;  but  delaying 
too  long,  Caflius  began  to  miftake  them  for 
what  his  fears  had  fuggefted,  and  crying  out, 
**  that  he  had  expofed  his  dearcft  friend  to  be 
**  taken  prifoncr,"  he  retired  to  his  tent  with 
one  of  his  freed  men,  named  Pindarus,  who 
flew  him,  and  then  was  never  heard  of  after. 
Titinius  arrived  in  triumph  with  the  body  of 
horfcmen,  but  his  joy  was  foon  turned  into 
anguifti  upon  feeing  his  friend  dead  in  the  tent 
before  him  ; .  upon  which,  accuflng  his  own 
delay  as  the  caufe,  he  puniflied  it  with  falling 
on  his  fword.  Brutus  was  by  this  time  in- 
formed of  the  defeat  of  Caflius,  and  foon  after 
of  his  death  as  he  drew  near  the  camp.  He 
feemed  fcarce  able  to  reftrain  the  excefs  of  his 

gticf 
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grief  for  a  man  whom  he  called  the  laft  of  the 
Romans.  He  bathed  the  .dead  body  with  his 
tears  5  and,  telling  his  friends  that  he  thought 
Caflius  very  happy  in  being  beyond  the  reach 
of  thofe  misfortunes  which  remained  for  them 
to  fuffer,  he  ordered  him  to  be  privatel)^  re- 
moved, left  the  knowledge  of  his  death  (hould 
defpirit  the  army.  It  was  only  this  precipitate  . 
defpair  of  Caffius  which  gave  the  enemy  the 
^vantage,  fince,  till  then,  the  republicans 
might  be  faid  to  have  the  fuperiority. 

The  firft  care  of  Brutus,  when  he  became 

the  fole  general,  was  to  affemble  the  difperft 

troops  of  Caflius,  and  animate  them  with  frefti 

hopes  of  viftory.     As  they  had  loft  hi  they 

poffeft  by  the  plundering  of  their  camp,  he 

promifed  them  two  thoufand  denarii  each  man 

to  make  up  their  loflTes.     This  once  more  in- 

fpired  them  with  new  ardour  j  they  admired 

the  liberality  of  their  general,  and  with  loud 

fliouts  proclaimed  his  former  intrepidity.    Still, 

however,  he  had  not  confidence  fufficient  to  face 

■the  adverfary,  who  offered  him  battle  the  enfu- 

ing  day.  His  aim  was  to  ftarve  his  enemies,  who 

were  in  extreme  want  of  provifions,  their  fleet 

having  been  lately  defeated.     But  his  fingle 

opinion  was  over-ruled  by  the  reft  of  his  army, 

.who  now  grew  every  day  more  confident,  of 

their  ftrength,  and  more  arrogant  to  their  new 

general.     He  was,  therefore,  at  laft,  after  a 

JE  4  refpite 
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refpitc  of  twenty  days,  obliged  to  comply  with 
their  folicitations  to  try  the  fate  of  the  battle* 
Both  armies  being  drawn  out,  they  remained  a 
long  while  oppofite  to  each  other  without  of- 
fering to  engage.  It  is  faid  that  he  himfelf 
had  loft  much  of  his  natural  ardour  by  having 
feen  the  fpedtre  the  night  preceding :  however, 
he  encouraged  his  men  as  much  as  pofTible,  and 
gave  the  fignal  for  battle  within  three  hours  of 
fun-fct.  He  had,  as  ufual,  the  advantage  where 
he  commanded  in  perfon ;  he  bore  down  the 
enemy  at  the  head  of  his  infantry,  and,  fupport- 
ed  by  his  cavalry,  made  a  very  great  flaughter. 
But  his  left  wing,  fearing  to  be  taken  in  flank, 
ftretched  itfelf  out  in  order  to  enlarge  its  front; 
by  means  of  which  it  became  too  weak  to  (land 
the  Ihock  of  the  enemy.  It  was  there  that 
the  army  of  Brutus  began  to  yield ;  and  An- 
tony pufhing  forward,  drove  the  enemy  fo  far 
back  as  to  be  able  to  turn  and  attack  Brutus  in 
the  rear.  The  troops  which  had  belonged  to 
CafTius  communicated  their  terror  tp  the  reft 
of  the  forces,  till,  at  laft,  the  whole  army  gave 
way.  Brutus,  furrounded  by  the  moft  valiant 
of  his  officers,  Jought  for  a  long  time  with  ^ 
amazing  valour.  The  fon  of  Cato  fell  fighting 
by  his  fide,  as  alfo  the  brother  of  Caffius ;  fo 
that,  at  laft,  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  neceflity, 
and  Rc6.  In  the  mean  time  the  two  trium- 
viri, nqw  afliircfl  of  victory,  exprcfly  ordered 
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%f  no  means  to  fuffcr  the  general  to  efcape,  for 
four  he  fliould  renew  the  war.  Thus  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  ieemed  chiefly  intent  on 
Brutus  alone,  and  his  capture  (eemed  inevita- 
ble. In  this  deplorable  exigence,  Lucilius, 
his  friend,  was  rcfolved,  by  his  own  death,  to 
cSe&  his  general's  deliveiy.  Upon  perceiving 
a  body  of  Thracian  horfe  clofely  purfuing  Bru* 
tus,  and  juft  upon  the  point  of  taking  him,  he 
boldly  threw  himfelf  in  their  way,  telling  them 
that  he  was  Brutus.  The  Thracians,  overjoyed 
with  ib  great  a  prize,  immediately  difpatched 
fome  of  their  companions,  with  the  news  of  their 
iuccefs,  to  the  army.  Upon  which,  the  ardour 
of  the  purfuit  now  abating,  Antony  marched 
out  to  meet  his  prifoner,  and  to  hailen  his 
death,  or  infult  his  misfortunes.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  great  number  of  officers  and  foldiers, 
fome  filently  deploring  the  fate  of  fo  virtuous 
a  man  -,  others  reproaching  that  mean  define  of 
life  for  which  he  confented  to  undergo  capti- 
vity. Antony  now  feeing  the  Thracians  ap- 
proach, began  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  inter- 
view •,  but  the  faithful  Lucilius,  advancing 
with  a  chearful  air,  "  It  is  not  Brutus,'*  faid 
he,  "  that  is  taken  •,  fortune  has  not  yet  had 
**  the  power  of  committing  lo  great  an  outrage 
"  upon  virtue.  As  for  my  fife  it  is  well  fpent 
"  in  prcfcrving  his  honour  •,  take  it,  for  I  have 
^:  deceived  you.**     Antony,    ftruck  with   fo 

much 
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^  much  fidelity,  pardoned  him  upon  the  fpot ;  an^ 
from  that  time  forward  loaded  him  with  be* 
nefits,  and  honoured  him  with  his  friend(hip. 

In  the  mean  time,  Brutus,  with  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  friends,  paffcd  over  a  rivulet,  and,,  night 
coming  on,  fat  down  under  a  rock  which  con- 
cealed him  from  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy. 
After  taking  breath  for  a  little  time,  he  caft  hit 
eyes  up  to  Heaven,  that  was  all  fpangled  with 
ftars ;  he  repeated  a  line  from  Euripides,  con- 
caining  a  wi(h  to  the  Gods,  ^'  That  guilt  fhouki 
^^  not  pafs  in  this  life  without  punifliment.** 
To  this  he  added  another  from  the  fame  poet : 
**  O  virtue !  thou  empty  name,  I  have  wor- 
^  fiiipped  thee  as  a  read  good,  but  thou  art  only 
*'  the  Have  of  fortune."  He  then  called  to 
mind,  with  great  tendemefs,  chofe  whom  he 
had  feen  perifli  in  battle,  and  fent  out  one 
Statilius  to  give  him  fome  information  of  thofe 
that  remained ;  but  he  never  returned,  being 
killed  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe.  Brutus, 
judging  very  rightly  of  his  fate,  now  relblved 
to  die  likewife,  and  fpoke  to  thofe  who  ftood 
round  him  to  lend  him  their  lad  fad  afTiftance. 
None  of  them,  however,  would  render  him  fo 
melancholy  a  piece  of  fervice.  Upon  this, 
raifing  himfclf  up  and  llretching  out  his  hands, 
he  fpoke  to  them  with  a  fercne  countenance,  * 
faying,  "  That  he  was  happy  in  the  fidelity  of 
^  his  friends ;   happy  in  the  confcioulhefs  of 

"hi* 
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•*  his  own  re(5Utudc ;  and  though  he  fell,  yet 
**  bis  death  was  more  glorious  than  the  triumphs 
^  of  the  enemy,  fince  they  were  fuccefsful  in 
*•  the  caufe  of  ufurpation,  and  he  overthrown 
"  in  the  defence  of  virtue."  He  then  retired 
(0  a  little  diftance  with  one  Strato,  who  was 
his  mailer  in  oratory,  and  entreated  him  to  do 
him  the  laft  office  of  friendfhip.  Strato,  how- 
ever, cxpreft  his  rdudance  in  taking  upon  him  ^ 
fo  Ihocking  an  office.  Brutus,  therefore,  fee* 
iog  him  fo  averfe,  called  to  one  of  his  (laves  to 
perform  what  he  fo  ardently  defired ;  but  Strato 
then  ofiered  himfelf,  crying  out,  "  That  it 
^^  Ihould  never  be  faid  that  Brutus,  in  his  lafl: 
**  extremity,  ftood  in  need  of  a  flave  for  want  of 
**  a  friend."  Thus  faying,  and  averting  his 
head,  he  prefented  the  fword*s  point  to  Brutus, 
who  threw  himfelf  upon  it,  and  immediately 
expired.  Thus  died  Brutus,  and  with  him  all 
hopes  of  liberty  in  Rome.  By  this  famous 
overthrow,  the  triumviri  became  irrcfiftable ; 
and,  though  Pompey*s  younger  fon  was  ftill 
alive,  and  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  yet, 
with  the  united  forces  of  the  empire  againft 
him,  little  could  be  expected  from  his  greateft 
efibrts. 

From  the  moment  of  Brutus's  death,  the 
triumviri  began  to  aft  as  fovereigns,  and  to 
divide  the  Roman  dominions  between  them,  as 
theirs  by  right  of  conqueft.     However,  though 

3  there 
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there  were  apparently  three  who  thus  partkl* 
pared  all  power,  yet,  in  faft,  only  two  were 
aftually  pofleft  of  it,  Hnce  Lepidus  was  at  firft 
admitted  merely  to  curb  the  mutual  iealoufy  of 
Antony  and  AuguHiis ;  and  v/as  poffefc  neither 
of  intereft  in  the  army,  nor  authority  among 
the  people.      Their  firit  care  was  to  punifli 
thofe   >yhom   they  had  formerly  marked  for 
vengeance.     Hortenfius,  Drufus,  and  Quinti- 
liiis  Varus,  all  men  of  the  firft  rank  in  the  com* 
monwealth,  either  killed  themfelves  or  were 
flain.     A  lenator  and  his  fon  were  ordered  to 
caft  lots   for  their  lives,    but   both    refufed 
it;  the  father  voluntarily  gave  himfelf  up  to 
the   executioner,    and  the  fon  ftabbed  him- 
felf before  his  face.     Another  begged  to  have 
the  rites  of  burial  after  his  death ;  to  which 
Auguftus  replied,    **  That  he  Ihould  find  a 
*'  grave  in  the  vultures  that  devoured  him.** 
But  chiefiy  the  people  lamented  to  fee  the  head 
of  Brutus  fent  to  Rome  to  be  thrown  at  the 
foot  of  Cxfar's  ftatue.     His  aQies,  however, 
were  font  to  his  wife  Porcia,  Cato's  daughter, 
who,  following  the  example  of  her  huJband  and 
father,    killed  herlclf  by  fwallowing  burning 
coals.     It  is  obfcrved,  that  of  all  thole  who  had 
a  hand  in  the  death  of  C'<i:far,  not  one  died  a 
natural  death. 

The  power  of  the  triumviri  being  thus  efta- 
bli(hed  upon  the  ruin  of  the  commonwealth, 

they 
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flicy  now  began  to  think  of  enjoying  that  ho- 
mage to  which  they  had  afpired.  Antony 
went  into  Greece  to  receive  the  flattery  of  that 
refined  people,  and  fpent  fome  time  at  Athens, 
converfing  among  the  philofophers,  and  aflift- 
kig  at  their  difputes  inperfon.  From  thence 
he  paft  over  into  Afia,  where  all  the  monarchs 
of  the  Eaft  who  acknowledged  the  Roman 
power,  came  to  pay  him  their  obedience ;  while 
thefaireft  princcfles  ftrove  to  gain  his  favour  by 
the  grcatnefs  of  their  prefents,  or  the  allure- 
ments of  their  beauty.  In  this  manner  he  pro- 
ceeded firom  kingdom  to  kingdom,  attended  by 
a  crowd  of  fovereigns,  exafting  contributions, 
diftributing  favours,  and  giving  away  crowns 
with  capricious  infolence.  He  prefented  the 
kingdom  of  Cappadocia  to  Syfenes,  in  preju- 
dice of  Arlarathes,  only  becaufe  he  found  plea- 
fure  in  the  beauty  of  Glaphyra,  the  mother  of 
the  former.  He  fettled  Herod  in  the  kingdom 
of  Judea,  and  fuppotted  him  againft  every 
oppofer.  But  among  all  the  fovereigns  of  the 
Eaft  who  fliared  his  favours,  none  had  fo  large 
a  part  as  Cleopatra,  the  celebrated  queen  of 
Egypt. 

It  happened  thatScrapion,  her  governor  in  the 
ifland  of  Cyprus,  had  formerly  furnifhed  fome 
fuccours  to  the  conTpirators ;  and  it  was  thought 
proper  that  (he  fhould  anfwer  for  his  conduft 
^n  that  occafion.  Accordingly,  having  received 
I  orders 
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orders  fix^m  Antony  to  come  and  clear  herfelf 
of  this  imputation  of  infidelity,  (he  readily  com- 
plied, equally  confcious  of  the  goodnefs  of  her 
caufe,  and  the  power  of  her  beauty.  She  bad 
already  experienced  the  force  of  her  charms 
upon  Carfar  and  Pompey's  eldefl:  fon ;.  and  the 
addition  of  a  few  years  fince  that  time,  only 
fcrved  to  heighten  their  luftre.  She  was  now 
in  her  twenty-fcventh  year,  and  coniequentlf 
improved  thofe  allurements  by  art,  which,  in 
earlier  age,  are  fcldom  attended  to.  Her  addrefs 
and  wit  were  ftiil  further  heightened,  and, 
though  there  were  fome  women  in  Rome  that 
were  her  equals  in  beauty,  none  could  rival 
her  in  the  charms  of  feducing  converfation. 
Antony  was  now  in  Tarfus,  a  city  of  Cilicia, 
when  Cleopatra  refolved  to  attend  his  court  io 
perfon.  She  failed  down  the  ri^er  Cydnus,  at 
the  mouth  of  which  the  city  ftood,  with  the 
moft  fumptuous  pageantry.  Her  galley  was 
tovered  with  gold,  the  (ails  of  purple,  large, 
and  floating  in  the  wind.  The  oars,  of  filver, 
kept  tunc  to  the  found  of  flutes  and  cymbals. 
She  hcrfclf  lay  reclined  on  a  couch  fpar^led 
with  ftars  of  gold,  and  with  foch  ornaments  as 
poets  and  painters  had  ufually  afcribed  to  Venus. 
On  each  fide  were  boys  like  Cupids,  who  fanned 
her  by  turns  j  while  the  moft  beautiful  nymphs, 
dreft  like  neriads  and  graces,  were  placed  at 
proper  diftanccs  around  her.    Upon  the  banks 

of 
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t£  the  river  were  kept  burning  the  moft  ex- 
quiUte  perfumes,  while  an  infinite  number  of 
people  gazed  upon  the  fight  with  a  mixture  of 
delight  and  admiration.  So  foon  after  relating 
the  death  of  Brutus,  I  fancy  it  will  give  the 
reader  but  very  little  pleafure  minutely  to  dc- 
fcribe  the  triumphs  of  vice  and  infamy;  fuJfEce 
it  therefore  to  fay,  that  Antony  was  captivated 
with  her  beauty,  and,,  leaving  all  his  buiinefs 
to  fatJsfy  his  paffion,  ftiortly  after  followed  her 
into  Egypt. .  There  he  continued  in  all  that 
cafe  and  foftnefs  to  which  his  vicious  heart  was 
prone,  and  which  that  luxurious  people  were 
able  to  fupply. 

While  he  remained  thus  idle  in  Egypt,  Au- 
guftus,  who  took  upon  him  to  lead  back  the 
veteran  troops  and  fettle  them  in  Italy,  was 
afliduoufly  employed  in  providing  for  their  fub- 
fiftencc.  He  had  promifed  them  lands  at  home, 
as  a  recompence  for  their  paft  fervices;  but 
they  could  not  receive  their  new  grants  without 
turning  out  the  former  inhabitants.  In  confe- 
quencc  of  this,  multitudes  of  women,  with 
children  in  their  arms,  whofe  tender  years  and 
innocence  excited  univerfal  compafTion,  daily 
filled  the  temples  and  the  ftreets  with  their  di- 
ftreflcs.  Numbers  of  hu(bandmen  and  (hep- 
herds  came  to  deprecate  the  conqueror's  in- 
tention, or  to  obtain  an  habitation  in  fome 
other  part  of  the  world.     Among  this  number 

was 
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was  Virgil,  the  poet,  to  whom  mankind  owrf 
more  obligations,  than  to  a  thoufand  conque- 
rors, who,  in  an  humble  mariner,  begged  per- 
miflion  to  retain  his  patrimonial  farm :  Virgil 
obtained  his  requeft,  but  the  reft  of  his  coun- 
trymen, of  Mantua  and  Cremona,  wetc  turned 
out  without  mercy. 

Italy  and  Rome  now  felt  the  moft  extreme 
mifcries  -,  the  infolent  foldiers  plundered  at 
will;  while  Sextus  Pompey,  being  mafter  of 
the  Tea,  cut  off  all  foreign  communication,  and 
prevented  the  people's  receiving  their  ufual 
fupplies  of  corh.  To  thefe  mifchiefs  were 
added  the  commencement  of  another  civil  war; 
Fulvia,  the  wife  of  Antony,  who  had  been 
left  behind  him  at  Rome,  had  felt  for  fome  time 
all  the  rage  of  jealoufy,  and  refolved  to  tr^ 
every  method  of  bringing  back  her  hufband 
from  the  arms  of  Cleopatra.  She  confidered 
a  breach  with  Auguftus,  as  the  only  proba- 
ble means  of  rouzing  him  from  his  lethargy  • 
and,  accordingly,  with  the  affiftance  of  Lucius, 
her  brother-in-law,  who  was  then  conful,  and 
entirely  devoted  to  her  intercft,  (he  began  td 
fow  the  feeds  of  diflcntion.  The  pretext  was, 
that  Antony  (hould  have  a  (hare  in  the  diftri* 
buiion  of  lands  as  well  as  Auguftus.  This  pro- 
duced fome  negotiations  between  them,  and  Au- 
guftus offered  to  make  the  veterans  themfelvci 
umpires  in  the  difpute.     Lucius  refufed  to  ac* 

quicfcei 
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tjiiiefce ;  and,  being  at  the  head  of  more  thaii 
fix  legions,  ihoftly  compofed  of  fuch  as  were 
difpoiieft,  he  refolved  to  cofnpel  Augtifttis  tc* 
accept  of  whatevel"  terms  he  fliould  offtr.  Thus 
a  aew  war  was  excited  between  Axiguftus  ai^d 
Antony ;  or,  at  lead,  the  generals  of  the  latter 
aflumed  the  fanftion  of  his  nariie,  Auguftus^ 
however,  was  viftbrious :  Lucius  was  hemmed 
ih  between  two  armies,  and  conftraincd  to  re- 
treat to  Perufia,  a  city  of  Etruria,  where  he  was 
dofely  befieged  by  the  oppofite  party.  He 
made  many  defperatc  fallies,  and  Fulvia  did 
all  in  her  pbwer  to  relieve  him,  but  without 
fucceis.  He  was  at  laftj  therefore,  reduced  to 
luch  extremity,  by  famine^  that  he  came  out 
ih  perfon,  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the 
mercy  of  the  conqueror,  Auguftus  received 
him  very  honourably,  arid  generoufly  pardoned 
Km  and  all  his  followers.  Thus  having  con- 
duded  the  war  in  a  few  months,  he  returned 
in  triumph  to  Rome  to  receive  new  marks  of 
adulation  from  the  obfequious  fenate. 

Antony,  who,  during  this  interval,  \VaS  re- 
velling in  all  the  ftudied  luxuries  procured  him 
by  his  infidibus  miftrefs,  having  heard  of  his 
brother's  overthrow,  and  his  wife's  being  com- 
pelled to  leave  Italy,  was  refolved  to  oppofe 
Auguftus  without  delay.  He  accordingly  failed^ 
at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  fleet,  from  Alex- 
andria to  Tyre ;  from  thence  to  Cyprus  and 
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Rhodes,  and  had  an  interview  with  Fulvia^  his 
wife,  at  Athens.  He  much  blamed  her  for  oc- 
caGoning  the  late  diforders  s  teftified  the  utmoft 
contempt  for  her  perfon  *,  and  leaving  her  upoa 
her  death- bed,  atSycion,  haftened  into  Italy  to 
fight  Augullus.  They  both  met  at  Brunda* 
fium  ;  and  it  was  now  thought  that  the  fiames 
of  a  civil-war  were  going  to  blaze  out  once 
more.  The  forces  of  Antony  were  numerous, 
but  moftly  new  railed ;  however,  he  was 
affifted  by  Sextus  Pompeius,  who,  in  thefe  op- 
pofitions  of  intereft,  was  daily  coming  into 
power.  Auguftus  was  at  the  head  of  tbofe 
veterans,  who  had  always  been  irrefiftiblc,  buc 
who  feemed  no  way  difpofed  to  Bght  againft 
Antony,  their  former  general.  A  negotiation 
was,  therefore,  propofed  •,  and,  by  the  aftivity 
of  Cocceius,  a  friend  to  both,  a  reconciliation 
was  efFeded.  All  offences  and  affronts  were 
mutually  forgiven  •,  and,  to  cement  the  unioi^ 
a  marriage  was  concluded  between  Antony 
and  Oftavia,  the  fiftcr  of  Auguftus.  A  new 
divifion  of  the  Roman  empire  was  made  be- 
tween them ;  Auguftus  was  to  have  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Weft;  Antony  of  the  Eaftj 
while  Lepidus  was  obliged  to  content  him&lf 
with  the  provinces  in  Africa.  As  for  Sextus 
Pompeius,  he  was  permitted  to  retain  all  the 
iflands  he  had  already  polTcft,  together  with 
Pcloponeflus  :  he;  was  alfo  granted  the  privilege 

of 


of  demanding  the  confuUhip  in  his  abTence^ 
W[id  of  discharging  tha^  office  by  any  of  his 
(Heads.  t(  Yf^  likewife  ftipulaced  to  jle^Ve  th^ 
fea  qp^ii,  s^nd  pay  the  people  what  cofn  was 
4iie  out  of  Sici)y%  Thus  a  ^en€;ir^  peace  was 
cc!Rc)udpd,  to  the  great  fatisfaf^on  of  the 
pCK^e,  W!ho  no^  cxpefted  9  c^fiitio^  froip  all 
ihw  calamities. 

Th^  c^lm  feenfe4  to  cQotinue  for  ibme  time  1 
A^topy  }e^  his  forces  ag^inft  the  Parthians, 
Qvcx  whom  his  lievit^nant,  Ventidius,  ha4 
gaii^  (piQc  advantages.  A«guftus  drew  the 
greaicft  p^rt  q{  hjii  ^rmy  into  Gaul,  where 
there  wtr«  fome  diftwrbances ;  and  Pompey 
went  to  fecure  his  nearly-ceded  province  to  his 
intereft.  It  W^  QP  thh  quarter  that  frefh 
modires  were  given  fgr  renewing  the  war.  . 
Antony,  who  wgs  obliged  by  treaty  to  quit 
Pdoponeiru^,  refufcd  to  evacuate  it  till  Pom- 
pey had  fati$6cd  him  for  fuch  debts  a3  were 
Sue  to  hini  from  the  inhabitants.  This,  Pompey 
would  by  no  means  coQiply  with,  but  imme- 
diatiely  fitted  Qilt  a  new  ^e^t,  and  renewed  his 
£ircn^  ejnterpili^es,  by  cqtting  off  fuch  corn 
and  provifions  as  were  configned  to  Italy. 
Thu$  Jthc  grievances  of  the  poor  were  again 
icoe^ed  ;  and  the  people  began  to  complain, 
duvt,  inftead  of  Uiree  tyrants,  they  were  now 
Vptfr^Skd  by  four. 

Fa  In 
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In  this  exigence  Augullus,  who  had  long  me^^ 
ditated  die  bed  means  of  diminifhing  the  num- 
ber, refolvcd  to  begin  by  getting  rid  of  Pompcy, 
who  kept  the  ftate  in  continual  alarms.  He  was 
mafter  of  two  fleets ;  one,  which  he  had  caufed 
to  be  built  at  Ravenna  ;  and  another  which  Me- 
nodorus,  who  revolted  fi^om  Pompcy,  brought 
to  his  aid.  His  firft  attempt  was  to  invade 
Sicily ;  but  being  overpowered  in  his  paflage 
by  Pompcy,  and  afterwards  Ihattered  in  aftorna« 
he  was  obliged' to  defer  his  defigns  to  the  enfu- 
ing  year.  During  thisinttfVal  he  was  reinforced 
by  a  noble  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Ihips,  given  him  by  Antony,  with  which  he 
refolved  once  more  to  invade  Sicily  on  three 
fcveral  quarters.  But  fortune  fcemed  ftill  deter- 
mined to  oppofc  him.  He  was  a  fecond  time 
difabled  *nd  (battered  by  a  ftorm  ;  which  fo 
raifed  the  vanity  of  Pompey,  that  he  began  to 
ftyle  himfelf  the  fon  of  Neptune.  However,  Au- 
guOus  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  any  dit 
graces ;  for,  having  fhortly  refitted  his  navy, 
and  rccaiited  his  forces,  he  gave  the  command 
.  of  both  to  Agrippa,  his  faithful  friend  and  aflb- 
ciatc  in  war.  Agrippa  proved  himfelf  worthy  of 
■  the  truft  fcpofed  in  him  ;  he  began  his  opera- 
.  tions  by  a  victory  over  Pompey  ;  and,  though 
he  was  (horrly  after  worftcd  himfelf,  he  foon 
after  gave  his  advcrfary  a  complete  and  final 
overthrow.    Thus  undone,  Pompcy  refolved  to 
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Bjr  to  Antony,  from  whom  he  expefted  refuge, 
as  he  bad  formerly  obliged  that  triumvir  by 
giving  protcftion  to  his  mother.  However,  a 
gleam  of  hope  offering,  he  tried,  once  more,  at 
the  head  of  a  fmall  body  of  men,  to  make  him- 
felf  independent,  and  even  furprizcd  Antony's 
lieutenants,  who  had  been  fent  to  accept  of  his 
fubmiflions,  Neverthelefs,  he  was  at  laft  aban- 
doned by  his  foldiers,  and  delivered  up  to 
Titus,  Antony's  lieutenant,  who  fhortly  after 
caufed  him  to  be  flain. 

The  death  of  thif  general  removed  one  very 
powerful  obftacle  to  the  ambition  of  Auguftus, 
and  he  refolved  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity 
to  get  rid  of  the  reft  of  his  aflbciates.  Ah 
offence  was  foon  furpilhed  by  Lepidus,  that 
ferved  as  a  fufficiept  pretext  for  depriving  him 
of  hb  flure  in  the  triumvirate.  Being  now  at 
the  hea4  of  twenty-two  legions,  with  a  ftrong 
body  of  cavalry,  he  idly  fuppofed  that  his  pre- 
fent  power  was  more  than  an  equivalent  to  the 
popularity  of  Auguftus.  He,  therefore,  refolved 
upon  adding  Sicily,  where  he  then  w^,  to  his 
province,  pretending  a  right,  as  having  firft 
invaded  it.  Auguftus  fent  to  expoftulate  upon 
thefc  proceedings  i  but  Lepidus  fiercely  repli- 
ed, •*  That  he  was  determined  to  have  his  fharc 
*'  in  the  adminiftration,  and  would  no  longer 
**  fubmit  to  let  one  alone  poflefs  all  the  autho- 
♦*  rity.'*  Auguftus  was  previoufly  informed 
F3  of 
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of  the  difpofition  of  Lcpidus's  foldibrs ;  for 
he  had,  by  his  fecret  intrigues  and  lat^cfles, 
entirely  attached  them  to  himfelf.  V^ero- 
fore,  without  further  delay,  he,  with  great 
boldnefs,  went  alone  to  the  camp  of  Lepidus, 
and  with  no  other  afliftance  than  his  private 
bounties,  and  the  authority  he  had  g^ned  by 
his  former  viftories,  he  refolved  td  depofc  his 
rival.  The  foldiers  throng'd  round  him  with 
the  moft  dutiful  alacrity,  while  Lepidus  haft- 
cned  to  prevent  their  defeftion.  But  Auguftus, 
though  he  received  a  wound  from  one  of  the 
centurions,  flew,  with  great  prcfencc  of  miik^ 
to  the  place  where  the  military  enfigns  were 
planted,  and  flourifhing  one  of  them  in  the  air, 
all  the  legionary  foldiers  ran  in  crowds  and 
faluted  him  as  their  general.  Lepidus  being 
thus  abandoned  by  his  men,  diverted  himfelf 
of  all  the  marks  of  his  authority,  which  he 
could  no  longer  keep,  and  fubmiiSvely  threw 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  Auguftus.  This  general 
defpifed  his  colleague  tOo  much  to  take  his  life  j 
he  fpared  it,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances 
of  the  army,  but  deprived  him  of  all  his  for- 
mer authority,  and  baniflied  him  to  Circacum. 
There  he  continued  the  reft  of  his  life,  defpiled 
by  his  friends,  and  to  all  a  mclanchoUy  obje^ 
of  blaftcd  ambition, 

Auguftus  was  received,  upon  his  return  to 
Jlome,  with  univerfal  joy  %  the  fenators  met 


rgE    EM.PIRE    OF    ROME. 
iitn  dt  the  gate^,  and  conduced  him  to  the 
Ckpitol:   the  pcopfle  followed  crowned  with 
garlands  of  flowers ;    and,   after  having  re- 
niitied  thanks  to  the  gods,  waked  upon  him 
to  Iris  palace.    There  remained  now  but  one 
obftacle  to  his  ambition,  which  was  Antony, 
whom  he  refolved  to  remove,  and  for  that 
jmrpofe  began  to  render  his  charafter  as  con- 
temptible as  he  ppinbly  could,  at  Rome.    In 
(aiSt,  Antonfs  conduft  did  not  a  little  con- 
trlbote  to  promote  the  endeavours  of  his  am- 
bitious partner  in  the  ftate.    He  had  marched 
agaiuft  the  Parthians  with  a  prodigious  army, 
but  was  forced  to  return  with  the  lofs  of  the 
fourth  part  of  his  forces,  and  all  his  baggage. 
Thb  extremely  diminifhed  his  reputation ;  but 
his  making  a  triumphal  entry  into  Alexandria, 
feon  after  entirely   dilgufted  the  citizens  of 
Home.      However,     Antony    feemed    quite 
Yc^ardlefs  df  their  refentment:   alive  only  to 
pleafure,  and  totally  difregarding  the  bufmefs 
of  -the  ftate,  he  Ipent  whole  days  and  nights 
in  die  company  of  Cleopatra,  who  ihidied 
every  art  to  encreafe  his  paffion,  and  vary  his 
cntertsdnments.     Few  women  have  been  fb 
much  celebrated  for  the  art  of  giving  novelty 
to  pleafure,    and  making  trifles  important: 
ftill  ingenious  in  filling  up  the  languid  paufes 
of  fcnfual  delight  with  fome  new  fl:roke  of  re- 
iicmcnt,  flic  was  at  one  time  a  qutcn ;  then 
F4  a 
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ft  Bachanal,  and  fometimes  an  huntrefs.  Sbs 
invented  a  fociety  called.  The  Inimitable ;  aiyi 
thofc  of  the  court  who  m^dc  the  mpft  fumptv- 
pus  entertainments,  carried  away  the  prize. 
Not  contented  with  Iharing,  in  her  company, 
all  the  delights  which  Egypt  could  .affbrd^ 
Antony  was  rcfolved  tp  enlarge  bi^  fphcfc  of 
luxury,  by  granting  her  m^ny  of  thofc  king* 
doms  which  belonged  to  the  Roman  empire 
He  gave  her  all  Phxnicia,  Celo-Syria  and 
Cyprus,  with  a  great  part  of  Cilicia,  Arabia 
and  Judea ;  gifts  which  he  had  no  right  to  b(- 
llow,  but  which  he  pretended  to  grant  in  imi- 
tation of  Hercules.  This  complication  of  vice 
and  folly  at  lad  totally  e^^afperated  the  Romansi 
and  Auguflus,  willing  to  take  the  advantage  of 
their  refentment,  took  care  to  exaggerate  all  his 
defeds.  At  length,  when  he  found  the  people 
fufficiently  irritated  againfl  him,  he  re(blve4  to 
fend  Odlavia,  who  was  then  at  Rome,  to  An* 
tony,  as  if  with  a  view  of  reclaiming  her  huf- 
band  *,  but,  in  fad,  to  furnifh  a  fu/Hcient  pre- 
text of  declaring  war  againft  him,  as  he  kiipr 
Ihe  would  be  difmift  with  contempt. 

Antony  was  now  at  the  city  of  Lepcopolis, 
revelling  with  his  infiduous  paramour,  when  H^ 
heard  that  Occavia  was  at  Athene,  upon  her 
journey  to  vifit  him.  This  was  very  unwelcome 
news  as  well  to  him  as  to  Cleopatra  ;  who,  fetr- 
in^  the  charms  of  her  rival,  endeavoured  ^ 

convincq 
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iQDvice  Antony  of  the  ftrength  (^  her  paflloa 
hf  her  fighs,  languilbing  looks,    and   welU 
feigned  melanchoUy.     He  frequently  caught 
her  in  tears,  which  ihc  Teemed  as  if  willing  to 
iude ;  and  often  intreated  her  to  tell  him  the 
pufe,  which  flie  feemed  willing  to  fupprefi* 
Tbcfc  jutifices,  together  with  the  ceafelefs  flatte- 
ry, and  importunity  of  her  creatures,  prevailed 
fo  much  upon  Antony's  weaknefs,  that  he  com* 
mandfd  Odavia  to  return  horne  without  feeing 
her,  and  attached  himfelf  ftill  more  clofcly  to 
Cleopatra  than  before.    His  ridiculous  pafTion 
now  began  to  have  no  bounds.   He  rcfolved  to 
own  her  for  his  wife,  and  entirely  to  repudiate 
Odavia.    He  accordingly  affembled  the  people 
of  Alexandria  in  the  public  threatrc,  where  was 
nuied  gn  alcove  of  filver,  under  which  were 
pkccd  two  thrones  of  gold,  one  for  himfelf  and 
the  other  for  Cleopatra.   There  he  feated  him- 
iidf,  dreft  lil^e  Bacchgs,  while  Cleopatra  fate 
befide  him  doathed  in  the  ornaments  and  attri- 
butes of  Ifis,  the^rincipal  deity  of  the  Egypti- 
ans.   On  that  occafion  he  declared  her  queen 
•fall  the  countries  which  he  had  already  beftow- 
td  upon  her  ;  while  he  aflbciated  Caefario,  her 
Ion  by  Cagfar,  as  her  partner  in  the  government. 
To  the  two  children  which  he  had  by  her  him- 
felf, he  gave  the  title  of  king  of  kings,  with 
very  extenfive  dominions :  and,  to  crown  his 
ifefurdities,  he  next  fcnt  a  minute  account  of 

S  his 
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Jus  proceedings  to  the  two  confuls  at  Rome. 
One  folly  is  generally  the  parent  of  many  more. 
As  he  became  a  ggJ,  it  was  now  neceflary  to 
aft  up  10  his  imaginary  dignity  ;  new  luxuries 
and  pageantries  wer;:  now  therefore  fhidied» 
and  new  modes  of  profufion  found  odt :  no 
lefs  than  fixty  thoufand  pounds  of  our  money 
was  lavilhed  upon  one  fingle  entertainment :  k 
is  faid,  upon  this  occafion,  that  Cleopatra  dit 
folved  a  pearl  of  great  value  in  vinegar,  and 
drank  it  off.  Yet,  however  high- wrought 
their  entertainments  might  be,  they  wanted 
that  delicacy  which  gives  the  fincft  rclilh  to  all 
fenfual  happinefs.  Antony,  as  we  arc  tol4^ 
was  but  a  cdvfe  and  inelegant  fbldier,  who 
miftook  obfcenity  for  wit,  and  profufion  for 
magnificence.  Cleopatra,  who  was  naturally 
more  refined,  was  yet  obliged  to  comply  %nA 
his  difpofition,  and  to  bear  with  his  debauclic- 
ries,  rather  than  (hare  them.  But  we  are  told 
of  one  circumftance  that  ipight  well  reprds 
their  delights,  and  teach  mankind  to  relflh  the 
leverage  of  virtue,  however  fimple,  above 
their  moft  zefted  enjoyments.  He  was  fulpi- 
«ious  of  being  poifoned  in  every  meal*;  he  fear- 
ed Cleopatra,  whom  he  ib  much  loved,  and 
would  eat  nothing  without  having  it  previouQy 
tafted  by  one  of  his  attendants. 

In  the  mean  time  Auguftus  had  now  a  fuffi-^ 
ckcnt  pretext  for  declaring  war,  and  informed 

the 
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the  lenatc  of  his  intentions.     However,  he  de- 
fered  the  execution  of  his  defign  for  a  while, 
bting  then  employed  in  quelling  an  infurreftion 
of  the  lUyrians.  TThe  following  year  was  chiefly 
takm  up  iti  preparations  againft  Antony,  who^ 
percrivuig  his    defign,     rcmonftrated  to  the 
ftfUUe,  that  he  had  many  caufes  of  complaint 
IgiWdt  his  colleague,   who   had  feized  upon 
Sicily  without  affording  him  a  Ihare  ;  alledg- 
ifig  that  he  had  alfo  difpolTefl  Lepidus,  and 
kcfit  to  himfelf  the  province  he  had  command- 
fed  ;  and  that  he  h^  divided  all  Italy  among 
his  own  foldiers,  leaving  nothinjg  to  recom- 
pcnce  'thofe  in  ABa.     To  thb  complaint  Au- 
gulhis  wais  contented  to  make  a  farcaftic  anfwer,' 
jniiplying,  That  it  was  abfurd  to  complain  of 
his  diftribution  of  a  few  trifling  diftrifts  in 
Italy;    when,  Antony  having  conquered  Par- 
ihia,  he  might  now  reward  his  foldiers  with 
cities  and  provinces.     The  farcafm  upon  An- 
tony's   misfortunes   in  Parthia,  fo  provoked 
him,  that  he  ordered  Canidius,  who  command- 
ed his  army,  to  march,  without  intermiflion, 
mto  Europe ;  while  he  and  Cleopatra  followed 
to  Samos,  in  order  to  prepare  for  carrying  on 
the  war  with  vigour.     When  arrived  there  it 
was  ridiculous  enough  to  behold  the  odd  mix- 
ture of  preparations  for  pleafure  and  for  war. 
On  one  fide,  ^W  the  kings  and  princes  from 
fgypt  t&  the  Euxinc  fea,  had  orders  to  fend 

3  him 


;$  THEHISTORYOF 

him  thither  fupplies  both  of  men,  provifiont 
and  arms  -,  on  the  other  fide,  all  the  come* 
dians,  dancers,  buflfoons,  and  muficians  of 
Greece,  were  ordered  to  attend  him.  Thus, 
frequently,  when  a  fhip  was  thought  to  arrive 
Uden  with  foldiers,  arms  and  ammunition,  it 
was  found  only  filled  with  players  and  thea* 
trical  machinery.  When  news  was  expefted 
of  the  approach  of  an  army,  meflengers  only 
arrived  with  tidings  of  a  frefh  quantity  of 
venifon.  In  this  manner  he  laboured  to  unite 
incompatible  purfuits ;  the  kings  who  attended 
him  endeavoured  to  gain  his  favour  more  by 
their  entertainments,  than  their  warlike  pre- 
parations :  the  provinces  drove  rather  to  pleafe 
him  by  facrificing  to  his  divinity,  than  by  their 
alacrity  in  his  defence  i  fo  that  foniQ  were  heard 
to  fay,  "  What  rejoicings  would  not  this  mao 
**  make  for  a  viftory,  when  he  thus  triumphs 
••  at  the  eve  of  a  dangerous  war  I"  In  fliort,  his 
beft  friends  now  began  to  forfake  his  interefts, 
which  is  generally  the  cafe  with  all  thofe  who 
flrft  forfake  thcmfclves. 

His  delay  at  Samos,  and  afterwards  at  Athens, 
where  he  carried  Cleopatra,  to  receive  new  ho» 
nours,  was  extremely  favourable  to  the  arms  of 
Auguftas.  This  general  was,  at  firft,  fcarceljr 
in  a  difpofition  to  oppofe  him,  had  he  gone  into 
Italy  •,  but  he  foon  found  time  to  put  himfelf 
in  ^  condition  for  carrying  on  the  war :  and, 

Ihortly 
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after,  declared  it  againft  him  in  form:* 
All  Antony's  followers  were  invited  over  to 
join  him,  with  great  promifes  of  rewards ;  but 
they  were  not  declared  enemies,  partly  to  pre- 
vent their  growing  dcfperate,  and  partly  to 
give  a  (hew  of  moderation  to' his  own  party. 
At  length,  both  fides  found  themfelves  in  readi- 
oefs  to  begin  the  war,  and  their  armies  were  an- 
Iwerable  to  the  empire  they  contended  for.  The 
one  was  followed  by  all  the  forces  of  the  Eafl: ; 
the  other  drew  all  the  ftrength  of  the  Weft  co 
fupport  his  pretentions.     Antony's  force  com- 
pofed  a  body  of  an  hundred  thoufand  foot,  and 
twelve  thoufand, horfe ;  while  his  fleet  amount- 
ed to  five  hundred  fhips  of  war.     The  army  of 
Augufhis  muftercd  but  eighty  thoufand  foot, 
but  equalled  his  adverfary's  in  his  number  of 
cavalry :  his  fleet  was  but  half  as  numerous  as 
Antony's;    however,    his    fhips    were  better 
built,  and  manned  with  better  foldiers'.     Such 
forces  on  both  fides  may  excite  our  wonder, 
but  not  our  intereft :  neither  had  a  good  caufe 
to  fupport,  the  contention  of  both  being  only 
like  that  of  two  robbers  who  quarre!  in  the  di- 
vifion  of  their  plunder. 

The  great  decifive. engagement,  which  v/as  a 
naval  one,  was  fought  near  Aftium,  a  city  of 
Epirus,attheentranceofthegulphof  Ambracia, 
Antony  ranged  his  fliips  before  the  mouth  of 
the  gulph ;  and  Auguftus  drew  up  his  fleet  in 

oppofition. 
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oppofition.  Neither  general  aiTunvcd  any  fixl 
ftation  to  command  in^  but  went  about  from 
fliip  to  Ihlp,  wherever  his  prefencc  ifas  nf-^ 
ceilary.  In  the  mean  time,  the  two  land  ^ 
niies,  on  oppofite  (ides  of  thp  gulph9  were  drawq 
up,  only  as  fpedacors  of  the  eng^n^nt;  an4 
encouraged  the  fleets,  by  their  (bouts^  to  en- 
gage. The  battle  began,  on  both  Gdes^  with 
great  ardour ;  and  after  a  manner  nqt  pr^i^icd 
upon  former  occaftoivs.  The  prows  gf  thciy 
veflels  were  armed  with  brazen  points  •,  and 
with  thefe  they  drove  furioufly  agftintt  eacfl 
other.  In  thb  conflift,  the  ihips  of  ^ntoay 
came  with  greater  force,  but  thofc  of  Auguftqf 
avoided  the  (hock  with  greater  dexterity*  On 
Antony's  fide,  the  ^erns  of  the  (hips  wc^c 
raifed  in  form  of  a  tower ;  from  whence  the} 
threw  arrows,  from  machines  for  that  purpofe* 
Tho(e  of  Augu(h]s,  made  uie  of  long  polqtp 
hooked  with  iron,  and  fire-pots.  They  fought 
in  this  manner  for  fome  time,  with  equal  wi^ 
mofity ;  nor  was  there  any  advantage  on  either 
fide,  except  a  fmall  appearance  of  diforder  in 
the  centre  of  Antony's  fleet.  But  all  of  a  fud- 
den,  Cleopatra  determined  the  fortune  of  ihe 
day.  She  was  feen  flying  from  the  engagement, 
attended  by  fixty  fail;  ftruck,  perhaps,  with  tl^ 
terrors  natural  to  her  fex :  but  what  enqreafed 
the  general  amazement,  was,  to  bohold  An- 
lony  himfelf  following  foon  after,  and  leaving 

hi« 
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lus  fleet  at  the  ihercy  of  the  conquerors.  The 
cogagementy  notwithfl:anding»  continued  with 
great  obftinacy  till  five  in  the  evening ;  when 
Antony's  forces,  partly  conftrained  by  the 
condu&  of  Agrippa,  and  partly  perfuaded  by 
the  prom^es  of  Auguftus^  fubmitted  to  the 
conqueror*  The  land  forces  foon  after  followed 
the  example  of  the  navy ;  and  all  yielded  to 
Auguftus  without  ftriking  a  blow,  the  fourth 
dzy  after  the  battle. 

When  Cleopatra  fled,  Antony  purfued  her 
in  a  fivc-car'd  galley  -,  and,  coming  along  fide 
of  her  fliip,  entered  h  without  feeing,  or  being 
fcen  by  her.    She  was  in  the  ftern,  and  he  wens 
to  die  prow,  where  he  remained  for  fome  time 
filent,  holding  his  head  between  his  hand^.    In 
this  manner  he  continued  three  whole  days, 
during  which,  either  through  indignation  or 
Ihame,  he  neither  faw  nor  fpoke  to  Cleopatra. 
At  laft,  when  they  were  arrived  at  the  promon- 
tory of  Tenarus,  the  queen's  female  attendants 
reconciled  them,  and  every  tffihg  went  on  as 
before.     Still,  however,  he  had  the  confolation 
to  (uppofe  his  tirmy  continued  faithful  to  him, 
and  accordingly  difpatched  orders  to  his  lieu- 
tenant Canidius,  to  conduct  it  into  Afia.  How- 
ever, he  was  foon  undeceived  when  he  arrived 
la  Africa,  where  he  was  informed  of  their  fub- 
miffion  to  his  rival.  This  account  fo  tranfported 
him  with  rage,  that  he  was  hardly  prevented 

from 
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from  killing  himfelf ;  but  at  length,  at  the  en^ 

treaty  of  his  friends,  he  returned  to  Alexandria, 

in  a  very  different  fituation  from  that  in  which 

he  had  left  it  fome  time  before.    Cleopatra, 

however,  feemed  to  retain  that  fortitude  in  her 

misfortunes,  which  had  utterly  abandoned  her 

admirer.    Having  ama/Ted  confiderable  riches, 

by  means  of  confifcations,  and  other  aAs  g( 

violence,  (he  formed  a  very  lingular  and  im* 

heard  of  project :  this  was  to  convey  her  whole 

fleet  over  the  ifthmus  of  Suez  into  the  Red  Sea, 

and  thereby  fave  herfelf  in  another  region,  be* 

yond  the  reach  of  Rome,  with  all  her  treafures. 

Some  of  her  vcffels  were  actually  tranfported 

thither,  purfuant  to  her  orders  ;  but  the  Ara« 

bians  having  burnt  them,  and  Antony  difluad^ 

ing  her  from  the  defign,  (he  abandoned  it  for 

the  more  improbable  fcheme  of   defending 

Egypt  againft  the  conqueror.     She  omitted 

nothing  in  her  power  to  put  this  advice  in 

praflice,  and  made  all  kinds  of  preparations 

for  war;   at  lead  hoping  thereby  to  obtain 

better  terms  from  Auguftus.     In  fa6t,  (he  had 

always  loved  Antony's  fortunes  rather  than 

his  perfon ;  and  if  (he  could  have  fallen  upon 

any  method  of  faving  herfelf,  though  even  at 

Ills  expence,  there  is  no  doubt  but  (he  would 

have  embraced  it  with  gladnefs.     She  even  ftiU 

had  fome  hopes  from  the  power  of  her  charms, 

Uiough  (he  was  arrived  almoft  at  the  ag?  of 

forty  J 
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forty  •,  and  was  dcfirous  of  try  ing  upon  Auguftus, 
thofc  arts  which  had  been  {o  fuccefsful  with  the 
greatcft  men  of  Rome.  Thus,  in  three  em- 
haffies,  which  were  fent  one  after  another,  from  . 

Antony  to  Auguftus  in  Afia,  the  queen  had 
always  hcrfccret  agents,  charged  with  particu- 
lar propofals  in  her  name.     Antony  defired  no 
more  than  that  his  life  might  be  fpared,  and  to 
iiavc  the  liberty  of  paflfmg  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  obfcurity.  To  chofe  propolals  Auguftus 
made  no  reply.     Cleopatra  fent  him  alfo  public 
propofals  in  favour  of  her  children  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  privately  refigned  him  her  crown, 
with  all  the  cnfigns  of  royalty.    To  the  queen's 
public  propofal,  no  anfwer  was  given  :  to  her 
private  offer  he  reply'd,    by  giving  her  af- 
furances  of  his  favour,   in  cafe  fhe  fent  away 
Antony,  or  put  him  to  death.     Thefe  nego- 
tiations were  not  fo  private  but  they  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  Antony,  whofe  jealoufy  and 
rage  every   occurrence   now    contributed    to 
heighten.     He  built  a  fmall  folitary  houfe  upon 
a  mole  in  the  fca,  and  there  fhut  himfelf  up,  a 
prey  to  all  thofc  paflions  that  are  the  tormentors 
of  unfuccefsful   tyranny.     There  he  paft  his 
time,  (hunning  all  commerce  with  mankind, 
and  profe/Fing  to  imitate  Timon  the  man-hater. 
However,  his  furious  jealoufy  drove  him  even 
from  this  retreat  into  fociety ;  for  hearing  that 
Cleopatra  had  many  fecret  conferences  with  one 
Yoj..  II.  G  Thyrfus, 


THE    HISTORT     6* 

Thyrfus,  an  eniifiary  from  Auguftus,  he  feized 
upon  him,  and  having  ordered  him  to  be  cruellf 
fcourged,  he  fent  him  back  to  his  patron.  Ac 
the  fame  time  he  fent  letters  by  him,  importing 
that  he  had  chaftized  Thyrfus  for  infuUuig 
a  man  in  misfortunes  ^  but  withal  he  gaye 
Auguftus  permifllon  to  avenge  himfelf,  by 
fcourging  Hiparchus,  Antony's  freedmaot  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  revenge,  in  this  caici 
vrould  have  been  highly  pleafing  to  Antony,  at 
Hiparchus  had  left  him,  to  join  the  fortuoet 
of  his  more  fuccefsful  rival. 

Mean  while,  the  operations  of  the  war  were 
carried  vigoroufly  forward,  and  Egypt  was 
once  more  the  threatre  of  the  contending  armies 
of  Rome.  Gallus,  the  lieutenant  of  Auguftus^ 
took  Paretonium,  which  opened  the  whole 
country  to  his  incurfions.  On  the  other  fide, 
Antony,  who  had  dill  confiderable  forces  by  fa^ 
and  land,  wanted  to  take  that  important  plaoe 
from  the  enemy.  'He,  therefore,  marched  to- 
wards it,  flattering  himfelf,  that,  as  foon  as  h^ 
(hould  (hew  himfelf  to  the  legions  which  he  had 
once  commanded,  the  afie&ion  for  their  aotieii| 
general  would  revive.  He  approached»  theie* 
fore,  and  exhorted  them  to  remember  thcsr 
former  vows  of  fidelity.  Gallus,  however, 
ordered  all  the  trumpet^  to  found,  in  order  to 
hinder  Antony  from  being  heard,  to  that  he 
was  obliged  to  retire. 

Auguftus 
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Auguftus  himielf  was  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vancing with  another  army  before  Pelu(ium» 
which,  by  its  ftrong  fituation,  might  have  re- 
orded  his  progref^for  fbme  time.     But  the  go- 
vernor of  the  city,  either  wanting  courage  to  de- 
fend it,  or  previoufly  inftrufted  by  Cleopatra  to 
^vc  it  up,  permitted  him  to  take  poffeflion  of 
the  place ;  fo  that  Auguftus  had  now.no  obftack 
in  his  way  to  Alexandria,  whither  he  marched 
with  all  expedition.     Antony,  upon  his  arrival, 
£dUed  out  to  oppofe  him,  fighting  with  great 
dciperacion,   and  putting  the  enemy's  cavalry 
Ho  flights     This  flight  advantage  once  more 
revived  his  declining  hopes ;  and,  being  natural- 
ly vain,  he  re-entered  Alexandria  in  triumph. 
Then  going,  all  armed  as  he  was,  to  the  palace, 
he  embraced  Cleopatra,  and  prefented  her  a 
•  ibldier  who  had  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  the  late 
engagement.     The  queen  rewarded  him  very 
magnificently ;    prefennng  him  with  an  head- 
piece and  breaft-plate  of  gold     With  thefe, 
liQwever,  the  foldier  went  off  the  next  night  to 
the  other  army ;  prudently  rcfolving  to  fecure 
liis  riches,   by  keeping  on  the  ftrongeft  fide. 
Antony  could  not  bear  this  defection  without 
frefli  indignation;  liercfolved,  therefore,  to  make 
a  bold  expiring  eflfort  by  fea  and  land,  but  pre- 
vioufly offered  to  .fight  his  advcrfary  in  fingle 
combat.  Auguftus  too  well  knew  the  inequality 
cf  their  fituations,  to  comply  with  this  forelorn 
G  2  offer ; 
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offer  -,  he  only,  therefore,  coolly  reply 'd.  That 
Antony  had  ways  enough  to  die  befides  fingk 
combat. 

The  evening  before  the  day  appointed  for 
his  laft  defperate  attempt,  he  ordered  a  grand 
entertainment  to  be  prepared.  *•  Give  me  good 
**  wine,  and  good  cheer,"  cried  he  to  his  friendst 
**  let  me  live  to-day;  to-morrow,  perhaps,  you 
^*  may  ferve  another  matter."  About  mid- 
night, as  Plutarch  relates,  while  a  melancholy 
filence  reigned  throughout  the  city,  a  noifc  of 
voices,  inftruments,  and  dancing,  was  heard,  as 
if  pafling  through  the  town,  and  feeming  to 
go  out  at  the  gate  which  looked  towards  the 
enemy.  At  day-break,  Antony  potted  the  few 
troops  he  had  remaining,  upon  a  rifing  ground 
near  the  city ;  from  whence  he  fent  orders  to 
his  gallics  to  engage  the  enemy.  There  he 
waited  to  be  a  fpeclator  of  the  combat ;  and,  ac 
firft,  he  liad  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee  them  advance 
in  good  order  ;  but  his  approbation  was  foon 
turned  into  rage,  when  he  faw  his  fliips  only 
falutirg  thofe  of  Auguttus,  and  both  fleets  unit- 
ing together,  and  failing  back  into  the  harbour. 
At  the  very  fame  time,  his  cavalry  defertcd  him. 
He  tried,  however,  to  lead  on  his  infantry, 
which  were  eafily  vanquiftied  ;  and  he  himlclf 
compelled  to  return  into  the  town.  His  anger 
was  now  ungovernable  ;  he  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out  aloud  as  he  patt,  that  he  was  betrayed 

•7 
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1^  Cleopatra,  and  delivered  by  her  to  thofe 
who,  for  her  fake  alone,  were  his  enemies.  In 
thcfe  fufpicions  he  was  not  deceived,  for  it  was 
fcjr  fecrct  orders  from  the  qucfen  that  the  fleet 
had  pail  over  to  the  enemy. 

Geopatra  had,  for  a  long  while,  dreaded  the 
tffc&s  of  Antony's  jealoufy ;  arid  had,  fome 
rime  before,  prepared  k  method  of  obviating 
iny  fudden  fallies  it  might  produce.     Near  the 
temple  of  IBs  (he  had  ereded  a  building,  which 
was  fccmingly  defigned  for  a  fepulchre.  Hither 
ihe  removed  all  her  treafure,  and  moft  valuable 
eScAs,  covering  them  over  with  torches,  fag- 
gots,   and    other  combuftible  matter.     This 
fepulchre  (he  defigned  to  anfwer  a  double  pur- 
pofe ;  as  well  to  fcreen  her  from  the  fudden 
refentments  of  Antony,  as  to  majce  Auguftus 
believe  that  (he  would  burn  all  her  treafures,  in 
cafe  he  refuled  her  proper  terms  of  capitulation. 
Here,   therefore,   (he  retired  from    Antony's 
prefent  fiiry  •,  (hutting  the  gates,  which  were 
fortified  with  bolts  and  bars  of  iron :  but  in  the 
mean  time,    gave  orders,  that  a  report  (hould 
be  fprcad  of  her  death.   This  news,  which  foon 
leached  Antony,  recalled  ail  his  former  love 
and  tcndernefs.     This  poor  wretch  was  now  a 
beiDg  fubjcck  to  the  guft  of  every  palTion,  and 
each  of  them  in  extreme.     He  now  lamented 
her  death  with  the  fame  violence  he  had  but 
a   few  minutes  before    feemed  to  dcfire  it. 
G  3  */  Wretched 
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•*  Wretched  man,"  cried  he  to  himfclf,  "  whac 
**  is  there  now  worthr  living  for  •»  fince  aU  that 
^*  could  footh  or  foften  my  cares  is  departed ! 
^  O  Cleopatra,''  continued  he»  being  got  to  his 
diamber,  *^  our  reparation  does  not  fo  muck 
**  affli&  me,  as  the  difgrace  I  fuffcr,  in  permit- 
**  ting  a  woman  to  inftrud  me  in  the  ways  oi 
^*  dying.7  He  then  called  one  of  bis  freedmeis 
named  Eros,  whom  he  had  engaged  by  oath  to 
kill  him,  whenever  fortune  Ihould  drive  him  to 
this  laft  refource.  Eros  being  now  commanded 
to  perform  his  promife,  this  faithful  follower 
drew  the  fword,  as  if  going  to  execute  hit* 
orders  -,  but  turning  his  face,  plunged  it  iau> 

*  his  own  bofopi,  and  died  at  his  mafter*s  feet. 

Antony,  for  a  while  hung  over  his  faithful 
fervant,  and  commending  jiis  fidelity,  took  up 
the  fword,  with  which,  dabbing  himfelf  in  the 
belly,  he  fell  backward  upon  a  little  couch. 
Tho'  the  wound  was  mortal,  yet  the  blood  (lop- 
ping, he  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  earneftly  coii-» 
jured  thofe  who  were  come  into  the  room,  ta 
put  an  end  to  his  life ;  but  they  all  fled,  being 
feized  with  fright  and  horror.  He,  therefore, 
continued  in  this  manner  for  fome  time,  ItiU 
crying  out  and  writhing  with  pain,  till  he  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  queen's  fccrctarics  that 
his  miitrefs  was  ftill  alive.  He  then  eameftlf 
detired  to  be  carried  to  the  place  where  fhe  was. 
They  accordingly  brought  him  to  the  gate  of 

the 
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tkc  Sepulchre  •,  but  Cleopatra,  who  would  not 

permit  it  to  be  opened,  appeared  at  the  win«> 

dow,  and  threw  down  cords  in  order  to  pull 

bim  up.    In  this  mannet,  afifted  by  her  two 

female  att<;ndants,  (he  raifed  him  all  bloody 

from  the  ground  ^  and  while  yet  fufpended  in 

the  air,  he  continued  ilretching  out  his  hands 

(D  encour^  her.     Cleopatra  and  her  maids 

had  only  juft  (Irength  fufiicient  toraifehim; 

and  at  laft,  with  much  ftraining,  they  effected 

riieir  purpofe,  and  carried  him  to  a  couch,  oil 

which  they  gently  laid  him.     There  (he  gave 

way  to  her  farrow,  tearing  her  cloaths,  beating 

her  bread,  and  kiffing  the  wound  of  which  he 

was  d^ng.     She  called  upon  him  as  her  lord, 

her  huiband,  her  emperor,  and  feemed  to  have 

forgotten  her  own  diftreffes  in  the  greatnefs 

of  his  fufierings.      Antony  entreated  her  to 

moderate  the  tranfports  of  her  grief,  and  afked 

for  fomc  wine,  either  becaufe  he  was  thirfty,  or 

becaufe  he  thought  it  would  haften  his  end  : 

after  he  had  drank,  he  entreated  Cleopatra  to     ^ 

endeavour  to  preferve  her  life,   if  fhe  could  do 

it  with  honour ;  and  recommended  Proculus,  a 

friend  of  Auguftus,  as  one  (he  might  rely  on 

to  be  her  interceflbr.     He  exhorted  her  not  to 

lament  for  his  misfortunes,  but  to  congratulate 

him  upon  bis  former  felicity,   to  confidcr  him 

as  one  who  had  lived  the  moft  powerful  of 

men,  and  at  laft  died  by  the  hand  of  a  Roman. 

G  4  Juft 
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Jufl  as  he  had  done  fpcaking  he  expired,  and 
Proculus  made  his  appearance  by  command  of 
Auguftus,  who  had  been  informed  of  Antony's 
defperate  condudb.  He  was  fent  to  tty  all 
means  of  getting  Cleopatra  into  his  power. 
Auguftus  having  a  double  motive  for  his  fol* 
licitude  on  this  occafion  :  one,  to  prevent  her 
deftroying  the  treafurcs  fhe  had  taken  with  her  * 
into  the  tomb  •,  the  other,  to  prefer ve  her  pcr- 
fbn  as  an  ornament  to  grace  his  triumph* 
Cleopatra,  however,  was  upon  her  guard,  and 
would  not  confer  with  Proculus,  except 
through  the  gate,  which  was  very  well  fecur- 
rd.  In  the  mean  time,  while  he  deGgnedly 
drew  out  the  conference  to  fome  length,  and 
and  had  given  Gallus,  one  of  his  fellow  fold}ers» 
dircflions  to  carry  on  the  converfation  in  his 
abfcnce,  he  entered  with  two  more  by  the 
4  window  a:  which  Antony  had  been  drawn  up. 
As  Toon  as  lie  was  entered  he  ran  down  to  the 
c^ate  ;  and  or.e  of  the  women  crying  our,  that 
th'^y  were  taken  alive,  Cleopatra,  perceiving 
what  happened,  drtw  a  poniard,  and  at- 
tempted to  (lab  herfclf ;  but  Proculus  prevent- 
ing the  blow,  gently  rcmonftrated,  that  (be 
was  cruel  in  refuiing  fo  good  a  prince  as  his 
irafler  was,  the  pleafure  of  difplaying  his  cle- 
mency. He  then  forced  the  poniard  out  of 
ber  hand,  and  examined  her  cloaths  to  be  cer- 
tain ihe  had  no  poifon  about  her.     Thus  leav* 

ing 
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ing  every  thing  fccured,  he  went  to  acquaint 
his  mafter  with  his  proceedings. 

Auguftus  was  extremely  pleafed  at  finding 
her  in  his  power  r  he  fent  Epaphroditus  to 
bring  her  to  his  palace,  and  to  watch  her  with 
the  utmoft  circumfpeftion.  He  was  likewife 
ordered  to  ufc  her,  in  every  rcfpc6t,  with  that 
deference  and  fubmiflion  which  was  due  to  her 
rank  ;.  and  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
render  her  captivity  agreeable.  She  was  per* 
mitted  to  have  the  honour  of  granting  Antony 
the  rites  of  burial ;  and  fumilhed  with  every 
thing  (he  dcGred,  that  was  becoming  his  dig- 
nity to  receive,  or  her  love  to  offer.  Yet,  ftill 
(he  languiQied  under  her  new  confinement : 
her  cxccflivc  forrow,  her  many  loffes,  and  the 
blows  fhe  had  given  her  bofonci,  produced  a 
fever  which  (he  fcemed  willing  to  encreafe.  She 
refelved  to  abftain  from  taking  any  nourifh- 
mcnt^under  the  pretence  of  a  regimen  necefliary 
for*  her  dilbrder ;  but  Auguftus,  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  real  motive,  by  her  phyfi- 
cian,  began  to  threaten  her,  with  regard  to  her 
chikiren,  in  cafe  (he  perfifted.  This  was  the 
only  punifhment  that  could  now  affeft  her;  (he 
allowed  herfelf  to  be  treatc:d  as  they  thought 
proper,  and  received  whatever  was  prefcribed 
for  her  recovery. 

In  the  mean  time,  Auguftus  nude  his  entry 
iato  Alexandria  >  taking  care  to  mitigate  the 

fears 
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fears  of  the  inhabitants,  by  converflng  fatnili* 
arly  as  he  went  ak>ng«  with  Areus,  a  philofopheiv 
and  a  native  of  the  place.  The  citizens,howeveri 
trembled  at  his  approach ;  and  when  he  phiced 
himfelf  upon  the  tribunal,  they  proftracecl 
themfelves,  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  be^ 
fore  him,  like  criminals  who  waited  the  leil^ 
tenceof  their  execution.  Actgufhis  prefently 
ordered  them  to  rife,  telling  them,  that  three 
motives  induced  him  to  pardon  them.  His 
refpefk  for  Alexander,  who  was  the  founder  e^ 
their  city  -,  his  admiration  of  its  beauty  ;  and 
his  fiiendihip  for  Areus,  their  fellow-citizen^ 
Two  only  of  particular  note  were  put  to  death 
upon  this  occafion ;  Antony's  eldeft  fon  Antyl- 
lus,  and  Caefario,  the  fon  of  Julius  Caefar,  both 
betrayed  into  his  hands  by  their  refpefti  ve  tu- 
tors, who  themfclvcs  fuffered  for  their  perfidy 
fhortly  after.  As  for  the  reft  of  Cleopatra's 
children,  he  treated  them  with  great  gentlcnefa, 
leaving  them  to  the  care  of  thofe  who  were  in- 
trufted  with  their  education,  who  had  orders  to 
provide  them  with  every  thing  fuitable  to  their 
birth.  As  for  her,  when  flic  was  recovered  from 
her  late  indifpofirion,  he  came  to  vifit  her  in  pei^ 
fon;  (he  received  him  lyinjr  on  a  couch,  in  a  care- 
lefs  manner;  and,  upon  his  entering  the  apart* 
ment,  rofe  up  to  proftrate  hcrfelf  before  him. 
She  was  dreft  in  nothing  bnr  a  loofe  robe.  Her 
misfortunes  had  given  an  air  of  uverity  to  hef 
I  features; 
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fcittuies;  her  hair  was  dilhevcUcd,  her  voice 
onnWinfe  her  cdmplcadon  pak^  atid  her  eyes 
ced  with  wee^g.  Yet,  fldU  her  natural  beauty 
feemcd  tagjeam  through  the  diftrefles  that  fur^ 
rouadttl  her;,  and  the  graces  of  her  modon, 
tad  che  ailuriag  foftnefs  of  her  looks,  ftill  bore 
teSdcaonj  to  the  former  power  of  her  charms* 
/Vligirfhis  raifed  her  with  his  ufual  complain 
iaoce,  and  defiring  her  to  fit,  placed  him&tf 
befide  her.  Clec^atra  had  been  prepared  for 
thb  imerview,  and  made  ufe  of  every  method 
ilie  cotdd  think  o^  to  propitiate  the  conqueror. 
She  tried  apcdogies,  entreaties  and  allurementSt 
io  obtain  liis  favour,  and  foften  his  refent* 
meat.  She  began  by  atten^^thig  to  juftify  her 
condu&;  but  when  her  art  and  (kill  ^ikd 
agttnft  m^mifeft  proofs,  (he  turned  her  defence 
into  fupplications.  She  talked  of  Caefar's  hu* 
manity  to  thofein  dtibefs ;  flie  read  fome  of  his 
letters  to  her,  full  of  tendeme&,  and  enlarged 
upon  the  long  intimacy  that  had  paft  between 
them.  "  But  of  what  fervicc,'*  cried  fhc,  "  are 
^  now  all  his  benefits  to  me !  Why  could  I  noc 
^'  die  with  him !  Yet  he  ilill  lives,  methinks  I 
•*  fee  him  ftill  before  me,  he  revives  in  youL** 
Auguftus  was  no  ilranger  to  this  method  of 
addreis,  but  he  remained  firm  againft  all  attacks, 
anfwering  always  with  a  cold  indifference, 
which  obliged  her  to  give  her  attempts  a  dif- 
fident turn*    She  now  addreft  his  avarice,  pre* 

fencing 
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fcnting  him  with  an  inventory  of  her  treafurtf 
and  jewels.     This  gave  occaHon  to  a  very  fid-* 
gular  fcene,  which  (hews  chat  the  little  deco^ 
rums  of  breeding  were  then,  by  no  means^  ib 
carefully  attended  to  as  at  prefent.    One  of 
her  ftewards  having  alledged  that  the  inventory 
was  defeftive,  and  that  (he  had  fecreted  a  part 
of  her  effcfts,  (he  fell  into  a  violent  pa(fiaPt 
(hirted  from  her  couch,  and  catching  him  by 
the  hair,   gave  him  feveral  blows  on  the  face. 
Auguftus  fmiled  at  her  indignation,  and  lead- 
ing her  to  the  couch,  defired  her  to  be  paci- 
fied.    To  this  (he  replied,  that  (he  could  not 
bear  being  intuited  in  the  prefence  of  one  whom 
flie  fo  highly  efteemed.     "  And  fuppofing,** 
cried  (be,    "  that  I  have  fecreted  a  few  trifles, 
**  am  l^lame,   when  they  are  referved   not 
**  for  myfclf,  but  for  Livia  and  Oftavia,  whom 
**  I  hope  to  make  my  interceflbrs  with  you  ?*• 
This  excufe,  which  intimated  a  dcfu"e  of  liv- 
ing, was  not  difagreeable  to  Auguftus,  who 
politely  alTured  her,  that  (he  was  at  liberty 
to  keep  whatever  (he  had  referved,  and  that 
in  every  thing  (he  (hould  be  indulged  to  the 
height  of  her  expeftations.      He  then  took 
leave,  and  departed  ;  imagining  he  had  recon- 
ciled her  to  life,  and  to  the  indignity  of  being 
ihewn  in  the  intended  triumph,  which  he  was 
preparing  for  his  return  to   Rome :    but  in 
this  he  was  deceived.    .Cleopatra,  all  tliis  time* 

had 
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had  kept  a  correfpondence  with  Dolabella,  a 
young  Roman  of  high  birth,  in  the  camp  of 
Auguftus ;  who,  perhaps  from  compafRon,  or 
ftrongcr  motives,  was  interefted  in  the  misfor- 
tunes of  that  princefs.  From  him  (he  learnt 
the  intentions  of"'  Auguftus,  and  that  he  was 
determined  to  fend  her  off  in  three  days,  toge- 
ther with  her  children,  to  Rome.  She  now, 
therefore,  determined  upon  dying ;  but  prc- 
vioufly,  entreated  permilTion  to  pay  her  laft  ob- 
lations at  Antony's  tomb.  This  requeft  being 
granted  her,  (he  was  carried,  with  her  two  fe- 
male attendants,  to  the  ftately  monument  where 
he  was  laid.  There  fhe  threw  herfelf  upon  his 
coffin,  bewailed  her  captivity,  and  renewed  her 
proteflations  not  to  furvive  him.  She  then 
crowned  the  tomb  with  garlands  of  flowers ; 
and  having  killed  the  coffin  a  thoufand  times, 
(he  returned  home,  to  execute  her  fatal  refo- 
lution.  Having  bathed,  and  ordered  a  fump- 
tuous  banquet,  (he  attired  herfelf  in  the  moft 
iplendid  manner.  She  then  feafted,  as  ufual  •, 
and  loon  after  ordered  all  but  her  two  attend-r 
ants,  Charmion  and  Iris,  to  leave  the  room* 
Then,  having  previoufly  ordered  an  afp  to  be 
fecretly  conveyed  to  her  in  abafketof  fruit,  fhe 
fent  a  letter  to  Auguftus,  informing  him  of  her 
fatal  purpofe,  and  defiring  to  be  buried  in  the 
fame  tomb  with  Antony.  Auguftus,  upon  re- 
ceiving this  letter,  inftantly  difpatched  mef- 
3  fengcrs 
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icngci-s  to  flop  her  intentions,  but  they  arrired 
too  late.  Upon  entering  the  chamber,  they  be* 
held  Cleopatra  lying  dead  upon  a  gilded  couch, 
arrayed  in  her  royal  robes.  Near  her,  Iras,  one 
of  her  faithful  attendants,  was  ftretched  lifelds 
at  the  feet  of  her  miftrefs  ;  and  Channion  her« 
lelfy  almoft  expiring,  was  fetdiog  the  diadem 
upon  Cleopatra's  head.  ^^  Alas!"  cried  one  of 
the  meflengers,  ^^  was  this  well  done.  Char* 
**  mion  ?"  "  Yes,"  replied  (he,  "  it  is  weU 
^^  done ;  fuch  a  death  becomes  a  glorious  ijueen, 
^^  defcended  from  a  race  of  noble  ancefiors.** 
On  pronouncing  thefe  words,  (he  fell  down,  and 
died  with  her  much  lov'd  miftrefs.  There  are 
fome  circumftances  in  the  death  of  this  cekr 
brated  woman,  that  interefts  our  affeftions,  con« 
trary  to  the  didates  of  our  reafon.  Though 
with  fcarce  any  valuable  talent  but  that  of  cun- 
ning, and  fcarce  any  odier  ornament  but  thai 
of  beauty,  yet  we  pity  her  fate,  and  fympathize 
with  her  diftrefies.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty- nine,  after  having  reigned  twenty-two 
years.  Her  death  put  an  end  to  the  monarchy 
in  Egypt,  whifih  had  flourifhed  there  for  im- 
memorial ages. 

Auguftus  feemed  much  troubled  at  Cleopa- 
tra's death,  as  it  deprived  him  of  a  principal 
ornament  in  his  intended  triumph.  However, 
the  manner  of  it,  a  good  deal  exalted  her  cha- 
racter among  the  Romans,  with  whom  fuicide 

was 
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confickred  z$  a  virtue.     Her  dying  requcft 
tas  complied  with,    her  body  being  laid  by 
n    Antony's^  and  a  magnificent  funeral  prepared 
wBbr  her  and  her  two  faithful  attendance.     By 
^wc  death  of  Antony,  Auguftus  was  now  bc- 
'     cotnc  complete  mafter  of  the  Roman  Empire* 
He  foon  after  returned  to  Rome  in  triumph ; 
where,  by  fumptuous  feafts^  and  magnificent 
fhewB^  he  began  to  obliterate  the  impreflTionsof 
^^is  former  cruelty  i  antj  from  thence  forward^ 
^^foWed  to  fecure  by  his  clemency,  a  throne, 
the  foundations  of  which  were  laid  in  bloocL 
He  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  moft  ex  ten  five 
^^mpire  that  mankind  had  ever  concurred  in 
^pbeying.    The  former  fpTtit  of  the  Romans, 
^ind  thofe  charafteriftic  marks  that  diftinguifhed 
them  from  others^    were  %ouUy  loft.     The 
city  was  now  inhabited  by  a  concourfe  from 
I     all  the  countries  of  the  worlds  and  being  con- 
fequently  diverted  of  all  juft  patriotic  prin- 
ciples, perhaps  a  monarchy  was  the  belt  form 
of  government  that  could  be  found  to  unite 
its  members.  However,  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that   during    tbefe  long  contentions    among 
thcmfelvcs,  and  thefe  horrid  devaftations  by 
civil-war,  the  ftate  was  daily  growing  more 
formidable  and  powerfuly  and  completed  the 
deftnadion  of  all  the  kings  who  prefumed  to 
oppofe  it-    A  modern  politician  *»  pretends  to 

proye 
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prove  upcm  prindple,  that  this  muft  be  tfic 
cafe  in  every  ftarc  long  hamflcd  by  dvil-war. 
•«  In  fuch  a  fcafon,"  6ys  he,  **  the  nolnlicy, 
^  the  citizens,  tbe  aniens,  the  pealants,  in 
**  ihort,  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  become 
*^  foldiers;  and  when  peace  has  united  all  the 
•*  contending  parties,  diis  ftate  enjoys  great 
*'  advantages  over  others,  whofe  fufc^c^  arc 
"generally  citizens.  Bcfidcs,  civil-wars  al- 
**  ways  produce  great  men ;  as  then  is  the 
^<  feafon  when  merit  is  fought  for,  and  talents 
••  become  confpicuous.**  However  this  may 
be,  there  never  was  a  time  when  Rome  was 
ib  magnificent,  lb  populous^  and  fo  refined. 
The  empire  was  now  brought  very  near  its 
utnK>ft  extent.  It  contained  in  Europe,  Italy, 
Gaul,  Spain,  Greece,  Illyrricum,  Dacia,  Pan- 
nonia,  Britain,  and  fome  part  of  Germany.  In 
Afia,  all  thofe  provinces  which  went  under  the 
name  of  Afia  Minor;  together  with  Armenia, 
Syria,  Judaea,  Mefopotamia  and  Media.  In 
Africa,  almoft  all  thofe  pans  of  it  which 
were  then  fuppofed  habiuble ;  namely,  Egypt, 
Numidia,  Mauritania  and  Lybia;  the  whole 
of  their  empire  comprizing  an  extent  of  between 
three  and  four  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and 
half  as  much  in  breadth.  As  to  the  yearly 
revenues  of  the  empire,  they  have  been  com- 
puted to  about  forty  millions  of  our  money. 
7'bc  number  of  the  citizens  amounted  to  four 
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inillions  and  fixty-three  thoufand  men,  women 
and  children  ;  a  number,  at  lead,  four  times 
greater,  than  that  of  London,  at  prefcnt  the 
moft  populous  city  in  the  world.  As  to  the 
improvements  in  polite  learning,  they  exceed- 
ed all  that  preceded  them,  and  have  never  fince 
been  equalled.  Befides  Virgil,  and  Horace^ 
and  Ovid,  poets,  whofe  names  it  is  fufficient 
to  niention  ;   Livy,  the  hiftorian,  graced  this  ■     • 

period  j  a  writer  whofe  works  are  as  much 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  other  hiftorian,  as  the  ^* 

tftions  he  undertook  to  record  were  greater. 
Without  either  pedantry  or  afFcdtation,  it  may 
be  iaid,  that  none  have  either  been  comparable 
to  him ;  and,  in  whatever  point  of  view  his 
books  may  be  confidered,  whether  in  point  of 
accuracy,  eloquence,  or  vigour  of  imagination, 
he  has  fet  mankind  a  model  of  the  grandeft: 
fobyeft^  treated  in  the  moft  becoming  manner; 
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CHAP.  III. 

From  the  deiath  of  Antony  to  the  death  of  Auguftus* 


U.  C. 


X  HE  government  having  now  taken  a 
permanent  form,  is  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
hiftory  can  teem  with  fuch  ftriking  events,  as- 
during  that  period  in  which  the  conftitution 
was  ftruggling  for  freedom.  But  a  dearth  of 
hiftorical  occurrences  is  generally  the  hap[M- 
nefs  of  the  people.  In  faft,  Rome  never  en- 
joyed an  interval  of  fo  much  profperity  as  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  reign  of  Auguftus. 
From  the  moment  he  wanted  a  rival,  he  gave 
up  his  cruelty ;  and,  being  entirely  without 
an  oppofer,  he  fcemcd  totally  divefted  of  fu(pi- 
cion.  His  firft  care  was  to  aflure  himfclf  o£ 
the  friends  of  Antony  ;  to  which  end  he  pub- 
licly reported  tliac  he  had  burnt  all  Antony's 
letters  nnd  papers  without  reading,  convinced 
that,  while  any  thought  themfclves  fufpefted, 
tlicy  would  be  fearful  of  even  ofiering  him 
their  fricndfliip.  Mis  next  ftroke  of  politics 
was  to  cftablifli  order,  or  rather  permanent 
fcrvitudc;  for,  when  once  the  fovcreignty  is 
ufurpcd  in  a  free  (late,   every  tranfadtion  on 

which* 
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Vhich  an  unlimitted  authority  can  be  founded 

-  is  called  a  regulation  :  however,  as  the  greateft 

number  of  thofe  that  raife  their  fortunes,  af- 

fumc  new  titles  to  authorize  their  power,  Au- 

guftus  refolved  to  conceal  his  new  power  under 

ufual  names  and  ordinary  dignities.     He  caufed 

himfelf  to  be  ftyled  emperor,  to  preferve  autho* 

rity  over  the  army;   he  made  himfelf  to  be 

created  tribune,  to  manage  the  people ;  and 

prince  of  the  fenate,  to  govern  there.     Thus 

uniting  in  his  own  perfon  fo  many  different 

powers,  he  charged  himfelf  alfo  with  the  cares 

belonging  to  each  feparate  department;  and 

while  he  did  the  greateft  good  to  others,  full]^  , 

gratified  his  ambition  in  the  difcharge  of  his 

duty.  In  this  manner  the  people's  intcrcfts  and 

his  ambition  feemed  to  co-operate,  and  while 

he  governed  all,  he  let  them  imagine  that  they 

were  governing  themfclves. 

For  this  purpofe,  as  he  had  gained  the  king- 
dom by  his  army,  he  refolved  to  govern  it  by 
the  fenate.  This  body,  though  greatly  fallen 
from  their  ancient  fplendour,  he  knew  to  be  the 
bed  ordered,  and  moft  capable  of  wifdom  and 
juftice.  To  thefe,  therefore,  he  gave  the  chief 
power  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  government, 
while  he  ftill  kept  the  people  and  the  army 
fedfaft  to  him  by  donatives,  and  afts  of  favour. 
8y  thefe  means  all  the  odium  of  juftice  fell  up- 
•n  the  fenase,  and  all  the  popularity  of  pardon 
H  a  was 
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<vas  folcly  his  own.  Thus  rcftoring  to  the 
fenate  their  ancient  fplcndour,  and  difcoun^ 
teriancing  all  corruption,  he  pretended  to  rc- 
ferve  to  himfelf  a  very  moderate  (hare  of  au- 
thority, which  none  could  refufe  tiirn  :  name* 
ly,  an  abfolute  power  to  compel  all  ranks  df 
the  ftate  to  do  iheir  duty.  This,  in  faft,  was 
referving  abfolute  dominion  in  his  own  hands  s 
'  but,  the  mifguided  people  began  to  look  upon 
his  moderation  with  afbonilhment :  they  con* 
fidered  themfclves  as  reftorcd  to  their  former 
freedom,  except  in  the  capacity  of  promoting 
fedicion  ;  ancf  the  fenate  fuppofcd  their  power 
rc-eftablifhed  in  all  things  but  their  tendenqf 
to  injuftice.  It  was  even  faid  that  the  Romans, 
by  fuch  a  government,  loft  nothing  of  the 
happinefs  that  liberty  could  produce ;  and 
were  exempt  from  all  the  misfortunes  it  could 
occafion.  This  obfervation  might  have  fbme 
truth  under  fuch  a  monarch  as  Auguftus  now 
appeared  to  be ;  but  they  were  taught  to 
change  their  fentiments  under  his  fucccflbrs, 
when  they  found  themfelves  afflidted  with  all 
the  punifhments  that  tyranny  could  infliA  or 
fcdition  make  neccfTary. 

After  having  eftabliflied  this  admirable  or- 
der, Auguftus  found  himfelf  agitated  by  dif- 
ferent inclinations  ;  and  confidered  a  long 
time  whether  he  fhould  keep  the  empire  or 
rcftorc  the  people  to  their    ancient  libcrtjr. 

The 
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The  cjcamples  of  Sylla  and  Casfar  varioufly 
operated  upon  him.    He  confidercd  that  Sylla, 
who  had  voluntarily  quitted  the  diftarorfhip, 
died  peaceably  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies ; 
and  Caefar,  who  had  kept  it,  was  affalTinated 
by  bis  moft  intimate  friends,  who  gloried  in 
ihc  adion.     Struggling  with  this  troublefome 
tificcrtainty,  he  djfcovcred  the  dilbrder  of  his 
mind  to  his  two  principal  friends  Agrippa  and 
Maecenas.     Agrippa,  who  had  gained  him  the 
empire  by  his  valour,  advifed  him  to  refign  it ; 
either  impelled  by  patriotifm,  or  a  defire  to 
feize  upon  what  ihould  be  thus   laid  down. 
Maecenas,  however,  was  of  a  contrary  opinion. 
This  miniftcr,  fo  famous  for  patronizing  the 
men  of  genius  of  his  time,  had  much  merit, 
but  was  effeminate  and  tender.     More  an  ad- 
mirer of  the  ufeful  than^  the  fplendid  virtues, 
he  was  better  fatisfied  with  what  benefited  the 
people  than  raifed  their  admiration  :  befides, 
he  might  have  .been  influenced  by  felf-intcrell- 
fid  motives  in  the  advice  he  gave ;   for  being 
more  capable  of  advifing  than  of  acting,  and 
entirely  formed  for  the  cabinet,  he  hoped  to 
obt^n  thofe  honours  from  a  matter  which  he 
could  not  force  from  the  people,  with  whom 
he  muft  have  raifed  himfelf  by  his  own  proper 
powers,  and  afted  vith  vigorous  independance. 
He,  therefore,  intreated  Auguftus  to  confider 
Whcr  what  was  advantageous  to  his  country 
U  3  . thoft 
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than  alluring  to  himfclf -,  he  likened  the  re- 
public to  a  (hip  fraught  with  paflenges,  but 
totally  deftitute  of  a  pilot :  he  confidered  it  as 
now  grown  almoft  a  wreck,  though  fafcly 
brought  into  harbour,  and  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger of  (inking,  if  once  more  pulhed  off  from 
(bore.  He  defcribed  the  empire  as  now  too 
great  and  unweildy  to  fubfi(t  without  the  moft 
vigorous  matter,  and  likely  to  fall  into  pieces 
under  a  variety  of  rulers.  To  thefe  he  added 
a  dKTuafive,  perhaps  ftill  more  prevailing; 
namely,  the  fafety  of  the  emperor,  which  no- 
thing but  his  prefent  authority  could  fectire. 
Thofe  reafons  prevailed  upon  a  mind  already 
too  well  inclined  to  preferve  that  power  which 
it  had  fo  hardly  laboured  to  obtain.  From  that 
time  Auguftus  adopted  the  advice  of  Maecenas, 
not  only  in  this  inftance,  but  on  every  other 
occafion.  By  the  inftruftions  of  that  great 
miniller,  he  became  gende,  affable,  and  hu- 
mane. By  his  advice  it  was  that  he  fet  a  rclb- 
lution  of  never  being  concerned  at  what  was 
faid  againft  him.  However,  in  order  to  avoid 
obloquy  as  much  as  po(rible,  he  encouraged 
men  of  learning,  and  gave  them  much  of  his 
time  and  his  friend(hip.  They  in  their  turn 
relieved  his  moft  anxious  hours,  and  circulated 
his  praifc  through  the  empire. 

Thus  having  given  peace  and  happinefs  to 
(he  empire,  and  being  convinced  of  the  attach- 
ment. 
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mcnt  of  all  the  orders  of  the  ftate  to  his  per- 
fon,  he  refolved  upon  imprefling  the  people 
with  an  indea  of  his  magnanimity  alfo.     This 
was  nothing  lefs  than  making  a  fliew  of  re- 
figning  his  authority  ;  wherefore,  having  pre- 
vioufly  inftrufted  his  creatures  in  the  fenate 
liow  to  a£l,  he  addrefTed  them  in  a  fludied 
fpeech,  importing  the  difficulty  of  governing 
fo  extenfive  an  empire  5  a  tafk,  which,  he  faid, 
none  but  the  immortal  Gods  were  equal  to. 
He  modeftly  urged  his  own  inability,  though 
impelled   by  every  motive   to  undertake  it; 
and  then,  with  a  degree  of  feeming  generofity, 
freely  gave  up  all  that  power,  which,  as  he 
obferved,  his  arms  had  gained,  and  the  fenate 
had  confirmed.     This  power  he  repeatedly  of- 
fered to  rettore,   giving  them  to  under  ft  and 
that  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Romans  was  not  loft 
in  him.     This  fpeech  operated  upon  the  fenate 
varioufly,  as  they  were  more  or  lefs  in  tJie  (e- 
crct ;  many  believed  the  fincerity  of  his  pro- 
feffions,  and,  therefore,  regarded  his  condudt 
as  an  aft  of  unequalled  heroiim  by  any  thing 
that  had  hitherto  appeared  in  Rome ;  others, 
equally  ignorant  of  his  motives,  diftrufted  his 
defigns.    Some  there  were  who,  having  greatly 
fuffered  during  the  late  popular  commotions, 
were  fearful  of  having  them  renewed  •,  but  the 
majority,    who   were  entirely  devoted  to  Ins 
interefts,  and  inftruded  by  his  minifters,  frc- 
H  4  quently 
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quently  attempted  to  interrupt  him  while  fpeak* 
ing,  and  received  his  propofal  with  pretended 
indignation.    Thefe  unanimou(ly  befought  him 
not  to  refign  the  adminiftration ;  but  upon  hit 
continuing  to  decline  their  requeft,  they  in  a 
manner  compelled  him  to  comply.     However^ 
that  his  perfon  might  be  in  greater  fecurity, 
they  immediately  decreed  the  pay  of  his  guard 
to  be  doubled.     On  the  other  hand,  that  he 
might  feem  to  make  fome  conceflions  on  hia 
fide,  he  permitted  the  fenate  to  govern  the 
weak  internal  provinces  of  the  empire,  while 
the  moft  powerful  provinces,  and  thofc  thai 
required  the  greateft  armies  for  their  defcncei 
were  taken  entirely  under  his  own  command. 
Over  thefe  he  affumed  the  government  but  for 
ten  .years,  leaving  the  people  ftill  in  hopes  of 
regaining  their  ancient  freedom ;  but,  at  the 
lame  time,  laying  his  meafures  fo  well,  that 
his  government  was  renewed  every  ten  yean 
to  his  death. 

This  fliew  of  a  refignation  only  fervcd  to 
confirm  him  in  the  empire  and  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  New  honours  were  heaped  upon 
him.  He  was  then  firft  called  Auguftus;  a 
ncme  I  have  hitherto  ufed  as  that  by  which  he 
is  bed  known  in  hlllory.  A  laurel  was  ordered 
to  be  planted  at  his  gates.  His  houfc  was 
called  the  palace,  to  diltinguifli  it  from  that  oi 
ordinary  citizens.     He  was  confirmed  in  the 

titk 
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tide  of  hxhtr  of  his  country,  and  his  pcrfon 

fleclarcd    facred    and    inviolable.      In  fhort, 

flattery  feemed  on  the  rack  to  find  out  new 

modes  of  pleafing  him ;    but,  though  he  de« 

^ifed  the  arts  of  the  fenate,  he  permitted  their 

lomage,  well  knowing  that,  among  mankind, 

titles  produce  arefpeft  which  enforces  authority. 

Upon  entering  into  his  tenth  confulfhip,  the 

ienate^  by  oath,  approved  of  all  his  a6ts,  and 

fct  him  wholly  above  the  power  of  the  laws. 

They  fome  time  after  offered  to  fwear  to  not 

ooly  all  the  laws  he  had  made,  but  fuch  as  he 

ihould  make  for  the  future.     It  was  then  cuf- 

wmsiry  with  fathers  upon  their  death-beds,  to 

command  their  children  to  carry  oblations  to 

the  Capitol,  with  this  infcription.  That  at  the 

day  of  their  deaths  they  left  Auguftus  in  health. 

It  was  determined  that  no  man  fhould  be  put 

to  death  on  fuch  days  as  the  emperor  entered 

the  city.     Upon  a  dearth  of  provifions,  the 

people  in  a  body  entreated  him  to  accept  of  the 

diftatorfiiip ;  but,  though  he  undertook  to  be 

procurator  of  the  provifions,  he  would  by  no 

means  accept  of  the  title  of  diftator,  which  had 

been  abolifhed  by  a  law  made  when  Antony 

was  conful. 

This  accumulation  of  titles  and  employ- 
ments, did  not  in  the  Icaft  diminilh  his  aflidulry 
in  filling  the  duties  of  each.  Several  very 
wholefomc  edicts  were  pafled  by  his  command, 

tending 
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tending  to  fupprcfs  corruption  in  the  fenatc^ 
and  licentioufhcfs  in  the  people.  He  ordained 
that  none  (hould  exhibit  a  (how  of  gla^ators 
without  orders  from  the  fenate.  and  then  no 
oftener  than  twice  a  year ;  nor  with  more  than 
a  hundred  and  twenty  at  a  time.  This  law 
was  extremely  neceflary  at  fo  corrupt  a  period 
of  the  empire ;  when  whole  armies  o(  thefe  un- 
fortunate men  ¥^re  brought  at  once  upon  the 
ftage,  and  compelled  to  fight,  often  till  half  o( 
them  were  Oain.  It  had  been  ufual  alio  with 
the  knights,  and  fome  women  of  the  firfk  di- 
ftincbion,  to  exhibit  themfelves  as  dancers  upon 
the  theatre ;  he  ordered  that  not  only  they, 
but  their  children  and  grand-children,  ihould 
be  reftrained  from  fuch  exercifes  for  the  future. 
He  fined  many  that  had  rcfufed  to  marry  at  a 
certain  age ;  and  rewarded  fuch  as  had  many 
children.  He  ordained  that  virgins  fhould  not 
be  married  till  twelve  years  of  age-,  and  per- 
mitted any  perfon  to  kill  an  adulterer  taken  in 
the  h&.  He  enafted  that  the  fenators  Ihoukl 
be  always  held  in  great  reverence ;  adding  to 
their  authority  what  he  had  taken  from  their 
power.  He  made  a  law  that  no  man  fhould 
have  the  freedom  of  the  city  without  a  previous 
examination  into  his  merit  and  charafter.  He 
appointed  new  rules  and  limits  to  the  manu- 
miflion  of  flaves ;  and  was  himfclf  very  ftri£t  in 
the  obfcrvance  of  them.      With    regard  to 

players. 
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players,  of  ¥rhoni  he  was  very  fond,  he  feverely 
jexamined  their  morals,  not  allowing  the  leaft 
licentioulhers  in  their  lives,  nor  indecency  in 
their  adions.  Though  he  encouraged  the 
athletic  exercifes,  yet  he  would  not  permit 
women  to  be  prefent  at  them  •,  holding  it  unbe- 
coming the  modefty  of  the  fex,  to  be  fpeftators 
of  thefe  fports,  which  were  performed  by  naked 
men.  In  drder  to  prevent  bribery  in  fuing  for 
offices,  he  took  confiderable  fums  of  money 
frbm  the  candidates,  by  way  of  pledge;  and  if 
any  indiredt  pradlices  were  proved  againft  them, 
they  were  obliged  to  forfeit  all.  Slaves  had 
beoi  hitherto  difallowed  to  confefs  any  thing 
againft  their  own  mafters;  but  he  aboliflied  the 
praftice,  and  firft  fold  the  ilave  to  another; 
which,  altering  the  property,  his  examination 
became  free,  Thefe,  and  many  other  laws,  all 
tending  to  reform  vice,  or  deter  from  crimes, 
gave  the  manners  of  the  people  another  com- 
plexion-, fo  that  the  rough  charafter  of  the 
Roman  was  now  foftened  into  that  of  the  re- 
fined citizen. 

Indeed  his  own  example  a  good  deal  tended 
to  humanize  his  fellow  citizens;  for  being 
placed  above  all  equality,  he  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  condefcenfion  :  wherefore  he  was  fa- 
miliar with  all,  and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  re- 
primanded with  the  moft  patient  humility. 
Though  he  was,  by  the  fingle  authority  of  his 
I  ftation. 
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ftation,  capable  of  condemning,  or  acquitting 
whomfoever  he  thought  proper,  yet  he  gave 
the  laws  their  proper  courfe ;  and  even  feme- 
times  pleaded  for  thofe  he  dcfired  to  proteft« 
Thus  Primus,  the  governor  of  Macedonia, 
having  a  day  afligned  him  for  having  made  war 
upon  the  Odrifli,  a  neighbouring  ftate,  as  be 
faid,  by  the  command  of  Auguftus,  the  latter 
denied  the  charge.  Upon  which  the  advocate 
for  Primus  dcfired  to  know,  with  an  infolent 
air.  What  brought  Auguftus  into  court,  or  who 
had  fcnt  for  him  ?  To  this  the  emperor  fub- 
miflively  replied,  "  The  commonwealth;'*  an 
anfwer  which  greatly  pleafed  the  people.  Upon 
another  occafion,  one  of  his  veteran  foldiers  en- 
treated his  proteSion  in  a  certain  caufc ;  but 
Auguftus  taking  little  notice  of  his  requeft, 
defired  him  to  apply  to  an  advocate.  **  Ah!" 
replied  the  foldier,  "  it  was  not  by  proxy  that 
•'  I  ferved  you  at  the  battle  of  Aftium.'*  This 
reply  pleafed  Auguftus  fo  much,  that  he 
pleaded  his  caufe  in  pcrfon,  and  gained  it  f6r 
him.  He  was  extremely  affable,  and  returned 
the  falutations  of  the  mcancft  perfons.  One 
day  a  perfon  prefcnted  him  a  petition,  but  with 
fo  much  awe,  that  Auguftus  was  difpleafed 
with  his  meannefs.  **  What,  friend,"  cried  he, 
"  you  feem  as  if  you  were  offering  fomething 
'*  to  an  elephant,  and  not  to  a  man;  be  bolder." 
One  day,  as  he  was  fitting  on  the  tribunal* 
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ID  judgment,  Maecenas  perceiving  by  his  tern- 
par,  that  he  was  inclined  to  be  fcvere,  at- 
tempted to  fpeak  to  him;  but  Hot  being  able  to 
get  up  to  the  tribunal,  for  the  crowd,  he  threw 
a  paper  into  his  lap,  on  which  was  written, 
^  Arife,  executioner."  Auguftus  read  it,  with- 
out any  difpleafure,  and  immediately  rifmg,  par- 
doned thofe  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  condemn; 
But  what  mod  of  all  fhewed  a  total  alteration 
in  his  difpofition,  was  his  treatment  of  Cor- 
nelius Cinna,  Pompey's  grandfon.  This  no- 
bleman had  entered  into  a  very  dangerous  con- 
i|>iracy  againft  him*,  but  the  plot  was  difcovered 
before  it  was  ripe  for  execution.  Auguftus, 
for  Ibme  time,  debated  with  himfelf  how  to 
aft;  but,  at  laft,  his  clemency  prevailed ;  he 
therefore  fent  for  thofe  who  were  guilty,  and 
after  reprimanding  them,  difmifTed  them  alL 
But  he  was  refolved  to  mortify  Cinna  by  the 
greatnefs  of  his  generofiry :  for  addrefling  him 
in  particular,  "  I  have  twice,"  fays  he,  *'  given 
*^  you  your  life ;  firft,  as  an  enemy ;  now,  as  a 
**  confpirator ;  I  now  give  you  the  confulftiip : 
♦*  let  us,  therefore,  be  friends  for  the  future ; 
**  and  let  us  only  contend  in  fhewing,  whether 
**  my  confidence,  or  your  fidelity,  fiiall  be 
**  viftorious."  This  generofity,  which  the  em- 
peror very  happily  timed,  had  fo  good  an 
cfFeft,  that,  from  that  inftant,  all  confpiracies 
ceafed  againfl  him. 

2  in 
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In  the  prafticc  of  fuch  virtues  as  thefe,  he 
pafled  a  long  reign  of  above  forty  years,  in 
which  the  happinefs  of  the  people  feemed  to 
cx)nfpire  with  his  own :  not  but  that  there  were 
wars,  in  the  diftant  provinces  of  the  empire^ 
during  almoil  the  whole  reign  ;  but  they  wcri 
rather  the  quelling  of  infurreftions,  than  the 
extending  of  dominions;  for  he  had  made  it  a 
rule,  to  carry  on  no  operations,  in  which  am- 
bition, and  not  the  fafety  of  the  date,  was  con* 
cerned.  In  fad,  he  feemed  the  firft  Roman^ 
who  aimed  at  gaining  a  charadter  by  the  arts 
of  peace  alone*,  and  who  obtained  the  aSeftioni 
of  the  foldiers,  without  any  military  talents  of 
his  own.  Nevcrthclefs,  the  Roman  arms,  un- 
der his  lieutenants,  were  crowned  with  fuccefs* 
The  Cantabrians,  in  Spain,  who  had  revolted, 
were  more  than  once  quelled  by  Tiberius,  his 
ftep-lbn-,  Agrippa,  his  fon-in-Iaw;  and  ^lius 
Lama  •,  who  followed  them  Xo  their  inacceflible 
mountains,  there  blocked  them  up,  and  com- 
pelled them,  by  famine,  to  furrendcr  at  dif* 
cretion.  The  Germans  alfo  gave  fome  un- 
cafinefs,  by  their  repeated  incurfions  into  the 
territories  of  Gaul,  but  were  repreflcd  by  Lol* 
lius.  The  Rhctians  were  conquered  byDrufus, 
the  brother  of  Tiberius.  The  Befli  and  Sialatae, 
barbarous  nations,  making  an  irruption  into 
Thrace,  were  overthrown  by  Pifo,  governor  of 
Famphylia,  who  gained  triumphal  honours. 

The 
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Tbe  Dacians  were  reprefled  with  more  dian 
one  defeat :  the  Armenians  alfo  were  brought 
into  due  fufcgedion  by  Caius,  his  grandfon. 
The  Getulians,  in  Africa,  took  up  arms;  but 
were  fubdued  by  the  conful,  Caius  Coflfus,  who 
thence  received  the  furname  of  Getulicus.    A 
dangerous  war  alfo  was  carried  on  agsdnft  the 
Dalmatians  and  Pannonians  ;  who  having  ac« 
quired  great  ftrength,  by  the  continuance  of  a 
long  peace,  gathered  an  army  of  two  hundred 
tbouiand  foot,  and  nine  thoufand  horfe,  threat* 
Qijpg  Rome  itfelf  with  deftruftion.     Levies 
were  therefore  made  in  Italy  with  the  utmoft 
expedition;  the  veteran  troops  were  recalled 
from  all  parts;  and  Auguilus  went  to  Armi* 
nium,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  givmg  his 
diredions.    And,  indeed,  though  perfonal  va- 
lour was  by  no  means  his  moft  fhining  or* 
nament,  yet  no  man  could  give  wifer  orders 
upon  every  emergeiKy ;  or  go  with  greater  dif- 
patch  into  all  parts  W  his  dominions,  than  he.^ 
Thi5  wiar  continued  near  three  years ;  being 
principally  managed  by  Tiberius  and   Ger« 
manicus ;  the  latter  of  whom  gained  great  re- 
putation againft  thefe  fierce  and  barbarous  mul- 
titudes.    Upcm  their  redudion,  Bato,  their 
leader,  being  fummoned  before  the  tribunal  of 
Tiberius,  and  being  demanded  how  he  could 
offer  to  revolt  ^ainfl:  the  power  of  Rome,  the 
bold  barbarian  replied,  ^'  That  the  Romans, 

"and 
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f^  and  not  he»  were  the  aggreflbrs;  fince  dic^ 
**  had  fent,  inftead  of  dogs  and  Ihepherds,  to 
^  ^  /^  fecure  their  flocks,  only  wolves  and  bean 
752/  "  to  devour  them."  But  the  war  which  waa 
moft  fatal  to  the  Roman  interefts,  during  this 
reign,  was  that  which  was  managed  hy  Quiii«*. 
tillius  Varus.  This  general,  invading  the  ttr* 
ritories  of  the  Germans,  was  induced  to  fblfew 
the  enemy  among  their  forefts  and  marfliesi 
with  his  army  in  feparate  bodies :  there  he  wis 
attacked  by  night,  and  entirely  cut  off»  with 
his  whole  army.  Thefe  were  the  beft  ffid 
choiceft  legions  of  the  whole  empire,  either  for 
valour,  difcipline,  or  experience.  The  afiBiftioBf 
from  this  defeat,  feemed  to  fink  very  deep 
upon  the  mind  of  Auguftus.  He  was  cAen 
heard  to  cry  out,  in  a  tone  of  anguifli,  **  Quin- 
"  tillius  Varus  reftore  me  my  legions  ;•*  and 
fome  hiftorians  pretend  to  fay,  that  he  ne- 
ver after  recovered  the  ^rmer  ferenity  of  his 
temper. 

But  he  had  fome  uneafinelTes  of  a  domcftic 
nature,  in  his  own  family,  that  contributed  to 
diftrefs  him:  he  had  married  Livia,  tbewiftf 
of  Tiberius  Nero,  by  the  confent  of  her  hnf- 
band,  at  a  time  ihe  was  fix  months  gone  wkli 
child.  This  was  an  imperious  woman  i  and^ 
confcious  of  being  beloved,  flie  controlled  him 
ever  after  at  her  pleafure.  She  had  two  Sons 
by  her  former  hulband;  Tiberius,  the  ekkr^ 

whom 
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Uom  fbc  greatly  loved;  and  Drufus^  who 
tas  bom  three  months  after  Ihe  had  been  mar- 
lied  to  AuguftiiSy  and  who  was  thought  to  be 
his  own  ion.  The  eldeft  of  thefe,  Tiberius, 
vfaom  he  afterwards  adopted,  and  who  fuc* 
teeded  him  in  the  empire,  was  a  good  general, 
hat  of  a  fufpicious  and  obftinate  temper  •,  fo 
that  though  he  was  ferviceable  to  Auguftus  in 
his  findgn  wars,  yet  he  gave  him  but  little 
qniec  at  bomt.  He  Was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  go 
hto  exile  for  five  years  to  the  ifland  of  Rhodes, 
iibcrc  he  chiefly  fpent  his  time  in  a  retired  man- 
lier, converfing  with  the  Greeks^  and  addift- 
ing  him&lf  to  literature  5  of  which,  however, 
he  made  afterwards  but  a  bad  ufe.  Drufus,  the 
other  fon  of  Livia,  died  in  his  return  from  an 
ticpedition  againft  the  Germans,  leaving  Au- 
guihis  inconfolable  for  his  lofs.  But  his  greated 
afflidion  was,  the  condufb  of  his  daughter 
Julia,  whom  he  had  by  Scribonia,  his  former 
wife.  This  woman,  whcfm  he  married  to  his 
general  Agrippa,  and  after  his  death  to  Tibe^ 
Hus,  fct  no  bounds  to  her  Icwdnefs.  Not  con-"- 
tended  with  enjoying  her  pleafures,  Ihe  fcemed 
ilib  earneft  in  procuring  the  infamy  of  her 
proftitutions.  Auguflus,  for  a  lohg  time,  would 
not  believe  the  accounts  he  daily  heard  of  her 
conduct;  but,  at  lad,  could  not  help  obferv- 
ing  them.  He  found  (he  was  arrived  at  that 
excels  of  wantonnefs  and  prodigality,  that  ihe 
Vol.  II.  I  had 
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had  her  nodurnal  appointments  in  the  mod 
public  parts  of  the  city  ;  the  very  court,  where 
her  father  prcfidcd,  not  being  exempt  from  her 
debaucheries.  He,  at  firft,  had  thoughts  of 
putting  her  to  death  -,  but,  after  fomc  confi- 
deration,  he  baniflicd  her  to  Pandataria,  for- 
bidding her  the  ufe  of  wine,  and  all  fach  deli- 
cacies, as  could  inflame  her  vicious  inclinations: 
he  ordered  alfo,  that  no  perfons  fhould  come 
rear  her,  without  his  own  permiffion;  and 
fcnt  her  n^^other  Scribonia  with  her,  to  bear 
her  company.  Afterwards,  whenever  any  at- 
tempted to  intercede  for  Julia,  his  anfwer  was^ 
*'  That  fire  and  water  fhould  fooner  unite,  than 
"  he  with  her."  \Yhen  fome  perfons,  one  day, 
were  more  than  ufually  urgent  with  him  in  her 
favour,  l;e  was  driven  to  fuch  an  extremity  of 
pafllon,  as  to  wifh,  that  they  might  have  fiich 
a  daiigluer.  However,  flic  had  two  Ions  by 
Agrippa,  named  Caius  and  Lucius,  from  whom 
great  expcchitions  were  formed  ;  but  they  died 
when  fcarctly  arrived  at  man's  eflate ;  Lucius 
about  five  years  after  his  father,  at  Marfeilles ; 
and  Caius,  twc;  years  after,  on  his  return  to 
Rome,  of  a  v;oi:nci  he  had  received  in  Armenia. 
Thus  Ai;gi!fius  having,  in  a  great  mcafurc, 
furvivcd  all  his  neareft  relations,  at  length, 
in  the  feventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  began 
to  think  of  retiring,  in  good  earned:,  from 
t!ic  fatigues  of  Ilatc  5  and,  in  fomc  meafurr. 
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of  confticuting  Tiberius,  his  fucccflbr,  in  his 
ofual  employments.  He  defined  the  fenate 
to  falute  him  no  longer  at  the  palace  accord-  «    ^ 

ihg  to  cuftom  5  nor  to  take  it  amifsj  if,  for 
the  future,  he  could  not  converfe  wi^  them 
as  formerly.     From  that  time,  Tiberius  was      u.  C* 
joined  in  the  government. of  the  provinces       766* 
with  him,  and  inverted  with  almoft  the  fame 
luthority.      However,    Auguftus   could  hot 
entirely  forfake  the  adminiftration  of  the  ftate, 
which  habit  had  mixed  with  his  fatisfaftions ; 
he  ftill  continued  a.  watchful  guardian  of  its 
interefts,  and  (hewed  himfelf,   to  the  laft,  a 
tercr  of  his  people.     Finding  it  now,  there- 
fore, very  inconvenient  to  come  to  the  fenate, 
by  reafon  of  his  age,  he  defired  to  have  twenty 
privy-counfellors  afligned  him  for  a  year ;  and 
it  was  decreed,   that  whatever  meafures  were 
rcfolved   upon    by   them,  together  with   the 
confuls,  they  (hould  have  entirely  the  force  of 
a  law.     He  fcemed,  in  fomc  meafure,  appre- 
hcnfive  of  his  approaching  end,  for  he  made 
his  will,  and  delivered  it  to  the  veftal  virgins. 
He  then  folemnized  the  cenfus,  or  numbering 
the  people,    whom  he  found   to  amount  to 
four  millions,   one  Hundred  and  thirty- feven 
thoufand  -,  which  (hews  Rome  to  be  equal  ta 
four  of  the  greateft  cities  of  modern  times. 
While  thefe  ceremonies  were  performing,  by 
I  2  a  mighty 
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a  fcigjhtf  coDCOBrie  of  people  in  eke  Caa 
Manias  k  ■  findi*  tkK  aa  cag^  flew  re 

«  the  empei'or  frvcial  aaes^  aad  cfircftiiq 

ffigbc  ID  a  oei^ibofBiiig  tciBpiey  pfiched 
the  ojjlfc  of  Agnppa^  whkfa  was  bjr 
aoguf^Doceivcd  to  ponead  che  death  oi 
emperor.  Shor^.after,  hariog  acconipa 
Hberios  is  hn  nurch  imo  IHyria,  as£i 
Bmcrentum^  be  was  there  uken  31  < 
dbirhoea.  Retnnm^  thcuibte^  from  dM 
he  came  to  Noia,  nrar  Capua,  and  there  fin 
himfelf  dangerooaj  Ul,  1^  ient  for  Tibc 
with  the  reft  €£  hk  nx^  iatknate  friendi 
aeqoaincaoce.  He  did  not  cootkiiie  k>ng  t 
dulge  vaiti  hopes  of  recovery,  but,  oonvi 
diat  his  end  was  at  hand^  patiendy  awaitt 
arrival.  A  few  hours  bdbre  his  death 
ordered  a  IgslUPg^g^  ^  be  brought,  am 
hair  to  be  adjufted  with  more  than  uiual  < 
He  then  addrefled  bis  friends,  whom  he 
held  fuTFOunding  his  bed,  and  defifo 
know,  whether  he  had  properly  pbjpcd 
part  in  Kfe  r  to  which  being  aofwercd  in 
affirmative,  he  cried  out,  with  his  hft  bn 
**  Then  give  me  your  applaufe  •,**  and  ( 
in  the  ieventy-fixth  year  of  his  age, 
reigning  forty-one,  he  expired  in  the  i 
of  Livia,  bidding  her  renaember  their  man 
aadiSu-eweUL 
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The  dnth  of  the  emperor,  when  known, 
aufed  inexpreffible  grief  throughout  the  whole 
Jtoman  empire ;  it  was  even  fuppofed  that  his 
wife  Livia  had  fome  hand  in  ,haftening  it, 
v3ting  to  procure  the  fucceffion  more  fpcediJy 
Ar  her  fon.    However  this  be,  (he  took  care, 
Ar  tome  time^  to  keep  it. concealed,  having 
guirdfH  all  the  pafiages  to  the  palace ;  fome- 
dmcs  giving  out  that  he  was  recovered,  and 
pretending  a  relapfe.    At  length,,  having  fet- 
tled the  fucceifion  to  her  mind,  (he  publiihcd 
die  emperor's  death,   and  at  the  fame  time 
the  adopdon  of  Tiberius  to  the  empire.    The 
emperor's  funeral  was  performed  with  great 
mgnificence.     The  fenators   being  in  their 
places,  Tiberius,  on  whom  the  care  was  de- 
Tcdved,  began  a  confolatory  oradon  to  them ; 
but  fuddenly  flopped  in  the  beginning  of  his 
fpcecb,  as  unable  to  reftrain  the  violence  of  his 
Ibrrow ;  and,  inftead  of  continuing,  gave  his 
notes  to  Drufus,  his  ion,  who  read  them  to  the 
.  feoate.     After  this,  one  of  the  late  emperor's 
iicedmen,  publicly  read  his  will  in  the  fenate- 
hoafe,  wherein  he  made  Tiberius  and  Livia  his 
hdrs ;  and  by  that,  Livia  was  likewife  adopted 
into  the  Julian  family,  and  honoured  with  the 
wmie  of  Augufta,     He  gave  confidcrable  lega- 
cies to.  many  private  perfons,  to  the  pretorian 
guards,  to  the  legionary  foldiers,  and  to  all  the 
1 3  citizens 
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citizens  of  Rome*  But  his  refentment  to  his 
daughter  Julia,  continued  even  to  the  laft ;  he 
left  her  a  fmall  legacy  mdeed,  but  would 
neither  redone  her  to  her  family,  nor  permit 
her  to  be  buried  in  the  fepulchre  of  her  an* 
ceftors.  Befides  his  will^  four  other  writingii 
of  his  were  produced.  One,  in  which  he^ 
had  left  inftrudions  concerning  his  funeral  i 
another,  containing  an  enumeration  of  his  le-* 
veral  exploits  ;  a  third,  comprifing  an  account: 
of  the  provinces,  forces,  and  revenues  of  the 
empire ;  and  the  fourth,  a  fchedule  of  direc* 
tions  to  Tiberius  for  governing  the  empiie. 
Among  thefe,  it  was  found  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  no  man,  how  great  a  favourite  fbcver  he; 
might  be,  (hould  be  entruiled  with  too  much 
authority,  left  it  (hould  induce  him  to  turn 
tyrant.  Another  maxim  was,  that  none  fhould 
deflre  to  enlarge  the  empire,  which  was  already 
jftrferved  with  difficulty.  Thus  he  ieemed 
iludious  of  ferving  his  country  to  the  very  laft^ 
and  the  forrow  of  the  people  ieemed  equal  to 
his  afTiduity.  It  was  decreed,  that  all  the 
women  (hould  mourn  for  him  a  whole  year. 
Temples  were  ereded  to  him  ;  divine  honours 
were  allowed  him ;  and  one  Numerius  Atticus, 
a  fcnator,  willing  to  convert  the  adulation  of 
the  times  to  his  own  benefit,  received  a  large 
(urn  of  money,  for  fwearing  that  he  faw  him 

^Icending 
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afccnding  into  heaven  ;  fo  that  no  doubt  re- 
inaincd  among  the  people  concerning  his  dir 
vinity. 

Such  were  the  honours  paid  to  Auguftus^' 
whofe  power  began  in  the  flaughtcr,   and  ter- 
minated in  the  happincfs,  of  his  fubjeds  -,  fo 
that  it  was  faid  of  him,   "  I'hat  it  had  been 
"  good  for  mankind  if  he  had  never  been  born, 
"  or  if  he  never  had  died."     It  is -very  proba- 
ble, that  the  cruelties  exerclfcd  in  hi3  triumvi- 
rate, were  fuggefted  by  his  colleagues ;  or,  per- 
haps, he  thought,  in  the  cafe  of  Casfar's  death, 
that  revenge  was  virtue.     Certain  it  is,  that 
thcfe  feventies  were,  in  fome  meafure,  necef- 
fary  to  reftore  public  tranquility  ;  for  until  the 
Roman  fpirit  was  entirely  eradicated,   no  mo- 
narchy could  be  fecure.     He  gave  the  govern- 
ment an  air  fuited  to  the  difpoikion   of  tlie 
times-,  he  indulged  his  fubje(5:s  in  tlie  pride  of 
feeing  the  appearance  of  a  republic,   Vr'hile  he 
made  them  really  happy  in  the  efl'eds  of  a  molt 
ablblute  monarchy,  guided   by  the  mod  con- 
fummate  prudence.    In  this  laft  vircuc  he  feems 
to  have  excelled  mod  monarchs  •,  and,  indeed, 
could  we  feparate  Oftavius  from  Auguflus,  he 
would  be  one  of  the  mod  fauitleis  princes  in 
hiftory.     The  long  peace   which  his  lubjev^ts 
enjoyed,    during   his    admiiiiilraiion,    may   b.: 
entirely  afcribed  to  his  nioderaiion  alone  ;  and 
1 4  about 
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about  the  middle  of  his  reign,  the'greateit 
of  mankind  faw  themfelves,  at  once,  profc 
pbcdience  to  one  monarchy  and  in  perfect 
mony  with  each  other.  This  was  the  tir 
which  our  Saviour,  Chrift,  came  into  the  w 
to  teach  new  laws,  and  give  new  fandtio 
the  pradice  of  every  human  virtue.  He 
bom  in  Judea,  in  the  (even  hundred  and 
fecond  year  of  Rome,  the  twenty-fifth  d 
reign  of  Auguftus,  and  in  the  four  thoi 
and  third  year  of  the  world,  according^  t( 
[  common  computation. 


CH 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Tibaiusy   the  Third  £mp£ROR. 


IBERIUS  is,  perhaps,  the  ftrongcft  tJ.c.76F^ 
(example  of  a  man,  by  an  eicefs  of  refinement,  A.P*  i|* 
dcftroying  thofe  very  advantages  he  attempts  to 
fccure.      Auguftus  left  him  in  poflcffipn  of 
great  popularity,  and  an  h^ppy  empire ;  but 
he  immediately  found  means  to  injure  his  po- 
pularity, by  claiming  as  a  debt,  that  homage, 
which  his  predeceffor  was  willing  to  receive 
as  a  favour ;  and  fubverted  the  happinefs  of 
the  empire,  by  making  a  diftinftion  between 
the  welfare  of  the  prince  and  the  people.   Thus 
all  his  abilities  only  ferved  to  heighten  his  er- 
rors, and  corrupt  his  he^rt;  till,  in  the  end, 
his  life  fccmed  painfully  employed,  in  finding 
pretexts  for  appearing  what  he  might  eafily 
nave  been ;  and  in  Receiving  others,  by  being 
deceived  l^imfelf. 

The  firft  object  of  his  fufpicion,  when  he 
fame  to  the  empire,  was  Agrippa  Pofthumus^ 
the  third  and  only  remaining  fon  of  the  gene- 
fal  of  that  name^  by  Julia,  daughter  of  Au-j 

guftus. 
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guftus.  This  youth  having  rather  imitated  the 
licentioufncfs  s)f  his  mother,  than  the  prudence 
of  his  father,  was  baniftied  by  Auguftus  into 
the  iQand  of  Planafiura  •,  and  w^s  now  mur- 
dered by  the  order  of  Tiberius,  whapretcndcd 
that  it  was  done  by  the  particular  appointment 
of  the  late  emperor,  who  was  folicitous  for  the 
fafety  of  the  fucceflion.  He  even  carried  his 
diflimulation  fo  far,  that  when  the  centurion, 
who  had  executed  his  commands^  came  mth 
the  account,  Tiberius  pretended,  that  he  ha4 
given  no  fuch  command,  and  that  he  flioukl 
anfwer  for  his  conduft  before  the  fenate.  How- 
ever, the  bufincfs  was  hulhed  up  foon  afcer, 
and  no  enquiry  made  after  the  murderer. 

As  for  the  people  in  general,  they  were  now 
ready  to  fufFer  every  injury,  without  murmur- 
ing. Every  order  of  the  (late  was  ambitious  of 
flavery,  and  only  defiroos  of  Ihewing  the  ex- 
tent of  their  obedience,  by  the  humility  of  their 
adulation.  All  fuics  and  petitions  were  now 
made  to  Tiberius  j  and  he,  at  the  fame  time, 
took  care,  that  nothing  material  fhould  be 
done  without  his  concurrence.  The  lenate 
was  willing  enough  to  give  up  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment i  yet  he  had  fo  much  diflimulation  in 
his  nature,  as  to  mfU  to  make  his  acceptance 
of  them  tlic  grcatcfl  favour.  He  began, 
therefore,  in  the  lenate,  with  great  art,  to 
defca.".t  on  the  extent  of  the  Roman  empire, 

and 
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and  the  difficulty  of  guidbg  it  with  proper  fkill; 
be   then  alledged   his   own   infufficicncy  for* 
the  taik,  and  hinted,  that  no  man  could  be  a 
worthy  fucceflor  to  Auguftus.     But  as  the* 
dty  was  fo  happily   ornamented  with  great 
numbers  of  wife  and  worthy  men,  it  would  be 
more  advifeable  for  a  number  to  unite  their  care 
and  their  councils,  than  to  lay  the  whole  bur« 
then  upon  him  alone.     The  fenate,  however, 
flailed  now  only  in  the  arts  of  adulation,  be- 
ibught  him  in  the  moil  humble  manner,  to  ac« 
apt  of  the  government  •,  and  not  rcjcft  a  ta(k, 
to  which  he  alone  was  equal.     Tiberius  upon 
this,  pretending  to  be  fomewhat  foftened,  partly 
accepted  their  offers  ;  but  alledged,  that  he  was 
unable  to  take  the  charge  of  the  whole  j  but, 
at  their  requeft,  declared  himfelf  willing  to 
undertake  the  protedion  of  any  one  part  they 
afligned    him.      Whereupon    Afinius  Gallus 
demanded,  what  part  he  was  willing  to  take 
charge  of.      This  unexpedled  queftion  quite 
confounded  the  diflcmbling  emperor.     He,  for. 
fome  time,  remained  filent;    but   recovering 
himfelf,  anfwered,  with  a  fubtle  referve,  that 
it  ill  became  him  to  chufe  any  one  part  of  that, 
from  which  he  begged  a  general  exemption. 
Gallus,  who  now  perceived  he  had  gone  too 
far,  and  who,  perhaps,  only  put  the  queftion 
to  flatter  his  vanity,  very  readily  brought  him- 
felf off,  by  faying,  "  That  he  did  not  offer 

**  that 
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**  th4t  qucflion,  as  though  he  dcfigned  to  di* 

•*vkk  what  was  in  itfdf   indiflblublc ;    bur 

*•  ircun  his  own  confcflTion^  to  convince  him, 

•^  thai  the  commonwealth  was  but  one  body, 

^  4y»i  w^  coniequently  to  be  aftuated  only  by 

•'vcflKefoaL**     At  kngth  Tiberius,  feetoin^y 

^^«OM«  kf  the  importunities  and  clamours  of 

jSt  ^rvHBaii  him«  yielded,   by  degrees,  to  their 

wcgttitm^  ind  at  laft  condefcended  to  take 

ii^t  itkn  the  labour  of  the  government,  purely 

«c^  vkisty  their  wilhes,  rather  than  his  own; 

^ikKloig^  however,  that  he  would  keep  it  only 

ItU  they  ihould  think  fit  to  give  repofe  to  hk 

He  was  now  fifty-Gx  years  old,  when  he  took 

"^        upwi  him  the  government  erf*  the  Roman  empire; 

He  had  long  lived  in  a  profound  date  of  diffimu- 

Ution  \inder  Auguftus,  and  was  not  yet  hardy 

ciHHtgh  to  ihew  himfclf  in  his  real  charader. 

In  tlwr  beginning  of  his  reign  nothing  appeared 

l^it  prudence,  generofity  and  clemency.     He 

viterly  rcie>Aed  many  of  thol'e  great  names  and 

titles  of  honour  which  were  fo  liberally  oflfcred 

hun  by  the  fcnate.     He  prohibited  their  cred* 

injt  rtatucs  to  him  hot  upon  certain  occaHons, 

and  «lM'oKitely  forbide  their  worlhipping  hun 

»t  A  \kity.    Thole  juft  praifcs  alio,  which  he 

l^^hi  h*^T  received  without  cenfure,  fcemed 

HK'^W  to  him ;  and  he  appeared  to  dcGrc  no 

licr  vt^^M^  it^  hb  labours  in  the  empire,  but 

3  lUc 
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dKConfctouihersof  having  deferved  them.  When 

ik  fenate  offered  to  fwear  to  obey  all  the  ordi- 

nmoes  which  had  not  only  been  made,  but  thofe 

kt  vas  about  to  enad:  hereafter,  he  checked 

tktk  vile  idulation  ;  obferving.  That  all  fub« 

ionaiy  things  were  mutable  and  uncerta'ui,  and 

tke  i^her  he  was  railed,  his  ftate  would  only 

Ik  die  more  expofed  to  danger*     He  affumed 

aUb,  an  appearance  of  great  patience  and  mode^ 

cad^  upon  alloccalions;  and^  though  in  the  (e« 

nate  there  pafi:  fome  things  contrary  to  his  will^ 

yet  he  (eemed  not  in  the  leaft  offended.   Havbg 

Icanft  chat  fome  perfons  had  fpoken  ill  both  of 

liiai  afid  his  government,  he  fhewed  no  relent* 

ment ;  but  mildly  replied.  That  in  a  free  city 

the  tongues  of  men  ought  alfo  to  be  free. 

When  the  fenatc  would  have  proceeded  againft 

ibme  who  had  libelled  him,  he  would  not  con* 

ient  I  alledging.  That  he  had  greater  and  more 

uleful  employments,  than  to  embarrafs  himfelf 

with  fuch  triSing  concerns ;  adding.  That  the 

beft  way  of  punifhiog  fuch  as  defamed  him« 

was  to  make  the  account  of  his  condud  un* 

ealy  to  them,  or  elfe  by  retaliating  their  con« 

tempt*     When  fome  governors  had  (hewn  him 

a  method  of  encreafmg  his  revenues,  he  with 

indignation  anfwered.  That  a  good  fbepherd 

ought  to  (hear  but  never  flea  his  flock.     He 

made  many  fumptuary  edifts  againft  taverns, " 

aad  pl§ccs  of  public  refort  ^  he  punifbed  dif- 

honcft 
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honeft  matrons,  and  even  prohibited  kiffii^ 
by  way  of  falutation.  He  was  very  vigilant  in 
fupprefling  robberies  and  feditions,  and  caufed 
juftice  to  be  duly  and  regularly  adminiftered 
in  all  the  towns  of  Italy.  He  al(b'*behaved  in 
a  very  refpedtful  manner  to  the  fenate,  and  in 
the  beginning  did  nothing  of  moment  without 
their  advice  and  approbation.  They,  on  dieir 
parts,  continually  forced  upon  him  the  moft 
extravagant  praifcs  ;  fo  that  no  prince  was  ever 
more  flattered  than  he.  Nor  is  it  an  impro- 
bable conjefture  to  fuppofe,  that  this  adulation 
ferved  greatly  to  pejorate  his  mind,  and  to 
make  him  more  boldly  throw  afide  the  maflc  of 
diflimulation.  ' 

The  fucceffes  of  Germanicus  firft  brought 
his  natural  difpofitions  to  light,  and  dil- 
covered  the  malignity  of  his  mind  without 
difguife:  He  was  fcarce  well  fettled  on  his 
throne,  when  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
legions  in  Pannonia,  hearing  of  the  death  of 
Augudus,  and  defirous  of  novelty,  had  re* 
voiced ;  but  thefe  were  foon  quietted,  and 
Pcrcennius  their  leader  flain.  A  commotion 
in  Germany  was  attended  with  much  more 
important  confequences.  The  legions  in  that 
part  of  the  empire  were  condufted  by  Germa- 
nicus, the  fon  of  Drufus,  late  brother  of  Tibe- 
rius, a  youth  of  moft  admirable  qualiries,  and 
who  had  been,  at  the  late  emperor*s  requc(V» 

adopted 
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adopted  to  fuccced  to  the  empire.  The  legions 
under  his  command  had  taken  the  opportunity 
of  his  abfence  to  revolt,  and  now  boldly  began 
to  affirm  that  the  whole  Roman  empire  was  in 
their  power,  and  that  its  principal  grandeur 
was  owing  to  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms ;  where- 
fore,   when  Germanicus  returned,   they  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  to  chufe  him  emperor.     This 
general  was  the  darling  of  the  foldiers,   and 
almoft  idolized  by  them,  fo  that  he  might  with 
very  littte  difficulty  have  raifcd  himfelf  to  the 
highell  dignity  in  the  (late;    but    his    duty 
prevailed  over  his  ambition  ;  he  rejefted  their 
offers  with  the  utmoft  indignation,   and  ufed 
the  moft  indefatigable  endeavours  to  oppofe 
the  (edition.     This  he  effedled,  though  with 
extreme  hazard,  by  cutting  off  many  of  the 
principal  revolters,  and  then  by  leading  the 
troops  againft  the  Germans,  who  were  con- 
fidered  as  the  common  enemies  of  the  empire. 

Tiberius  was  as  much  pleafed  with  the  loy- 
alty of  Germanicus  as  he  was  diftreft  at  his 
fuperior  popularity;  his  fuccefs  alfo,  imme- 
diately after,  againft  the  Germans,  only  ftill 
more  excited  the  emperor's  envy  and  private 
difguft :  he  overthrew  the  enemy  in  feveral 
battles,  fubduing  many  wild  and  extenfive 
countries,  the  Angrivarii,  the  Cherufci,  and 
the  Chatti,  with  other  fierce  nations  beyond 
the  Rhine.  Among  his  other  conquefts  it 
2  was 
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was  not  conGdered  as  the  lead  honouraU^ 
that  of  recovering  the  ftandards  that  had  beed 
token  from  the  unfortunate  Varusy  and  ercAin^ 
trophies  to  the  memory  of  his  own  legions,  id 
thofe  very  wilds  in  which  the  legions  of  the- 
former  were  flain.  Upon  one  of  the  mono- 
tnencs  of  his  vi£tories  he  placed  a  modeft  in- 
tnfcription,  mentioniilg  only  the  people  that 
were  conquered^  and  the  army  which  made 
the  conqued,  entirely  omitting  his  owd  name^ 
cither  willing  to  avoid  envy,  or  feniibk  thst 
pofterity  would  fupply  the  defcft. 

All  thefe  vidtories,  however,  only  ferved  to 
enflame  the  emperor's  jealoufy,  and  every  vir- 
tue in  the  general  now  became  a  new  caufe  of 
oflfence.  This  diflikc  firft  began  to  appear  bf 
Tiberius  making  ufe  of  every  pretenc?  to  draw 
Germanicus  from  the  legions  j  but  he  was  for 
a  while  obliged  to  poftpone  his  purpofc,  uporf 
account  of  a  domeftic  infurreftion,  which  was 
made  in  Italy  by  one  Clemens,  who  had  been 
a  (lave  to  the  young  Agrippa  that  was  (lain. 
This  adventurer  being  about  the  fanle  age,  and 
in  pcrfon  very  much  refembling  his  late  maf- 
ter,  took  upon  him  his  name,  and  cauied 
it  to  be  reported  in  all  parts  of  Italy  that 

A.t).  17  ^SPPP^  ^^^  ^''^  ^\ivc.  This  report,  idle  as  ic 
was,  had  a  furprizing  influence  through  the 
empire,  and  raifed  great  tumults  in  many  towns 
of  Ita1y»  Clemens  himfclf  boldly  aflerting  hii 

claims 
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^m,  and  now  and  then  appearing  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  when  he  could  do  it  with 
kkvf.     Tiberius,  however,  knew  but  too  well 
the  impofture,  and  was  refolved  to  oppofe  fraud 
on  his  fide  to  that  of  this  young  pretender. 
Accordingly,  two  foldiers  were  employed,  who 
were  to  find  him  out,  .and;,  by  pretending  an 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  feize  him  upon  the 
firft  opportunity.    This  cbhimiffion  they  ex- 
ecuted with  punftuaiity  and  fuccefs.    Clemens 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  brought  befisre  Ti-^ 
berius,  who  fttmly  demanded  how  he  camci 
to  be  Agrippa?  to  which  the  other  as  boldly 
replied,  **  By  the  fame  arts  with  which  you 
•*  have  become  Caefar.'*    Tiberius  finding  by 
his  refolution  that  it  was  vain  to  expeft  any 
dilcovery  from  him  of  hi6  accomplices,  re- 
folved to  put  him  immediately  to  death ;  how- 
cvcrj  fuch  were  his  apprehenfions  from  thd 
people,  that  he  would  not  punifli  him  publicly^ 
but  ordered  him  to  be  conveyed  to  a  fecret 
apartment  in  the  palace^  and  there  to  be  tx^ 
ecuted  in  private. 

Being  now  rid  of  his  donieftic  enenlyj  ht 
began  to  confult  on  the  moft  fpecious  means 
of  bringing  home  Germanicus  from  the  legions 
in  Germany.  For  this,  an  invafion  of  the 
Parthians  offered  him  the  faireft  opportunity* 
Thefe  fierce  and  unconquerable  people  having 
flain  two  of  their  own  kings,  and  having  r^* 
Vol,  XL  K  fufed 
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fufed  to  accept  one  who  had  been  an  hoftagf 
at  Rome,  and  was,  it  fcems,  the  lawful  fuc* 
ccflbr,  they  broke  the  peace,  which  had  been« 
ratified  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  and  invaded 
Armenia,  a  kingdom  tributary  to  the  empire* 
^  Tiberius  was  not  difpleafed  at  this  irlvafion,  as 
it  gave  him  a  pretext  for  recalling  Germanicus 
from  thofe  legions,  which  were  too  much  de» 
voted  to  his  intereft.  He  firft,  therefore,  be- 
gan by  procuring  him  a  triumph  for  his  vidlory 
in  Germany  -,  and  then  by  writing  to  him  to 
return,  in  order  to  enjoy  thefe  honours  which 
the  fenate  had  decreed :  adding,  that  he  had  * 
reaped  enough  of  glory  in  a  country  where  he 
had  been  fent  nine  times,  and  had  been  every 
time  vidtorious;  concluding,  that  the  number 
of  triumphs  was  fufficicnt;  and,  that  the  moil 
fignal  vengeance  that  could  be  infUdted  ob 
them,  was  their  being  permitted  to  carry  on 
their  own  inteftine  commotions.  To  all  thefe 
fpecious  civilities  Germanicus  made  no  dtreft 
reply,  but  earneftly  entreated  the  continuance 
of  his  command  for  one  year  longer,  only  to 
finilh  the  enterprizes  he  had  begun.  Tiberius, 
however,  was  too  well  (killed  in  difTimulation 
not  to  prevail  upon  him  by  a  repetition  of  prt- 
tendcd  honours;  he  offered  him  tlie  confuK 
(hip,  and  defired  him  to  execute  the  office  in 
perfon;  fo  that  Germanicus  had  no  longer  any 
pretencci  for  refufing.      Thus,    finding  the 

fealbn 
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fcaibn  very  far  advanced,  he  delayed  his  return 
no  longer  i  and  he  was  m^t  many  miles  out  of 
the  city  by  infinite  multitudes,  who  received 
him  rather  with  marks  of  adoration  than  re- 
fpcft:  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  p^rfon;   his  tri- 
umphal chariot,  in  which  were  carried  his  five 
children-,  and  the  recovered  ftandards  of  the 
army  of  Varus,  threw  the  people  into  a  phrenzy 
of  joy  and  admiration.     Tiberius,  though  in- 
wardly repining,  feemed  to  join  in  the  general 
rapture:  he  gave  the  people,  in  the  name  of 
Germanicus,  three  hundred  fefterces  each  man^ 
and  the  fucceeding  year,  made  him  his  col- 
league in  the  confulftiip.     However,  his  aim 
was  to  fend  him  diftant  from  Rome,  where  his 
popularity  was  now  become  odious  to  himj 
and  yet,  not  to  give  him  fuch  a  command  as 
could  at  any  time  be  turned  againft  himfelf. 
Wherefore,  the  Parthian  invafion  was  now  very 
^uivenient  for  his  defigns;  Jfnd,  befidcs,  there 
mmr  offered   other  pretexts  for  fending  hini 
into  Afia;  which  might  be  confidercd  as  no 
better  than  fpecious  banilhment.     Antiochus, 
king  of  Comagena,  and  Philopatcr,  king  of 
Cicilia,  being  both  dead,  fome  differences  arofe 
in  thofe  nations  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Ro- 
JMns.      At  the   fame   tinie  alfo,    Syria  and 
Judaea,  overburthcned  with  taxes,  made  earned 
fupplications  for  redrefs.      Thefe,   therefore, 
^ipearcd  to  be  objefts  worthy  the  attention 
K  2  gf 
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of  Germanicus;  and  Tiberius  was  not  wanting 
in  urging  before  the  fenace  the  ncceflity  there 
was  of  his  prefence  in  that  quarter  of  the  em- 
pire. In  confequence  of  th'is,  all  the  provinces 
of  Afiawcre  readily  decreed  to  Germanieus; 
and  a  greater  power  given  him  than  had  been 
granted  to  any  governor  before.  But  Ti- 
berius, to  reflrain  this  power^  had  fent  Cnrius 
Pifo  governor  into  Syria;  having  difpofleft 
Silenus  of  that  office.  This  Pifo  was  a  perfon 
of  a  furious  and  headftrong  temper;  and»  in 
every  refpcft,  fit  to  execute  thofe  fatal  pur- 
pofcs  for  which  he  was  defigned.  His  in- 
ftruftions  were  to  oppofe  Germanicus  upon 
every  occafion ;  and  to  excite  all  the  hatred 
againft  him,  which,  without  fufpicion,  he  could; 
and  even  to  procure  his  death,  if  an  opportunity 
Ihould  offer. 

A.  D.  19.  Germanicus  being  now  appointed  to  his  new 
dignity,  departed  from  kome  for  his  eaftem 
expedition,  carrying  with  him  his  wife  Agrin^ 
pina,  and  his  children.  In  the  mean  time.  Piles* 
purfuant  to  his  direflions,  endeavoured  to  g^ 
the  affections  of  the  foldiers,  by  all  the  arts  of 
bribery  and  adulation.  He  took  every  op- 
portunity of  abufing  Germanicus;  and  taxed 
him  with  diminifhing  the  Roman  glory,  by  his 
peculiar  protection  to  that  people  who  called 
themfelves  Athenians,  but  were  now  fuch  no 
longer:  Getmanicus  difregarded his  inyeftives; 

being 
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being  more  employed  in  executing  the  bufinefs 
of  his  commifHon,  than  in  counteraAing  the ' 
private  defigns  of  Pifo.  In  a  ftiort  time,  he  re- 
placed the  king  of  Armenia,  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  Romans;  and  reduced  Cilicia  and  Co- 
magena  into  Roman  provinces  -,  placing  praetors 
dicre  to  coUeft  the  taxes  due  to  the  empire. 
He  ibon  after  obliged  the  king  of  Parthia  to 
file  fbr  peace  *,  which  was  granted  him,  much 
ID  the  advantage  and  honour  of  Rome.  How- 
ever, Pifo,  and  his  wife  Plancina,  who  is  re- 
corded as  one  of  an  implacable  and  cruel  dif- 
pofition,  continued  to  defame  him,  and  openly 
to  tax  all  his  proceedings.  Thefe  efforts  of 
ineffefiive  malice,  were  quite  difregarded ; 
Gennanicus  only  oppofed  patience  and  con- 
defcenfion  to  all  their  inveftives;  and,  with  that 
gentlenefs  which  was  peculiar  to  him,  repaid 
thdr  refentment  by  courtcfy.  He  was  not  ig- 
oorant  of  their  motives;  and  was  rather  willing 
Id  evade  than  oppofe  their  enmity.  Where- 
fcrc,  he  took  a  voyage  into  Egypt,  under  a 
pretence  of  viewing  the  celebrated  antiquities 
of  the  place;  but,  in  reality,  to  avoid  the 
machinations  of  Pifo,  and  thofe  of  his  wife, 
which  were  ftill  more  dangerous.  However, 
upon  his  return,  he  fell  fick;  and,  whether, 
from  a  mind  previoufly  alarmed,  or  fron)  more 
apparent  marks  of  treachery,  he  fent  to  let 
Rfo  know,  that  he  broke  off  all  further  con- 
K  3  nexions 
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ncxions  and  friendfhip  with  him.  A  Ihort  in- 
terval of  convalefcence  rcftorcd  the  hopes  of  his 
friends,  and  the  citizens  of  Antioch  prepared  to 
offer  facrifices  for  his  recovery.  However,  Pifo^ 
with  his  lidors,  difturbed  their  folemnities,  iod 
drove  off  their  viAims  from  the  foot  of  the 
altars.  In  the  mean  time,  Gcrmanicus  grew 
daily  worfe;  and  his  death  now  began  to  appear 
inevitable.  Whereupon,  finding  his  end  ap-' 
proaching,  he  addrefTcd  his  friends  who  ftood 
round  his  bed,  to  the  following  effedt.  **  Had 
**  my  death  been  natural,  I  might  have  reafon 
*'  to  complain  of  being  thus  fnatched  away  from 
**  all  the  endearments  of  life,  at  fo  early  an  age; 
**  but  now  my  complaints  are  aggravated,  in 
"  falling  the  viftim  of  Pifo  and  Plancina's 
*'  treachery.  Let  the  emperor,  tlierefore,  I 
"  conjure  you,  know  the  manner  of  my  death, 
*'  and  the  tortures  I  fuffer.  7  hofc  that  loved 
*'  me,  when  living,  thofc  even  that  envied  my 
*'  fortune,  will  feci  fome  regret,  when  they  hear 
*'  of  a  foldier,  who  had  fo  often  efcaped  the 
"  rage  of  the  enemy,  falling  a  facrifice  to  the 
*'  treachery  of  a  woman.  Plead  then  my  caufe 
"  before  the  people ;  you  will  be  heard  with 
**  pity ;  and  if  my  murderers  (hould  pretend  to 
**  have  acted  by  command,  they  will  either  rc- 
*'  ceive  no  credit  or  no  pardon."  As  he  (poke 
thefc  words,  he  ftretchcd  forth  his  hand,  which 
his  weeping  friends  tenderly  preffing,  moft  car- 
«  ntftlv 
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ticftly  vowed,  that  they  wiboner  lofe  their 
lives  than  their  revenge,  je  dying  prince 
then  turning  to  his  wife,  ^red  her  by  his 
memory,  and  all  the  bondhuptial  love,  to 
fubmit  tOs  the  necelTity  of  times,  and  to 
evade  the  refentment  of  jmore  powerful 
enemies,  by  not  oppofinglThus  much  he 
laid  openly;  fomething  mlwas  uttered  in 
private ;  intimating,  as  wa^jpofed,  his  fears 
■from  the  emperor's  cruelty  |d  fhortly  after 
he  expired.     Nothing  couldeed  the  diftrefs 
of  the  whole  empire,  upon  ling  of  the  death  # 

of  Germanicus.     But  the  bple  of  Rome 
ieemed  to  put  no  bounds  tobir  diftrefs.     A 
vacation  was  made  in  all  pic  and  domeftic 
duties ;  the  ftreets  were  filled  h  lamentations  •, 
the  people  cad  ftones  at  tir  temples,  and 
flung  down  their  altars ;  whihew-born  infants 
were  expofed,   asobjefts  noirorthy  parental 
attention  in  this  univerfal  diefs.     So  much 
was  the  fpirit  of  the  people  rt  changed  from 
its  former  fortitude  and  eqiity.    They  now 
^^re  fo  accuftomed  to  plac^their  happinefs 
in  Hying  homage  to  their  miters,  that  they 
confiti^red  the  fafety  of  the  flie  as  comprifcd 
in   an  'ndividual.     In   faft,   he    community 
was  nowcompofed  of  perfoiiwho  had  lately 
received  ti«?ir  freedom;   or  (  fuch  indolent 
and  idle  people  as   lived  at  the  expence  of 
the  public  ttrafure.     Thele  vcre,   therefore, 
K  4  fcnfiblc 
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fcnfiblc  of  |ig  but  their  own  imbccillitjr  i 
and  afflifted  ifclvcs,  like  children,  for  cviU 
which  were  ifuggeftcd  by  their  fears. 

In  this  uniil  diftrefs,  Pifo  feemed  marked 
for  deftruftic  Hiftorians,  in  general,  charge 
him  and  his  with  the  death  of  Germanicus; 
it  is  now  tamote  a  period  to  controvert 
their  teftimc   however,  the  general  accu- 
fation  of  the:ving  him  a  flow  poifon,  is  one 
of  thofe  impions  that  feems  to  have  but 
little  foundai     The  belief  of  flow  poifons 
is  now  muchputed-,  it  being  in  general  fup- 
pofcd  by  phjans,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  art  to  regie  the  duration  of  their  eflfeft. 
Let  this  be  it  wjU,   not  only  Pifo  and  his 
wife,  but  evche  emperor  himfclf,  with  his 
mother  Liviancurred  a  fliare  of  the  general 
fufpicion.    Tfe  were  foon  after  greatly  eq- 
creafed  by  thcrrival  of  Agrippina,  the  widow 
of  Germanici  a  woman  in  high  efteem  fpr 
her  virtue,  yo  appeared  bearing  the  aflics  of 
her  hu(band,  id  attended  by  all  her  children. 
As  flie  approved  the  city,  Ihe  was  met  by  tte 
fenatc,  and  e  whole  body  of  the  peopJiof 
Rome,  with    ftrange  mixture  of  acclariation 
and  diftrefs.   The  veteran  foldiers,  nany  of 
whom  had  fered  under  Germanicus.  gave  the 
fmcereft  teftiionies  of  their  corvcni.     The 
whole  multitdc,  while  the  a(h^  were  depo- 
rting in  the  tonbof  Auguftus,  jcfirft  regarded 

the 
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rremony  in  profound  filcnce ;  but  fhortly 
all  of  a  fuddcn*  broke  out  into  loud  la- 
itiomi  crying,  that  the  commonwealth 
iow  no  more. 

bed  us,  whofe  jealoufy  had  fome  reafon  to 
inrted  at  this  effeminate  excefs  of  formw, 
ill  his  art  to  hide  his  anger,  and  make  a 
of  fharing  in  the  general  calamity.    He 
permitted  the  accuJ'ation  of  Pifo,  who  was 
jfcd  to  be  merely  the  inftrument  of  his 
This  general  having  returned  to 
i  Ihortly  after,  prefuming  on  the  great  fa- 
he  was  in  with  the  emperor^  was  accufed 
the  fenate,  in  behalf  of  Agrippina  and 
Is,  of  the  death  of  Germanicus,    and 
other  crimes  i  particularly  his  cruelty  to 
men,  and  his  corrupting  the  legion^  were 
his  charge. 

cither  confcious  of  his  innocence,  or 

the  inefficacy  of  any  defence  againft  the 

fpopularity,vindicatcdhimfelf  but  weakly 

ft  every  part  of  the  charge-     However^ 

poifoning  of  Germanicus  could  not  be 

evident  enough  to  fatisfy  his  judges,  who 

to  take  part  againft  him.     His  trial 

therefore  drawn  out  to  a  greater  length 

was  cxpefted  ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  he 

t  (hort,  by  putting  an  end  to  his  life  in  his 

houfe*     His  wife  Plancina,  who  was  uni- 

ly  believed  19  be  moft  culpable,  efcaped 

pupilhment 
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punifhiDcnt  by  the  iatereft  of  Livia;  fo  that  aB 
diilurbances  railed  upon  this  account,  by  de- 
grees fubfided. 

About  a  year  after  the  death  of  Germanicus, 
Tiberius  took  his  own  fon  Dnifus,  as  a  col- 
league  with  him  in  the  confullhip;  and,  willing 
to  initiate  him  into  buHnefs  betimes,  left  him 
in  the  go^•e^nment  of  the  city ;  while  he  himielf 
retired,  under  the  pretence  of  indiipofition* 
About  this  time,  feveral  nations  of  the  Gaub 
revoked,  being  unable  to  endure  the  heavy 
tributes  which  the  emperor  had  lately  impofed 
upon  them.  The  principal  leaders  in  this  le- 
volt»  were  Florus  and  Sacrovir ;  who  were  lb 
fuccefsful  in  the  beginning,  that  the  fame  of 
their  luccc&s  Ipread  conftemation  even  as*far 
as  Ron:c.  Caius  Silius,  however,  marched  with 
the  Roman  legions  to  oppole  them;  and  gained 
a  great  and  decifive  victory.  A  revolt  at& 
happened  about  this  time  in  Numidia,  under 
Tacfarin?.s,  who  had  rebelled  once  before;  but 
he  was  now,  in  fome  meafure,  brought  under 
by  Blxlus;  who,  in  confequence,  received  the 
honour  of  being  faluted  imperator,  by  the  pcr- 
mifiion  of  Tiberius. 

Mitherto  libcrius  had  kept  within  bounds; 
he  was  frugal ;  juft  in  the  diftribution  of  of- 
fices -,  a  rigid  punilher  of  injufticc  in  others; 
and  an  example  of  temperance  to  his  luxurious 
court.    But  now,  from  the  ninth  year  of  hii 

reign. 
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reign,  it  is  that  hiftorians  begin  to  trace  ihe 
bloody  effefls  of  his  fufpicious  temper. 

Having  now  no  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  keep 
him  in  awe,  he  began  to  pull  off  the  mafk  en- 
tirely, and  appear  more  in  his  natural  charadter 
than  before.    He  no  longer  adopted  that  wifeft 
maxim,  the  truth  of  which  has  familiarized  it 
into  a  proverb,  that  "  honefty  is  the  beft  po- 
"licy,"  With  him,  judgment,  juftice,  and  ex- 
tent of  thinking,  were  converted  into  flynefe, 
artifice,  and  expedients  adapted  to  momentary 
conjunftures.     He  took  upon  himfelf  the  in- 
terpretation of  all  political  meafures ;  and  gave 
morals  whatever  colour  he  chofc,  by  the  fine- 
drawn fpeculations  of  his  own  malicious  mind. 
He  began  daily  to  diminifli  the  authority  of  the 
fenate;  which  defign  was  much  facilitated,  by  * 
their  own  aptitude  to  flavery,  fo  that  he  de- 
fpifed   their  meannefs,   while  he  enjoyed  its 
'  cffefb.     A  law  at  that  time  fubfifted,  which 
made  it  treafon  to  form  any  injurious  attempt 
,  againfl  the  majefty  of  the  people.    Tiberius  af- 
fumed  to  himfelf  the  interpretation  and  enforcc- 
• ,  mcnt  of  this  law,  and  extended  it  not  only  to 
the  cafes  which  really  afFedled  the  fafety  of  the 
ftatc,  but  to  every  conjunfture  that  could  pot 
fibly  be  favourable  to  his  hatred  or  fufpicions. 
All  freedom  was  now,  therefore,  banilhed  from 
convivial  meetings;    and   diffidence    reigned 
wongft  the  deareft  relations.    The  gloomy 

difpofition 
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difpofition  and  infincerity  of  the  prince,  were 
diffufed  through  all  ranks  of  men :  fricndfliip 
had  the  air  of  an  allurement  to  betray ;  and  % 
fine  genius  was  but  z  fliining  indifcretion^  evea 
virtue  itfelf  was  confidered  as  an  impertinent 
intruder,  that  only  ferved  to  remind  the  people 
of  their  loft  happinefs. 

The  law  of  offended  majefty  being  revived, 
the  firft  of  note  that  fell  a  facrifice  to  it,  was 
Cremutius  Cordus,  who,  in  his  annals  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  had  called  Brutus  the  laft  of 
the  Romans.  It  is  alfo  thought  he  had  given 
offence  to  Sejanus,  the  emperor's  favourite,  by 
too  great  liberty  in  private  convcrfation.  This 
brave  man  feeing  his  death  refolved  upon,  de- 
fended himfelf  in  the  fenate,  with  great  force, 
and  undaunted  refolution.  Then  going  home, 
he  refolved  to  defeat  the  malice  of  the  tyrant^ 
by  a  voluntary  death,  and  refufed  taking  any 
manner  of  fuftenance.  The  informers,  who 
perceived  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  de- 
priving them  of  their  reward,  prefented  their 
complaints  to  the  fenate,  fignifying  his  in* 
tcntions  of  cfcaping  juftice.  However,  while 
their  petitions  continued  under  deliberation, 
Cremutius,  as  Seneca  expreffes  it,  pronounced 
his  own  abfolution  by  dying. 

it  was  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  cruelties,  that 

Tiberius  took  into  his  confidence  Sejanus,  a 

Roman  knight,  who  found  out  the  method  of 

I  gaining 
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gaining  bis  confidence,  by  the  mod:  refined  de^ 
grec  of  diflfimulation,  being  an  overmatch  for 
his  mafter  in  his  own  arts.    This  favourite  mi- 
faifter,  by  birth  a  Volfcian,  was  clofe  and  fubtle 
m  his  defigns,  but  bold  and  afpiring  in  his  at- 
tempts; modeft  to  outward  appearance,  but  con- 
cealing an  ambition  that  knew  no  bounds.  He 
was  fo  fecure  in  the  aflfeftions  of  the  emperor, 
that,  though  ever  referved  and  fecret  to  others, 
he  was  entirely  open  and  explicit  with  him.  He 
was  made  by  the  emperor,  captain  of  the  prae- 
torian guards,  one  of  the  mod  confidential  trulls 
in  the  ftate  ;  and  extolled  in  the  fenate  as  a 
worthy  aflbciate  in  his  labours.    The  fervile  fc- 
nators,with  ready  adulation,  fet  up  the  ftatues  of 
the  favourite,  befide  thofe  of  Tiberius;  and 
Itemed  eager  to  pay  him  fimilar  honours.     It   . 
is  not  well  known  whether  he  was  the  advifer  of 
all  the  cruelties  that  enfued  foon  after;  but  cer- 
tain it  is,  that,  from  the  beginning  of  his  mi- 
niftry,   Tiberius  fcemed  to  become  more  fa- 
tally fufpicious. 

It  was  from  fuch  humble  beginnings,  that 
this  minifter  even  ventured  to  afpire  at  the 
throne,  and  was  refolved  to  make  the  emperor's 
foolilh  confidence  one  of  the  firft  fteps  to  his 
niin.  However,  he  confidered  that  cutting  off 
Tiberius  alore,  would  rather  retard  than  pro- 
mote his  defigns,  while  his  fon  Drufus,  and  the 
children  of  Germanicgs,  were  yet  remaining. 

He 
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Kc  therefore  began  by  corrupting  Livia 
wife  of  Drufus,  whom,  after  hiving  debau< 
he  prevailed  upon  to  poifon  her  hu(band. 
was  effected  by  means  of  a  (low  poifon  (a 
are  told'  which  gave  his  death  the  appeal 
of  a  caiiial  diilemper.     Tiberius,  in  the  i 
time,  either  naturally  phlegmatic,  or,  at 
not  much  regarding  his  Ton,  bore  his  death 
great  tranquillity.     He  was  even  heard  tc 
upon  the  occafion ;  for,  v»hen  the  embafll 
from  Troy  came  fomewhat  late  with  their 
pliments  of  condolance,  he  anfwered  their 
tended  diftrefles,  by  condoling  with  thenr 
upon  the  death  of  Heftor. 

Sejanus  having  fucceeded  in  this,  wa 
folved  to  make  his  next  attempt  upon 
children  of  Germanicus,  who  were  undou 
fucceflbrs  to  the  empire.  However,  he 
fruft rated  in  his  defigns,  both  with  rcga: 
the  fidelity  of  their  governors,  and  the  chj 
of  Agrippina,  their  mother.  Whereupon 
refolved  upon  changing  his  aims,  and  remo 
Tiberius  out  of  the  city,  by  which  meai 
expected  more  frequent  opportunities  of 
ting  his  defigns  into  execution.  He  then 
ufcd  all  his  addrefs  to  pcrfuade  Tibcrii; 
retire  to  fome  agreeable  retreat,  remote  : 
Rome.  By  this  he  expeftcd  many  advantj 
fmcc  there  could  be  no  accefs  to  the  emj 
but  by  him.  Thus  all  letters  being  conveys 
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incc  by  foldicrs  at  his  own  devotion,  they 
pafs  through  his  hands ;  by  which  means 
ft  in  time  become  the  fole  governor  of 
ipire;  and,  at  lafty  be  in  a  capacity  of  re- 
g  all  obftacles  to  his  ambition.  He  now^ 
)rc,  began  to  infinuate  to  Tiberius  the 
md  numerous  inconveniences  of  the  city; 
tigues  of  attending  the  fenate ;  and  the 
us  temper  of  the  inferior  citizens  of 
Tiberius,  either  prevailed  upon  by  his 
Boris,  or  purfuing  the  natural  turn  of  his 
:,  which  led  to  indolence  and  debauchery, 
twelfth  year  of  his  reign  left  Rome,  and 
ito  Campania,  under  pretence  of  dedicat- 
mples  to  Jupiter  and  Auguftus.  After 
Jiough  he  removed  to  feveral  places,  he 
Tturned  to  Rome,  but  fpent  the  greateft  - 
f  his  time  in  the  iQand  of  Caprea,  a 
which  was  rendered  as  infamous  by  his 
rs,  as  dcteftable  by  his  cruelties,  which 
bocking  to  human  nature.  For  having, 
fuance  of  his  intentions,  dedicated  the 
s  which  he  had  built  in  Campania,  he 
led  an  edift,  forbidding  all  perfons 
urb  his  rcpofe ;  and  ftopt  the  concourfe 
fubjedls,  by  placing  foldiers  in  the  ways 
led  to  his  palace.  But  ftill  growing 
of  places  where  mankind  might  follow 
fith  their  complabts  and  diftreflcs,  he 
ew  himfelf,  as  was  iaid^  into  that  m6ft 

delightful 
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delightful  ifland  of  Caprca,  three  miles  frc 

the  continent,   and  oppofite  Naples.     Buri 

in  this  retreat,  he  gave  himfelf  up  to    ] 

pleafures,  quite  regardlefs  of  the  miferies  of  1 

fubjefts.     Thus  an   infurredtion  of  the  Je% 

upon  placing  his  ftatue  in  Jerufalem,  unc 

the  government  of  Pontius  Pilate,  gave  h 

no  fort  of  uneafinefs.     The  falling  of  tn  a 

phitheatre  at  Fidense,  in  which  fifty  thouli 

perfons  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  no  « 

affected  his  repofe.     He  was  only  employed 

fiudying  how  to  vary   his  odious  ple^ui 

and  forcing  his  feeble  frame,  (battered  by  s 

and  former  debaucheries,  into  the  enjcymi 

of  them.    Nothing  eah  prefent  a  more  hor 

pifture  than  the  retreat  of  this  impure  < 

man,  attended  in  this  place  by  all  the  i 

nifters  of  his  perverted  appetites.     He  was 

this  time  fixty-fcven  years  old*,    his   per 

was  mod  difpleafing;   and  fome  fay  the  i 

agreeablenefs  of  it,  in  a  great  meafure,  drc 

him  into  retirement.     He  was  quite  bald  I 

fore ;  his  face  was  all  broke  out  into  ula 

and  covered  over  with  plaifters;  his  body  i 

bowed  forward  ;  while  its  extreme  height  a 

leannefs,  encreafed  its  deformity.     With  fi 

a  perfon,  and  a  mind  ftill  more  hideous,  bd 

gloomy,  fufpicious,  and  cruel,   he  fate  do 

with  a  view  rather  of  forcing  his  appetites  d 

fatisfying  them.     He  fpcnt  whole  nights  in » 

baucha 
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BiucheFies  at  the  table;    and  he  appointed 
Pomponius  Flaccus,  and  Lucius  Pifo,  to  tlie 
firft  pofts  of  the  empire,  for  no  other  merit 
tktti  that  ef  having  fate  up  with  him  two  days 
isd  two  nights  without  interruption,     Thefe 
ht  caHed  his  friends  of  all  hours.     He  made 
ioe  Novelius  Torgnatus  a  praetor,  for  being 
able  m  drink  off  five  bottles  of  wine  at  a 
dniight.    His  luxuries  of  another  kind  were 
fill  Riope  deteftable,  and  feemed  to  encreafe 
wth  his  drunkennefs  and  gluttony.    He  made 
die  nEioft  eminent  women  of  Rome  fubfervient 
to  Us  lufts,  and  all  his  inventions  only  feemed 
calculated  how  to  make  his  vices  more  extrava- 
gant and  abominable.    Here  he  invented  rooms 
adapted  to  his  libidinous  exercifes,  where  he 
nadc  ufe  of  all  manner  of  incentives,  which 
nothing  but  the  depraved  imagination  of  a 
tyrant  could  delight  in.     The  numberlefs  ob- 
fcene  medals   dug  up  in  that  iQand  at  this 
day^  bear  witnefs  at  once  to  his  (hame,  and  the 
veracity  of  the  hiftorians  who  have  defcribed 
fcis  debaucheries^      In  (hort,  in  this  retreat, 
vluch  was  furrounded  with  rocks  on  cvcrj-  fide, 
fcc  quite  gave  up  the  bufinefs  of  the  empire  -, 
or,  if  he  was  ever  aftive,  it  was  only  to  do 
aiifchief. 

Id  fa6t,  it  had  been  happy  for  mankind,  had 

fcc  given  up  his  fufpicions,  when  he  declined 

•fcc  fatigues  of  reigning,  and  refigned  the  will 

Vol.  II.  L  to 
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to  do  harniy  when  he  divefted  himfelf  of  tb 
power  of  doing  good.  But  from  the  dme  d 
his  retreat  he  became  more  cruel,  and  SgawM 
always  endeavoured  to  encreafe  his  diftiofts. 
Secret  fpies  and  informers  were  placed  in  al 
parts  of  the  city,  who  converted  the  mofl 
harmlcfs  anions  into  fubje£ts  of  offence.  I 
any  iieribn  of  merit  teftified  any  concern  fo 
the  glory  of  the  empire,  it  was  immediatd; 
conftrued  into  a  defign  to  obtain  it.  If  an 
other  fpoke  with  regret  of  former  liberty,  hi 
was  lup{X)ied  to  aim  at  re-e(tablilhing  the  com 
n>onwcalth.  Every  aftion  became  liaUe  t 
forv  cil  interpretations ;  joy  expreft  an  hope  c 
the  princess  death  ;  melancholy,  an  envying  Q 
his  prvMpcrity.  Sejanus  found  his  aims  ever 
day  Tuccccvling  •,  the  wretched  emperor's  ta 
rors  wcrr  ah  intbrument  that  he  wrought  upo 
at  l\is  plcjtlurc,  and  bj*  which  he  levelled  ever 
oblUclc  to  his  dcligns.  But  the  chief  objed 
K\(  hii  itJilouly  were  the  children  of  Germani 
cus»  whixii  he  reiblvcd  to  put  out  of  the  wa) 
I  lc«  thcrttbnr,  feduloufly  continued  to  rendc 
ihtnt  obnaxious  to  the  emperor,  to  alarm  hie 
^uh  tahc  reports  of  their  ambition,  tod  t 
tcnity  them  with  alarms  of  his  intcndei 
1  rucUy.  By  thcle  mcins,  he  lb  contrived  t 
wulch  the  breach,  that  he  actually  produced  o: 
Uuh  ikio  thole  dir(X)i;tions  which  he  preteode 
(\>  gbviate  i  till  at  length,  the  two  princes 

Ner 
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Kero  and  Drufus,  were  declared  enemies  to  the  « 

fiate»  and  afterwards  ftarved  to  death  in  prifon, 
while  Agrippina,  their  mother,  was  fcnt  into 
haoifliment. 

In  coniequence^of  their  pretended  crimes, 
fiiany  others  loft  their  lives.   Sabinus,  who  was 
•ttached  to  their  interefts,  was  accufed  and  con* 
denined  by  a  moft  vile  combination  of  infor- 
mers againft  him.     Afinius  Callus  was  fen- 
ienced  to  remain  in  prifon  only  to  encreafe  the 
iigour  of  his  punilhment  by  a  lingering  death. 
Syriacus  was  condemned  and  executed,  merely 
for  being  a  friend  to  the  latter.    In  this  man- 
ner Sejanus  proceeded,  removing  all  who  ftood 
between  him  and  the  empire,  and  every  day 
encreafing  in  confidence  with  Tiberius,    and 
power  with  the  fenate.     The  number  of  his 
ftatues  exceeded  even  thofe  of  the  emperor; 
people  fwore  by  his  fortune,  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  he  been 
a&ually  upon  the  throne,   and  he  was  more 
dreaded  than  even  the  tyrant  who  actually  en- 
joyed the  empire.    But  the  rapidity  of  his  rife 
feemed  only  preparatory  to  the  greatnefs  of  his 
downfalL     All  we  know  of  his  firft  difgrace 
irith  the  emperor  is,  that  Satrius  Secundus 
was  the  man  who  had  the  boldnels  to  accufe 
him.     Antonia,  the  mother  of  Germanicus,  fe- 
Gonded  the  accufation.    What  were  the  parti- 
culars of  his  crimes,  we  now  cannot  learn  -,  but 
L  2  certain 
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eertain  it  is,  that  he  attempted  to  ufurp  tto 
empire  by  aiming  at  the  life  of  Tiberius ;  but 
his  own  life  was  very  opportunely  fubftituted  to 
that  againil  which  he  aimed.  Tiberius,  fenfiUc 
of  the  tray  tor's  power,  proceeded  with  his  ufiial 
diffimulation  in  having  him  apprehended.  He 
granted  him  new  honours  at  the  very  time  be 
refolved  his  death,  and  took  him  as  his  colleague 
in  the  confollhip.  The  emperor's  letter  to  die 
fenate  began  only  with  (light  complaints  againft 
iiis  friend,  but  ended  with  an  order  for  putting 
him  in  prifon.  He  entreated  the  fenators  t9 
proted  a  poor  old  man,  as  he  was,  abandoned  bf 
all;  and  in  the  mean  time  prepared  Ibips  fyc 
his  flight,  and  ordered  foldiers  for  his  fecurity. 
The  fenate,  who  had  long  been  jealous  of  Ac 
favourite's  power,  and  dreaded  his  cruelty,  im- 
mediately took  this  opportunityof  going  beyond 
their  orders.  Infl-ead  of  fentencing  him  to  im* 
prifon  men t,  they  directed  his  execution.  A 
ftrange  revolution  now  appeared  in  the  cityr 
of  thofe  numbers  that  but  a  moment  befbit 
were  prelfing  into  the  prefence  of  Sejanos  wlch 
offers  of  fervice  and  adulation,  not  one  was 
found  that  would  feem  to  be  of  his  ac- 
quaintance :  he  was  deferted  by  all;  and  tho& 
who  had  formerly  received  the  greateft  bene* 
fits  from  him,  feemed  now  converted  into  hk 
moft  inveterate  enemies.    As  he  was  conduft* 
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mg  to  execution,  the  people  loaded  him  with 
io^it  and  execration.     He  attempted  to  hide  « 

iiis  face  with  his  hands,  but  even  this  was  de- 
nied him,  and  his  hands  were  fecured.  He 
iras  purfued  with  farcaftic  reproaches,  his  fla^ 
toes  were  inftantly  thrown  down,  and  he  him- 
felf  ihortly  after  ftrangled  by  the  executioner. 
Nor  did  the  rage  of  his  enemies  fubfide  with 
hiM  death  ;  his  body  was  ignominioudy  dragged 
about  the  ftreets,  and  his  whole  family  exe- 
cnted  with  him.  Such  was  the  end  of  Sejanus; 
a  ffariking  example  of  the  inftability  of  every 
fiivourice's  power,  and  the  prccarioufnefs  of 
rrcry  tyrant's  friendlhip. 

His  death  only  lighted  up  the  emperor's 
rage  for  fimher  executions.      Plancina,    the 
wife  of  Pifo,  was  put  to  death  as  little  pitied 
flsche  former.    Sextus  Vcftilius  (bared  the  fame 
fete,  as  it  was  pretended,  for  having  written 
a  facire  againil  Caligula,  the  only  furviving  fon 
of  Germanicus ;   but  his  real  fault  was,  chat 
Usfevcre  virtues  were  become  intoilerable  to  the 
▼iciout  emperor.     Vefcularius  Atticus,  and  Ju- 
lius Marinus,  formerly  the  infeparable  friends 
«f  Tiberius,  and  who  had  been  his   compa- 
iwms  in  Rhodes,  were  now  executed  by  his 
command  for  being  attached  to  Sejanus ;  and 
Mamercus  Scaurus  was  alfo  obliged  to  prevent 
his  execution  by  fuicide,  for  having  written  a 
L  3  tragedy 
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tragedy  upon  the  ftory  of  Atrcus.  The  fu(p}^ 
cious  emperor  applied  to  himfelf  the  inveAivc 
that  was  alledged "^againft  tyrants  in  general) 
and  declared  in  a  rage,  that  if  he  was  become 
an  Atreus,  he  would  compel  the  author  to  be- 
come an  Ajax.  Vitia,  an  aged  woman,  was  puc 
to  death,  only  for  having  lamented  the  eicecii- 
tion  of  her  fon.  Fufius,  and  his  wife  PuUia, 
being  accufed  of  treafon  againft  the  emperor, 
were  obliged  to  prevent  their  condemnation 
by  fuicide.  Confidius  Proculus,  as  he  was 
chcarfully  employed  amongft  his  friends,  in 
celebrating  his  birth-day,  found  himfelf,  in  m  ' 
inftant,  dragged  before  the  fenate,  accuied  of 
confpiring  againft  the  emperor,  condemned, 
and  executed :  the  whole  family  of  Theophi- 
nes  was  treated  with  the  fame  cruel  expedition. 
Sextus  Marius  found  his  riches  and  the  beauty 
of  his  daughter  fufficient  caufes  to  ptxxnirc  his 
conviftion  and  death.  The  prifbns  werecrowded 
with  pretended  accomplices  in  theconfpiracy  of 
Sejanus.  Tiberius  began  to  grow  weary  of  parti- 
cular executions;  he  therefore  gave  orders,  that 
all  the  accufed  (hould  be  put  to  death  together, 
without  furtherexamination.  Thewholecity^ 
filled  with  flaughter  and  mourning.  The  place 
of  execution  was  a  deplorable  fcene,  where  pec- 
fens  of  every  fcx  and  age  were  expofed,  racked 
and  mangled ;  dead  bodies  putrefying,  Uy 
heaped  on  each  othe;;,  while  even  the  friend^ 
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of  the  wretched  convifts  were  denied  the  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  weeping.  Thus  miferable  were  the 
Romans,  under  the  arbitrary  rod  of  this  gloomy 
tyrant;  no  perfon,  though  ever  fo  virtuous, 
could  b^  fafe ;  or,  rather,  every  virtue  was  but 
«n  approach  to  new  dangers.  Of  twenty  fe- 
nators,  whom  he  choie  for  his  council,  he  put 
fixteen  to  death.  *•  Let  them  hate  me,"  cried 
he,  •*  fo  long  as  they  obey  me."  He  even 
tvtntd^  that  Priam  was  an  happy  man,  who 
ootltved  all  his  pofterity.  In  this  manner  there 
was  not  a  day  without  fome  barbarous  execu- 
tiOD,  in  which  the  fufferers  w^re  obliged  to 
undergo  the  mod:  fhameful  indignj^es  and 
exquifite  torments.  When  one  Carnulius  had 
killed  himfelf,  to  avoid  the  torture :  "  Ah," 
cried  Tiberius,  "  how  has  that  man  been 
*•  able  to  efcape  me  I"  When  a  prifoner  ear- 
Deftly  entreated,  that  he  would  not  defer  his 
death :  *^  No,"  cried  the  tyrant,  "  I  am  not 
•*  fuificiently  your  friend,  to  (horten  your  tor- 
"  ment."  Sometimes  he  was  more  jocofe  iii 
his  cruelties,  particularly  when  a  certain  man^  ' 
ftopping  an  herfe,  defired  the  dead  body  to  tell 
Auguftus,  that  his  legacies  to  the  people  were 
yet  unpaid.  Tiberius  fent  for  him,  and,  having 
p^d  him  his  (hare,  caufed  him  to  be  immedi- 
ately executed  ;  bidding  him  go  tell  Auguftus, 
that  he,  at  leaft,  had  been  fatisfied.  One 
WQuld  have  thought  that  fuch  cruelties,  exer- 
L  4  Qxki 
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.  cifed  at  Rome,  would  have  fatiated  his  lof«  xl 
vengeance ;  but  Caprea  itfelf,  the  place.iecluded 
for  his  pleafures  and  his  eafe,  was  daily  coooh 
minaced,  not  lefs  with  his  cruelties  thaoihii 
debauchery.  He  often  fatisfied  his  eyes  witk 
the  tortures  of  the  wretches  who  were  put  tt 
death  before  him  ;  and  in  the  days  of  Sueto- 
nius the  rock  was  to  be  feen,  from  which  fas 
ordered  fuch  as  had  difpleafed  him  to  be  throwi 
headlong.  As  he  was  one  day  examining  ibme 
perfons  upon  the  rack,  he  was  told  that  an  cU 
friend  of  his  was  come  from  Rhodes  to  b/t 
him.  Tiberius  fuppofing  him  brought  for  tht 
purpofes  of  information,  immediately  ordafed 
him  to  the  torture;  and  when  he  was  conviooed 
of  his  mlftake,  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  tt 
death  to  prevent  farther  difcovery. 

In  this  manner,  did  the  tyrant  continue  to 
torment  others,  although  he  was  himfelf  ftill 
more  tortured  by  his  own  fufpicions.  In  one 
of  his  letters  to  the  fenate,  he  confefied  fihit 
the  gods  and  goddefles  had  fo  afflicted  and  co-- 
founded him,  that  he  knew  not  what,  or  hov 
to  write :  and,  in  fad,  he  had  every  reafon  for 
fuch  a  confe0ion  \  a  plotting  fenate,  a  reviling 
people,  his  bodily  infirmities  encreafed  by  his 
luxuries,  and  his  neareil  friends  confcious  of 
being  fufpeded.  The  domeftic  policy  of  dc 
empire,  alfo,  was  in  the  hands  of  mifcreantt ; 
^nd  the  frontier  provinces  were  invaded  wirii 

iippunity. 
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la^unity.  Melia  was  fei;ied  on  by  the  Dacians 
$ad  Sarmatians ;  Gaul  was  wafted  by  che  Ger«- 
inaiis,  and  Armenia  conquered  i^'  the  king  of 
Parchia.  Theie  were  Ufles  that  might  excite 
die  vigilance  of  any  other  governor  but  Tibe- 
fios.  He,  however^  was  fo  much  a  (lave  to 
his  biutal  appetites,  that  he  left  his  provinces 
vholfy  to  the  care  of  his  lieutenants,  and  thef 
mete  intent  rather  on  the  accumulation  of  pri- 
vate fortune,  than  the  fafety  of  the  ftate. 
Such  a  toul  diforder  in  the  empire,  might  b^ 
naturally  fuppofed  to  pfxxhice  a  degree  oif 
iBxiety  in  him  who  governed  it ;  fo  that  he  was 
licard  to  wi(h.  That  Heaven  and  earth  might  pe* 
fifli  with  him  when  he  died. 

in  this  manner  he  lived,  odious  to  all  the 
worlds  and  troublefome  to  himfelf ;  an  enemy 
to  the  lives  of  others,  and  a  tormentor  of  his 
»wn.  At  length,  however,  in  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  his  rrign,  he  begwi  to  feel  the  ap* 
pioaches  of  his  drfFolution,  and  all  his  appetites 
iocally  to  fbriake  him.  He  now,  therefore,found 
St  was  time  to  think  of  a  fucceflbr,  and  hefitated 
for  a  long  while,  whether  he  fhould  chufe 
Cdigula,  whofe  vices  were  too  apparent  to 
cicape  }ns  obfervation«  He  had  been  often 
&eard  to  fay.  That  this  youth  had  all  the  faults 
cS  S^lhij  without  his  virtues ;  that  he  was  a 
ferpent  that  would  fting  the  empire,  and  a 
fincton  that  woukl  fet  the  world  in  a  flame, 

^  However, 
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Howcrer^  notwithftanding  all  his  weU^ground* 
cd  apprehenfions,  he  named  htm  for  hb  foe- 
ceflfor  I  willing,  perhaps,  by  the  enormicf  of 
Caligula's  conduct,  to  cover  the  memory  of 
his  own. 

But  though  he  thought  fit  to  chufe  a  foe- 
ceflbr,  he  could  by  no  means  think  of  dying: 
though  totally  forfaken  by  his  appetites  and 
enjoyments,  his  dillimulation  never  ibrfook 
him:  he,  therefore,  concealed  his  approadung 
decline  with  the  utmoft  care,  as  if  he  was  will- 
ing at  once  to  hide  it  from  the  world  and  him* 
felf  He  long  had  a  contempt  for  phyfic,  and 
refufed  the  advice  of  fuch  as  attended  him:  he 
even  feemed  to  take  a  pleafure  in  being  prefeot 
at  the  fports  of  the  foldiers,  and  ventured  him- 
felf  to  throw  a  javelin  at  a  boar  that  was  let 
loofe  before  him.  The  eflfort  which  he  made 
upon  this  occafion,  caufed  a  pain  in  his  fide^ 
which  haftened  the  approaches  of  death :  ftill^ 
however,  he  feemed  willing  to  avoid  his  end| 
and  ilrove,  by  change  of  place»  to  put  off  the 
inquietude  of  his  own  refledtions.  He  left  hk 
favourite  ifland,  and  went  upon  the  continent: 
he  at  lad  fixed  at  the  promontory  of  Mifenuo^ 
in  a  houfe  that  formerly  had  belonged  to  Lo- 
cuUus.  It  was  there  that  Charicles,  his  piqrfi- 
cian,  pretending  to  kifs  his  hand,  felt  the  fid* 
lure  of  his  pulfe,  and  apprized  Macro,  the  em* 
peror's  prefent  favourite,  that  he  had  not  above 
3  nr« 
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two  days  to  live.    Tiberiusy  on  the  contrary,' 
wbo  had  perceived  the  art  of  Charicles,  did  all 
in  his  power  to  imprefs  his  attendants  with  an 
opinion  of  his  health :  he  continued  at  table  till 
the  evening ;  he  faluted  all  his  guefts  as  they 
left  the  room,  and  read  the  afts  of  the  fenate, 
in  which  they  had  abfolved  fome  perfons  he 
had  written  againft  with  great  indignation.  He 
rdblved  to  take  fignal  vengeance  of  their  diib- 
bedience^and  mediuted  new  fchemes  of  cruelty, 
when  he  fell  into  fuch  faintings,  as  all  believed 
were  fatal.    It  was  in  this  fituation,  that,  by 
Macro's  advice,  Caligula  prepared  to  fecure  the 
focceffion.     He  received  the  congratulations  of 
the  whole  court,  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  ac- 
knowledged by  the  praetorian  foldiers,    and 
went  forth  from  the  emperor's  apartment  amidft 
the  applaufes  of  the  multitude ;  when  all  of  a 
fudden  he  was  informed  that  the  emperor  was 
recovered,  that  he  had  begun  to  fpeak,  and  de- 
filed to  eat.  This  unexpefted  account  filled  the 
whole  court  with  terror  and  alarm :  every  one 
who  had  before  been  earned  in  teftifying  their 
joy,  now  re-aflumcd  their  pretended  forrow, 
and  left  the  new  emperor,  through  a  feigned 
iblicitude  for  the  fate  of  the  old.  Caligula  him- 
felf feemed   thunderftruck ;    he  preferved   a 
gloomy  filence,  expefting  nothing  but  death, 
inftead  of  the  empire  at  which  he  had  afpired. 
f^acro,  however^  who  was  hardened  in  crime, 

Ordere4 
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ordered  that  die  dying  emperor  fhould  be  4it 

patched,  by  fmothering  him  with  pillows,  or,  m 

jj  ^      others  will  have  ic,  by  poifon.     In  diis  maimer 

J  o, '     Tiberius  died  ia  the  icrency-eighdi  year  of  hii 

A.D.  39.   ^^>  ^f^^  reigning  twenty-two. 

JLitde  can  be  added  to  the  charader  of  thk 
prince,  which,  in  every  inftance,  was  fo  flraig^ 
nurked  with  cruelty  and  diflimulation.  It  otkf 
remains,  therefore,  to  charaderize  the  pn* 
pie  whom  he  governed.  The  Romans  wae^ 
at  this  time,  arrived  at  their  highcft  pilch  cf 
encminacy  and  vice.  The  wealth  of  aknoft 
every  nation  of  the  empire,  having,  ibr  ibms 
time,  circulated  through  the  city,  farong^ 
with  it  the  luxuries  peculiar  to  each  country » 
fo  that  Rome  prefented  a  deteftable  piAure  of 
various  pollution.  In  this  reign  lived  Appiciu^ 
fo  well  known  for  having  reduced  gluttony  mso 
fyftem ;  Ibme  of  the  notorious  in  this  way, 
thought  it  no  fliame  to  give  near  an  hundred 
pounds  for  a  (ingle  fiih,  and  exhauft  a  fbccime 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  in  one  entertaiomeac 
Debaucheries  of  every  other  kind  kept  pace 
with  this-,  while  the  deteflable  folly  of  the 
dmes  thought  it  was  refining  upon  plcafure  id 
make  it  unnatural.  There  were  at  Rome  men 
called  Spintria:,  whofe  fole  trade  it  was,  to  ftudy 
new  modes  of  plcafure ;  and  thefe  were  univtr- 
fally  favourites  of  the  great.  The  lenators  were 
long  fallen  from  ^eir  authority,  and  were  no  lefs 

cftranged 
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eftrangedfrom  their  integrity  and  honour.  Thdr 
nrfioleftudy  feemedto  be,how  toinvcnt  newways 
of  flattering  the  emperor,  and  various  methods 
ef  tormenting  his  fuppofed  enemies.  The  people 
were  ftill  more  corrupt-,  they  had,  for  fome 
years,  been  accuftomed  to  live  in  idlenefs,  upon 
Ae  donations  of  the  emperor ;  and,  being  fa- 
tiified  with  fubfiftence,  entirely  gave  up  their 
freedom.  Too  effeminate  and  cowardly  to  go 
to  war,  they  only  railed  againft  their  governors ; 
fb  that  diey  were  b^d  foldiers,  and  feditious  ci- 
tizens. It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore, 
that  fuch  indifferent  fubjefts  fhould  be  indiffe- 
rently governed.  It  has  been  often  afkcd»  how 
h  many  of  the  emperors  were  bad  princes. 
The  anfwer  is  eafy — becaufe  the  people  they 
had  brought  to  command,  were  ill  difpofed 
to  obey.  Good  fubjefts  generally  make  good 
kings ;  while  luxury,  fedition,  difcontent  and 
murmurs  in  the  populace,  as  ufually  produce 
feverity,  cruelty  and  fufpicion  in  him  who  is 
appointed  to  govern.  Little  more  need  be 
faid  of  thefe  times,  but  that,  in  the  eighceentb 
year  of  this  monarch's  reign,  Chrift  was  cruci- 
fied ^  as  if  the  univerfal  depravity  of  man- 
kind, wanted  no  lefs  a  facriHce  than  that  of 
God  himfelf,  to  reclaim  them.  Shortly  after 
his  death,  Pilate  wrote  to  Tiberius  an  account 
of  his  paffion,  refurreftion  and  miracles ;  upon 
which  the  emperor  made  a  report  of  the  whole 

to 


ijS  THEHISTORYOF 

to  the  fenate,  defiring  that  Chrill  might  be  ac^ 
counted  a  God  by  the  Romans.  But  the  fenate 
being  difpleafed  that  die  propofal  had  doc 
come  firft  from  themfelves,  refufed  to  allow  of 
.  his  apotheofis )  hedging  an  ancient  law,  which 
gave  them  the  faperintendence  in  all  matters  of 
religion.  They  even  went  fo  far  as,  by  m 
cdi^  to  command,  that  all  Chriftians  flmiU 
leave  the  city  •,  but  Tiberius,  by  another  edifi^ 
threatened  death  to  all  fuch  as  Ihould  aocoft 
them ;  by  which  means  they  continued 
Icfted  during  the  reft  of  his  reign. 


crtAV. 
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CHAP.         V. 
CALi&t;i.A,  the  Fourth  EmPbAor  of  Rmat: 


N< 


O  monarch  ever  came  to  the  throne  with 
more  advantages  than  Caligula.  He  was  the 
ttbn  of  Germanicus,  who  had  been  the  darling 
of  the  army  and  the  people^  He  was  bred 
among  the  foldiers,  from  whom  he  received 
the  name  of  Caligula,  from  the  ihort  bufkin^ 
called  Caliga,  that  was  worn  by  the  common 
centinels,  and  which  was  alfo  ufually  worn 
by  him.  He  fucceedcd  a  mcrcilels  tyrant; 
lifter  whom,  even  moderate  merit  would  look 
like  excellence.  Wherefore,  as  he  approached 
Rome,  the  principal  men  of  the  ftate  went  out 
in  crowds  to  meet  him.  He  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  people  on  every  fide,  all 
•equally  pleafed  in  being  free  from  the  cruelties 
of  Tiberius,  and  in  hoping  new  advantages 
from  the  virtues  of  his  fucceflbr. 

Caligula  feemed  to  take  every  precaution, 
4to  iQiprefs  them  with  the  opinion  of  an  happy 
change.  Amidft  the  rejoicings  of  the  multi- 
tujie,  he  advanced  mourning,  with  the  dead 
body  of  Tiberius,  which  the  foldiers  brought 
130  be  burnt  at  Rome,  according  to  the  cuftom 

of 
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of  that  time.    Upon  his  entrance  mto  the  atfi 
he  was  received  with  new  titles  of  honour  by 
the  fenate,  whofe  chief  employment  feemed 
now  to  be,  the  art  of  encreafing  their  emperor's 
vanity.    He  was  kft  coheir  with  Gemellus^ 
grandfon  to  Tiberius ;  but  they  fet  afide  the 
nomination,  and  declared  Caligula  Ible  fucccftr 
to  the  empire.  The  joy  for  this  eledion  wai  not 
confined  to  the  narrow  bounds  of  Italy,  it  fjpreai 
through  the  whole  empire,   and  viffims  widf^ 
out  number  were  facrificed  upcm  die  oocafiMk 
Some  of  the  peofJe,  upon  his  going  into  die  . 
idand  of  Campania,  made  vows  for  his  rrcuni) 
and  fhortly  after,  when  he  fell'fick,  the  md- 
titude  crowded  whole  nights  round  hb  palaoi^ 
and  fome  even  devoted  them(clves  to  death,  ia 
cafe  he  recovered,  fetdng  up  bills  of  their  reb- 
lutions  in  the  fticets.     In  this  afieftion  of  Aft 
citizens,  Grangers  themfelves  feemed  ambinoos 
of  (haring.     Artabanus,  king  of  Parthia,  wh^ 
look  every  method  of  contemning  his  prede- 
ceiTor,  fought  the  prefent  emperor's  alliaiioa 
wtth<affiduity.    Me  came  to  a  perfbnal  confe' 
rence  with  one  of  his  legates ;  he  pafled  dir 
Euphrates,  he  adored  the  Roman  ea^es,  and 
kifled  the  emperor's  images ;  fo  that  the  whole 
world  feemed  combined  to  praife  him  for  ¥»- 
tues,  which  their  hopes,  and  not  their  expeii- 
cnce,  had  ^ven  him. 

Thus 
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hus  all  the  enormities  of  this  emperor  were 
:ealed  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign.  He, 
rft»  fcemed  extremely  careful  of  the  pub- 

and  having  performed  the  funeral  folem- 
5  of  Tiberius,  he  haftened  to  the  iflands  of 
iataria  and  Pontia,  to  remove  the  afhes  of 
nocber  and  brothers,  expofing  himfelf  to 
langer  of  tempeftuous  weather,-  to  give  a 
c  to  his  piety.     Having  brought  them  to 
ic^  he  ordained  annual  folemnities  in  their 
wr,  and  ordered  the  month  of  September 
c  called  Germanicus,  in  memory  of  his 
r.     Thefc  ceremonies  being  over,  he  con- 
d  the  fame  honours  upon  his  grandmother 
inia,    which   had   before  been  given   to 
ii  and  ordered   all   informations  to   be 
C  that  any  ways  expofed  the  enemies  of  his 
y.   He  even  refufed  a  paper  that  was  ofFer- 
m,  tending  to  the  difcovery  of  a  confpiracy 
ift  himfelf  5  alledging.  That  he  was  con* 
s  of  nothing  to  deferve  any  man's  hatred, 
therefore,  had  no  fears  from  their  machina- 
He  caufed  the  inftitutions  of  Auguftus, 
I  had  been  difufcd  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius, 

revived  ;  he  undertook  to  reform  many 
s  in  theftate,  and  feverely  puniflied  cor-  .- 
governors.  Among  others,  he  banilhed 
us  Pilate  into  Gaul,  where  this  unjctft 
Irate  afterwards  put  an  end  to  his  lifej^^^ 
e.  He  ftriftly  infpectcd  the  behaviqife 
L.  II.  M  of 
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of  the  knights,  whom  he  publicly  degradecf 
upon  being  found  guilty  of  an  infamous  crime. 
He  baniihed,  without  remiflion,  the  Spin- 
trise,  or  inventors  of  abominable  recreadonSt 
from  Rome.  He  attempted  to  rcftorc  the 
ancient  manner  of  eleding  magiflrates  by  the 
fuffrages  of  the  people,  and  gave  them  a  free 
jurifdidtion,  without  any  appeal  to  himfelf. 
Although  the  will  of  Tiberius  was  annulled  by 
the  fenate,  and  that  of  Livia  fupprefied  by  Ti- 
berius, yet  he  caufed  all  their  legacies  to  be 
pundually  paid ;  and,  in  order  to  make  Ge» 
melius  amends  for  miflTmg  the  crown,  he  cauf* 
ed  him  to  be  elefted  Princeps  Juventutis,  or 
Principal  of  the  Youth.  He  reftorcd  fome  king^ 
to  their  dominions,  who  had  been  unjuftly 
difpofleflcd  by  Tiberius,  and  gave  them  tl» 
arrears  of  their  revenues.  And,  that  he  might 
appear  an  encourager  of  every  virtue,  he  order- 
ed a  female  flave  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
enduring  the  moft  cxquifitc  torments,  without 
dilcovering  the  fecrcts  of  her  maiVer*  So  many 
ronceflions,  and  fuch  apparent  virtue,  could 
not  fail  of  receiving  juft  applaufe.  A  fhield  of 
gold,  bearing,  his  image,  was  decreed  to  be 
carried  annually  to  the  Capitol,  attended  by 
the  fcnatc,  and  the  fons  of  the  nobility,  finging 
in  praifc  of  the  emperor's  virtues,  k  was  like- 
wile  ordained,  that  the  day  on  which  he  was 
appointed  to  the  empire  (hould  be  called  Pu* 

3  bitiaj 
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Bida ;  implying,  that  when  he  came  to  govern, 
the  city  received  a  new  foundation. 

But  it  had  been  happy  for  him  and  the  em« 
pire,  had  fuch  a  beginning  been  as  flrenuouQy 
maintained.    In  lefs  than  eight  months  all  this 
Ihew  of  moderation  and  clemency  vanilhed  ; 
ivhile  furious  paflions,    unexampled  avarice, 
and  csipricious  cruelty,  began  to  take  their  turn 
in  his  mind     As  moft  of  the  cruelties  of  Ti- 
berius arofc  froth  fufpicion,  fo  moft  of  thofc 
committed  by  Caligula  took  rife  from  prodi- 
gality.    Some,  indeed,  pretend  to  aflcrt,  that  a 
diforder  which  happened  foon  after  his  accefCon 
to  the  empire,  entirely  diftorted  his  reafon,  and 
dilcompofed  his  underftanding.    However  this 
inay  be,   madnefs  itfelf  could  fcarce  diftate 
cruelties  more  extravagant,  or  inconfiftencies  " 
more  ridiculous    than  are  imputed  to  him ; 
ibmc  of  them  appear  almoft  beyond  belief,  as 
they  feem  entirely  without  any  motive  to  incite 
to  fuch  barbarities. 

The  firft  objeft  of  his  cruelty,  and  one  that 
will  fcarcely  be  regretted  by  poftcrity,  was  a 
peribn  named  Politus,  who  had  devoted  him- 
fclf  to  death,  in  cafe  the  emperor,  who  was 
then  fick,  fhould  recover.  When  Caligula's 
health  was  re-eftabli(hed,  he  was  informed  of 
the  zeal  of  Politus,  and  aftually  compelled 
him  to  complete  his  vow.  This  ridiculous 
devotee  was,  therefore,  led  round  the  city,  by 
M  2  children. 
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diikircn,  adorned  with  chaplets,  and  then  pov 
to  death,  being  thrown  headlong  from  the  ram- 
pans.  Another,  named  Secundus,  had  vowed 
ID  fight  in  the  amphidieatre  upon  the  (ame  oc« 
cafion.  To  this  he  was  alfo  compelled,  the  em- 
peror himklf  chufmg  to  be  a  fpeftator  of  the 
combat.  However,  he  was  more  fortunate 
than  the  former,  being  fo  iuccefsful  as  to  kill 
his  adveriary,  by  which  he  obtained  a  releaic 
from  his  vow.  Gemellus  was  the  next  who  fuf* 
fered  from  the  tyrant's  inhumanity.  The  pre- 
tence againfl:  him  was,  that  he  had  wifhed  the 
emperor  might  not  recover,  and  that  he  had 
taken  a  counter-pcnlbn  to  lecure  him  from  any 
iecret  attempts  againft  his  life.  Caligula  order- 
ed him  to  kill  himfelf;  but  as  the  unfortunate 
youth  was  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  doing  it, 
the  emperor's  meffengers  foon  inftruded  him  io 
the  fatal  leflbn.  Silenus,  the  emperor's  father- 
in-law,  was  the  next  that  was  put  to  death  upon 
flight  furpicions ;  and  Grtrcinus,  a  fenator  of 
noted  integrity,  refufing  to  witnefs  falfely  againft 
him,  fliarcd  his  fate.  After  followed  a  crowd 
of  viAims  to  the  emperor's  avarice  or  fufpicion. 
The  pretext  againft  them  was  their  enmity  to 
his  family ;  and  In  proof  of  his  accuiarions  he 
produced  th.ci'e  very  memorials,  which  but  a 
while  before  he  pretended  to  have  burnt.  A- 
oiong  ibe  number  of  thofc  who  were  lacrificed 
IO  his  jealoufv,  was  Macro,  thclate  favourite  of 

Tiberius 
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Tihtn}jSy  and  the  pcrfon  to  whom  Caligula  owed 
ills  empire.  He  was  accufed  of  many  crimes, 
fame  of  which  were  conunon  to  the  emperor, 
as  well  as  to  him,  and  his  death  brought  on  the 
min  of  that  favourite's  whole  family. 

Thefe  cruelties,  however,  only  feemed  tht 
firft  fruits  of  a  mind  naturally  timid  and  fufpi- 
dous  :  his  vanity  and  profufion  foon  gave  life 
CO  others  which  were  more  attrocious,  as  they 
iprang  from  Icfs  powtfful  nK)tives,  His  pride 
firft  began  by  afluming  to  himfelf  the  title  of 
ruler,  which  was  ufually  granted  only  to  kings. 
He  would  alfo  have  taken  the  crown  and  dia- 
dem, had  he  not  been  advifed  that  he  was  al- 
feady  fuperior  to  all  the  monarchs  of  the  world. 
Not  long  after  he  aflumed  divine  honours,  and 
gave  himfelf  the  names  of  fuch  divinities  as  he 
thought  moft  agreeable  to  his  nature.  For  this 
purpofc  he  caufed  the  heads  of  the  ftatues  of 
Jupiter  and  fome  other  gods  to  be  ftruck  off, 
and  his  own  to  be  put  in  their  places.  He 
frequently  feated  himfelf  between  Caftor  and 
Pollux,  and  ordered'  that  all  who  came  to  their 
temple  to  worfhip,  fliould  pay  their  adorations 
only  to  him.  However,  fuch  was  the  extrava- 
gmt  inconftancy  of  this  unaccountable  ideot, 
that  he  changed  his  divinity  as  often  as  he 
changed  his  cloaths.  Being  at  one  time  a  male 
deity,  at  another  a  female  -,  fometimes  Jupiter 
or  Mars,  and  not  unfrequcatly  Venus  or  Diana. 
M3  He 
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He  even  built  and  dedicated  a  temple  to  bis 
own  divinity,  in  which  his  (latue  of  gold  wu 
every  day  dreft  in  fimilar  robes  to  thofe  which 
he  himfclf  wore,  ^nd  was  y^orfhipped  by  crowds 
of  adorers.  His  priefls  were  numerous,  the  br 
crifices  made  to  him  were  of  the  moft  exquifiie 
delicacies  that  could  be  procured,  and  the  dig^ 
nity  of  the  priefthood  was  fought  by  the  m^ 
oppulent  men  of  the  city.  However,  he  ad- 
.fnitted  his  wife  and  his4iorfe  to  that  honour  ^ 
and,  to  give  a  finiihing  ftroke  to  his  abfurdipe% 
he  became  a  pried  to  himfelf.  His  method  of 
afTuming  the  manners  of  a  deity  was  not  lels  ri- 
diculous :  he  often  went  out  in  the  full  mooiii 
and  courted  it  in  the  ftyle  of  a  lover.  Hp 
often  invited  it  to  his  bed,  to  tafte  the  plea- 
furc  of  his  embraces.  He  epiployed  many  in- 
ventions to  imitate  thunder,  and  would  fine- 
*  quently  defy  Jupiter,  crying  out  with  a  fpeech 
of  Homer,  "  Do  you  conquer  me,  or  I  wi\ 
**  conquer  you."  He  frequently  pretended  to 
converfe  in  whifpers  with  the  ftatue  of  Jupiter^ 
and  ufually  feemed  angry  at  its  replies ;  threat* 
ening  to  fend  it  packing  into  Greece.  Some- 
times, however,  he  would  aflume  a  better 
temper,  and  feemed  contented  that  they  two 
ihould  dwell  together  in  amity, 

A  perfon  fo  impious  refpc6ling  the  Deity, 
was  ftill  more  criminal  with  regard  to  maq* 
]^e  was  not  lefs  notorious  for  the  depravation 

'^ 
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of  his  appetites,  than  for  his  ridiculous  pre^ 
fumpcions.  Neither  perron,  place,  nor  fex, 
were  obftacles  to  the  indulgence  of  his  un- 
ftacural  lufts.  There  was  fcarce  a  lady  of  any 
qaality  in  Rome  that  efcaped  his  kwdnefs; 
and,  indeed,  fuch  was  the  degeneracy  of  the 
times,  that  there  were  few  ladies  then  who  did 
HOC  think  this  difgrace  an  honour.  He  commit- 
ted inceft  with  his  three  fifters,  and  at  public 
feafts  they  lay  with  their  heads  upon  his  bofom 
by  turns.  Of  thefe  he  proflituted  Livia  and 
Agrippina  to  his  vile  companions,  and  then 
bantflied  them  as  adultrefles  and  confpirators 
againd  his  perfon.  As  for  Drufilla,  he  took 
ber  firom  her  hufband  Longinus,  and  kept  her 
as  his  wife.  Her  he  loved  fo  affedionately, 
that,  being  lick,  he  appointed  her  his  heirefs  of 
his  empire  and  fortune  -,  and  (he  happening  to 
die  before  him,  he  made  her  a  goddefs.  Nor  did 
her  example,  when  living,  appear  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  people  than  her  divinity,  when 
dead.  To  mourn  for  her  death  was  a  crime,  as 
ihe  was  become  a  goddefs ;  and  to  rejoice  for  her 
deity,  was  capital,  becaufe  (he  was  dead.  Nay, 
even  filence  itfelf  was  an  unpardonable  infenfi- 
bility,  either  of  the  emperor's  lofs  or  his  filler's 
advancement.  Thus  he  made  his  fitter  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  profit,  as  before  he  had  done  to  his 
plcafure ;  railing  vaft  fums  of  money  by  grant- 
io^  pardons  to  fome,  and  by  confifcating  the 

M  +  good3      *    . 


iM  THEHISTORYOr 

g6ods  of  others.  As  to  his  marriages^  whether  he 
contrafted  them  with  greater  levity,  or  diflblved 
them  with  greater  injuftice,  is  not  cafy  to  deter- 
mine.  Being  prcfent  at  the  nuptials  of  Livia 
Oriftilla  with  Pifo,  as  foon  as  the  folemnity  was 
over,  he  commanded  her  to  be  brought  to  him 
as  his  own  wife,  and  then  difmift  her  in  a  few 
days.  He  foon  after  went  fo  far  as  to  banifli 
her  upon  fufpicion  of  cohabiting  with  her  hut 
band  after  (lie  was  parted  from  him.  He  tvas 
enamoured  of  LoUia  Paulina,  upon  a  bare  re- 
lation of  her  grandmother's  beauty ;  and  there* 
upon  took  her  from  her  hufband  who  coqi* 
manded  in  Macedonia ;  notwithftanding  which 
he  repudiated  her  as  he  had  done  the  fornier» 
and  like^ife  forbade  her  future  marrying  witk 
any  other.  The  wife  who  caught  his  affi5£tioos 
moft  was  Milonia  Cjefonia,  whofe  chief  merit 
lay  in  her  perfect  acquaintance  with  all  the 
clluring  arts  of  her  fex,  for  (he  was  otherwiie 
poffeil  neither  of  youth  nor  beauty.  She  con- 
tinued with  him  during  his  reign,  and  he  loved 
her  fo  ridiculoufly,  that  he  fometimes  (hewed 
her  to  his  foldiers  drcft  in  armour,  and  fome*' 
times  to  his  companions  (lark  naked  y  fo  that 
his  very  regards  were  a  reproach  to  thofc  whom 
he  wi(hed  to  oblige. 

His  envy  was  ftill  more  deteftable  than  his 
lufts.  We  are  told  that  he  put  Caius  to  death 
for  no  other  crime,    than   becafc  he  wore  a 

purple 
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purple  gown,  the  lullre  of  which  called  off  all 
(he  fcgards  of  the  fpe&ators  from  himfelf.  He 
onkred  feveral  perfons  in  the  city  to  be  (baved, 
for  having  hah:  more  beautiful  than  ordinary. 
Hcordercd  one  ProcQlus,  who  was  remarkable 
for  his  beauty  and  the  tallnefs  of  his  ftature, 
(0  dcicend  into  the  amphitheatre,  and  to  fight 
among  the  combatants  as  a  gladiator.  Procu- 
Iiis  came  pflf  victorious,  having  vanquUhed 
two  HKn  one  after  the  other.  However,  the 
'  tyrant  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  punifhment, 
but  caufed  him  to  be  bound  and  cloathed  in 
ra^  and  then  to  be  led  round  the  city  and  fl^n. 
Bong  prefent  at  the  public  games,  where  a 
particular  gladiator  fucceeded  with  more  than 
ordinary  applaufe,  he  was  fo  highly  difpleafed 
that  he  flung  himfelf  out  of  the  amphitheatre 
in  a  fiiry,  crying  out  with  great  indignation^ 
that  the  Romans  gave  more  honour  to  a  pitiful 
fencer,  than  to  the  emperor  himfelf. 

But  of  all  his  vices,  his  prodigality  was  the 
moft  remarkable,  and  that  which  in  fbme  mea- 
fore  gave  rife  to  the  reft.  The  luxuries  of 
former  emperors  were  fimplicity  itfelf,  when 
ccmipared  to  thofe  which  he  praftifed.  He  con- 
trived new  ways  of  bathing,  where  the  rich- 
eft  oils  and  moft  precious  perfumes  were  ex- 
haufted  with  the  utmoft  profufion.  He  found 
out  difhes  of  immenfe  value,  and  had  even 
jewels,  as  we  are  told,  diflblved  among  his 
I  fauces. 
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fauces.  He,  fomctimcs,  had  fervices  of  pure 
gold  prefented  before  his  guefts  inftead  of 
meat,  oVerving,  That  a  man  ihould  be  an 
ceconomiQ:  or  an  emperor. 

The  expcnfive  manner  in  which  he  main* 
taincd  his  horfe  will  give  feme  idea  of  his  do- 
meflic  orconomy.  He  built  it  a  liable  of  mar* 
h\Cy  and  a  manger  of  ivory.  Whenever  this 
animal,  which  he  called  Incitatus,  was  to  ruii^ 
he  placed  centinels  near  its  liable,  the  night 
preceding,  co  prevent  its  flumbers  from  being 
broken.  He  appointed  it  an  houfe,  furniture^ 
and  a  kitchen,  in  order  to  treat  all  its  vifitors 
with  proper  refpc6l.  The  emperor  ibmedmes 
invited  Incitatus  to  his  own  table,  prelented  it 
with  gilt  oats,  and  wine  in  a  golden  cup.  He 
often  fwore  by  the  fafety  of  his  horfe,  and  it  is 
faid  he  would  have  appointed  it  to  the  coRful- 
Ihip,  had  not  his  death  prevented. 

For  feveral  days  together  he  flung  confidcN 
able  fums  of  money  among  the  people.  He 
ordered  Ihips  of  a  prodigious  bulk  to  be  buik 
of  cedar,  thp  ftcrns  of  ivory  inlaid  with  gold 
and  jewels  the  fails  and  tackling  of  various 
filks,  while  the  decks  were  planted  with  the 
choiccfl  fruit  trees,  under  the  Ihade  of  whick 
he  often  dined.  1  here,  attended  by  all  the  mi- 
nifters  of  his  pleafures,  the  moll  exquifite  fing- 
ers, and  the  moil  beautiful  youths,  he  coalfced 
^ng  the  (hore  of  Campania  with  great  fplen- 
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door.    All  his  buildings  feemed  rather  calcur 
plated  to  raiie  aftoiiilhment,  than  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  utility.     He  ordered  houles  to  be 
Jbuilc  in  the  fea ;  he  cut  his  way  through  rocks 
of  prodigious  bulk ;  he  levelled  mountains,  an4 
/elevated  plains  and  valleys.     But  the  mod  nor 
torious  inftance  of  his  fruitlefs  profufion  was . 
the  vaft  bridge  at  Puteoli,  which  he  undertook 
Jd  the  third  year  of  his  reign.     To  fatisfy  his 
defire  of  being  mafter  as  wpU  of  the  ocean  as 
the  land,  he  caufed  an  infinite  nutpber  of  (hips 
to  be  faftened  to  e^ch  other»  fo  as  to  make  a 
floating  bridge  from  Baid  to  Puteoli,  acrofs  an 
;uin  of  the  lea  three  miles  and  an  half  broad. 
The  Ihips  being  placed  in  two  rows,  in  form 
of  a  crefcent,  were  fecured  to  each  other  with 
auichors,  chains  and  cables.     Oyer  thefe  were 
laid  vaft  quantities  of  timber,  ^d  upon  them 
earth,  fo  as  to  make  the  whole  refemjble  one  of 
the  ftrcets  of  Rome.     He  next  caufed  feveral 
houfes  to  be  built  upon  his  new  bridge,  for 
the  reception  of  himfelf  and  his  attendants,  into 
which  frefh  water  was  conveyed  by  pipes  from 
fhe  land.     He  then  repaired  thither  with  all  his 
court,  attended  by  prodigious  throngs  of  peo- 
ple, who  came  from  all  parts,  to  be  Ipeftators  qf 
fuch  an  eijpenfive  pageant.    It  was  there  that 
Caligula,  adorned  with  all  the  magnificence  of 
eaftem  royalty,  fitting  on  horfcback  with  a  civic 
crown^  and  Alexander's  breaft-plate,  attended 
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by  the  great  officers  of  the  army,  and  sH  iht 
nobility  of  Rome,  entered  at  one  end  of  the 
bridge,  and  with  ridiculous  importance  rode  to 
the  other.  At  night,  the  number  of  torches 
and  other  illuminations  with  which  this  expen- 
five  (Iructure  was  adorned,  caft  fuch  a  gleam  as 
illuminated  the  whole  bay,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains.  This  feemed  to  give  the 
weak  emperor  new  caufe  for  exultation,  boaft- 
ing,  that  he  had  turned  night  into  day,  as  well 
as  Tea  into  land.  The  next  morning  he  i^^ 
rode  over  in  a  triumphant  chariot,  followed  hf 
a  numerous  train  of  charioteers,  and  all  his 
foldiers  in  glittering  armour.  He  then  alccnd- 
cd  a  roftrum  crefted  for  the  occafion,  where 
he  made  a  folemn  oration  in  praife  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  enterprize,  and  the  afliduity  of  his 
workmen  and  his  army.  He  then  difltributed 
rewards  among  his  men,  and  a  fplendid  fcaft 
fucceeded.  However,  there  was  ftill  wanting 
fomething  to  mark  the  difpofition  of  the  migh- 
ty projeftor.  In  the  midft  of  the  entertain- 
ment many  of  his  attendants  were  thrown  into 
the  fea  •,  feveral  (hips  filled  with  fpcftators^ 
were  attacked  and  funk  in  an  hoftile  manner  5 
and,  although  the  majorit}'  efcaped  through  the 
calmnefs  of  the  weather,  yet  many  were  drown- 
ed ;  and  fome  who  endeavoured  to  fave  them- 
fclves  by  climbing  to  the  bridge,  were  (Inick 
down  again  by  the  emperor's  command.     The 
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caimneis  of  the  fea  during  this  pageant,  ^hich 
continued  two  days,  furniihed  Caligula  with 
btSh  opportunities  for  boafting ;  being  heard 
to  fay,  **  That  Neptune  took  care  to  keep  the 
**  ksL  fnKX>th  and  ferene,  nierely  out  of  reve- 
•*  rcncc  to  himfelf." 

Expences  like  thefe,  it  may  naturally  be  fup*  , 

pofed,  muft  have  exhaufted  the  mod  unbound- 
ed wealth :  in  fad:,  after  reigning  about  a  year, 
Caligula  found  his  revenues  totally  exhaufted  ; 
and  a  fortune  of  about  eighteen  millions  of 
our  money,  which  Tiberius  had  amafled  to- 
gether, entirely  fpent  in  extravagance  and  folly. 
Now,  therefore,  his  prodigality  put  him  upon 
new  methods  of  fupplying  the  exchequer ;  and, 
as  before  his  profufion,  fo  now  his  rapacity  be- 
came boundlefs.  He  put  in  pradlice  all  kinds 
of  rapine  and  extortion  -,  while  his  principal 
ftudy  feemed  to  be  the  inventing  new  impofts^ 
and  illicit  confifcations.  Every  thing  was  taxed, 
to  the  very  wages  of  the  meaneft  tradefman. 
He  caufed  freemen  to  purchafe  their  freedom  a 
iecond  time ;  and  poifoned  many  who  had  nam- 
ed him  for  their  heir,  to  have  the  immediate 
pofleflion  of  their  fortunes.  He  fet  up  a  brothel 
in  his  own  palace,  by  which  he  gained  confided 
able  fums  by  all  the  methods  of  proftitution. 
He  alfo  kept  a  gaming  houfe,  in  which  he  him- 
fclf  prefided,  fcrupling  none  of  the  mean  tricks 
of  tha(  reptile  race,  in  order  to  advance  his 

gains^ 
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gains.  On  a  certain  occafion,  having  ha^  I 
run  of  iU  luck,  he  faw  two  rich  knights  pafling 
through  his  court,  upon  which  he  fuddenly 
rofe  up,  and  caufing  both  to  be  apprehended; 
tonfifeated  their  eftaces,  and  then  joining  hil 
former  companions,  boafted  that  he  never  had 
a  better  throw  in  his  life.  Another  time,  waBl> 
ing  money  for  a  ftake,  he  went  down,  and 
caufed  feveral  noblemen  to  be  put  to  deaths 
and  then  returning,  told  the  company.  That 
they  fate  playing  for  trifles,  while  he  had  WOR 
fixty  thoufand  fefterces  at  a  caft.  Having  had 
a  daughter  born,  he  complained  openly  of  his 
poverty,  and  publifhed  an  edi£t  that  he  woaU 
receive  whatever  prefents  fliould  be  fent  hmu 
and  aftually  flood  in  the  portico  of  his  palace, 
to  induce  the  people  to  be  liberal  in  their  do- 
nations. 

Thcfe  methods,  however,  were  but  fubor- 
dmate  to  the  cruelties  by  which  he  acquired 
immenfc  fums.  He  flew  many  of  the  fenate, 
and  afterwards  cited  them  to  appear  as  if  they 
had  killed  themfelves.  He  condemned  many 
perfons  of  the  highefl:  quality  to  dig  in  the 
mines,  and  to  repair  the  high-ways,  for  oficr- 
fag  to  ridicule  his  profiifion.  He  caft  great 
numbers  of  old  and  infirm  men  and  poor  de« 
crepid  houfckeepers  to  wild  beads,  to  free  the 
ftate  from  fuch  unferviceable  citizens.  He 
ufually  fed  his  wild  beafts  with  the  bodies  of 

thole 
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iiok  wretches  whom  he  condemned ;  and  e verf 
enth  day^  lent  off  numbers  of  them  to  b^  thus 
levoured  ;  which  he  jocoiely  called,  Cleaiing 
lis  accounts.  One  o(  thofe  who  was  thus  ex*^^ 
lofed,  crying  out  that  he  was  innocent,  Caligukf 
cdered  his  tongue  to  be  cut  our,  and  then 
brown  into  the  amphitheatre  as  before.  He 
ook  delight  in  killing  men  with  flow  torturest 
bat,  as  he  exprefl:  it,  they  might  feel  them* 
dves  dying ;  being  always  prefent  at  llich  ex* 
cutions,  himfelf  dire^ng  the  duration  of  the 
lunifliment,  and  mitigating  the  tortures,  mere- 
f  to  prolong  them.  In  fadt,  he  valued  him- 
:If  for  no  quality  more  than  this  unrelenting 
emper,  and  inflexible  fevericy  which  he  pre- 
a^ed  while  prefiding  at  an  execution. 

His  barbarous  attempts  at  wit  in  the  midft 
(f  flaughter,  fufficiently  evince  what  little  pain 
\c  felt  from  compaflion.  An  eminent  citizen^ 
k^ho  for  an  indifpofition  had  got  leave  to  retire 
nto  the  ifland  Anticyra,  which  was  a  place  fa- 
nous  for  coring  madnefs  by  hellebore,  defiring 
o  have  his  (lay  prolonged,  Caligula  ordered 
tim  to  be  put  to  death ;  adding,  with  a  fmile. 
That  bleeding  muft  certainly  be  ufeful  to  one 
irho  had  io  long  taken  hellebore  without  fuc- 
cfs.  On^  putting  a  wrong  perfon  to  death  by 
niftake,  upon  finding  his  error,  he  (aid  it  was 
i^ell  done,  for  this  criminal  had  doubtlefs  de- 
brved  to  die  as  well  as  the  other.    This  horrid 

difpofiuon 


176  tttEHISrORYOf 

difpofition  never  forfook'him,  even  in  his  mod 
feftivc  hours :  he  frequently  had  men  racked  be- 
fore him,  while  he  fate  at  meat,  ironically  pity* 
ing  their  misfortunes,  and  blaming  their  execu* 
tioner.     He  always  defired  to  have  the  friends 
and  relations  of  the  fufferer  to  be  prefent  at  thdc 
executions.     Upon  a  certain  occafion  one  of 
them  excufing  himfelf  upon  account  of  ficknelsy 
the  tyrant  fent  a  litter  to  carry  him.   Whenever 
he  kiffed  his  wife  or  miftrefs,  he  generally  laid 
his  hand  on  her  neck,  obferving,  that,  however 
fmooih  and  lovely  it  was,  he  could  take  it  oflT 
wlien  he  pleafed.   Demanding  of  one  whom  he 
had  recalled  from  banifliment,  how  he  employ- 
ed  himfelf  in  his  exile ;  being  told,   that  he 
had  prayed  for  the  death  of  Tiberius,  Caligula 
immediately  concluding  that  all  whom  he  him- 
felf had  baniflied,  wiftied  for  his  death  likewile, 
commanded  that  all  exiles  ihould  be  (lain  with- 
out mercy.     At  one  time,  being  incenfed  with 
the  citizens  of  Rome,  he  wilbed  that  all  the 
Roman  people  had  but  one  neck,    that  he 
might  diipatch  them  at  a  blow. 

Such  infupportable  and  capricious  cruelties 
produced  many  fecret  confpiracies  againft  himi 
but  tliefe  were  for  a  while  deferred,  upon  ac- 
count of  his  intended  expedition  againll  the 
Germans  ind  Brirains,  which  he  undertook  in 
U.C.793-  the  third  year  of  his  reign.  For  this  purpofe, 
"  '^**    he  cauled  numerous  levies  to  be  made  in  all 

parts 
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[kurts  of  the  empire,  and  talked  with  fo  much 
rfolution,  that  it  was  univerfally  believed  he 
irould  conquer  all  before  him.  His  march 
jerfcftly  indicated  the  inequality  of  his  temper  i 
ometimes  it  was  fo  rapid  that  the  cohorts  were 
>bliged  to  leave  their  (landards  behind  them  }, 
ic  other  times  it  was  fo  flow,  that  it  more  re- 
embled  a  pompous  proceflion  than  a  military 
nrpedition.  In  this  difpofition  he  would  caufc 
umfelf  to  be  carried  on  eight  mens  flioulders, 
ind  order  all  the  neighbouring  cities  to  have 
Jicir  ftreets  well  fwept  and  watered,  to  defend 
bim  from  the  duft.  However,  all  thefe  mighty 
preparations  ended  in  nothing.  Inftead  of  con- 
:]ucring  Britain,  he  only  gave  refuge  to  one  of 
tu  banifhed  princes;  and  this  he  defcribed  in 
Ills  letter  to  the  fenate,  as  taking  poflcfllon  of 
the  whole  ifland.  Inftead  of  conquering  Ger- 
oiany,  he  only  led  his  army  to  the  fea-ftiore,  irt  < 

Bauvia.  There,  difpoliiig  his  engines  and  war- 
tike  machines  with  great  folemnity,  and  drawing 
ap  his  men  in  order  of  battle,  he  went  on  board 
bis  galley,  with  which  coaftine  along,  he  com- 
manded his  trumpets  to  found,  and  the  fignal 
to  be  given  as  if  for  an  engagement;  upon 
Rfbich,  his  men,  having  had  previous  orders, 
immediately  fell  to  gathering  the  (hells  that  lay 
upon  the  ftiore  into  their  helmets,  terming 
them  the  fpoils  of  the  conquered  ocean,  worthy 
rf  the  palace  and  the  Capitol,      After  this 
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dooghty  expedition,  calling  his  army  togciW^ 
as  a  general  after  vi£tory»  he  harangued  them  in 
a  pompous  manner,  and  highly  extolled  thtk 
atchicvemcnu -^  and  then  diftributing  mouef 
among  them,  dilniified  them  with  orders  to  be 
joyful,  and  congratulated  them  upon  their 
riches.  But  that  I'uch  exploits  Ihould  not  pais 
without  a  metnorial,  he  caufcd  a  lofty  tower  ta 
becrefted  by  the  feafide,  and  ordered  the  gal- 
leys In  which  he  had  put  to  fea,  to  becoovcTcd 
to  RomCt  in  a  great  mcafure,  by  land 

After  numbcrkfs  inftances  of  folly  and  cro* 
elty  in  this  expedition,  among  which  he  had 
intentions  of  dcltroying  the  whole  army,  ihac 
had  formerly  mutinied  under  his  father  Ger* 
manicus,  he  began  to  think  u(  a  triumph.  Tbe 
lenatc,  who  had  long  been  the  timid  minifltct 
of  hb  pride  and  cnielty,  immediately  let  about 
confuldng  how  fa  fatisfy  his  expeflaciofia^ 
They  tonfidcrtd  that  a  triumph  would,  eireiiKi 
himfelf,  appear  as  a  burkfque  upon  his  tMfCr 
didon :  they,  therefore,  decreed  him  only  aa 
ovation.  Having  come  to  thi&  refolutton,  thej 
&nt  him  a  deputation,  informing  him  of  die 
honours  granted  him,  and  the  decree^  which  waa 
drawn  up  in  terms  of  the  mod  extravagant  adu- 
lation. However,  dseir  Qattery  was  tar  from 
latisfying  his  pride*  He  conlidcred  their  coin 
4u&  rather  as  a  dimunition  of  lijs  powcr»  tbm 
an  addition  to  his  glory.  He,  theicfoit^  ofdeted 

ihem^ 
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tlicm,  on  pain  of  death,  not  to  coikern  them- 
felvcs  with  his  honours  \  and  being  met  by  their 
mcjrcngers  on  the  way,  who  invited  him  to 
come  and  partake  of  the  preparations  which 
Ht  feoate  had  decreed^  he  informed  them  that 
Bwoull  come-,  and  then  laying  his  hand  upon 
^m  Iword^  added,  That  he  would  bring  that  alfo 
wilh  him.     In  this  manner,  either  quite  omit- 

this  triumph,  or  deferrijig  it  to  another 
:,  he  entered  the  city  only  with  an  ovation: 
c  the  ftnate  pafled  the  whole  day  in  accla- 
mmons  in  his  praife,  and  fpeeches  EUed  with 
^  moft  exceffivc  flattery.  This  conduft^  in 
^Be  meafure,  ferved  to  reconcile  him ;  and  foon 
Wk^$  their  cxceffive  zeal  in  his  caufe,  entirely 
giuoed  his  favour.  For  it  happened  that  Pro- 
togcnes,  who  was  one  of  the  moft  intimate^  and 
the  moft  cruel  of  his  favourites,  coming  into  the 
famtfe,  was  fawned  upon  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  fenate,  and  particularly  by  Proculus.  Where- 

Kn^  Protogenes  with  a  fierce  look,  afked  how 
who  was  fuch  an  enemy  to  the  emperor 
Ggyld  be  fuch  a  friend  to  him  ?  There  needed 

troorc  to  excite  the  fenate  againft  Proculus, 
cy  inftandy  feized  upon  him,  and  violently 
tore  him  in  pieces ;  plainly  (hewing  by  their 
condu^  that  tyranny  in  the  prince  produces 
cruelty  in  thofc  whom  he  governs. 
It  was  after  returning  from  his  extravagant 
kioD|  that  he  was  waited  on  by  adepu* 
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tatton  from  the  Jews  of  Alexandria^  who  came 
to  deprecate  his  anger,  for  not  worfhipping  hb 
divinity  as  other  nations  had  done.  He  was 
employed  in  looking  over  fomo  houfes  of  pica- 
fure,  and  giving  directions  to'  the  workmen, 
when  Philo,  the  Jew,  and  the  reft  of  the  cm- 
bafTy,  were  admitted  to  an  audience.  UpoD 
their  approaching  him  with  the  moft  profound 
humility,  he  began  by  calling  them  enemies  to 
the  gods,  and  by  afking  them  how  they  couki 
rtfufe  to  acknowledge  his  divinity?  Upon  their 
replying  that  they  had  facriBced  hecatombs* 
boih  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  empire,  and  his 
recovery  from  fickncfs,  he  replied.  That  thofe 
lacrifices  were  offered  not  to  him,  but  for  hinu 
In  the  mean  time,  while  they  continued  fikntlf 
allonifhcd  «r  Wis  impiety,  he  went  from  room 
to  room,  giving  diredlions  to  his  workmen  con- 
cerning new  improvements,  and  remarking  fuch 
parts  of  the  furniture  as  happened  to  difpleafe 
him.  ]  le  v,'oi:ld  now  and  then  ftop  to  aflc 
lime  extravagant  qucltion.  "  What  can  be  the 
*'  reifon/'cTicd  be, "  that  you  Jews  abftain  from 
"  pork?"  This  qucftion  feemed  fo  very  lively 
to  his  acicnd.iius,  that  they  burft  into  fuch  loud 
lits  of  laughter,  as  obliged  an  officer  who  wis 
prefcnt,  to  reprimand  them.  Philo  was  willing 
to  give  him  all  the  information  he  was  abk 
upon  this  hcaJ,  and  began  by  faying.  That 
iiilTercnt  nations  had  different  cultoms^  thar, 

whik 
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while  the  people  of  one  religion  abftained  from 
pork,  thofe  of  another  never  eat  lamb.  "  Nor 
**  do  I  blame  them,"  cried  Caligula,  "  for  lamb 
••  is  very  bad  eating.  But  tell  me,"  continued 
he,  **  what  pretenfions  have  you  to  be  citizens 
**  of  Alexandria  ?"  Upon  this,  Philo  began 
tQ  enter  into  the  bufinefs  of  his  embafly-,  but 
he  had  fcarce  commenced,  when  Caligula  ab* 
ruptly  left  him,  and  ran  into  a  large  hall,  the 
windows  of  which  he  ordered  to  be  adorned 
with  tranfparent  (lone,  which  was  ufed  by  the 
andents  inftead  of  glafs.  He  then  returned  to 
the  deputies,  and  affuming  a  more  moderate  air, 
"  Well,"  cried  he,  "  let  me  know  what  you 
"  have  to  lay  in  your  defence."  Philo  began 
his  harangue  where  it  had  been  interrupted  be- 
fore; but  Caligula  again  left  him  in  the  midft 
of  it,  and  gave  orders  for  placing  fome  pictures. 
Nothing  can  be  a  more  ftriking  pifture  than 
this,  of  the  manner  in  which  this  monfter  at- 
tended to  the  complaints  of  mankind.  This 
afl^ir  of  the  Jews  remained  undecided  during 
his  reign ;  but  it  was  at  laft  fettled  by  his  fuc- 
ccflbr  to  their  fatisfadion.  It  was  upon  this 
occanon,  that  Philo  made  the  following  re- 
markable anfwer  to  his  alfociates,  who  were 
terrified  with  apprehenfions  from  thecmptror's 
indignation:  **  Fear  nothing,"  cried  he  to 
them  5  **  Caligula,  by  declaring  againft  us,  puts 
♦'  God  on  our  fide." 
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The  continuation  of  this  horrid  reign  ieemcii 
to  threaten  univerfal  calamity:  however,  it 
was  as  (hort  as  it  deferved  to  be.  There  had 
already  been  feveral  confpiracies  formed  to 
deftroy  the  tyrant,  but  without  fuccels.  Thai 
which  at  lad  fucceeded,  in  delivering  the  world 
of  this  monfter,  was  concerted  under  the  in* 
fluence  of  Cafljus  Cherea,  tribune  of  the  pre- 
torian  bands.  This  was  a  man  of  ezperienoed 
courage;  an  ardent  admirer  of  freedom;  todt 
confequently,  an  enemy  tp  tyrants,  Befides  the 
motives  which  he  had  in  common  with  other 
men,  he  had  received  repeated  infults  from  C^ 
ligula,  who  took  all  occafions  of  turning  him 
into  ridicule,  and  impeaching  him  of  cowardice^ 
merely  becaufe  he  happened  to  have  an  cflfe- 
minate  voice.  Whenever  Cherea  came  to  de- 
mand the  watch-word  from  the  emperor,  accord- 
ing  to  cuflom,  he  always  gave  him  either VenuSt 
Adonis,  or  fomcfuch,  implying  effeminacy  and 
foftnefs.  He,  therefore,  fecretly  iniparteid  hia 
defigns  to  feveral  fenators  and  knights,  whom 
he  knew  to  have  received  perfonaj  injures  frDm 
Caligula,  or  to  be  apprehenfive  of  thofe  ta 
come.  Among  the  reft  was  Valerius  AliaticuSi 
whofc  wife  the  emperor  had  debauched.  Aa* 
jiius  Vinicianus  alfo,  who  was  fufpedled  of  hav* 
ing  been  in  a  former  confpiracy,  was  defirousof 
really  engaging  in  the  firft  delign  that  ofiered. 
Befides  thcfe,  were  Clemens,  tl^e  prscfeftj  and 
I  QaUftw, 
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Califtus^  whofc  riches  made  htm  obnoxious  to 
ie  tyrant's  refentmcnt. 

While  thcfe  were  deliberating  i3pon  the  moft 
certain  and  fpeedy  method  of  deftroying  the 
tyrant^  an  unexpeftcd  incident  gave  newftrength 
to  the  confpiracy,  Pompedms^  a  fenator  of 
diftinftion,  having  been  accufed  before  the  em- 
peror^ of  having  fpokcn  of  him  wich  difrepcft^ 
the  informer  cited  one  QiJmtilia>  an  aftrefs, 
10  confirm  his  accufation.  Quintilla,  how* 
cvcr^  was  poflcFed  of  a  degree  of  fortitude 
tioc  eaCly  found,  even  in  the  other  fex.  Sho 
denied  the  faft  with  obftinacy;  and  being  put 
to  the  torture,  at  the  informer*s  requeft,  £hc 
bore  the  fcvereft  torments  of  the  rack  with  un- 
ibiken  conftancy*  But  what  is  moft  remark- 
able of  her  refolution  is,  that  flie  was  ac- 
quainted With  all  the  particulars  of  the  con- 
fpiracy  i  andj  although  Cherea  was  the  perlbn 
appointed  to  prefide  at  her  torture,  fhe  revealed 
nothing  i  on  the  contrary,  when  Ihe  was  led  to 
the  rack,  (he  trod  upon  the  toe  of  one  of  the 
confpirators,  intimating  at  once  her  knowledge 
of  the  confederacy,  and  her  own  refolution  not 
to  divulge  it.  In  this  manner  flie  fuffered, 
until  all  her  limbs  were  diQocated ;  and,  in 
that  deplorable  ftate,  was  prcfented  to  the  em- 
peror, who  ordered  her  a  gratuity  for  what  ihe 
bad  fyffcred.  Cherea  could  now  no  longer 
N  4  contain 
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contain  his  indignation,  at  being  tbus  made  tw 
inftniment  of  a  tyrant's  cruelty.    He»  thever 
fore,  propofed  to  the  confpirators  to  aOBtdt 
him  as  he  went  to  ofier  (acrifices  in  the  Ca;wt)Dt|  * 
or  while  he  was  employed  in  the  lecret  ploiifiiici 
of  his  palace.    The  reft,  however,   wcie  fi 
opinion,  that  it  was  beft  to  fall  upon  him  when 
heihould  be  unattended;  by  which  means  thef 
would  be  more  certain  of  their  fucoeft.    After 
ieveral  deliberations,  it  was  at  laft  reiohred  M 
attack  him  during  the  continuance  of  the  Fi» 
latine  games,  which  lafted  four  days  %  and 
ilrike  the  blow,  when  his  guards  fhouU  [ 
the  lead  opportunity  to  defend  him.    In  ( 
fequence  of  this,  the  three  firft  days  of  die 
games  pafled,  without  afibrding  that  oppof^ 
tunity  which  was  fo  ardently  defired.     Chcm 
now,  therefore,  began  to  apprehend,  that  de- 
ferring the  time  of  the  conlpiracy,  might  be  a 
means  to  divulge  it :  he  even  began  to  dread, 
that  the  honour  of  killing  the  tyrant,  mi^ 
fail  to  the  lot  of  fome  other  perlbn,  more  bold 
than  himfelf.    Wherefore,  he  at  laft  reiolved, 
to  defer  the  execution  of  his  plot  only  to  the 
day   following,    when  Caligula    fiiould  pa& 
through  a  private  gallery,  to  fome  baths,  noC 
far  diftant  from  the  palace. 

The  laft  day  of  the  games  was  more  iplen* 
did  ;haa  the  reft ;  and  Caligula  feemed  more 

fprightly 
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fprighdy  and  condefcending  than  ufual.    He 
cook  great  amufement  in  feeing  the  people 
Icramble  for  the  fruits,    and  other   rarities^ 
thfOWHi  by  his  order,  among  them ;  and  feemed 
DO  way  apprehenfive  of  the  plot  formed  for  his 
deftruftion.     In  the  mean  time,  the  confpiracy 
began  to  tranfpire;  and,  had  he  had  any  friends 
left,  it  could  not  fail  of  being  difcovered.     A 
ienator,  who  was  prefent,  aflcing  one  of  his  ac- 
quaintance if  he  had  heard  any  thing  new,  the 
other  replying  in  the  negative,  "  Then  you  muft 
know,"  fays  he,  "  that  this  day  will  be  reprc- 
fented  the  death  of  a  tyrant.*'    The  other  im- 
mediately underftood  him,  but  dedred  him  to 
be  more  cautious  how  he  divulged  a  fecret  of 
fi>  much  importance.     The  confpirators  waited 
a  great  part  of  the  day  with  the  mod  extreme 
anxiety  ;  and,  at  one  time,  Caligula  feemed  re- 
folved  to  fpend  the  whole  day  without  any  re- 
freihment.    This  unexpefted  delay  entirely  ex- 
afperated  Cherea  -,  and,   had  he  not  been  re- 
ftrained,  he  would  have  gone  and  perpetrated 
his  defign  in  the  midft  of  all  the  people.     Juft 
at  that  inftant,  while  he  was  yet  hcfijating  what 
he  ftiould  do,  Afprenas,  one  of  the  confpirators, 
perfuaded  Caligula  to  go  to  the  bath,  and  take 
fome  flight  refrefliment,  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
reft  of  the  entertainment  with  greater  relifli. 
The  emperor,  therefore,  rifing  up,  the  con- 
fpirators 
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ipirators  ufed  every  precaution  to  keep  off  tW 
throng,  and  to  furround  him,  under  pretence  <^ 
greater  affiduity.  Upon  entering  into  the  Ihde 
vaulted  gallery  that  lol  to  the  bath,  he  was  mcc 
by  a  band  of  Grecian  children,  whahad  been  in- 
ftru£ted  in  finging,  and  were  come  to  perform 
in  his  prefence.  He  was  once  more,  there- 
fore, going  to  return  into  the  theatre  with  them, 
had  not  the  leader  of  the  band  excufed  himfel^ 
as  having  a  cold.  This  was  the  moment  whkh 
Chcrea  feized  to  ftrike  him  to  the  ground^ 
crying  out,  "  Tyrant,  think  upon  this.**  Im- 
mediately after,  the  other  confptrators  ruflied  ui( 
and,  while  the  emperor  continued  to  refift, 
crying  out,  that  he  was  not  yet  dead,  they  dif* 
patched  him  with  thirty  wounds. 

Such  was  the  merited  death  of  Caius  Cali- 
gula, in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  after 
a  (hort  reign  of  three  years,  ten  months,  and 
eight  days.    It  will  be  unncceflary  to  add  any 
thing  more  to  his  charadter,  than  what  Seneca 
fays  of  him :  namely.  That  nature  feemcd  to 
have  brought  him  forth,  to  tt\rw  what  was 
pofTible  to  be  produced,  from  the  greateft  vice^ 
fupported  by  the  greateft  authority.     His  i»l 
and  eloquence  are  applauded  by  fome:  but 
what  could  be  his  tafte  in  cither,  who  con^ 
demned  Virgil  as  a  bad  poet,  and  Livy  as  a 
wretched  hiitorian?  With  him  his  wife  mi 

iniant 
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infmnt  daughter  alfo  pcri(hed  %  the  one  bdng 
M>bed  by  a  centurion,  the  other  having  its 
bnuos  daihed  out  agatnft  the  wall.  His  money 
aMb  was  nielted  down,  by  a  decree  of  the  f<v 
fWtei  and  fuch  precautions  were  taken,  that  all 
ftemed  willing,  that  neither  his  features  nor  his 
Hfiqe  might  far  tr^nfnjitted  to  pofterity, 
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CHAP.         VI. 

CtAifDiusy  the  Fifth  Emperor  of  Rom 

U.C.        A 

794-  jLjL  S  foon  as  the  death  of  Caligula  was  n 
•  ^**  public,  it  produced  the  greateft  confufio 
all  parts  of  the  city.  The  confpirators,  who 
aimed  at  deftroying  a  tyrant,  without  atten 
to  a  fuccefibr,  had  all  fought  fafcty,  by  ret 
to  private  places.  Some  thought  the  repo 
the  emperor's  death,  was  only  an  artiBce  o 
own,  to  fee  how  his  enemies  would  bel 
Others  averred,  that  he  was  ftill  alive, 
adtually  in  a  fair  way  to  recover.  In  thi 
terval  of  torturing  fufpenfe,  the  German  gi 
finding  it  a  convenient  time  to  pillage,  gi 
loofe  to  their  licentioufnefs,  under  a  pret 
of  revenging  the  emperor's  death.  All 
confpirators  and  fenators  that  fell  in 
way,  received  no  mercy :  Afprenas,  Norb 
and  Anteius,  were  cut  in  pieces.  How 
their  rage  at  length  wanting  an  obje^ 
wreak  itielf,  and  their  fervice  a  mafter» 
grew  calm  by  degrees,  and  the  fenate 
permitted  to  aflemble,    in  order  to  dc 
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Wrate  upon  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  in 
&  prdcnt  emergency.* 

In  this  deliberation,  Saturninus,  who  was 
then  eonful,  infifted  much  upon  the  benefits  of 
liberty,  and  talked  in  raptures  of  Cherea's 
Arcitude,  alledging  that  it  deferved  the  nobleft 
itmird.    This  was  a  language  highly  pleafing 
ID  die  fenate,  who  being  long  harrafled  by  the 
cmdty  of  tyrants,  panted  once  more  for  the 
icfloradon  of  their  former  freedom.    Liberty 
mm  became  the  favourite  topic  %  and  they  even 
Tentored  to  talk  of  extinguifliing  the  very  name 
of  Cflclar.    Imprefled  with  this  generous  refo« 
lotion,  they  brought  over  fome  cohorts  of  the 
dty  to  their  fide,  and  boldly  icized  upon  the 
Capitol.    But  it  was  now  too  late  for  Rome  to 
regain  her  priftine  freedom,  the  populace  and 
die  army  oppofed  their  endeavours.     The  for- 
mer were  ftill  mindful  of  their  ancient  hatred  to 
the  fenate,  and  remembered  the  donations  and 
public  fpe£tacles  of  the  emperors  with  regret. 
The  latter  were  fenfible  they  could  have  no 
power  but  in  a  monarchy ;  and  had  fome  hopes 
diat  the  eledlion  of  the  emperor  would  fall  to 
dieir  determination.     In  this  oppofition  of  in* 
ttrtft,  and  variety  of  opinions,  chance  feemed 
at  laft  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  empire.  Some 
ibldiers  happening  to  run  about  the  palace,  dif- 
covcrcd  Claudius,  Caligula's  uncle,  lurking  in 
^fccrtt  place,  where  he  had  hid  himfclf  through 

fear. 
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tc^T,     Of  this  perfonagc*  who  h^  tdiimt^ 
been  defpifcd  tor  his  imbecilicy»  ihey  refalvad 
CO  make  an  emperor;  and  accordingly  carried 
him  upon  their  fhoulders  co  the  camp«  vhefe 
they  proclaimed  him^  at  a  time  be  estpe^ed  oo- 
thlng  but  deaths 

The  fenate  now,  therefore,  perceiving 
force  alone  was  likely  co  fettle  the  ftici 
were  refolvcd  to  fubmit^  fince  ihey 
power  to  oppofc-  Claudius  was  the 
moft  nearly  allied  to  the  iacc  emperor,  theo 
living,  being  the  nephew  of  Tiberius,  and  cbe 
unck  of  Caligula*  The  fenate,  therefore,  paffid 
a  decree,  conHrming  him  in  the  empire  i  ml 
went  foon  after  in  a  body,  to  render  him  thdf 
compulfivc  homage*  Cherea  was  the  6r(l  wlx» 
fell  a  facnfice  to  the  jealoufy  of  this  new  mo- 
oarcb.  He  met  death  with  all  the  fortinsdeof 
an  ancient  Roman^  dcriring  to  die  by  the  fame 
fword  with  which  he  had  killed  Calignb* 
Lupus,  his  friend,  was  put  to  death  wtth 
and  Sabinus,  one  of  the  coflfpimtors»  laid 
lent  hands  on  bimfelf. 

Claudius  was  now  fifty  years  old,  when 
began  to  reign.  The  complicated  drfeaics  of 
his  infancy,  had,  in  fome  meafure,  aScQcd  all 
the  faculties  both  of  bis  body  and  mind.  He 
was  continued  in  a  ftate  of  pupilage  muclilonger 
than  was  ufual  at  that  time  %  and  feetned^  in 
every  part  of  life»   incapable  of  conducting 

himfclf. 
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Umfelf.  ,  Not  that  he  was  entirety  deftituce  of 
undefftimdingt  fmcc  he  htd  mide  a  tolerable 
dcncy  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  Unguagcs, 
c^eii  wrote  ati  hiftory  of  his  own  time  % 
irbkh,  however  dcftitute  of  other  meric^  was 
iiCK  contemptible  in  point  of  ftyle.  Never- 
lide&y  with  this  {hare  of  erudition,  he  was  un- 
ahk  10  advance  himfelf  in  the  flate,  and  feemed 
mtrlf  negkAed,  tiU  he  was  placed  all  at  oooe 

[  the  head  of  affairs* 

The  comcnencennent  of  his  reignt  as  it  was 
with  all  the  other  bad  emperors,  g^ve  the  moft 
promising  hopes  of  an  happy  continuance.  He 
begun  by  p^ing  an  a£l  of  oblivion  for  all  for- 
wr  words  and  adtons,  and  dil'annuUed  all  the 
cniel  edids  of  Caligula*  He  fcewcd  himfclf 
DOlt  moderate  than  his  prcdecefTors  with  w 
gffd  CO  titles  and  honours.  He  tor  bad  all  per- 
fctts,  upon  fcvere  penalties,  to  facrifice  to  him, 
ta  they  had  done  to  Caligula*  He  was  alBdu- 
fm  m  hearing  and  examJning  complaints;  and 
fiequently  adminiftered  jufttcc  in  perfon  ;  tem- 
ptring,  by  his  mildnefs^  the  fevcrity  of  ftriA 
joftice.  We  arc  told  of  his  bringing  a  woman 
a*  acknowledge  her  fon,  by  adjuding  her  to 
nttn^f  him*  The  tribunes  of  the  people  coming 
*^  day  to  attend  him,  when  he  was  on  his 
Wnmal,  he  cowceoufly  excufcd  himfelt^  for 
^  having  room  for  them  to  fit  down.  By  thiJ 
he  fo  much  gained  the  affc&ions  of 

the 
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the  people,  that  upon  a  vague  report  of  hii 
being  flain  by  lurprize,  they  ran  about  the 
lireets^  in  the  titmod  rage  and  conftematioOi 
with  horrid  imprecations  againfl  all  fuch  at 
were  acceflary  to  his  death  %  nor  could  tbcy  be 
appealed,  till  they  were  affured  of  his  Cifcty^ 
He  took  a  more  than  ordinary  care  that  Roine 
Hiouid  be  continually  fupplied  witJi  com  and 
provifions,  fecuring  the  merchants  againft  pi- 
rates.    He  was  not  lefs  afQduous  in  his  butU* 
ings,  in  which  he  exceUed  almolt  all  that  went 
before   hiin.      He    conftrufted   a   wonderful 
aqu^ud,  called  after  his  own  ciame»  nuidi 
furpalTing  any  other  in  Rome,  cither  for  warfc* 
manfhip,  or  plentiful  fupply.   It  brought  water 
from  forty  miles  diftancc,  thmugh  great  moos* 
lainSy  and  over  deep  vallies^  being  built  cm 
ftately  arches^  and  furnKhing  the  higheft  parti 
of  the  city.     He  made  aifo  an  haven  ac  OfttSf 
a  work  of  fuch  immcnfc  cxpence,   thai  his 
fucceflbrs  were  unable  to  maintain  it.     But  his 
greatcH  work  of  all  was,  the  draining  the  lake 
Fucinus^  which  was  the  largeft  in  Italy,  and 
bringing  its  water  into  the  Tyber,  in  OTderCO 
ftrengthen  the  current  of  that  river,     Foref* 
feeing  this^  among  other  vaft  difBculcies,  b^ 
mined  throu^n  a  mountain  of  ftonc,  three  nrito 
broad,  and  kept  thirty  thoufand  men  cmplofcd 
for  eleven  years  together. 


To 
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To  this  folicitudc  for  the  internal  advantages 

bf  the  ftatc,   he  added  that  of  a  watchful 

guardiaflfhip  over  the  provinces.    He  reftored 

Judea  to  Herod  Agrippa,  which  Caligula  had 

taken  from  Herod  Antipas,    his   uncle,  the 

man  who  'had  put  John  the  Baptiil  to  death, 

and  who  was  banilhed  by  order  of  the  prefent 

emperor.     Claudius  alfo  reftored  fuch  princeu 

to  their  kingdoms,  as  had  been  unjuftly  dif- 

poflefled  by  his  predcceflbrs ;  but  deprived 

the  Lycians  and  Rhodians  of  their  liberty,  for 

having. promoted  infurrefbions,  and  crucified 

ibnie  citizens  of  Rome. 

He  even  undertook  to  gratify  the  people  by 
foreign  conqueft.     The  Britons,  who  had,  for 
near  an  hundred  years,  been  left  in  fole  pof- 
idlion  of  their  own  iQand,  began  to  feek  the 
knediation  of  Rome,  to  quell  their  inteftine 
commotions.     The  principal  man,  who  defined 
tofubjedt  his  native  country  to  the  Roman  do- 
imnion,  was  one  Bericus,  who,  by  many  argu- 
ments, pcrfuaded  the  emperor  to  make  a  de- 
fccnt  upon  the  ifland,  magnifying  the  advai> 
tagcs  that  would  attend  the  conqueft  of  it.     In 
purfuance  of  his  advice,  therefore,  Plautius, 
thcprastor,  was  ordered  to  pafs  oyer  into  Gaul, 
^  make  preparations  for  this  great  expedition. 
At  firft,  indeed,  his  foldiers  feemed  backward 
to  embark,  declaring  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  make  war  beyond  the  limits  of  the  world. 
Vol.  II.  O  for 
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for  fo  they  judged  Britain  to  be.     However 

thejr  were  at  lad  perfuaded  to  go;  and  thi 

Britons^  under  the  conduct  of  their  kingCyno 

belinus,  were  fcveral  times  overthrown. 

A.D.  46.  Thcfe  fucccffes  foon  after  induced  Claudiw 
to  go  into  Britain  in  perfon,  upon  pretence  thai 
the  natives  were  ftill  feditious,  and  had  doc 
;  delivered  up  fome  Roman  fugitives,  who  had 
taken  fhcltcr  among  them.  However,  his  ex- 
pedition rather  feemed  calculated  for  (hew  than 
fcrvice  ;  thd  time  he  continued  in  Britain,  whidi 
was  in  all  but  fixteen  days,  was  more  taken  up 
in  receiving  homage,  than  extending  his  cod- 
quefts.  Great  rejoicings  were  made  upon  his 
return  to  Rome :  the  fenate  decreed  him  a 
fplendid  triumph,  triumphal  arches  were  ercA- 
cd  to  his  honour,  and  annual  games  inftituted 
to  commemorate  his  viftorics.  In  the  mean 
time,  tlic  war  was  vigoroufly  profecuted  by 
Plautius  and  his  lieutenant  Vefpafian,  who, 
according  to  Suetonius,  fought  thirty  battks 
with  the  enemy,  and  by  that  means  reduced  a 
part  of  the  ifland  jnto  the  form  of  a  Roman  pro- 
vince!.   However,  this  war  broke  out  afrefii  un- 

A  D  ^^^  ^^^  government  of  Oltorius,  who  fucceedcd 
Plautius.  The  Britons  cither  defpifing  him  for 
want  of  experience,  or  hoping  to  gain  advaft- 
ta^^es  over  a  pt-rfon  newly  come  to  command, 
role  up  in  arms,  and  dlfclaimed  the  RomaD 
power.  The  Iccni,  the  Cangi  and  the  Brigantcs, 
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tnade  a  powerful  refiflance,  though  they*  were 
at  length  overcome-,  but  the  Silures,  or  in- 
habitants of  South  Wales,  under  their  king 
Caradtacus,  were  the  moft  formidable  op- 
ponents the  Roman  generals  had  ever  yet  en- 
countered. This  brave  barbarian  not  only 
made  a  gallant  defence,  but  often  feemed  to 
d^m  a  doubtful  viftofy.  He,  with  great  con- 
duft,  removed  the  feat  of  wat  into  the  moft 
macceffible  parts  of  the  country,  and  for  rrinc 
years  kept  the  Romans  in  continual  alarm. 

This  general,  however,  upon  the  approach 
of  Oftorius,  finding  himfelf  obliged  to  come  to 
I  dccifive  engagement,  addrefled  his  country- 
men with  calm  refolution  ;  telling  them,  that  »  ' 
this  battle  would  either  eftablifli  their  liberty, 
or  confirm  their  fervitude  :  that  they  ought  to 
remember  the  bravery  of  their  anceftors,  by 
whofe  valour  they  were  delivered  from  taxes 
and  tributes,  and  that  this  was  the  time  tp 
ihew  themfelves  equal  to  their  progenitors. 
Nothing,  however,  that  undifciplined  valour 
could  perform,  could  avail  againft  the  conduft 
of  the  Roman  legions.  After  an  obftinate 
fight,  the  Britons  were  entirely  routed ;  the 
^ifc  and  daughter  of  Caraclacus  were  taken  , 
prifoners  •,  and  he  himfelf  fceking  refuge  from 
Cartifmandua,  queen  of  the  Brigantes,  was 
^feacheroufly  delivered  up  to  the  conquerors. 
^^  hen  he  was  brought  to  Rome,  nothing  could 
O  2                       exceed 
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exceed  the  curioficy  of  the  people,  to  behotdF 
a  man  who  had,  for  fo  many  years,  braved  thp 
power  of  the  empire.    On  his  part,  heteftificd 
no  marks  of  b^fe  dejedion -t  but,  «s..h«  ww 
led  through  the  ftreetSi,    happening   cq  qb- 
^prve  the  fplendour  of  every  ob^e£l  around  liiin  i 
••  Alas,"  cried  he,  "  how  is  it  poffible^  du|t 
^  people   poflelTcd  of  fuch    magnificence  * 
*^  home,  could  think  of  envying  Csu:a^HCU$  an 
<^  humble  cottage  in  ^rit^n  !*'  When  he  WPt 
brought  before  the  emperor,  while  the  otbcr 
captives  fued  for  pity,  with  the  moft  «b|cft 
lamentations,  Cara6tacus  ftood  before  the  cii- 
bunal  with  an  intrepid  air,  ^nd  fecmed  father 
willing  to  accept  of  pardon,  than  meanly  IfA- 
citous  of  fuing  for  it.     *^  If,*'  cried  he,  towaidi 
fhe  end  of  bis  (pecch,  ^'  I  had  yielded  imcne- 
♦'  diatcly,  and  without  oppofition,  neither  my 
*^  fortune  would  have  been  remarkable,  nor 
•*  your  glory  memorable :   you  would  hvK 
«<  ceaied  to  be  vidorious,  and  I  had  been  for* 
^gotten.     If  now,  therefore^  you  fpare  my 
*^  life,  I  (hall  continue  a  perpetual  exampk 
•*  of  your  clemency."    Claudius  had  the  genc- 
rolity  to  pardon  him,  and  Oftorius  was  decreed 
a  triumph,  which,  however,  he  did  not  live  (0 
enjoy.     Though  the  Britons  were  thus  hum- 
bled, they  were  by  no  means  entirely  fubdued: 
icveral  new  revolts  enlued  *,   but  the  iiatives 
being   weakened  by  dilTcnlions  among  eicli_ 

ochcr^ 
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other,  were  many  times  orer thrown,  and  molt? 
calily  kept  under,  Thefe  Eranfa^lions  in  Britaiti 
remmucd  during  the  whole  reign  of  Claudius : 
Ms  Brft  expedition  into  Britain  was  in  the  fe^ 
fond  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  viftory  over 
Caradacus  in  the  tenth,  I  have  thrown  them, 
however,  into  one  point  of  view,  to  avoid  in- 
tfrrupting  the  narrative. 

Claudius,  as  I  have  faid,  gave,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  the  higheft  hopes  of  an  happy 
continuance ;  but  he  foon  began  to  leflen  his 
I  care  for  the  public,  and  to  commit  to  his  fa-» 
^Pourices  all  the  concerns  of  the  empire.  This 
Hveak  prince  had  from  his  infancy  been  in  a  ftate 
W^  pupilage ;  and  now,  when  called  to  govern, 
1  he  was  unable  to  aft,  but  under  the  direftioa 
of  others.  Men  of  narrow  capacities,  and  fee- 
ble minds,  are  only  good  or  evil,  as  they  hap- 
pen to  fall  into  the  hands  of  virtuous  or  vicious 
guides  \  and,  unhappily  for  him,  his  directors, 
were,  to  the  laft  degree,  abandoned  and  infa- 
us.  The  chief  of  thcfe,  was  his  wite,  Mefla- 
i,  whofe  name  is  almoft  become  a  common 
appellation  to  women  of  abandoned  charaflers. 
However,  Ihe  was  not  Icfs  remarkable  for  her 
cruellies  than  her  lulls,  as  by  her  intrigues  Ihe 
dellroyed  many  of  the  moft  illuftrious  families 
<^f  Rome.  Subordinate  to  her  were  the  em- 
's freed  men*,  Pallas,  the  treafurer  i  Nar- 
^  the  fecretary  of  ftaie  i  and  Calliftus,  the 
O  z  maftcr 
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maftcr  of  the  requefts.    Thcfc  entirely  govern-*^ 
ed  Clagdius,  fo  that  he  was  only  left  the  iati- 
gues  of  ceremony,  while  they  were  poflSrflcd 
of  all  the  power  of  the  date. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  various 
cruelties  which  thefe  infidious  advifers  oblige^ 
the  feeble  emperor  to  commit :  thofe  againft  his 
Wn  family  will  fufBce.    Appiqs  Silanus,  a  pcr- 
fon  of  great  merit,  who  had  been  married  to 
the  enlperor's  mother- in-law,  was  put  to  death 
vpon  the  fuggeftions  of  Mcflalina.     After  him 
he  flew  both  his  Tons- in- law,  Silanus  and  Pom- 
pey,  and  his  two  neices,  the  Livias,  one  the 
daughter  of  Drufus,  the  other  of  Germanicus } 
and  all  wiihout  permitting  them  to  plead  in  their 
defence,  or  even  without  afligning  any  caufc  for 
his  difplcafure.     Great  numbers  of  others  fell 
a'facrifice  to  the  jealoufy  of  Meflalina  and  her 
minions,  who  bore  fo  great  a  fway  in  the  fbir, 
that  all  offices,  dignities  and  governments,  were 
entirely  at  their  difpofal.     Every  thing  was  put 
to  falc :    they  took  money  for  pardons  and 
penakics  ;  and  accumulated,  by  thefe  means, 
fuch  vad  funis,  that  the  wealth  of  Craflus  was 
confidcrcd  as  nothing  in  comparifon.   One  day, 
the  empcrcr  complaining  that  his  exchequer 
was  cxhauded,  he  was  ludicrouOy  told,  that  it 
might  be  fufHciently  replenifhed,  if  his  two 
freedmen  would   take  him  into  partnership. 
Still,  however,  during  fuch  immenfe  (trides  of 

corrupdoo^ 
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corrcption,  he  regarded  his  favourites  with  the 

higheft  efteem,  and  even  folicited  the  fenate  to 

grant  them  peculiar  marks  of  their  approbation. 

Thcfe  difordcrs  in  the  minifters  of  government 

did  not  fail  to  produce  confpiracies  againft  the 

emperor.     Statius  Corvinus  and  Gallus  Aflinus 

formed  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  y  wo  knights, 

wbofe  names  are  not  told  us,  privately  com- 

Innedto  affaflTmate  him.     But  the  revolt  which 

gave  him  the  greateft  uneafmefs,  and  which 

was  puniflied  with  the  moft  unrelenting  feverity, 

was  that  of  Camillus,  his  lieutenant-governor 

in  Dalmatia.     This  general,  incited  by  many 

of  the  principal  men  of  Rome,  openly  rebelled 

againft  him,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  emperor. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  terrors  of  Claudius, 

upon  being  informed  of  this  revolt :  his  nature 

and  his  crimes  had  difpofcd  him  to  be  more 

cowardly  than  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  fo  that 

when  Camillus  commanded  him  by  his  letters 

to  rclinquifti  the  empire,  and  retire  to  a  private 

ftation,  he  feemed  inclined  to  obey.     Notwith- 

ftanding,  his  fears  upon  this  account  were  foon 

removed  ;  for  the  legions  which  had  declared 

for  Camillus  being  terrified  by  fome  remarkable 

prodigies*  ftiortly  after  abandoned  him ;  fo  that 

^^e  man  whom  but  five  days  before  they  had 

acknowledged  as  emperor,  they  now  thought  it 

^o  infamy  to  deftroy.   The  cruelty  of  Meffalina 

^rjid  her  minions  upon  this  occafion,  feemed  to 

O  4  have 
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have  no  bounds.  They  ib  wrought  upon  tbi 
emperors  fears  and  fufpickms,  that  numbcq 
were  executed  without  tryal  or  proofs  ud 
fcarce  any,  even  of  thofe  who  were  but  fufpeA* 
<rd,  efcaped,  unlefs  by  raniboQing  their  Imt 
with  their  fortunes. 

Among  the  number  who  were  put  to  dcidi 
on  this  occalion,  I  can*t  omit  inentioning  ik 
'  pathetic  cataftrophe  of  Petqs  and  his  £utlifi4 
wife  Arria.    Cecina  Petus  was  one  of  thofe  iMi* 
fortunate  men,  who  joined  with  Camiltus  agpnft 
the  emperor,  and  who,  when  his  aflbciate  w^ 
(lain  by  the  army,  had  endeavoured  to  cfc^ 
into  Dalmatia.    However,  he  was  there  appit^ 
hended,  and  put  on  board  a  (hip  in  order  to  be 
conveyed  to  Rome.    Arria,  who  had  been  kog 
the  partner  of  his  affections  and  misfortunes, 
entreated  his  keepers  to  be  taken  in  the  fame 
veflel  with  her  hufband.  ''  It  is  ufual,''  (be  iaid^ 
^*  to  grant  a  man  of  his  quality  a  few  flaves,  tQ 
^*  drels,  undrefs  and  attend  him ;  I  myfelf  will 
^^  perform  all  thefe  offices,  and  fave  you  the 
••  trouble  of  a  more  numerous  retinue.**    Her 
fidelity,  however^  could  not  prevail.  She  thcvp^ 
fore  hired  a  fifherman's  bark,  and  thus  kepi 
company  with  the  fhip  in  which  her  huiband  wa^ 
conveyed  through  the  voyage.    They  had  aq 
only  fon,  equally  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of 
his  perfon,  and  the  rectitude  of  his  difpofidoe. 
This  youth  died  at  the  time  his  £uhe|*  was  con* 
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fined  to  his  bed  by  a  dangerous  diforder.   How* 
ever,  the  affedionate  Arria  concealed  her  fon's 
death,  and  in  her  vilits  to  her  hufband  teftiSed 
00  marks  of  fadnefs.     Being  aflced  how  her  fon  ' 
did,  fhe  replied  that  he  was  at  reft,  and  only  , 
left  her  hulband*s  chamber  to  give  a  vent  to 
her  tears.    When  Petus  was  condemned  to  die^ 
lod  the  orders  were  that  he  (hould  put  an  end 
tD  his  own  life,  Arria  ufed  every  art  to  infpire 
him  with  refolution^   and  at  length,  finding 
him  continue  timid  and  wavering,  fhe  took  the 
pooiard,  and  ftabbing  herfelf  in  his  prefcnce, 
preiented  it  to  him,  faying,    "  It  gives  me  no 
♦•  pwn,  my  Petus.'* 

By  fuch  cruelties  as  thefe,  the  favourites  of 
die  emperor  endeavoured  to  eftablifli  his  and 
dieir  own  authority  :  but  in  order  to  encreafe 
the  neceffity  of  their  afljftance,  they  laboured 
to  augment  the  greatnefs  of  .his  terrors.     He 
now  became  a  prey  to  jealouJy  and  difquietude. 
Being  one  day  in  the  temple,   and  finding  a 
Iword  that  was  left  their  by  accident,  he  con- 
vened the  fcnate  in  a  fright,  and  informed  them 
rf  hi$  danger.     After  this  he  never  ventured  tQ 
go  to  any  feaft  without  being  furrounded  by  his 
guards,   nor  would  he  fufFer  any  man  to  ap- 
Proach  him  without  a  previous  fearch.     Thus 
Wholly  employed  by  his  anxiety  for  felf-prefer- 
^^tion,  he  entirely  left  the  care  of  the  ftate  tq 
hi^  fevonrites,  who  by  degrees  gave  him  a  re- 

li(h 
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li(h  for  flaughter.  From  this  time,  he  feen 
delighted  with  inflifbing  tortures,  and  oz 
ceruiii  occafion  continued  a  whole  day  at  i 
city  Tibur,  waiting  for  an  hangman  fn 
Rome,  that  he  might  feaft  his  eyes  with  an  ( 
ecution  in  the  manner  of  the  ancients.  Nor  i 
he  lefs  regardlefs  of  the  perfons  he  condemn 
than  cruel  in  the  infliflion  of  their  puniihme 
Such  was  his  extreme  ftupidity,  that  he  wot 
frequently  invite  thofe  to  fupper  whom  he  I; 
put  to  death  but  the  day  before ;  and  ofi 
denied  the  having  given  orders  for  an  cxa 
tion,  but  a  few  hours  after  pronouncing  fi 
tence.  Suetonius  aflurcs  us,  that  there  wi 
no  lefs  than  thirty-five  fenators,  and  above  tb 
hundred  knights,  executed  in  his  reign ;  a 
that  fuch  was  his  unconcern  in  the  midft 
flaughter,  that  one  of  his  tribunes  bringing  h 
an  account  of  a  certain  fcnator  who  was  < 
ecuted,  he  quite  forgot  his  offence,  but  calr 
acquiefced  in  his  punilhment. 

In  this  manner  was  Claudius  urged  on 
Meflalina  to  commit  cruelties,  which  he  a 
fidcrcd  only  as  wholefome  feveritics,  while 
the  mean  time,  (he  put  no  bounds  to  her  en 
mities.  The  impunity  of  her  pad  vices  oi 
encrcafing  her  confidence  to  commit  new,  ! 
debaucheries  now  became  every  day  more  no 
rious,  and  her  Icwdnefs  exceeded  what  had  cy 
been  fccp  in  Rome.     She  chofc  her  paramoi 

throu; 
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wantonneis,  and  then  facrificcd  them 
.  caprice.     She  caufed  fome  women  of 

quality  to  commit  adultery  in  the  prc- 
*  their  hulbands,  and  deftroyedi  fuch  as 

to  comply.  After  appearing  for  fome 
i£itiable  in  her  defires,  (he  at  length 
rr  affedlions  upon  Caius  Silius,  the  moft 
il  youth  in  Rome.    As  all  her  paiiions 

extreme,  her  love  for  thisyoung  Ro- 
med  to  amount  even  to  madneis.     She 

him  to  divorce  his  wife  Junia  Syllana, 
z  might  entirely  pofTefs  him  herfelf. 
liged  him  to  accept  of  immenfe  trca- 
uid  valuable  prefents,  cohabiting  with 

the  molt  open  manner,  and  treating 
h  the  moft  fhamelefs  familiarity.  The 
perial  ornaments  were  transferred  to  his 
and  the  emperor's  flaves  and  attendants 
lers  to  wait  upon  the  adulterer.  Nothing 
nting  to  complete  the  infolence  of  their 
t,  but  their  being  married  together,  and 
s  foon  after  effcfted.  They  relied  upon 
peror's  imbecility  for  fccurity,  and  only 
till  he  retired  to  Oftia  to  put  their  ill- 

projeft  into  execution.  In  his  abfencc 
lebrated  their  nuptials  with  all  the  cere*  . 

and  fplendour  which  attend  the  moft 
nt  fecurity.  MefTalina  giving  a  loofe  to 
Hon,  appeared  as  a  Bacchanalian  with  a 

in  her  hand  ;  while  Silius  aflumed  the 
3  (haraAer 
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tharaAer  of  Bacchus^  his  bodj  being 
with  robes  imiutitig  ivy^  and  hb  kgi  < 
with  buikins.  A  troop  of  fiDgers  and  daiioen 
Attended,  Who  heightened  the  rerd  with  thp 
moft  lafcirious  fonga  and  the  mod:  ifidlxtlil 
attitudes.  In  the  m^ft  of  this  riot,  one  VakU^ 
m  buffboiv  is  &id  to  have  climbed  a  tree ;  anf 
being  demanded  what  he  faw,  atifweftd  tfaaK 
he  perceived  a  dreadful  ftorm  coming  tnMh 
Oftia.  What  this  fellow  fpoke  at  randotn,  wil 
adually  at  that  time  in  preparation.  It  fkom 
that  fomc  time  before,  as  the  friendlhipi  ef 
the  vicious  are  always  of  fhort  duratiotfy  diett 
had  tieen  a  quarrel  between  Meflalina  and  Na^ 
ciflus,  the  emperor's  firft  freed-man.  Thil 
fubtile  minifter,  therefofe,  defired  nothing  ttmt 
than  an  opportunity  of  ruining  the  emprels,  and 
lie  judged  this  to  be  a  moft  favourable  occafkA. 
He  firft  made  the  difcovcfy,  by  mcani  of  (wft 
(oncubines  who  attended  the  emperor,  wbtf 
were  inftrufted  to  inform  him  of  MeffiUioi^ 
marriage,  as  the  news  of  the  day,  while  Vik 
ciflus  himfelf  ftept  in  to  confirm  their  ififixw 
mation.  Finding  that  it  operated  upon  Aft 
emperor's  fears  as  he  could  wiih,  he  reloiVCdl)^ 
alarm  him  ftill  more  by  a  difcovery  of  all  Mef^ 
falina's  projeAs  and  attempts.  Heaggravattd 
the  danger,  and  urged  the  expediency  of  fyteA' 
ily  punilhing  the  delinquents.  Claudius,  ppuBb 
terrified  at  fo  unexpeAed  a  relation>  fuj^^^Ad 

0« 
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B  the  cneoiy  was  alr^y  ac  his  gatcst  ^ci 
squcntly  interrupted  his  freedmeot  by  afking 
he  va3  ftiU  mafter  of  the  empire*  Being  af^ 
red  that  he  yet  had  it  in  his  power  to  contt- 
le  fin  he  reiblved  to  gp  aad  puniCh  the  aflSxmt 
feftd  to  his  dignity  without  deby.  Nothing 
qld  exceed  the  conflernation  of  MeflfiUina  and 
r  choi^htlels  companions,  upon  being  in- 
nnedtlMtt  tlie  emperor  was  coming  to  difturb 
rir  ieftivity.  Every  one  retired  in  the  utmoft . 
ofufioD.  Silius  was  taketu  Meflalina  took 
elter  in  fome  gardens  formerly  belonging  to 
ucuUusy  but  which  (he  had  lately  feized  upoo^ 
lYing  expelled  Aliaticua  the  true  owner,  and 
It  him  CO  death.  From  thence  (he  fent  Bri« 
pnicus,  her  only  fon  by  the  emperor,  with 
ftavia  her  daught-er,  to  intercede  for  her,  and 
iplore  his  mercy.  She  ibon  after  followed 
lOn  herfelf :  but  NarcifTus  had  fo  fortiBed  the 
nperor  againft  her  arts,  and  contrived  fuch 
ethods  of  diverting  his  attention  ;^m  her 
dfence,  that  ihe  was  obliged  to  rcfire  in  de- 
Air.  NarcifTus  being  thus  £at  fucc  isful,  led 
budius  to  the  houfe  of  the  adulterer,  there 
tcwed  him  the  apartments  adorned  mxh  tlie 
oils  of  his  own  palace  ^  and  then  conc'U^ing 
m  to  the  prastorian  camp,  revived  his  cpurage 
f  giving  him  aflurances  of  the  readioeis  of  the 
llEtiers  to  defend  him.  ,  Having  thus  artfully 
lought  upon  his  fears  and  refentment,  the 

wretched 
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wretched  Silius  was  commanded  to  appear,  whtf 
making  no  defence,  was  inftantly  put  to  death 
in  the  emperor's  prefence*  Several  others 
fhared  the  fame  £ate,  but  MefTalina  ftiU  fla^ 
tered  herfelf  with  hopes  of  pardon.  She  r&« 
folved  to  leave  neither  prayers  nor  tears  unat* 
tempted  to  appeafe  the  emperor.  She  fomc* 
times  even  gave  a  loofe  to  her  refentmeot^ 
and  threatened  her  accufers  with  vengeance. 
Nor  did  (he  want  ground  for  entertaining  the 
mofl  favourable  expedations.  Claudius  hav* 
ihg  returned  from  the  execution  of  her  panh 
mour,  and  having  allayed  his  refentment  in  a 
banquet,  began  to  relent.  He  now,  there- 
fore, commanded  his  attendants  to  apprize  tlias 
miferable  creature,  meaning  MefTalina,  of  hil 
refolution  to  hear  her  accusation  the  next  day, 
and  ordered  her  to  be  in  readinefs  with  her  de- 
fence. The  permiffion  to  defend  herfelf  would 
have  been  fatal  to  Narciflus,  wherefore  he 
ruflied  out,  and  ordered  the  tribunes  and  cen- 
turions who  were  in  readinefs,  to  execute  her 
immediately  by  the  emperor's  command.  Upon 
their  arrival  at  the  gardens,  where  (he  ftill  con- 
tinued, they  found  her  ftretched  upon  the 
ground,  attended  by  her  mother  Lepida,  who 
exhorted  her  to  prevent  her  punifhment  by  a 
voluntary  death.  But  this  unfortunate  woman 
was  too  much  foftened  by  luxury,  to  be  able 
CO  face  death  without  terror.  Inflead  o£  for- 
tifying 
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ig  her  rdblution  to  meet  the  blow,  (he  Oli- 
ve way  to  tears  and  unpitied  diftrefs.     At 
h,  taking  a  fword  from  one  of  the  foldiers, 
»ut  it  to  her  bread;  but  her  fears  ftill  pro* 
ing  the  blow,  the  tribune  ran  her  through 
body,  and  (b  difpatched  her.    Claudius 
mmediately  informed  of  her  death,  in  the 
b  of  his  banquet ;  but  this  infenfible  ideot 
ed  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  emotion, 
continued  at  table  with  his  ufual  tranquil- 
while  neither  the  love  he  bore  her,  the 
>f  her  accufers,  nor  the  forrow  of  his  chil- 
,  had  the  leaft  effeft  upon  his  temper.  As 
xx)f,  however,  that  this  proceded  rather 
I  ftupidity  than  fortitude,  the  day  foUow- 
while  he  was  fitting  at  table,  he  afkcd  why 
lalina  was  abfenr,  as  if  he  had  totally  for- 
en  her  crimes  and  her  punifliment. 
laudius,  being  now  a  widower,  declared 
lickly,  that  as  he  had  been  hitherto  unfortu- 
in  his  marriages  he  would  remain  fingle 
:he  future,  and  that  he  would  be  contented 
brfeit  his  life,  in  cafe  he  broke  his  refolu- 
.     However,  the  refolutions  of  Claudius 
t  but  of  (hort  continuance.     Having  been 
iftomed  to  live  under  the  controul  of  wo- 
I,  his  prefcnt  freedom  was  become  irkfome 
im,  and  he  was  entirely  unable  to  live  with- 
a  direftor.     His  freedmen,  therefore,  per- 
ing  his  inclinations,  refblved  to  procure  him 

another 
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another  wife ;   and,   after  ibme  ddibentiddi 

they  fixed  upon  Agrippina,  the  daughter  of  Us 

brother  Gertnanicus.    This  woman  was  moti 

pra£tiied  in  vice  than  even  the  former  cmprels. 

Her  cruelties  were  more  daitgerous»  as  dicf 

were  direded  with  greater  caution:   flie  hsd 

poifoned  her  former  hulband^  to  be  at  Ubertjr 

to  attend  the  calk  of  ambition ;  and,  pcrSoBOf 

acquainted  with  all  the  infirmities  of  Claudioi^ 

only  made  ufe  of  his  power  to  advance  ha 

own.     However,    as  the  late  declaration  fl^  . 

Claudius  fcemed  to  be  an  oUtacle  to  his 

rying  again,  perfons  were  ful)omed  to 

in  the  fcnate,  that  he  fliould  be  compelled  la 

take  a  wife,  as  a  matter  of  great  impoatmM 

to  the  commonwealth ;  and  fome  more  detcP* 

mined  Batterers  than  the  reft,  left  the  h6ufc^ 

as  with  a  thorough  rclblution,  that  inftant*  is 

conftrain  him.     When  this  decree  (by  whidi 

alfo  inceftuous  marriages  were  made  l&wfid) 

paft  in  the  fenate,  Claudius  had  fcarce  padence 

to  contain  himfelf  a  day  befbre  the  celebratjoa 

of  (lis  nuptials.    But  fuch  was  the  dete&atiaB 

in  which  the  people  in  general  held  theie  Uh 

ceduous   matches,  that,    though   they   wers 

made  lawful,  yet  only  one  of  his  tributes^  aad 

one  of  his  freedmen  were  found  bafe  enou^ 

to  follow  his  example. 

Claudius  having  now  r^eived  a  new  dircdoff 
fubmitted  with  more  implicit  obedience  than 
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any  former  part  of  his  reign.  Agrippina's 
lef  aims  were  to  gain  the  fucceflion  in  favour 
her  own  fon  Nero,  and  to  fet  afide  the  clsums 
young  BritannicuS)  fon  to  the  emperor  and  . 
rflfalina.  For  this  purpofe  fhe  married  Nero 
the  emperor's  daughter  Oftavia,  a  few  days 
cr  her  own  marriage.  Not  long  after  this, 
I  urged'  the  emperor  to  (trengthen  the  fuc- 
fion,  in  imiution  of  his  predeceflbrs,  by 
iking  a  new  adoption,  and  advifed  him  to 
;c  in  her  fon  Nero,  in  fome  meafure  jo 
ride  the  fatigues  of  government.  The 
hk  prince,  who  had  no  difcernment  nor 
Jicc  but  what  were  infufed  into  him,  imme- 
Dcly  yielded  to  her  perfuafions,  and  adopt- 
Ncro  in  preference  of  his  only  fon  Britanni- 
I.  Her  next  care  was  to  encreafe  her  fon's 
pularity,  by  giving  him  Seneca  for  a  tutor. 
lis  excellent  man,  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  had  - 
:n  banilhed  into  the  ifland  of  Corfica  by 
ludius,  upon  the  falfe  teftimony  of  Meffa- 
a,  who  had  accufed  him  of  adultery  with 
iia,  the  emperor's  niece.  The  people  loved 
1  admired  him  for  his  genius,  but  ftill  more 
•  his  ftria  morality ;  and  a  part  of  his  re- 
lation therefore  neceflarily  devolved  to  his 
pil.  This  fubtle  woman  was  not  lefs  afli- 
ous  in  pretending  the  utmofl:  afFeftion  for 
itannicus ;  whom,  however,  (he  rcfolved  at 
proper  time  to  deftroy;   but  her  jealoufy  ' 

Vol.  IL  P  wa$ 
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was  not  conEned  to  this  child  only ;  (he,  fhortif 
sifter  her  acceflion,  procured  the  deaths  of  f> 
veral  ladies  who  had  been  her  rivals  in  the  em- 
peror's affections.  She  difplaced  the  captains 
of  the  guard,  and  appointed  Burrhus  to  that 
command  v  a  perfon  of  great  military  know* 
ledge,  and  (Irongly  attached  to  her  intcrefts. 
U.  C.  From  that  time,  Ihe  took  lefs  pains  to  diA 
7^0.  guife  her  power,  and  frequently  entered  the 
A,D.  52.  Capitol  in  a  chariot  5  a  privilege  which  none 
before  were  allowed,  except  thofe  of  the  facer- 
dotal  order. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  this  monarch's  re^ 
flie  perfuaded  him  to  reftorc  liberty  to  the  Rho» 
dians,  of  which  he  had  deprived  themlraw 
years  before  •,  and  to  remit  the  taxes  of  the  d* 
tizens  of  Ilium,  as  having  been  the  progenifioii 
of  Rome.  Her  defign  in  this  was  to  encreaie 
the  popularity  of  Nero,  who  pleaded  the  caufe 
of  both  with  great  approbation.  Thus  did 
this  ambitious  woman  take  every  ftcp  to  ig- 
grandize  her  fon,  and  was  even  contented  to 
become  hateful  herfelf  to  the  public^  merely 
to  encreafe  his  popularity.  Being  one  day  told 
by  an  altrologer,  that  he  would  be  emperor, 
and  yet  the  caufe  of  .  her  death  -,  "  Let  him 
*'  kill  me,"  anfwercd  (he,  "  provided  he  but 
**  reigns."     Occidet  dum  impcrat. 

Such  a  very  immoderate  abufc  of  her  power, 
ierved  at  laft  to  awaken  the  emperor's  fufpickxis. 

Agrip- 
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Agrippina's  imperious  temper  began  to  grow 
ihfupportable  to  him  ;  and  he  was  heard  to  de- 
Uare,  when  heated  with  wine,  That  it  was  his 
fete  to  fuffcr  the  diforders  of  his  wives,  and 
to  be  their  executioner.  This  expreffion  funk 
'deep  on  her  mind,  and  engaged  all  her  facul- 
ti<s  to  jjreVent  the  blow.  Her  firft  care  was 
to  remove  Nirciflus,  whom  fhe  hated  upon 
many  ac'cduntsi  but  particularly  for  his  at- 
tachment to  Claudius.  This  minifter,  for 
fomc  time^  opfibfcd  her  defigns  -,  but  at  length 
thought  fit  to  retire  by  a  voluntary  exile  intc^ 
Campaiiii.  The  unhappy  emperor,  thuS  ex* 
p6fed  to  all  the  nlachinations  of  his  infidious 
%>rfrort,  feemed  entirely  regardlefs  of  the  dan- 
gers that  threatened  his  deftruftiori.  His  af- 
fections for  Britannicus  were  perceived  every 
day  to  encreafe,  and  fcrved  alfo  to  encreafe  the 
♦igilance  of  Agrippina,  and  add  ftings  to  her 
jcaloufy.  She  now,  therefore,  refolved  riot  td 
defer  a  crime  which  file  had  meditated  a 
long  while  before  j  namely,  that  of  pdifori- 
!ng  her  hufi)and.  She  for  fome  timcf,  how- 
ever, debated  with  herfclf  in  what  manner  fli« 
fhould  adminifter  the  poifon ;  as  flie  feared 
too  ftrong  a  dofc  would  difcovcr  her  treach- 
ery, and  one  too  weak  might  fail  of  its  effcft; 
At  length  ftie  determined  upon  a  poifon  of  An- 
gular efficacy  to  deftroy  his  intellefts,  and  yet- 
not  fuddenly  to  terminate  his  life.  As  fiie  had 
P  2  bceri 
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been  long  converfant  in  this  horrid  pnB&Ce^ 
ihe  applied  to  a  woman  called  Locufla,  ooto- 
nous  for  aflifting  on  fuch  occalions.  The  poi* 
ion  was  given  the  emperor  among,  mulhroom^ 
a  di(h  he  was  particularly  fond  of.  Shoitij 
after  havmg  eaten,  he  dropped  down  inlenfible  i 
but  this  caufed  no  alarm,  as  it  was  ufual  with 
him  to  fit  eating  till  he  had  ftupified  all  hii 
faculties,  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off 
to  his  bed  from  the  table.  However,  hii 
conftitution  feemed  to  overcome  the  efiofts 
of  the  potion,  when  Agrippina  relblvcd  to 
niake  fure  of  him ;  wherefore  (he  dircded  a 
wretched  phyfician,  who  was  her  creature,  to 
thruft  a  poifoned  feather  down  his  throat,  under 
pretence  of  making  him  vomit,  and  this  dif* 
patched  him« 

The  reign  of  this  emperor,  feeble  and  im* 
potent  as  he  was,  produced  no  great  calamidp 
,  in  the  ftate,  fince  his  cruelties  were  chiefly  l5 
veiled  at  thofc  about  his  perfon.  The  lift  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Rome  at  this  time  amounted  to 
fix  miliion  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  thou* 
land  fouls ;  a  number  equal,  perhaps  to  all  the 
jxrople  of  t.ngland  at  this  day.  In  fuch  a  con- 
courfe,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  every  virtue 
and  every  vice  muft  come  to  their  higheft 
pitch  of  refinement ;  and,  in  fa£b,  the  conduA 
of  Seneca  feems  an  inftance  of  the  former,  and 
that  of  Meflalina  of  the  latter.    However,  the 

genefal 
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general  charader  of  the  times  was  that  of  cor- 
niption  and  luxury  j  for  wherever  there  is  a 
great  fuperfluity  of  wealth,  there  will  alio  be 
fecn  a  thoufand  vicious  modes  of  exhaufting 
k.  The  military  fpirit  of  Rome,  though  much 
idaxed  from  its  former  feverity,  ftill  continued 
to  awe  mankind ;  and  though  during  this  reign» 
the  world  might  be  juftly  faid  to  be  without  a 
head,  yet  the  terror  of  the  Roman  name  alone 
Ixpt  mankind  in  their  obedience. 
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CHAP.       VIT.' 

NiSRo,    the  Sixth  £mpero{i  of  Rome. 

U.C.  VjLAUDIUS  being  deftroyed,  Agn> 
^•^•^'55*  P^"^  ^^^^  every  precaution  to  conceal  his  death 
from  the  public,  until  (he  had  fettled  her  mca- 
fures  for  fecuring  the  fucceflion.  A  ftrong 
guard  was  placed  at  all  the  avenues  of  the  pa- 
lace, while  ftie  atnufcd  the  people  with  various 
reports;  at  one  tinfie  giving  out  that  he  wai 
ftill  alive ;  at  another,  that  he  was  recovering. 
In  the  mean  while,  (he  made  fureof  the  perfbn 
of  young  Britannicus,  under  pretence  of  af- 
fcftion  for  him.  Like  one  overcome  with  the 
extremity  of  her  grief,  Ihe  held  the  child  iq 
her  arms^  calling  him  the  dear  image  of  his 
father,  and  thus  preventing  his  efcapc.  She 
ufed  the  fame  precautions  with  regard  to  hif 
lifters,  Odtavia  and  Antonia;  and  even  or- 
dered an  entertainment  in  the  palace,  as  if  to 
amufe  the  emperor.  At  laft,  when  all  things 
were  adjufted,  the  palace  gates  were  thrown 
ppen,  and  Nero,  accompanied  by  Burrhus, 
prefed  of  the  praetorian  guards,  iffued  to  re- 
ceive the  congratulations  of  the  people  and  the 
vmy.  The  cohort  then  attending,  proclaimed 

I  him 
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him  with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  though  not 
without  making  fome  enquiries  after  Britanni- 
cus.  He  was  carried  in  a  chariot  to  the  reft  of 
the  army ;  where,  having  made  a  fpeech  proper 
for  the  occafion,and  promifmg  them  a  donation, 
in  the  manner  of  his  predcceflbrs,  he  was  de- 
clared emperor  by  the  army,  the  fenate  and 
the  people. 

Nero's  firft  care  was,  to  Ihew  all  pofllble  rc- 
fpcft  to  the  deceafed  emperor,  in  order  to  co- 
ver the  guilt  of  his  death.  His  obfcquies  were 
performed  with  a  pomp,  equal  to  that  of  Au- 
guftus :  the  young  emperor  pronounced  his  fu-" 
oeral  oration,  and  He  was  canonized  among  the 
gods,  who  fcarce  deferved  the  name  of  man. 
The  funeral  oration,  though  fpoken  by  Nero, 
was  drawn  up  by  Seneca  *,  and  it  was  remarked, 
that  this  was  the  firft  time  a  Roman  emperor 
needed  the  affiftance  of  another's  eloquence. 

Nero,  though  but  feventeen  years  of  age, 
began  his  reign  with  the  general  approbation  of 
mankind.  As  he  owed  the  empire  to  Agrip- 
pina,  fo,  in  the  beginning,  he  fubmitted  to 
her  directions  with  the  mod  implicit  obedience. 
On  her  part,  (he  feemed  refolved  on  governing 
with  her  natural  ferocity,  and  confidercd  her 
privace  animofities  as  the  only  rule  to  guide  her 
in  public  juftice.  Immediately  after  the  death 
of  Claudius,  (he  caufed  Silanus,  the  pro-con- 
jflil  of  Alia,  to  be  afTaffinated  upon  very  flight 
P  4  fufpicions. 
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fufpicions,  and  without  ever  acquainting  tbr 
emperor  with  her  defign.  The  next  objed  of 
her  rcfentment  was  Narciffus,  the  late  empe* 
ror*s  favourite  -,  a  man  equally  notorious  fbr 
the  greatnefs  of  his  wealth,  and  the  number  of 
his  crimes.  He  was  obliged  to  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  by  Agrippina*s  order,  although  Nero 
refufed  his  confent. 

This  bloody  outfet  would  have  been  followed 
by  many  feverities  of  the  fame  nature,  had  not 
Seneca  and  Burrhus,  the  emperor's  tutor  and 
general,  oppofed.  Thefe  worthy  men,  although 
they  owed  their  rife  to  the  emprefs,  were  above 
being  the  inftruments  of  her  cruelty.  They, 
therefore,  combined  together  in  an  oppofitioOt 
and  gaining  the  young  emperor  on  their  fide, 
formed  a  plan  of  power,  at  once  the  moft  mer- 
ciful and  wife.  The  beginning  of  this  nM>- 
narch's  reign,  while  he  continued  to  a&  by 
their  counfels,  has  always  been  confidercd  as  a 
model  for  fuccecding  princes  to  govern  by.  The 
famous  emperor  Trajan  ufed  to  fay,  **  That 
♦'  for  the  firft  five  years  of  this  prince,  all  other 
♦*  governments  came  Ihort  of  his."  In  faft,  the 
young  monarch  knew  fo  ^ell  how  to  conceal 
his  innate  deprayity,  that  his  neareft  friends 
could  fcarce  perceive  his  virtues  to  be  aC> 
fumed.  He  appeared  juft,  liberal,  and  humane. 
When  a  warrant  for  the  execution  of  a  criminil 
yf;is  brought  him  to  be  figned^  he  was  hearc} 
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out,  with  feeming  concern,  "  Would  to 
vcn  that  I  had  never  learned  to  write." 
mate,  upon  a  certain  occalion,  giving 
eir  applaufe,  for  the  regularity  and  juftice 
adminiftration,  he  replied,  with  lingular 
ty,  "  That  they  fliould  defer  their  thanks 
ic  had  deferved  them/'  His  condefccn- 
id  affability  were  not  lefs  than  his  other 
s;  fo  that  the  Romans  began  to  think, 
leaven  had  fent  them  a  prince,  whole 
icy  would  compenfate  for  the  tyranny  of 
rdeceifors. 

he  mean  time,  Agrippina,  who  was  ex* 
I  from  any  (hare  in  government,  at- 
sd,  by  every  polTible  method,  to  main- 
•r  declining  power.  Perceiving  that -her 
i  fallen  in  love  with  a  freed- woman,  nanied 
and  dreading  the  influence  of  a  concu- 
(he  tried  every  art  to  prevent  his  growing 
1.     However,  in  fo  corrupt  a  court,  ic 

0  difficult  matter  for  the  emperor  to  find 
confidants,  ready  to  aOifi:  him  in  his 
1.  The  g:ratification  of  his  paffion,  there- 
in this  inftance,  only  ferved  to  increafc 
tred  for  the  cmprels.  Nor  was  it  long 
;  he  gave  evident  marks  of  his  dilbbedi* 

by  difplacing  Pallas,  her  chief  favourite. 
J   upon  This  occauon,  that  fhc  firlc  per- 

1  the  total  ucckniion  of  her  authority, 
threw  her  into  the  moft  ungovernable 

fury. 
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fury.     In  order  to  give  terror  to  her  n^^  fbt 
proclaimed  that  Britannicus,   the  real  heir  CO 
the  throne,  was  ftill  Uving,  and  in  a  condtliaD 
to  receive  his  father's  empire,  which  was  now 
poflefTed  by  an  ufurper.     She  threatened  to  go 
to  the  camp,  and  there  expofe  his  baieneis  afl4  ' 
her  own,  invoking  all  the  furies  to  her  affift- 
ance.      Thefe  menaces  ferved  to  alarm  the 
fufpicions  of  Nero;   who,  though  appareodf 
guided  by  his  governors,  yet  already  began  to 
give  way  to  his  natural  depravity.     He,  there^ 
fore,  determined  upon  the  death  of  Britanniaisi 
and  contrived  to  have  him  poifoned  at  a  puUic 
banquet.     Agrippina,  however,  ftill  retained 
her  natural  ferocity,  (he  took  every  opportuiuty 
of  obliging  and  flattering  the  tribunes  and  oen* 
turions;  (he  heaped  up  treafures,  with  t  n- 
pacity  beyond  her  natural  avarice  ^    all  her 
adions  feemed  calculated  to  raife  a  faftion,  and 
make  herfelf  formidable  to  the  emperor.  yThcit- 
upon,  Nero  commanded  her  German  guard  tb 
be  taken  from  her,  and  obliged  her  to  lodge  oiK 
of  the  palace.    Ha  alfo  forbid  particular  per* 
fons  from  vifiting  her,  and  went  himfelf  but 
rarely  and  ceremonioufly  to  pay  her  his  rcfpeAs. 
She  now,  therefore,  began  to  6nd,  that,  with 
the  emperor's  favour,  (he  had  loft  the  afCduitf 
of  her  friends.   She  was  even  accufed  by  Sillaoa 
of  confpiring  againft  her  fon,  and  of  defigning 
to  marry  Plautius,  a  pcrfon  defcended  from 

AuguftuSy 
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LUgu(h3s,  and  of  making  him  emperor.  A 
lort  time  after,  Pallas,  her  favourite,  together  - 
ith  Burthus,  were  arraigned  for  a  fimilar 
Efence,  and  intending  to  fet  up  Cornelius 
fUz.  Thefe  informations  being  proved  void 
f  any  foundation,  the  informers  were  baniftied  ( 

puniAment  which  was  confidered  as  very 
adequate  to  the  grcatnefs  of  their  ofiences.    • 

As  Nero  increaled  in  years,  his  crimes 
tmed  to  increafe  in  equal  proportion.  Ht 
Mr  began  to  find  a  pleafure  in  running  about 
le  city  by  night,  difguifed  Uke  a  flave.  In 
\i$  vile  habit  he  entered  uverns  and  brothels^ 
mided  by  the  lewd  minifters  of  his  pleafures, 
tempting  the  lives  of  fuch  as  oppofed  him, 
id  frequently  endangering  his  own«  In  imi-» 
ckm  <i  the  emperor's  example,  numbers  of 
'ofligate  young  men  infefted  the  llreets  like- 
Me  •,  fo  that  every  night  the  city  was  filled 
ith  tumult  and  diforder.  However,  the  people 
}tt  aU  thefe  levities,  which  they  afcribed  to 
e  emperor's  youth,  with  patience-,  having 
rafion  every  day  to  experience  his  liberality^ 
kd  having  alfo  been  gratified  by  the  abolition 
^  many  of  their  taxes.  The  provinces  iUb 
ere  no  way  affedted  by  thefe  riots  j  for,  ex- 
pt  ibme  difturbances  on  the  fide  of  the  Par-* 
ians,  which  were  foon  fupprefled,  they  en- 
yed  the  moft  perfeA  tranquility. 

But 
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But  thofe  fenfualities,  which^  for  the  four  fifft 
years  of  his  reign,  produced  but  few  difbrderSt 
in  the  fifth  became  alarming.  He  firft  begui 
to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  decency,  by  pub- 
licly  abandoning  Oft^via,  his  prefentwife,  tod 
then  by  taking  Poppea,  the  wife  of  his  favooiiie 
Otho,  a  woman  more  celebrated  for  her  beauty 
than  her  virtues.  This  was  another  gradng' 
circumftance  to  Agrippina,  who  vainly  ufixlall 
her  intereft  to  difgrace  Poppea,  and  re-inflate 
herfelf  in  her  fon's  loft  favour.  Hiftorim 
aflert,  that  (he  even  oiFered  to  fatisfy  lus  pat^ 
fions  herfelf,  by  an  inceftuous  compliance;  and 
that,  had  not  Seneca  interpofed,  the  ion  would 
have  joined  in  the  mother's  crime.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  feem  probable,  fince  we  find 
Poppea  viftorious,  foon  after,  in  thecontentioQ 
of  interefts;  and  at  laft  impelling  Nero  to  par- 
ricide,  to  fatisfy  her  revenge.  She  began  her 
arts  by  urging  him  to  divorce  his  prelent  wifjp, 
and  marry  her :  (he  reproached  him  as  a  pupil, 
who  wanted  not  only  power  over  others,  but 
liberty  to  dired:  himfelf.  She  infinuated  the 
dangerous  defigns  of  Agrippina;  and,  by  de- 
grees, accuftomed  his  mind  to  refie&upon  par- 
ricide without  horror.  His  cruelties  againft  his 
mother  began  rather  by  feveral  circumftances  of 
petty  malice,  than  by  any  downright  injury. 
He  encouraged  feveral  perlbns  to  teize  her  witk 
litigious  fuits :  he^employed  fome  of  the  meaneft 
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t>f  the  people  to  fing  fatirical  fongs  againft  her, 
under  her  windows.  At  laft,  finding  thele  in- 
cffefbual,  in  breaking  her  fpirit,  he  refolved  on 
putting  her  to  death.  His  firft  attempt  was 
by  poifon;  but  this,  though  twice  repeated, 
proved  ineffeftual,  as  fhe  had  fortified  her  con- 
ftitution  againft  it  by  antidotes.  This  failing, 
a  (hip  was  contrived  in  fo  artificial  a  manner, 
as  to  fall  to  pieces  in  the  water,  on  board  of 
which  flie  was  invited  to  fail  to  the  coafts  of 
Calabria.  However,  this  plot  was  as  inefFedual 
as  the  former:  the  mariners  not  being  all  ap- 
prized of  the  fecrct,  difturbed  each  other's  ope-  . 
rations^  fo  that  the  fliip  not  finking  as  readily 
as  was  cxpedted,  Agrippina  found  means  to 
continue  fwimming,  till  llie  was  taken  up  by 
fome  trading  veflTels  paHing  that  way.  Nero 
thus  finding  that  all  his  machinations  were  dif- 
covered,  refolved  to  throw  off  the  mafl<,  and 
put  her  openly  to  death,  without  further  delay. 
He  therefore  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread,  that 
flic  hadconfpired  againft  him;  and  a  poighard 
was  dropped  at  his  feet  by  one,  who  pretended 
a  command  from  Agrippina  to  affaflinate  him. 
In  confequence  of  this,  he  applied  to  his  go- 
vernors, Seneca  and  Burrhus,  for  their  advice 
how  to  aft,  and  their  afliftance  in  ridding  him 
of  the  objeft  of*  his  fears.  Things  were  now 
come  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  no  middle  way  could 
be  ukenj  and  either  Nero  or  Agrippina  was 
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to  fall.  Seneca,  therefore,  kept  a  profburK^ 
filence  j  while  Burrhus,  with  more  refolution; 
refufcd  to  be  the  perpetrator  of  fo  great  t 
crime*,  alledging,  that  the  army  was  entirely  de- 
voted to  all  the  defceridants  of  Caslkr,  andwoold 
hever  be  brought  to  imbrue  their  hahds  in  Ae 
blood  of  any  of  his  family.  In  this  embamflP 
ment,  Anicetus,  the  contriver  of  the  fliip  above- 
mentioned,  offered  his  fervices;  which  New 
accepted  with  the  greateft  joy,  crying  ooc^ 
**  That  this  was  thfc  firft  moment  he  ever  found 
**  himfelf  an  emperor.^  This  frecd*mian,  there- 
fore, taking  with  him  a  body  of  foldiers,  foiw 
rounded  the  houfe  of  Agrippina,  and  dnf 
forced  open  her  doors.  He  next  feitsed  upon 
every  flave  he  metj  until  he  came  near  the  cham- 
ber where  Agrippina  lay.  In  thfe  mean  timei 
Agrippina,  who  ftrove  to  Conceal  her  confcioirf- 
ftefs  of  Nero's  defigns,  continued  ani^ioufly  ex- 
pefting  the  return  of  a  meflcnger,  whom  fbt 
had  fent  with  an  account  of  her  efcape._  How- 
ever, perceiving  a  fudden  ftillnefs  without^ 
among  the  crowds  that  had,  but  a  few  moments 
before,  been  loud  in  their  congratulations,  (he 
alked  the  caufe,  and  demanded  of  the  flave  who 
attended  her,  if  her  emiffary  were  returned 
While  (he  yet  continued  fpeaking,  the  flave  dis- 
appeared, and  Anicetus  entered  the  apartmentf 
accompanied  by  two  foldiers,  in  whofe  lookl 

fhc  read  her  fate.     She  ftill,  however,  pre- 
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fe?cd  prcfcncc  of  mind  fufficient  to  afk  the 
caufc  of  their  coming.  **  If,**  cried  (he,  **  you 
^  come  to  enquire  after  my  heakh,  you  may  in- 
"  form  the  emperor  that  I  am  better ;  but  if  you 
**  come  with  any  worfe  intention,  you  alone^ 
^  and  not  my  fon,  muft  be  guilty.**  To  this 
the  executioners  made  no  reply,  but  one  of 
them  dafhed  his  club  at  her  head^  which,  never-- 
dieleis,  did  not  difpatch  hen  Now,  therefore, 
6fiding  that  fhe  was  to  expert  no  mercy,  and 
Iceing  Aiiicetus  draw  his  fword  to  (lab  her,  (he 
prefented  her  bofom,  crying  out,  "  Strike  here, 
•*  for  this  place  gave  birth  to  a  monfter.**  The 
Cxccutiofiers  having  difpatched  her,  with  feveral 
ivounds,  left  her  dead  on  the  couch,  and  went 
to  inform  Nero  of  what  they  had  done.  Some 
hiflorians  fay,  that  Nero  came  immediately  to 
view  the  body ;  that  he  continued  to  gaze  upon  v 
it  with  pl^afure,  commending  fome  parts,  and 
difprailing  others;  and  ending  his  horrid  fur- 
vey,  by  coolly  obfervirig,  that  he  never  thought 
his  mother  had  been  fo  handfome.  However 
this  be,  he  vindicated  his  conduft  next  day  to 
the  fenate,who  not  only  excufed,  but  applauded 
his  impiety. 

All  the  mounds  of  virtue  being  thus  broken 
down,  Nero  now  gave  a  loofe  to  his  appetites, 
that  were  not  only  fordid,  but  inhuman.  There 
feemed  an  odd  contraft  in  his  diipofition ;  for 
while  he  praftifed  cruelties,  which  were  fuffici- 
«nt  to  make  the  mind  fliudder  with  horror,  he 
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was  fond  of  chofe  amufmg  arts  that  foften  and 
refine  the  heart.  He  was  particularly  addiftcdy 
even  from  childhood,  to  mufic,  and  not  totally 
ignorant  of  poetry.  But  chariot  driving  was  his 
favourite  purfuit.  He  never  mifled  the  circus, 
when  chariot  races  were  to  be  exhibited  there i 
appearing  at  firft  privately,  and  foon  after  pub- 
licly ;  till,  at  laft,  his  pa0ion  encreafing  b^  in- 
dulgence, he  was  not  content  with  being  merely 
a  fpedator,  but  refolved  to  become  one  of  the 
principal  performers.  His  governors,  "howeveci 
did  all  in  their  power  to  reitrain  this  perverted 
ambition ;  but  finding  him  rcfolute^  they  cn- 
clofed  a  fpace  of  ground  in  the  valley  of  the 
Vatican,  where  he  firft  exhibited  only  to  feme 
chofen  fpeftators,  but  (hortly  after  invited  the 
whole  town.  The  prailes  of  his  flattering  ful> 
jefts  only  ftimulated'him  ftill  more  to  theic  un- 
becoming purfuits ;  lb  that  he  now  refolved  to 
afiume  a  new  charafter,  and  to  appear  as  a 
finger  upon  the  ftage. 

His  palFion  for  mufic,  as  was  obferved,  was 
no  Icfs  natural  to  him  than  the  former-,  but  as 
it  was  kfs  manly,  fo  he  endeavoured  to  defend 
it  by  the  example  of  fome  of  the  moft  celebrated 
men,  who  praftifed  it  with  the  fame  fondnels. 
He  had  Ixen  inftrufted  in  the  principles  of  this 
art  from  his  childhood;  and,  upon  liis  advance- 
mcnt  to  the  empire,  he  had  put  himfelf  under 
the  moft  celebrated  matters.  He  patiently  fub- 
mitted  to  their  inilrucUons,  and  ufed  all  ihok 
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Ihethods  which  fingers  praftice,  either  to  merid 
the  voice,  or  improve  its  volubility.  Yef, 
hocwithftanding  all  his  affiduity,  his  voice  was 
but  a  wretched  one,  being  bdth  feeble  and  nn- 
J)lcafant.  However,  he  was  refolved  to  pro- 
duce it  to  the  public,  fuch  as  it  vvas ;  fdr  flat- 
'  tery,  he  knfcw,  would  fupply  every  deficiency; 
His  firft  public  appearance  wa§  at  games  of  his 
own  inftitution,  called  Juveniles  •,  where  he 
advanced  upon  the  ftage,  tuoing  his  inftrument 
to  his  voice,  with  great  appearance  of  fkill. 
A  groupe  of  tribunes^ and  centurions  attended 
behind  him;  while  his  old  governor,  Burrhus, 
ftood  near  his  hopeful  pupil,  with  indignation 
in  his  countenance,  and  praifcs  on  his  lips. 

He  was  defirous  allb  of  becoming  a  poet; 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  ufidcrgo  the  pain  of 
ftudy,  which  a  proficiency  In  that  art  requires  t 
he  was  defirous  of  being  a  poet  ready-made. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  got  together  feveral  perfons^ 
who  were  confidercd  as  great  wits  at  court, 
though  but  very  little  known  as  I'uch  to  the 
public.  Thefe  attended  him  with  verfes  which 
khcy  had  compofed  at  home,  or  which  they 
blabbed  out  extemporancoufly ;  and  the  whold 
bf  their  cdmpofitions  being  tacked  together, 
by  his  direftion,  was  called  a  poem.  Nor 
was  he  without  his  philofophers  a!fo :  he  took 
a  pleafure  in  hearing  their  debates  after  fup- 
Vob^  li.  Q  pcrj 
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per ;  but  he  heard  them  merely  for  his  amuib^ 
ment. 

Furnifhed  with  fuch  talents  as  thefe,  fop 
giving  plealbre,  he  was  refolved  to  make  the 
tour  of  his  empire,  and  give  the  mod  pubKc 
difplay  of  his  abilities  wherever  he  came.  The 
place  of  his  firO:  exhibition,  upon  leaving  Romet. 
was  at  Naples.  The  crowds*  there  were  fo  great,, 
and  the  curiofiiy  of  the  people  fo  earned  ia 
hearing  him,  that  they  did  not  perceive,  ta 
earthquake  that  happened  while  he  was  Tinging. 
His  dcfire  of  gaining  the  fupcriority  over  the 
other  aftors  was  truly  ridiculous:  he  made  in- 
tereft  v/ith  his  judges,  reviled  his  competitors,. 
formed  private  faftions  to  fupport  him^  all  io- 
imitation  of  thofe,  who  got  their  livelihood 
upon  the  llagc.  While  he  continued  to  per- 
form, no  man  was  permitted  to  depart  from  the 
theatre,  upon  any  pretence  whatlbever.  Some 
were  fo  fatigued  with  hearing  him,  that  they 
leaped  privately  from  the  walls,  or  pretended  to- 
fall  into  fainting  fits,  in  order  to  be  carried  out* 
Nay,  it  is  faid,  that  feveral  women  were  deli- 
vered in  the  theatre.  Soldiers  were  placed  ia 
feveral  parts,  to  obfervc  the  looks  and  gefturcs 
of  the  rpcdators^  either  to  direft  them  where 
to  point  their  applaufe,  or  to  rcftrain  their  dif- 
pleafure.  An  old  fcnator,  named  Vefpa&aB, 
happening  to  fall  aflcep  upon  one  of  thefe  oc* 
calicns,  very  narrowly  efcnpcd  with  liis  life. 
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After  toing  fatigued  with  the  praifes  of  his 
X3untrymen,  Nero  rcfolved  upon  going  over 
nto  Greece,  to  receive  new  theatrical  honours; 
rhc  occafion  was  this.  The  cities  of  Greece 
lad  made  a  law  to  feiid  him  mufical  crowns 
Tom  all  the  games  •,  and  deputies  were  accord- 
ngly  difpatched  with  this  (to  him)  important 
rmbafly.  As  he  one  day  entertained  the  dc^ 
puties  at  his  table,  in  the  mod  fumptuous  man* 
ler,  and  converfed  with  them  with  the  utmoft 
amiliarity,  they  entreated  to  hear  him  fing^ 
LJpon  his  complying,  the  artful  Greeks  knew 
low  to  fatisfy  his  vanity,  by  the  exaggeration  of 
liciT  praife.  They  teftified  all  the  marks  of  ex- 
afy  and  rapture.  Applaufes  fo  warm,  v.xvc  pe- 
niliarly  pleafing  to' Nero-,  he  could  not  refrain 
Tom  crying  out.  That  the  Greeks  alone  were 
i^orthy  to  hear  him;  and  accordingly  prepared, 
jntbout  delay,  to  go  into  Greece ;  where  he 
Fpent  the  whole  year  enfuing.  In  this  journey, 
liis  retinue  refemblcd  an  army  ih  number;  but 
it  was  only  compofed  of  fingers,  dancers,  tay- 
lors,  and  other  attendants  upon  the  theatre. 
He  palled  over  all  Greece,  and  exhibited  at  all 
their  games,  which  he  ordered  to  be  celebrated 
in  one  year.  At  the  Olympic  games  he  refglved 
to  (hew  the  people  fomething  extraordinary; 
iffherefore,  he  drove  a  chariot  with  ten  horfes ; 
xn  he  fucceeded  mod  wretchedly;  for  being 
inable  to  fuilain  the  violence  of  the  motion,  he 
Q^z  was 
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was  thrown  from  his  feat.  The  fpedatorSf 
however,  gave  him  their  unanimous  applauie; 
and  he  was  crowned  as  conqueror.  In  tkii 
manner  he  obtained  the  "prize  at  the  IfthmiaOi 
Pythian  and  Ncmean  games.  The  Greeki 
were  not  fparing  of  their  crowns;  he  obtained 
eighteen  hundred  of  them.  An  unfortunate 
finger  happened  to  oppofc  him  on  one  of  thde 
occafions ;  and  exerted  all  the  powers  of  his  art»  * 
^hich,  it  appears,  was  prodigious:  but  he  ieems 
to  have  been  a  better  finger  than  a  politiciaBi 
for  Nero  ordered  him  to  be  killed  on  the  fpot. 
Upon  his  return  from  Greece,  he  entered 
Naples  through  a  breach  in  the  walls  of  the 
city,  as  was  cuftomary  with  thofe  who  werecoiv- 
querors  in  the  Olympic  games.  But  ail  the 
Iplcndour  of  his  return,  was  referred  for  his 
entry  into  Rome.  1  here  he  appeared  feated  in 
the  chariot  of  Auguftus,  dreffcd  in  robqs  of  pur- 
ple, and  crowned  with  wild  olive,  which  wai 
the  Olympic  garland.  He  bore  in  his  hand  the 
Pythian  crown;  and  bad  eighteen  hundred 
more  carried  before  him.  Befidc  him  late  one 
Diodorus,  a  mufician;  and  behind  him  followed 
a  band  of  fingers,  as  numerous  as  a  legion,  who 
fung  in  honour  of  his  viftories.  The  (enatt, 
the  knights,  and  the  people,  attended  this 
puerile  j^ageant,  filling  the  air  with  their  ac- 
clamations. The  wl:ole  city  was  illuminated-; 
every  ilrc^t  fmokcd  with  inuenfc;  wherever  he 
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palled,  viftims  were  flain ;  the  pavement  was 
ftrcwed  with  fafFron-,  while  garlands  of  flowers, 
ribbons,  fowls  and  paflics,  (for  fo  v/e  are  told) 
were  fhowcred  down  upon  him  from  the  win- 
dows as  he  patTcd  along.  So  many  honours  only 
cnflamed  his  clefire  of  acquiring  new;  he  at 
kft  began  :o  take  lelfons  in  wreuling,  v/iliing 
to  imitatj  Hercules  in  llrcngth,  as  he  hacl^ 
rivalled  Apoilo  in  aftivity.  He  alfo  caufcd  a 
Kon  of.  paftcboard  to  be  made  with  great  art, 
agamft  which  he  undauntedly  appeared  in  the 
theatre,  and  ftruck  it  down  with  a  blow  of  his 
dub. 

But  It  had  been  happy  for  mankind,  had 
he  confined  himfelf  to  thefe  puerilities ;  and, 
contented  with  being  contemptible,  fought 
not  to  become  formidable  alfo.  His  cruelties 
even  out-did  all  his  other  extravagancies.  A 
complete  liil  of  thofe  would  exceed  the  limits 
of  the  prefcnt  work  •,  and  would  prefcnt  the 
reader  with  an  hideous  repetition  of  fufpicions 
without  caufe,  and  punilhments  without  mercy. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  Agrippina,  he  ordered 
Domiiia,  his  aunt,  to  be  poilbned.  Some  fay^ 
that  Burrhus,  wlio  died  /hortly  alter,  was  ferved 
in  the  fame  manner.  Rebellius  Plancus,  to-  A.  D  6^ 
gcther  with  Pallas,  Agrippina's  favourite,  were 
about  this  time  put  to  death;  the  former  for 
being  of  the  Cn^farean  family  ;  the  latter,  fon 
.  t^ing  rich.  Ociavia,  his  wife,  was  divorced ;  ^A 
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likcwile  put  to  death  :  and  Poppaea  made  cm-; 
prefs  in  her  place.  Sylla,  and  Torquatus  Syl- 
lanus,  with  many  others,  either  fell  by  the 
executioner,  or  gave  themfelves  a  voluntary 
death. 

He  feemed  even  fliidious  of  finding  out  plca- 
fures  as  well  as  crimes  againft  nature.  Bcii^ 
attired  in  the  habit  of  a  woman,  and  covered 
with  a  yellow  veil  like  a  bride,  he  was  wedded 
to  one  of  his  abominable  companions,  called 
Pythagoras,  and  again  to  his  freedman  DorU- 
phorus.  On  the  other  hand,  that  he  might  be 
every  way  deteftable,  he  became  the  hufbaod 
of  a  youth  named  Sporus,  whom  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  deprived  of  the  marks  of  virility.  With 
this  prepoftcrous  bride,  decked  out  in  all  the 
ornaments  of  an  emprefs,  he  went  to  all  public 
places:  they  always  rode  together  in  his  chariot; 
anJ  he  fcrupled  not  to  treat  him  as  a  woman, 
in  the  fight  of  the  wondering  multitude.  How- 
ever, though  he  efcapcd  their  anger,  he  did 
hot  fail  to  incur  their  ridicule.  It  was  oblerved, 
upon  one  of  thefe  occafions,  that  the  world  jiad 
been  happy  if  the  cmperor*s  father  had  been 
married  only  to  fuch  a  fpoufc.  •  But  he  little 
regarded  what  the  wifcr  part  of  mankind 
thought  of  iiim.  He  was  often  heard  to  ob(crvc» 
That  he  had  rather  be  hated  than  loved.  When 
one  happened  to  fay  in  his  prefence.  That  the 
world   might  be  burnt  when   he   was  dead: 

**Nay>* 
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**  Nay,"  replied  Nero,  "  let  it  be  burnt  while  I 
■•*  am  living."     In  faft,  a  great  part  of  the  city 
of  Rome  was  confumed  by  fire  fliortly  after  j 
■2nd  mod  hiftorians  afcribe  the  conflagration  to 
iiim.     It  is  faid,   that  he  (lood  upon  an  high 
tower,   during  the  continuance  of  the  flames, 
•enjoying  the  fight,  and  repeating,  in  a  player's 
"habit,  and  in  a  theatrical  manner,  fome  vcrfes 
upon  the  deftruftion  of  Troy.     As  a  proof  of 
•his  guilt  upon  this  occafion,  none  were  per- 
mitted to  lend  any  affiftance  towards  extinguifli- 
ing  the  flames ;   and  feveral  perfons  were  fcen 
letting  fire  to  the  houfes,  alledging,  that  they 
;had  orders  for  fo  doing.    However  this  be,  the 
emperor  ufed  every  art  to  throw  the  odium  of 
fo  dctcftable  an  aftion  from  himfelf,  and  to  fix 
it  upon  the  Chriftians,  who  were  at  that  time 
gaining  ground  in  Rome.     Nothing  could  be 
more  dreadful  than  the  perfecution  raifed  againft 
them  upon  this  falfe  accufation.     Some  were 
•covered  with  the  fi^ins  of  wild  beads ;  and,  in 
that  figure,   devoured  by  dogs.     Some  were 
crucified ;  and  others  burnt  alive.   "  When  the 
^*  day  was  not  fufiicient  for  their  tortures,  the 
•*  flaoies  in  which  they  perifhed,"  fays  Tacitus, 
"  fcrved  to  illuminate  the  night-,"  while  Nero, 
dreffcd  in  the  habit  of  a  charioteer,  regaled  him- 
felf with  their  tortures  from  his  gardens;  and 
entertained  the  people,  at  one  time  with  their 
HifFcrings,  at  another  with  the  games  of  the 

0^4  circus. 
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Cjrcus.  In  this  perfecution^  St.  Paul  was  he?, 
headed  i  and  St.  Peter  was  crucified  with  hU 
head  downwards  j  which  death  he  chofe,  as  being 
more  difhonourable  than  that  of  his  divine 
mafter.  The  inhuman  monfter,  confcious  of 
being  fufpcftcd  of  burning  the  city,  in  order 
to  free  himfclf  from  the  fcandal,  took  greac 
care  to  re- edify  it  with  even  greater  beauty  than 
before.  But  he  fet  no  bounds  to  the  magni- 
ficence with  which  his  own  palace,  which  hsu^ 
Ihared  in  the  confiagration,  was  rebuilt.  It 
now  received  the  name  of  the  golden  palace, 
from  the  rich  materials  of  which  it  was  com- 
pofed-,  as  all  the  apartments  were  adorned 
with  the  richeft  metals,  and  the  moft  precious 
jewels  The  principal  hall  was  circular,  and 
the  cicling  moveable,  and  v/ent  round  in  imi- 
tation of  the  heavenly  motions.  The  extent  of 
tl:c  palace  was  not  Id's  amazing  than  its  beauty. 
Ir  v/as  fo  large  as  to  contain  within  its  walls» 
lakes,  p.irks,  and  vineyards.  The  entrance 
was  fpacious  enough  to  receive  a  coloflal  ftatue 
of  the  emperor,  an  hundred  and  twenty  ftct 
high.  In  Ihort,  nothing,  either  before  or  fmce^ 
ever  equalled  the  magnificence  or  richncf^ 
of  this  firuflure.  Nero,  however,  when  i: 
war.  fir/ilhcd,  only  faid  coolly.  That  he  was 
n^w  Iri'lrerl  IjLe  a  man.  But  he  did  not  feera 
to  :\  o;a'"d  the  excortions  and  exactions  in  all 
ihc  provinces,   which  were  m;^dc  to  fupport 
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this  ftile  of  expence.  The  oppreflion  and 
tjic  mircry  of  mankind  feemed  to  be  his  pica- 
fgrc,  and  he  was  every  day  contented  to  feaft 
upon  the  defolation  of  a  province,  at  4  fmgle 
in;aL 

Hitherto,  however,  the  citizens  of  Rome 
^mcd  comparatively  exempted  from  his  cru- 
elties, which  chiefly  fell  upon  ftrangers  and  his 
nearcft  connexions.  A  confpiracy  formed 
againft  him  by  Pifo,  a  man  of  great  power 
and  integrity,  which  was  prematurely  difcp- 
vcrcd,  opened  a  new  train  of  fufpicions  tha; 
4eftroyed  m^ny  of  the  principal  families  in 
Rome.  This  confpiracy,  in  which  feveral  of 
the  chief  men  of  the  city  were  concerned,  was 
firft  ^ifcovercd  by  the  indifcrcet  zeal  of  a  wo- 
ipan,  n^med  Epicharies,  who,  by  fome  mcan^ 
i)ow  unknown,  had  been  let  into  the  plot, 
which  fhe  revealed  to  Volufius,  a  tribune,  i^ 
order  to  prevail  upon  him  to  be  an  accom- 
plice. Volufius,  inftead  of  coming  into  hpr- 
^efign,  went  and  difcovered  what  he  had  learnt; 
to  Nero,  who  immediately  pqt  Epicharis  ia 
prifon.  Soqn  after,  a  freedman  belqnging  to 
Sca:nius,  pnc  of  the  accomplices,  made  a  farr 
ther  difcovery.  The  confpirators  were  exa-r 
ipined  apart,  and  as  their  teftimonies  differed, 
they  were  put  to  the  torture.  Natalis  was  the 
firft  who  made  a  confeffion  of  his  own  guilt, 
|n4  that  of  man^  othep.    Scseviniis  ^:^vc  ^  lil^ 

(if 
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of  the  confpirators  ftill  more  ample.     Lucatit 
the  poet,  was  amongft  the  number,  and  he,  like 
the  reft,  in  order  to  fave  himfelf,  ftill  farther 
enlarged  the  catalogue,  naming  among  others 
Attilia,  his  own  mother.     Epicharis  was  now, 
therefore,  again  called  upon  and  put  to  the 
torture ;  but  her  fortitude  was  proof  againft  all 
the  tyrant*s  cruelty;    neither  fcourging,   nor 
burning,   nor  all  the  malicious  methods  ufed 
by  the  executioners,  could  extort  the  fmalleft 
confeflion.      She  was  therefore  remanded  to 
prifon,  with  orders  to  have  her  tortures  renewed 
the  day  following.   In  the  mean  time,  (he  found 
an  opportunity  of  ftrangling  herfelf  with  her 
handkerchief,  by  hanging  it  againft  the  back 
of  her  chair.     It  need  fcarcely  be  afkcd,  whe- 
ther the  reft  of  the  confpirators  were  put  to 
ileath  under  fuch  a  prince  as  Nero,  whofe  daily 
cuftom  was  to  condemn  even  the  innocent. 
Pifo,  Lateranus,  Fcnnius  Rufus,  Subrius  Fla- 
vius,  Sulpicius  Afper,  Veftinus  the  conful,  and 
numberlefs  others,  were  all  executed  without 
mercy.     Bur  the  two  moft  remarkable  pcrfon- 
^ges  who  fell  on  this  occafion  were  Seneca 
the  philofophcr,    and  Lucan  the  poet,    who 
was  his  nephew.     Jt  is  not  certainly  known, 
whether  Seneca  was  really  concerned  in  thil 
confpiracy  or  not.     This  great  man  had  for 
fome  time  perceived  the  outrageous  conduft 
of  his  pupil,  and  finding  himfelf  incapable  of 
I  controlling 
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frontrolling  his  favage  difpofition,  had  retired 
from  court  into  folitude  and  privacy.     How-  ^ 

ever,  his  retreat  did  not  now  proteft  him  ;  for 
Nero  either  having  real  teftimony  againft  him, 
or  elfe  hating  him  for  his  virtues,  fent  a  tribune 
informing  him  that  he  was  fufpefted  as  an  ac- 
complice. The  tribune  found  the  philofopher 
at  table  with  Paulina  his  wife,  and  informing 
him  of  his  bufuiefs,  Seneca  replied  without 
any  emotion,  that  his  welfare  depended  up- 
on iro  man ;  that  he  had  never  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  indulge  the  errors  of  the  emperor, 
and  would  not  do  it  now.  When  this  anfwer 
was  brought  back  to  Nero,  he  demanded  whe- 
ther Seneca  feemed  afraid  to  die  •,  the  tribune 
replying  that  he  did  not  appear  in  the  leaft  ter- 
rified ;  **  Then  go  to  him  again,"  cried  the  em- 
jperor,  "  and  give  him  my  orders  to  die.** 
This  tribune  was  himfelf  one  of  the  confpi- 
rators  -,  fo  that  inftead  of  immediately  returning, 
he  went  to  a(k  the  opinion  of  Fennius  Rufus, 
his  commander,  whether  he  fhould  obey.  Upon 
ipennius's  advifing  him  to  it,  he  fent  a  centu- 
rion to  Seneca,  fignifying  that  it  was  the  em- 
peror's pleafure  that  he  fhould  die.  Upon  re- 
ceiving -this  fatal  command,  Seneca  feemed  no 
way  difcompofed,  but  called  for  his  will,  in 
order  to  make  fome  additions  to  it  in  favour  of 
ibme  friends  that  were  then  with  him.  This 
j^vour,  however,  the  centurion  rcfufed  to  grant 
\*  him} 
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liim;  upon  which  Seneca,  turning  to  his  friends,* 
•'  fincc  then,"  cried  he,  *'  I  am  not  permitted 
^  to  leave  you  any  other  marks  of  my  affedion^ 
•*  at  leaft,  I  leave  you  one  legacy  more  pre- 
•*  cious  than  all  the  reft — m/ example."  Then 
comforting  their  diftrefs,  and  embracing  hb 
wife,  the  memory  of  her  paft  affedion  feemed 
to  melt  him  into  tears.     However,  no  ^ay  un- 
mindful of  his  conftancy,  he  endeavoured  to 
confole  her  for  his  lofs,  and  exhort  her  to  a  life 
of  perfevering  virtue.     But  (he  feemed  refolved 
on  not  furviving  him,  and  preft  her  requcft 
to  die  with  him  fo  carneftly,  that  Seneca,  who 
had  long  looked  upon  death  as  a  benefit,  at 
laft  gave  his  confent,  and  the  veins  of  both 
their  arms  were  opened  at  the  fame  time.     As 
Seneca  was  old,  and  much  enfeebled  by  the 
aufterities  of  his  life,  the  blood  flowed  but 
flowly,    fo   that  he  caufed   the  veins  of  his 
kgs  and  thighs  to  be  opened  alfo.     His  pains 
were  long  and  violent,   but  they  were  not  ca- 
pable of  reprefling  his  fortitude  or  his  elo- 
quence.    He  didated  a  difcourfe  to  two  fecrc- 
taries,  which  was  read  with  great  avidity  after 
his  death  by  the  people,  but  which  has  fince 
pcrifhcd  in  the  wreck-  of  time.     His  agonies 
being  now  drawn  out  to  a  great  length,   he  at 
laft  demanded  poifon  from  his  phyfician ;  but 
this  alfo  failed  of  its  efieft,    his  body  beiA<{ 
already  exhauikd,  and  incapable  of  ,exciting 
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its  operation.  He  was  from  this  carried  into  a 
warm  bath,  which  only  fcrved  to  prolong  bis 
end ;  at  length,  therefore,  he  was  put  into  a 
dry  ftove,  the  vapour  of  which  quickly  dif- 
patched  him.  In  the  mean  time,  bis  wife  Pau- 
lina, having  fallen  into  a  fwoon  with  the  lofe 
of  blood,  had  her  arms  bound  up  by  her  do- 
medics,  and  by  this  means  furvived  her  hufband 
for  fome  years  %  but  by  her  conduft  during  the 
reft  of  her  life,  (he  feemed  always  mindful  of 
her  own  love  and  his  example. 

The  death  of  Lucan  was  not  Ich  reniark- 
abk.  The  veins  of  his  arms  being  opened, 
ftfter  he  bad  loft  a  great  quantity  of  blood, 
perceiving  his  hands  and  legs  already  dead, 
while  the  vital  parts  ftill  continued  warm  and 
vigorous,  he  called  to  mind  a  defcription  in 
his  own  poem  of  the  Pharfalia,  of  a  perlbn 
dying  in  fimilar  circumftances,  and  expired 
while  he  was  repeating  that  beautiful  paflage  •• 

In  this  manner  was  the  whole  city  filled 
with  flaughter,  and  frightful  inftanccs  of  trea- 
chery.   No  matter  was  fccure  from  the  ven- 

•  Ncc  ficat  vulaere  faoguis 

Eroicuic  lencus.     kaptis  cadit  undique  venii 
'       Pars  uhima  truoci. 
Tradidic  in  cecum  vacaos  vitaUbas  artuf 
At  tamidos  qua  pulmo  jacec  qua  Tifcera  fervent 
Hzferunt  ibi  fata  diu  :  Luflacaque  multum 
Mac  cum  parte,  viri  nx  ooinia  membra  tuleraot. 

geance 
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geancc  of  his  Oaves,  nor  even  parents  from  ^i^ 
bafer  attempts  of  their  children.     Not  onl^ 
throughout  Rome,    but    the  whole  couniarjf 
round,  bodies  of  foldiers  were  feen  in  purfuic 
of  the  fufpefted  and  the  guilty.    Whole  crowds 
of  wretches,  loaded  with  chains,  were  led  every 
day  to  the  gates  of  the  palace,  to  wait  their 
fentence  from  the  tyrant's  own  lips.     He  al- 
ways prefided  at  the  torture  in  perfon,  attended 
by  Tigelinus,  captain  of  the  guard,  who,  from 
being  the  mod  abandoned  man  in  Rome,  wis 
now   become  his  principal  minlfter   and  fa^ 
vourite. 

Nor  were  the  Roman  provinces  in  a  betted 
fituation  than  the  capital  city.  The  exaunpk 
of  the  tyrant  feemed  to  influence  his  gover- 
nors, who  gave  inftances  not  only  of  their  ra- 
pacity, but  their  cruelty  in  every  part  of  die 
empire.  In  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  the 
Britons  revolted  under  the  condu6t  of  their 
queen  Boadicia.  Paulinus,  the  Roman  general, 
being  at  that  time  employed  with  part  of  the 
legions  in  expelling  the  Druids  from  the  ifle  of 
Anglefcy,  his  lieutenants  in  his  abfence  com- 
mitted fuch  barbarities  as  were  intollerabie  to 
the  inhabitants.  Boadicia*  queen  of  the  Icenii 
was  treated  with  peculiar  indignity,  being  con* 
demned  t©  be  fcourged,  and  her  daughters 
deflowered  by  the  foldiery.  In  revenge,  therc- 
fore^  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,*  fli^ 

fell 
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ipon  the  Romans  wherever  thejr  were  ufi- 
dcd,  took  their  caftks,  deftroyed  the  chief 
of  their  power  at  London  and  Venihun, 
b  greaiC  was  her  fury,  that  ievctty  thou- 
Romans  perilhed  in  this  revolt;  But  the 
an  general  ibon  after  revenged  fats  coun- 
en  by  a  great  and  decifive  battle,  in  whidi 
y  thoufand  Britons  are  faid  to  have'periflH 
and  Boadicia  herfelf,  rather  than  fall  int» 
ands  of  the  enraged  vidor,  put  an  end  to 
fe  by  poifoR.  By  thb  remarkable  debate 
iritons  ever  after,  during  the  continuance 
e  Romans  among  them,  loft  not  only  att 
I,  but  even  all  defire  of  freedom. . 
varallb  was  carried  on  j^nft  iheParthians, 
le  greateft  part  of  this  reign,  condu&eil 
!>rbuto ;  who,  after -many  fuccefles,  had  di£- 
ft  Tiridates,  and  fecded  Tigranes  in  Arm0- 
1  his  room.  Tiridates,  however,  was  ibon 
leftored  by  an  invalion  of  the  Parthian^ 
liat  country ;  but  being  once  move  oppcfed 
orbulo,  the  Romans  and  Partbians  came  to 
preement  that  Tiridates  (hould  continue  €0 
ro  Armenia,  upon  condition  that  he  ihould 
own  his  crown  at  the  feet  of  the  emperorV 
e,  and  receive  it  as  coming,  from  him ;  alt 
h  he  ihortly  after  performed  :— aceremo- 
however,  which  Nero  defired  to  have  re« 
!d  to  his  perfon;  wherefore,  by  letters  and 
lifcs,,  he  invifiod  Tiridaccs  to  Rorae^  granting. 

hint 
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him  the  mofl:  magnificent  fupplies  for  his  joiur3 
ney.  Nero  attended  his  arrival  with  very  fun^ 
tuous  preparations.  He  received  him  featcdoii 
a  throne^  accompanied  by  th<!  fenatfc  ftandBog' 
round  him,  and  the  whole  army  drawn  out 
with  all  imaginable  fpleridour.  Tiridatcs 
afccnded  the  throne  with  gfeat  revercntc,  and 
approaching  the  emperor,  fell  down  at  his  ktti 
and  in  the  moil  abjed  terms  acknowledged  luiit' 
felf  his  Have.  Nero  faifed  him  up,  telling  bim 
with  equal  arrogance,  that  he  did  iieell,  aad 
that  by  his  fubmiffion  he  had  gained  a  kii^ 
dom  which  his  anceftors  could  never  acquire  bf 
their  arms.  He  then  placed  the  crown  on  1^ 
head,  and,  after  the  mod  coftly  ceremonies  and 
entertainments,  he  was  fent  back  to  Armenia 
with  incredible  fums  of  money  to  deiiray  tlC 
cxpences  of  his  return. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  this  emperor*s  tciffli 
the  Jews  alfo  revolted,  having  been  feveit^ 
oppreft  by  the  Roman  governors.  It  is  fdi 
that  Florus,  in  particular,  was  arrived  at  cte 
degree  of  tyranny,  that  by  public  proclan» 
tion  he  gave  permiflion  to  plunder  the  counciyi 
provided  he  received  half  the  fpoil.  Thdt 
opprcQions  drew  fuch  a  train  of  calamities  after 
them,  that  the  fufferings  of  all  other  nations 
were  flight  in  comparifon  to  what  this  devoted 
people  afterwards  endured.  I  (hall  mention 
them  more  at  length  in  the  reign  gf  Vc^ 

fiai^ 
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iii,  in  which,  as  Chrift  had  propheficd,  they 
ime  to  a  completion. 

In  the  mean  time>  Nero  proceeded  in  his 
uelties  at  Rome,  with  unabated  fcverity. 
ufius  Crifpinus,  and  Annseus  Mella,  the  bro- 
cr  of  Seneca,  were  dettroycd  upon  flight  fuf- 
cions.  The  death  of  Petronius  about  this  U.C.8174 
nc,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  paft  over  in  A.D.  664 
Mice.  This  perfon^  whom  many  modern 
ftorians  fuppofe  to  be  the  author  of  a  work 
no  great  merit,  intituled  Satyricon,  which  is 
11  remaining,  was  an  epicurean,  both  in  prin- 
pic  and  praftice.  In  fo  luxurious  a  court  as 
at  of  Nero,  he  was  particularly  noted  for  liis 
inements  in  luxury.  He  was  by  no  means 
low  fenfual  debauchee,  but  chiefly  remark- 
Ic  for  giving  the  mofl:  ftudicd  attempts  in 
t  and  air  of  the  mod  elegant  fimplicity,  Nero 
d  chofen  him  among  the  number  of  his  de- 
ndants,  as  the  arbiter  of  his  pleafures ;  an 
ice  which  Tieelinus  refolved  to  enjoy  folcly 
himfelf,  and  therefore  relblved  upon  his  de- 
u6Uon.  He  was  accuied  accordingly  of  be- 
;  privy  to  Pifo's  confpiracy,  and  com  mitred 

prifon.  Petronius  could  not  endure  the 
xiety  of  fufpcnfe,  wherefore  he  refolved  upon 
itting  himfelf  to  death ;  which  he  performed 
a  manner  entirely  fimilar  to  that  in  which 
had  lived.  He  opened  liis  veins,  and  then 
)fed  them  as  he  thouqht  kail  painful,  with 
Vol.  II.  K  the 
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the  utmoft  cheaifuUnefs  and  tranquility.  H# 
converfed  vith  his  friends,  not  upon  maviinv 
of  philofophy,  or  grave  fubje&s,  but  upon  iiicfar 
topics  as  had  amufed  his  gayeft  revels.  Her 
liftened  while  they  recited  the  lighteft  poems  § 
and  by  no  adioq,  no  word,  nor  circumftanoc^ 
Ihewed  the  perplenty  of  a  dying  perfivi^ 
Shortly  afcer  him,  Numicius  Thermus  was 
put  to  death,  as  likewile  Barea  Soranus^  wad 
Jb^etus  Thrafea.  The  deftroying  the  two  hft^ 
Tacitus  calls  an^  attack  upon  virtue  itUL 
Thrafea  died  in  the  midft  of,  his  friends  aad 
philofophers,  converfing  and  reafoning  on  dv 
nature  of  the  foul.  His  wife,  who  Was  tfav 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  Arria^  was  defirow 
of  following  her  mother's  example,  but  he  dil^ 
iuaded  her  from  k.  The  death  of  the  valianS 
Corbulo,  who  had  gained  Nero  fb  many  vie* 
forics  over  the  Parthians,  followed  next.  Nor 
did  the  emprefs  Poppea  herfelf  efcape,  whomy 
ki  a  fit  of  anger,  he  kicked  when  flie  was  prcg* 
nanc,  by  which  (he  mifcarried  and  died.  At 
length,  human  nature  grew  weary  of  bearing 
her  perfecutor,  and  the  whole  world  ieenoed  s» 
rouze,  as  if  by  common  confent,  to  rid  the 
earth  of  a  monfter. 

The  inbred  diftempers-of  the  emfMre,  which 
had  been  contracted  under  the  deteftable  go* 
vernment  of  four  lucceeding  princes,  now  b#> 
gin  to  difcover  themlclvts  i»  their  furious 
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UKsAsy  and  there  appeared  a  general  revolution 
in  all  the  provinces. 

The  firft  appeared  in  Gaul,  uhdcr  Julius 
Vindex,  who  commanded  the  legions  there, 
4pd  piiblickly  pfotefted  againft  the  tyrannical 
government  of  Nero.  He  appeared  to  have  no 
pcfaer  motive  for  this  revolt  than  that  of  freeing 
the  wdrld  from  an  opprefibr ;  for  when  it  was 
txdd  him  that  Nero  had  fet  a  reward  upon  hi^ 
|ie^  of  ten  millions  of  fefterces,  he  made  this 
jgadlant  anfwer,  **  whoever  brings  me  Nero's 
^  headj  ftiall,  if  he  pleafes,  have  mine.'*  But^ 
^U  more  to  ihew  he  was  not  aduated  by 
motives  of  private  ambition,  he  proclaimed 
Sergius  Galba,  emperor,  and  invited  him  to  join 
in  th?  revolt*  Sergius  Galba,  who  was  at  that 
time  governor  of  Spain,  was  equally  remarkable 
for  his  wifdom  in  peace,  and  his  courage  in  war. 
But  Is  all  talents  under  corrupt  princes  aro 
dangerous,  he  for  fome  years  had  feemed 
willing  to  court  obfcurity,  giving  himfelf  up 
tozn  inactive  life,  and  avoiding  all  opportuni^ 
pes  of  fignalizing  his  valour.  He  now,  there- 
fore, either  through  the  caution  attending  old 
ggc,  or  from  a  total  want  of  ambition,  appear- 
ed little  inclined  to  join  with  Vjndex,  and  con* 
tinued  for  fome  time  to  deliberate  with  his 
friends  on  the  part  he  Ihould  take. 

In  the  mean  time,  Nero,  who  had  been  ap- 
prised of  the  proceedings  againft  him  in  Gaul^ 
R  2  appeared 
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appeared  totally  regard lefs  of  the  danger,' pri-* 
vatcly  flattering  himfelf  that  the  fuppreflion  of 
this  revolt  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
frcfh  ccnfifcations.  He  appeared,  therefore, 
at  the  theatre  as  ufual,  and  feemed  to  intereft 
himfelf  as  warmly  in  the  conteft  there,  as  if  he 
had  totally  forgot  that  there  was  a  contention 
for  liis  empire.  Being  then  at  Naples,  he  cr- 
cufed  himfelf  in  his  letters  to  the  fenate,  for 
not  immediately  coming  to  Rome,  as  he  was 
detained  by  an  hoarfencfs  which  he  was  afraid 
to  encreafe.  The  care  of  his  voice  was  ftitt 
uppcrmoft  in  his  mind,  and  nothing  feemed  to 
give  him  greater  uneafinefs  than  that'  Vindcx 
in  his  manifeftoes  (hould  call  him  a  miferablc 
mnfician.  He  frequently  aflced  thofe  about 
liim,  v/hether  it  was  poflible  one  who  had 
ftudied  the  art  fo  long  and  carefully  as  he  had 
done,  fliould  be  the  bungler  he  was  reprcfent- 
ed  by  Vindcx. 

1  he  circumflances  of  the  revolt  growing 
more  formidable  every  hour,  Nero  returned  to 
Kome  with  a  mixture  of  hope,  exultation  and 
revf  nge.  Obfcrving  an  ancient  monument  by 
the  way  fide,  on  which  were  the  ftatues  of  a 
Reman  knight  overcoming  a  Gaulifli  fbldier, 
he  looked  upon  this  as  a  favourable  omen,  and 
was  tranfported  with  pleafure  at  the  adventure; 
Upon  entering  the  city,  he  convened  a  ftw  of 
his  creatures  among  the  fenate,  and  entertain- 
ed 
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them  not  by  deliberations  upon  the  ftate  of 
i  afF^rs,  but  by  (hewing  them  fo^me  mufical 
Inimcnts  -that  were  to  be  played  upon  by 
itcn  He  explained  to  them  their  mechanifm, 
:ir  advantages,  and  defedbs,  adding  with  an 
»nical  air,  **  that  he  hoped,  with  Vindex's 
permiflion,  to  exhibit  this  inftrument  upon 
the  theatre." 

The  aftual  revolt  of  Galba,  the  news  of 
rich  arrived  foon  after,  afFefted  him  in  a  very 
Bercnt  manner.  The  reputation  of  that  ge» 
ral  was  fuch,  that  from  the  moment  he  de- 
uicd  againft  him,  Nero  confidered  himTelf  as 
idone.     He  received  the  account  as  he  was  at  * 

pper,  and,  inftantly  ftruck  with  terror,  over- 
rned  the  table  with  his  foot,  breaking  twocry- 
l1  vafes  of  immenfe  value.  He  then  fell  into  a 
oon,  from  which,  when  he  recovered,  he  tore 
s  cloaths,  and  ftruck  his  head,  crying  out, 
that  he  was  utterly  undone."  It  was  then 
at  he  began  to  meditate  flaughters  more  ex- 
alive  than  he  yet  had  committed,  and  tortures 
t  untried.  He  was  rcfolved  to  maflkcre  all 
e  governors  of  provinces,  to  deftroy  all  exiles, 
id  to  murder  all  the  Gauls  in  Rome,  as  a 
jniihmcnt  for  the  treachery  of  their  country- 
en.  In  fliort,  in  the  v/iidncfs  of  his  rage,  he 
iought  of  poifonirg  the  whole  fenatc,  of 
irning  the  city,  and  turning  the  lior.s,  kept 
T  the  purpofL-s  of  the  theatre,  out  upon  thg 
R  3  people^ 
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people.  Thefe  defigns  being  imprafbicable^  ht 
refolved,  at  lad,  to  face  the  danger  in  pcribm 
But  his  very  preparations  fervcd  to  mark  tho 
infatuation  of  his  mind.  His  principal  cars 
v^as,  to  provide  waggons  for  the  convenient 
carriage  of  his  mufical  inftruments ;  and  to 
dreis  out  his  concubines  like  Amazons^  wiA 
whom  he  intended  to  face  the  enemy.  He  aUo 
made  a  refolution,  that  if  he  came  off  with  (ife- 
ty  and  empire,  he  would  appear  again  upon 
the  theatre  with  the  lute  and  the  water-mufiC| 
and  would  equip  himfelf  as  a  pantomime. 

While  Nero  was  thus  frivoloufly  employedi 
the  revolt  became  general.  Not  only  the  ar- 
mies in  Spain  and  Gaul,  but  alfo  the  legions  in 
Germany,  Africa  and  Lufitania,  declared  againft 
him.  Virginius  Rufus  alone,  who  commanded 
an  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  for  a  while  con- 
tinued in  fufpenfe  ;  during  which,  his  forces, 
without  his  permiffion,  falling  upon  the  Gauls, 
routed  them  with  great  flaughter,  and  Vindei^ 
flew  himfelf.  But  this  ill  fuccefs  no  way  ad- 
vanced the  interefts  of  Nero  ;  he  was  fo  deteft- 
iid  by  the  whole  empire,  that  he  could  find 
none  of  the  armies  faithful  to  each  other.  He, 
therefore,  called  for  Locuila  to  fumifh  him 
with  poifon  •,  and  thus  prepared  for  the  worft^ 
he  retired  to  the  Servelian  gardens,  with  a  refi>- 
Jution  of  flying  into  Egypt.  He  accordingly 
difpaichcd  the  frced-mcn,  in  whom  he  had  th^ 
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moft  confidence,  to  prepare  a  fleet  at  Oftia  ; 
and,  in  the  mean  ^hile,  founded,  in  perfon, 
ihe  tribunes  and  centurions  of  the  guard,  to 
know  if  they  were  willing  to  (hare  his  fortunes. 
Tbcfc  all  cxcufed  themfclves,  under  divers  pre- 
texts. One  of  thepi  had  the  boldnefs  to  anlwer 
him,  by  part  of  a  line  from  Virgil :  **  Ufque 
••  adeane  tniferum  eji  mcri :  Is  death  then  fuch 
*•  a  misfortune  ?'*  Thus  deftitute  of  c\rery  rc- 
Iburcej  all  the  expedients  that  cowardice,  re* 
venge,  or  terror  could  produce,  took  place. in 
his  mind  by  turns.  He,  at  one  time,  refolved  to 
take  refuge  among  the  Parthians ;  at  another, 
to  deliver  himfclf  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  in- 
furgents  :  one  while,  he  determined  to  mount 
the  roftrum,  to  a(k  pardon  for  what  was  pafl, 
and  to  conclude  with  a  promife  of  amendment 
for  the  future.  With  thefe  gloorpy  delibera- 
tions he  went  to  bed,  but  waking  about  mid- 
night, he  was  furprifed  to  find  his  guards  had 
left  him.  The  praetorian  foldiers,  in  faft, 
having  been  corrupted  by  their  commander, 
had  retired  to  their  camp,  and  proclaimed 
Galba  emperor.  Nero  immediately  ftnc  for 
his  friends,  to  deliberate  upon  his  prcfcnt  exi- 
gence, but  his  friends  alfo  forlbok  him ;  even 
Tigclinus  himfclf,  the  creature  of  his  benefits^ 
and  the  partaker  of  his  guilt,  had  gone  over 
to  Galba.  He  went  in  p'.ifon,  from  houfe  to 
R  4  houfc,, 
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houfe,  but  all  the  doors  were  fliut  againft  hifOi* 
and  none  were  found  to  anfwer.  his  enquiries, 
While  he  was  purfuing  this  enquiry,  bis  very 
domeftics  followed  the  general  defeftion  s  aodi 
having  plundered  his  apartment,  efcaped  d^ 
ferent  ways.  Being  now  reduced  to  a  date  ojF 
defperation,  he  defured  that  one  of  his  favourito 
gladiators  might  come  and  difpatch  him ;  but 
even  in  this  requefl,  there  was  none  found  tD 
obey.  "Alas,**  cried  he,  "have  I  ndthcr 
**  friend  nor  enemy  !"  And  then  running  dct 
perately  forth,  feemed  refolvcd  to  plunge  head- 
long into  the  Tiber.  But  juft  then  his  cpurlgs 
beginning  to  fail  him,  he  made  a  fudden  fiop, 
as  if  willing  to  recoIle£b  his  reafon,  and  afkdl 
for  fome  fecret  place,  where  he  might  rc- 
aflume  his  courage,  and  meet  death  with  be- 
coming fortitude.  In  this  diftrels,  Phaon,  one 
of  his  freed-mcn,  offered  him  his  country-houfc, 
about  four  miles  diftant,  where  he  might,  for 
fome  time,  remain  concealed.  Nero  accepted 
his  offer ;  and,  half  drcffed  as  he  was,  with  hit 
head  covered,  and  hiding  his  face  with  his 
handkerchief,  he  mounted  on  horfc-back,  at- 
tended by  four  of  his  domeftics,  of  whom  the 
wretched  Sporus  was  one.  His  journey,  though 
fhort,  was  crowded  with  adventures.  An  carth^ 
quake  gave  him  the  firft  alarm.  The  lightning 
frpm  Hpavcn  next  fiafhcd  in  his  face.     Round 
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him  he  heard  nothing  but  confufed  noifes  from 
the  camp,  and  the  cries  of  the  foldicrs,  impre- 
cating a  thoufand  evils  upon  his  head.  A  paf. 
feoger,  meeting  him  on  the  way,  cried,  "  There 
•*  go  men  in  purfuit  of  Nero."  Another  afked 
him,  if  there  was  any  news  of  Nero  in  the 
city.  His  horfe  taking  fright  at  a  dead  body, 
that  lay  near  the  road,  he  dropped  his  handker- 
chief and  a  foldier  who  was  near,  addrefled  him 
by  name.  He  now,  therefore,  quitted  his  horfe, 
and  forfaking  the  highway,  entered  a  thicket, 
that  led  towards  the  back  part  of  Phaon's  houfe, 
through  which  he  crept,  making  the  bed  of 
his  way  among  the  reeds  and  brambks,  with 
which  the  place  was  overgrown.  When  he  was 
arrived  at  the  back  part  of  the  houfc,  while  he 
was  waiting  till  there  fliould  be  a  breach  made 
in  the  wall,  he  took  up  fome  water  in  the  hollow 
of  his  hands,  from  a  pool  to  drink  ;  faying, 
**  Thefe  are  the  delicacies  of  Nero/'  When  the 
hole  was  made  large  enough  to  admit  him,  he 
crept  in  upon  all  fours,  and  took  a  ftiort  rcpoie 
upon  a  wretched  pallet,  that  had  been  prepared 
for  his  reception.  Being  prefTed  by  liungcr,  he 
demanded  fomewhat  to  cat ;  they  brought  him 
a  piece  of  brown  bread,  which  he  refufed  ;  but 
drank  a  little  water.  During  this  interval,  the 
fenatc  finding  the  pnttorian  guards  had  taken 
part  with  Galba,  declared  him  emperor,  and 

ccn-i 
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condemned  Nero  to  die,  more  majorum ;  that  h^ 
according  to  the  rigour  of  the  ancient  hws. 
Thefe  dreadful  tidings  were  quickly  brougfal 
by  one  of  Phaon's  (laves  from  the  city,  while 
Nero  yet  continued  lingering  between  his  hopes 
and  his  fears.     At  one  time,  this  moll  wretched 
of  all  mankind,   was  employed  in  providiiig 
Clones  for  his  tomb ;  at  another,  in  prq)ar]iig 
wood  and  water  for  his  funeral  ^  now  repeating 
verfcs,  expreflive  of  the  horrors  of  his  mind; 
again  giving  vent  to  his  tears,  and  crying  out, 
♦*  What  an  artift  is  the  world  likely  to  loofe !" 
"When  he  was  told  of  the  refolution  of  the 
fenate  againft  him,    he  alked  the   meflenger 
what  was  meant,  by  being  punjftied  accord- 
ing to  the  rigour  of  the   ancient  laws  ?  To 
this  he  was  anfwered,  that  the  criminal  was  to 
be  dripped  naked,  his  head  was  to  be  fixed  in 
a  pillory,  and  in  that  pofture  he  was  to  be 
fcourged  to  death.     Nero  was  fo  terrified  at 
this,  that  he  feizcd  two  poniards,  which  he  hid 
brought  v/ith  him,  and  examining  their  points, 
returned   them  to  their  (heaths,    pretending, 
that  the  fatal  moment  was  not  yet  arrived. '  He 
then   defined  Sporus  to  begin  the  lamentations 
which  were  ufcd  at  funerals  ;  he  next  intrcated 
that  Tome  one  of,  his  attendants  would  die,  lo 
pive  him  courage  by  his  example;  and  after- 
>varvls  bi'gin  to  reproach  his  own  cowardice, 

crjing 
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Tying  out,  "  Docs  this  become  Nero  ?  Is  this 

*  trifling  well  timed  ?    No,  no,  let  me  be 

*  courageous.**  In  fad,  he  had  no  time  to 
Iptre,  for  the  (<^diers  who  h^  been  fent  in 
porfuit  of  him,  were  juft  then  approaching  the 
houfe :  wherefore,  hearing  the  found  of  the 
borfes  feet,  he  fet  a  dagger  to  his  throat,  with 
which,  by  the  affiftance  of  Epaphroditus,  his 
fited-man  and  fecretary,  he  gave  himfclf  a  mor- 
tal wound.  However,  he  was  not  yet  quite 
dead,  when  one  of  the  centurbns  entering  the 
room,  and  pretending  he  came  to  his  relief, 
attempted  to  ftop  the  blood  with  his  cloak.  But 
Nero  regarding  him,  with  a  ftern  countenance, 
iaid,  "  It  is  now  too  late.  Is  this  your  fidelity  ?** 
Upon  which,  with  his  eyes  fixed,  and  fright- 
fully ftaring,  he  expired,  even  in  death  a  ghaft- 
ly  Ipeftacle  of  innoxious  tyranny. 

Little  need  be  faid  concerning  the  charaftcr 
of  a  monarch,  whofe  very  name  is  become  a 
term  of  reproach  to  all  bad  princes.  His  natural 
dilpofition  was  extremely  bad,  but  it  was  ren- 
dered ftill  more  detcftable  by  flattery.  AH 
orders  of  men  were,  at  this  time,  fo  depraved, 
that  each  feemed  eager  to  contend,  which 
fliould  be  mod  inftrumental  in  puihing  him  on 
to  his  excefles,  and  applauding  him  when  he 
had  committed  them.  It  muft  be  a  (Irong  mind, 
|h^t,  being  affaultcd  th^is,  on  every  fide,  can 
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fiand  unlhaken,  and  trace  out  for  itfelf  the 
track  of  undeviating  virtue.  I'hus  much,  I 
think,  we  may  fay  of  this  moft  wretched  man, 
notwithftanding  the  concurrent  reproach  of  all 
hiftorians,  that  through  the  greateft  part  of  hit 
reign,  he  himfelf  feemed  ignorant  of  his  being 
a  tyrant. 

He  reigned  thirteen  years,  feven  months  and 
twenty-eight  days,  and  died  in  the  thirty-iccood 
year  of  his  age. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.       VIIL 

;us  Galba,  the  Seventh  Emperor  of  Rome, 


HE  rejoicings  at  Rome,   upon  Nero's   U.C.Sir. 
;,  were  as  great  as  thofe  upon  his  acceffion.  '  ^ 

perfons  came  running  into  the  ftreets  to 
ratulate  each  other  upon  the  death  of  the 
t ;  dreft  in  the-manner  of  flaves,  who  had 
juft  fet  free. 

Jba  was  feventy-two  years  old  when  he 
ieclared  emperor,  and  was  then  in  Spain 
his  legions.  However,  he  foon  found  that 
eing  raifcd  to  the  throne,  was  but  an  inlet 
w  difquietudes.  His  firft  embarraflment 
from  a  diforder  in  his  own  army ;  for  upon 
pproaching  the  camp,  one  of  the  wings  of 
orfe,  repenting  of  their  choice,  prepared 
volt,  and  he  found  it  no  eafy  matter  to 
icile  them  to  their  duty.  He  alfo  nar- 
r  efcaped  aflafTination,  from  fome  flaves, 
were  prefcnted  to  him  by  one  of  Nero's 
-men,  with  that  intent.  The  death  of 
ex  alfo  fervcd  not  a  little  to  add  to  his  dif-  * 
:udes  j  fo  that,  upon  his  very  entrance  into 
re,  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  putting  aa 
0  his  own  life.     But  hearing  from  Rome, 

that 
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that  Nero  was  dead,  and  the  empire  transferred 
to  him,  he  immediately  aflfumed  the  tide  and 
enfigns  of  command.  In  liis  journey  towards 
Rome,  he  was  niet  by  Rufus  Virginius^  who 
find'mg  the  fenate  had  decreed  him  the  govern- 
ment, came  to  yield  him  obedience.  This  ge- 
neral had  more  than  once  refufed  the  ennpiit 
himfelfi  which  was  offered  him  by  his  foldiers^ 
alledgingi  that  the  fenate  alone  had  thedil^* 
pofal  of  it  i  and  from  them  only  he  would  ac^ 
cept  the  honour.  Shortly  after  this,  many  of 
thofe  who  were  moft  notorious  during  the  k^ 
reign,  and  who  attempted  to  difturb  the  preii*ob 
were  cut  off.  Among  thcfe  were  Nymphi4ius 
Sabinus,  praefe£t  of  the  prastorian  guards  K 
Rome ',  Fonteius  Capito,  lieutenant  in  Ger- 
many ;  and  Clodius  Macer,  pro-conful  ia 
Africa. 

Galba  having  been  brought  to  the  empire  bf 
means  of  his  army,  was,  at  the  fame  timCs  will- 
ing to  fupprefs  their  power  (0  commit  any  future 
diflurbance.  His  firft  approach  to  Rome,  wai 
attended  with  one  of  thofc  rigorous  ftrokes  of 
juflice  which  ought  rather  to  be  defended  thaa 
immitated.  A  body  of  mariners,  whom  Neio 
had  taken  from  the  oar,  and  enlifted  among  the 
legions,  went  to  meet  Galba,  three  miks  frofli 
the  city,  and  with  loud  importunities  demanded 
a  conBrmation  of  what  his  predeceflbr  had  done 
in  their  favour.  Galba,  who  was  rigidly  attached 
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I  Ac  ancient  difcipline,  deferred  their  rcqueft 
I  another  time.  But  they,  conlidering  this  de- 
Y  as  equivalent  to  an  abiblute  denial,  infilled 
xm  their  rcqueft,  in  a  very  difrefpeftful  man- 
^r  ^  and  even  fome  of  them  had  recourfe  to 
m% :  whereopon,  Galba  ordered  a  body  o^ 
Mie  attending  him,  to  ride  in  among  them^ 
kd  thus  killed  feven  thoufand  of  them  ;  but 
at  content  with  this  puniibment,  he  afterwards 
dercd  them  to  be  decimated^  Their  infolepcd 
rmanded  corre6lion ;  but  fuch  extenfive  pu^^ 
flunents  deviated  into  cruelty.  His  next  ftepr 
I  curb  the  infolence  of  the  foldiers,  was  his 
fchat^g  the  German  cohort,  which  had  beeri 
biUifhed  by  the  former  emperors,  as  a  guard 
I  their  perfons.     Thofe  he  fent  home  to  their  * 

ira  country,  unrewarded,  pretending  the/ 
ere  difaffe£ted  to  his  perfon. 

He  fcemed  to  have  two  other  objefts  alfo  irt 
iew :  namely,  to  punilh  thofe  vices  which  had 
Hne  to  an  enormous  height  in  the  laft  reigr^ 
ith  the  ftrideft  feverity ;  and  to  replenifh  tho 
(Chequer,  which  had  been  quite  drained  by  thef 
rodigality  of  his  predcceflbrs.  Thcfe  attempts' 
jly  brought  on  him  the  imputation  of  feverity 
id  avarice  ;  the  ftafte  was  too  much  corrupted 
I  admit  of  fuch  an  immediate  tranfition  fromr 
ice  to  virtue,  as  this  worthy,  but  weak  poli-' 
cian,  attempted  to  effcft.  The  people  had 
»ng  been- maintained  in  Hoth  and  luxury,  by 
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the  prodigality  of  the  former  emperors,   zni 
could  not  think  of  being  obliged  to  feck  for 
ncvf  means  of  fubfiftencc,  or  retrench  their  fu- 
perfluitics.     They  begafl,  therefore,  to  fatirize 
the  old  man,  and  turn  the  fimplicity  of  his  man« 
ners  into  ridicule.     Among  the  marks  of  ava« 
rice  recorded  of  him,  he  is  faid  to  have  groaned 
upon  having  an  expenfive  ibup  ferved  up  to  his 
table ;  he  is  faid  to  have  prelented  to  his  ftcw- 
ard,  for  his  fidelity,  a  plate  of  beans  j  a  famous 
player  upon  the  flute,  named  Canus,  having 
greatly  delighted  him,  it  is  reported,  that  he 
drew  out  his  purfe,  and  gave  him  five  pence, 
telling  him,  that  it  was  private,  and  not  public 
money.     By  fuch  ill-judg'd  frugalities,  at  fuch 
a  time,  Galba  began  to  lofe  his  popularity ;  and 
he  who,  before  his  acccflion,  was  efteemed  by 
all,  now  being  become  emperor,  was  confiJcr-: 
ed  with  ridicule  and  contempt. 

But  there  are  fome  circumftances  of  avarice 
ailed ged  againft  him,  lefs  equivocal  than  thofe 
trifling  ones  already  mentioned.  Shortly  after 
his  coming  to  Rome,  the  people  were  prefcnted 
with  a  moft  grateful  fpedacle  j  which  was  that 
of  Locufta,  Elius,  Polycletus,  Patronius,  and 
Pctinus,  all  the  bloody  minifters  of  Nero's 
cruelty,  drawn  in  fetters  through  the  city,  and 
publickly  executed.  But  Tigclinus,  the  itwft 
notorious  offender  of  all,  was  not  there.  This 
crafty  villain  had  taken  care  for  his  own  fafctyi 
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\}y  the  largencfs  of  his  bribes ;  and  though  the 
people  cried  out  for  vengeance  againft  him,  at 
the  theatre,  and  the  circus,  yet  the  emperor 
granted  him  his  life  and  pardon.  Helotus,  the 
eunuch,  alfo,  who  had  been  the  inftrument  of 
poifoning Claudius,  efcaped,  and  owed  his  fafety 
to  the  proper  application  of  his  wealth. 

This  coUufion,  however,  was  owing  rather  to 
the  avarice  of  Galba's  favourites  than  to  his ; 
for,  whether  from  the  infirmity  of  age,  or  the 
multiplicity  of  bufmefs^  he  now  fufFcrcd  him- 
firlf  to  be  entirely  governed  by  three  favourites; 
who,  being  continually  in  his  prefcnce,  were 
commonly  ftilcd  his  mafters.  Thefe  were, 
Titus  Venius,  who  had  been  his  lieutenant  in 
Spain,  a  man  of  infatiable  avarice;  Caius  Laco^ 
whom  he  had  made  prefect  of  the  praetorian 
bands-,  and  Icelus,  his  freedman,  who  afpired 
at  the  higheft  command  in  the  equeftrian  order. 
Thefe  three,  very  different  in  their  difpofitions, 
influenced  the  emperor  to  oppofite  purfuits ; 
and  only  agreed  in  one  point,  that  of  abufing 
his  confidence.  Thus,  by  the  inequality  of  his 
condu6t,  he  became  defpicable  to  his  fubjefts. 
At  one  time,  fhewing  himlclf  fcvcre  and 
frugal ;  at  another,  remifs  and  prodigal ; 
condemning  fome  Uluftrious  perfons,  without 
any  hearing  -,  and  pardoning  others,  though 
guilty :  in  fliorr,  nothing  v/as  done  but  by 
the  mediation  of  thefe  favourites  •,  all  offices 
Vol.  II.  S  wcrf 
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were  venal,  and  all  punifhments  redeemable 
money. 

Affiurs  were  In  this  unfettled  pofture 
Rome,  while  the  provinces  were  yet  in  a  w 
condition.  The  fuccefs  of  the  army  in  Sp 
in  chufing  an  emperor,  induced  the  legion 
other  parts,  to  wifh  for  a  fimilar  opporcot 
Accordingly,  many  fedicions  were  kindled^ 
feveral  factions  promoted  in  different  part 
the  empire,  but  particularly  in  Germany.  T1 
were  then,  in  that  province,  two  Roman  am 
the  one,  which  had  lately  attempted  to  ir 
Rufus  Virginius  emperor,  as  has  been  aire 
mentioned,  and  which  was  commanded  bjf 
lieutenant:  the  other,  commanded  by  Vit«^ 
who  long  had  an  ambition  to  obtain  the  em 
for  himfelf.  The  former  of  thefe  armies, 
IpiQng  their  prefcnt  generaU  and  confidei 
themfelves  as  fufpefted  by  the  emperor, 
having  been  the  laft  to  acknowledge  his  t 
refolved  now  to  be  forcmoft  in  denying 
Accordingly,  when  they  were  fummoned  to  t 
the  oaths  of  homage  and  fidelity,  they  ref 
to  acknowledge  any  other  commands  buttl 
of  the  fenate.  This  refufal  they  backed  1 
meflage  to  the  prretorian  bands,  import 
that  they  were  refolved  not  to  acquiefcc  in 
eleftion  of  an  emperor  created  in  Spain ; 
defiring  that  the  fenate  fliould  proceed  to  a; 
choice. 
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Golba  being  informed  of  chefe  commotions^* 
was  ienfible,  that,  beflde  his  age,  he  was  lefs 
lefpefted  for  want  of  an  heir.     He  refolved, 
therefore,  to  put  what  he  hid  formerly  de- 
figned  in  execution,  and  to  adopt  fome  perfon» 
wfcofc  virtues  might  deferve  fuch  advancement, 
ttd  proteft  his  declining  age  from  danger. 
His  £ivourites  underfianding  his  determination^ 
faftantly  reiblved  on  giving  him  an  hein  of 
didr  own  chufing ;  fo  that  there  arofe  a  great 
oomention  among  them  upon  this  occafion. 
Otho  made  warm  application  for  himfelf,  al« 
ledging  the  great  fervices  he  had  done  the  em- 
peror, as  being  the  firft  man  of  note  who  came 
to  his  afliftance,  when  he  had  declared  againft 
Nero.    However,  Galba,  being  fully  refolved 
CD  confult  the  public  good  alone,  rejefted  his 
filiti  and,  on  a  day  appointed,  ordered  Pifo  Lu- 
dnianus  to  attend  him.  The  charafter  given  by 
hiftorians  of  Pifo  is,  that  he  was  every  way  wor- 
thy of  the  honour  defigned  him.    He  was  no 
way  related  to  Galba ;  and  had  no  other  intereft 
hut  merit  to  recommend  him  to  his  favour. 
Taking  this  youth,  therefore,  by  the  hand,  in  the 
[defence  of  his  friends,  he  adopted  him  to  fucceed 
0  the  empire,  giving  him  the  mod  whollbmc 
•flbns  for  guiding  his  future  conduft..    Pifo's 
>nduft  (hewed  that  he  was  highly  deferving  this 
'ftinftion:  in  all  his  deportment  there  appeared 
cli  modcfty,  firmneli,  and  equality  of  mind, 
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as  befpoke  him  rather  capable  of  difchar^n[ 
than  ambitious  of  obtaining,  his  prelcnt  dignir 
But  the  army  and  the  fenate  did  not  feci 
equally  difmtercfted  upon  this  occafion;  the 
had  been  fo  long  ufed  to  bribery  and  corrupuoi 
that  they  could  now  bear  no  emperor,  who  w. 
DOt  in  a  capacity  of  fatisfying  their  avarice.  Tl 
adoption,  therefore,  of  Pifo,  was  but  coldly  r 
ccivcd ;  for  his  virtues  were  no  recommendatk 
in  a  nation  of  univerfal  depravity. 

Otho,  now  finding  his  hopes  of  adoptit 
wholly  fruftratcd,  and  ftill  further  ftimulac 
by  the  immcnfe  load  of  debt  which  he  b 
contrafted  by  his  riotous  way  of  living,  i 
I'olved  upon  obtaining  the  empire  by  fon 
fince  he  could  not  by  peaceable  rucccflion. 
fact,  his  circumftances  were  fo  very  deipera 
that  he  was  heard  to  fay,  That  it  was  equal 
hiin  whether  he  fell  by  his  enemies  in  the  fie 
or  by  his  creditors  in  the  city.  He,  thercfo 
railed  a  moderate  fum  of  money,  by  felling  . 
intereft  to  a  perfon  who  wanted  a  place-,  a 
with  this,  bribed  two  fubaltern  officers  in  ! 
pnutorian  bands;  fuj)plying  the  deficiency 
his  largefTes  by  promifes  and  plaufible  prctenc 
Having,  in  this  manner,  in  leis  than  eight  da 
corrupted  the  fivlelity  of  the  foldiers,  he  ft< 
fecretly  from  the  emperor,  while  he  was  (ac 
licing ;  and  afiembling  the  foldiers,  in  a  flu 
fpeccii,  urged  the  cruchies,  and  the  avarice 
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Galba.     Finding  thefc  his  inveftivcs  received 

:   with  univerfal  Oiouts  by  the  whole  army,    he 

r   entirely  threw  off  the  mafic,  and  avowed  his 

[   intentions  of  dethroning  him.      The  foldiers 

r    being  ripe  for  fedition,  immediately  fccondcd 

I   Ins  views,  and  taking  Otho  upon  their  (houldcrs, 

immediately  declared  him  emperor  -,   and,  to 

ftrikc  the  citizens  with  terror,  carried  him,  witli 

their  fwords  drawn,  into  the  camp. 

Galba,  in  the  mean  time,  being  informed  of 
Ac  revolt  of  the  army,  feemed  utterly  con- 
founded,  and  in  want  of  fufficient  relolction 
to  face  an  event,  which  he  fhould  have  iJng 
'forcfcen.     In  this  manner  the  poor  old  rr  -.i 
continued  wavering  and  doubtful;  till,  at  hC:^ 
hcing  deluded  by  a  falfe  report  of  Otho's  being 
flain,  he  rode  into  the  forum  in  complete  ar- 
niour,  and  attended  by  many  of  his  followers. 
Juft  at  the  fame  inftant,  a  body  of  horfe,  fent 
from  the  camp  to  deftroy  him,  entered  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  and  each  party  prepared  for  the 
Encounter.     For  fome  time  hoftilities  were  fuf- 
pended  on  each  fide ;  Galba  being  confufcd  and 
'n-cfolute ;  and  his  antagonifts  ftruck  with  hor- 
^^T  at  the  bafenefs  of  their  enterprize.     At 
*^ngth,  however,  finding  the  emperor  in  fome 
f^cafure  deferted  by  his  adherents,  they  rufhed 
^ri  upon  him,  trampling  the  crowds  of  people 
^Viat  then  filled  the  forum,  under  foot.     Galba 
*^ing  them  approach,  feemed  to  recollc(5l  all 
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his  former  fortitude;  and  bending  bis  head 
forward,  bid  ihe  aflalTins  (Irike  it  off,  if  it  weiv 
for  the  good  of  the  people.  This  was  quicUf 
performed-,  and  his  head  being  fet  upon  tfae 
point  of  a  launce,  was  prefented  t6  Otho,  who 
ordered  it  to  be  contemptuoufly  carried  round 
the  camp ;  his  body  remaining  unburied  in  the 
ftreets,  till  it  was  buried  by  one  of  his  flaves. 
A.D  69.  fje  died  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  his  age^ 
after  a  fhort  reign  of  fcven  months ;  as  illuft* 
rious  by  his  own  virtues,  as  it  was  conumioated 
by  the  vices  of  his  favourites,  who  fliared  m  bk 
downfall. 


CHAP.         XL 

Otho,  the  Eighth  Emperor  of  Rome. 


N. 


O  fooner  was  Galba  thus  murdered,  than 
the  fenate  and  people  ran  in  crowds  to  the 
camp,  contending  who  ftiould  be  forcmoft  in 
extolling  the  virtues  of  the  new  emperor,  and 
deprcfPing  the  charafter  of  him  they  had  fo  un- 
juftly  deftroyed.  Each  laboured  to  excel  the 
rett  in  his  inflances  of  homage;  and  the  lefs  bis 
^  afFcdtions  were  for  him,  the  more  did  he  in% 
dulge  all  the  vehemence  of  exaggerated  praife, 
Otho  finding  himfclf  furrounded  by  congrttu* 

lating 
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hdng  multitudes,  immediately  repaired  to  the 
leoate>  where  he  received  the  titles  ufually  given 
to  the  emperors;  and  from  thence  returned  to 
the  palace,  feemingly  refolved  to  reform  his 
fife,  and  aflume  manners  becoming  the  grcat- 
■ds  of  his  ftation. 

He  began  his  reign  by  a  fignal  inftance  of 
demency,  in  pardoning  Marius  Celfus,  who  had 
been  highly  favoured  by  Galba ;  and  not  con- 
Itntcd  with  barely  forgiving,  he  advanced  him 
ID  the  higheft  honours;  aflerting,  that  '^  fidelity 
•*dcfcrvcd  every  reward."  This  aft  of  cle- 
mency was  followed  by  another  of  juftice, 
equally  agreeable  to  the  people.  Tigellinus, 
Nero*s  favourite,  he  who  had  been  the  pro* 
siocer  of  all  his  cruelties,  was  now  put  to 
death  i  and  all  fuch  as  had  been  unjuftly  ba- 
niihed,  or  dripped,  at  his  inftigation,  during 
Nero's  reign,  were  reftored  to  their  country  and 
fortunes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  legions  in  Lower 
Germany,  having  been  purchafed  by  the  large 
gifts  and  fpecious  promifes  of  Vitellius  their  ge- 
neral, were  at  length  induced  to  proclaim  him 
emperor;  and,  regard lefs  of  the  fcnate,  they 
declared  that  they  had  an  equal  right  to  appoint 
to  that  high  ftation,  with  the  cohorts  at  Rome. 
The  news  of  this  conduft  in  the  army,  foon 
fpread  confternation  throughout  Rome;  but 
Otho  was  particularly  ftruck  with  the  account, 
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as  being  apprehenfive,  that  nothing  but  thtf 
blood  of  his  countrymen  could  decide  a  conteft^ 
of  which  his  own  ambition  only  was  the  caufe« 
Of  all  characters  in  hi{lory,Otho's  feems  the  ovlf 
one  which  was  mended  by  advancement;-  forwe 
now  find  Otho,  the  emperor,  very  different  from 
himfclf,  when  in  a  private  ftation ;  he  was,  in 
the  former  period,  weak,  vicious  and  de« 
bauched ;  but,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he 
appears  courageous,  benevolent  and  humane. 
He  now,  therefore,  fought  to  come  to  an  agree* 
ment  with  Vitellius  ;  but  this  not  fucceeding, 
both  fides  began  their  preparations  for  war, 
However,  all  things  feemed  to  be  unfavour* 
abh  to  Otho.  The  chief  of  the  fenate  were 
grown  old  and  impotent;  the  rich  men  of  Rome 
were  inJ.olent  and  flothful;  the  knights  had 
long  been  difiblved  in  eafe  and  luxury;  and 
the  cohorts  thtrinfelves  were  relaxed  from  the 
military  diicipline  of  their  anceftors.  News  be- 
ing received  that  Vitcliius  was  upon  his  mar.h 
%o  Italy,  Otho  departed  from  Rome  with  a  vaft 
army  to  oppofe  him.  But  though  he  was  very 
powerful,  with  regard  to  numbers,  his  men, 
being  but  little  ufed  to  war,  could  not  be  relied 
pn.  lie  fcemcd,  by  his  behaviour,  fcnfible  of 
the  difproportion  of  his  forces;  and  he  is  faid 
to  have  been  tortured  with  frightful  dreams, 
and  the  mofl:  boding  apprehenfions.  It  is  alio 
reported   by  fome,   that  one  night,  fetching 

many 
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any  profound  fighs  in  his  deep,  his  fcrvant$ 
II  haftily  to  his    bed-fidc,  and   found   him 
etched  on  the  ground.     He  alleJged,  he  had 
rn   the  gholt   of  Gaiba,   which  had,   in  a 
reatening  manner,  beat  and  pulTied  him  rude- 
from  the  bed  •,  and  he  afterwards  ufed  many 
ipiations  to  appeafe  it.     However  this  be,  he 
ocecded  with  a  great  (hew  of  courage,  till  he 
rived  at  tl)e  city  of  Brixellum,  on  the  river 
y,  'Wherc  he  remained,  fending  his  force?  1»  •^• 
re  him,  under  the  condudt  of  his  gc.'^ci.'.vT 
JCtonius  and  Celfus,   who  made  what  hail .; 
iCy  could  to  give  the  enemy  battle.    The  army 
•  Vitellius,  which  copfifted  of  feventy  thou- 
nd  men,  was  commanded  by  his  generals  Va- 
ns and  Cecina,  he  himfelf  remaining  in  Gaul, 
.  order  to  bring  up  the  reft  of  his  forces, 
hus  both  fides  haftened  to  meet  each  other 
ith  fo  much  animofity  and  precipitation,  that 
iree  confiderable  battles  were  fought  in  the 
)acc  of  three  days.     One  near  Placentia,  ano- 
ler  near  Cremona,  and  a  third,  at  a  place  callecj 
aftor ;   in  all  which,  Otho  and  the  Romans 
ad  the  advantage.     But  thefe  fuccefles  were 
ut  of  fhort-lived  continuance,  for  Valcns  and 
ccinnia,  who  had  hidierto  adcd  feperately, 
)ining  their  forces,  and  reinforcing  their  ar- 
lies  with  frefh  fupplies,  refolved  to  come  to  a 
pneral  engagement.     Otho,  who  by  this  time 
ad  joined  his  army,  at  a  little  village  called 
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Bebriacum,  finding  the  enemy,  notwithftud^ 
ing  their  late  lofles,  inclined  to  come  to  a 
battle,  refolved  to  call  a  council  of  war,  to 
determine  upon  the  proper  meafurcs  to  be 
taken.  His  generals  were  of  opinion  to  procnft 
the  war :  but  others,  whofc  inexpeiiciice  had 
'given  them  caufeiefs  confidence,  declared,  that 
nothing  but  a  bp.trle  could  relieve  the  miieries  of 
the  (late ;  protciiing  that  Fortune,  and  all  the 
Gods,  ^vith  the  uivinity  of  the  emperor  himfelf, 
favoured  the  dcfign,  and  would,  undoubtedly, 
profper  the  cnterprize.  In  this  advice  Otbo 
acquiefced :  he  had  been  for  fome  time  ib  an- 
eafy  under  the  war,  that  he  feemed  willing  to 
exchange  fufpence  for  danger.  However  he 
was  fo  furrounded  by  flatterers,  that  he  was 
prohibited  from  being  perfonally  prefent  in  the 
engagement,  but  prevailed  upon  to  refervc  hiro» 
felf  for  the  fortune  of  the  empire,  and  wait 
the  event  at  Brixellum.  The  affairs  of  both 
armies  being  thus  adjufted,  they  came  to  an 
engagement  at  Bebriacum  -,  where,  in  the  be- 
ginning, thofe  on  the  fide  of  Otho  feemed  to 
have  the  advantage,  and,  at  the  firft  onfet,  flew 
all  the  firft  rank,  and  won  the  eagle,  which  was 
confidercd  as  a  certain  prefage  of  vidlory. 
Both  armies  were  extremely  encumbered  with 
trees  and  hedges,  fo  that  thty  were  obliged  to 
fight  with  very  linle  regularity,  an;)  the  en- 
gagement feemed  a  tumuUuar)'  oppofition  of 

forces. 
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forces,  without  a  plan,  and  without  a  com- 
mander. At  length,  however,  the  fuperior 
dilciprme  of  the  legions  of  Vitellius,  turned  the 
icalc  of  victory.  They,  after  fome  time,  formed 
tbemielves  from  a  ftatc  of  apparent  conf  ufion, 
ind  attacking  the  enemy  in  flank,  gained  a 
(ignal  and  decifive  viftory.  Otho's  army  fled 
in  great  confufion  towards  Bebriacum,  being 
purfued  with  miferable  flaughter  all  the  way. 

In  the  mean  time,  Otho  waited  for  the  news 
of  the  batde  with  great  impatience,  and  feemed 
to  tax  his  meflengers  with  delay.  The  firft  ac- 
count of  his  defeat  was  brought  him  by  a  com- 
mon foldier,  who  had  efcaped  fix)m  the  field  of 
batde.  However,  Otho,  who  was  ftill  fur- 
rounded  by  flatterers,  was  defired  to  give  no 
credit  to  a  bafe  fugitive,  who  was  guilty  of 
^ehood,  only  to  cover  his  own  cowardice. 
The  foldier,  however,  ftill  perfifted  in  the  ve- 
racity of  his  report;  and,  finding  none  inclined 
to  believe  him,  immediately  fell  upon  his  fword, 
and  expired  at  the  emperor's  feet.  Otho  was  ib 
much  ftruck  with  the  death  of  this  faithful  cen- 
dnel,  that  he  cried  out,  that  he  would  caufe 
the  ruin  of  no  more  fuch  valiant  and  worthy 
(bldiers,  but  would  end  the  contcft  the  fhorteft 
way.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore,  that  his  fol- 
lowers gathered  round  him,  endeavouring  to 
revive  his  hopes,  and  infpirc  him  with  frefli 
imbition :  in  vain  did  thole,  who  were  too 

diflant 
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diftant  to  be  heard,  life  up  their  hands  to  be-* 
feech  him ;  he  was  deaf  to  all  their  intreaties;. 
he  had  formed  a  refolution  to  die,  as  the  only 
means  of  ridding  himfelf  of  his  cares,  and  his 
country  of  its  calamities.     Having,  therefore, 
given  the  fignal  for  fpeaking,  he  addrefTcd  the 
fliattered  remains  of  his  army  with  great  intre- 
pidity.    "  I  efteem,**    cried  he,    "  this  day, 
**  as  far  more  glorious  than  that  of  my  clcc- 
**  tion,  fince  it  has  convinced  me  of  your  fide- 
•*  lity  and  affe6lion.     I  muft,  however,  intreat 
"  for  one   favour  more  •,  which  is,  to  die,  ia 
**  order  to  procure  your  fafety :  I  can  never  fo 
•'  much  advance  the  intcrells  of  my  country 
•*  by  war  and  blood,  as  by  facrificing  myfelf 
•'  for  its  peace.     Others  have  purchafcd  fame 
**  by  governing  well  -,   let  it  be  my  boaft  to 
*'  leave  an  empire,  rather  than,  by  my  ambi- 
*'  tion,  to  weaken  or  deftroy  it."   Afrcr  fpeak- 
ing to  this  effeft,  he  intreated  his  fi)llo\Vf  rs  to 
yield  themfclves  to  Vitellius,  and  not  provoke 
him  by  obftinacy  or  delay.    Then  rebuking  the 
unrealbn?.ble  fears  of  thofc  about  Iiini,  without 
any  figns  of  fear,  either  in  his  looks  or  words, 
he  retired  to  his  chamber:   there  he  wrote  two 
conlblatory  letters  to  his  fiPcer,  and  a  tliird  to 
Mcflalina,  whom  he  had  defijrncd  tor  his  wife. 
He  next  burnt  fuch  letters  and  papers  as  might 
he  prejudicial  to  his  friends,  and  diftribuicd 
Jbp;e  monev  and  jewels  among  his  iViends  and 

doir.eftirs. 
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cs,  I  le  then  prepared  to  die  i  hut  per- 
a  tumult  among  the  foldiers,  who  pre- 
0  punifh  fomc  that  were  going  privately 
he  cried  out»  "  Let  me  then  add  one 
nore  to  my  life."  Upon  which  he  or- 
alis chamber  door  to  be  thrown  open, 
ployed  the  remaining  part  of  the  day  in 
ig  the  violence  of  his  foldiers,  and  giving 
to  all  fuch  as  defired  admittance.  Having 
*rformed  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  and 
quenched  his  thirll  with  a  draught  of 
Iter,  he  ordered  the  doors  to  be  fecured. 
n  tojk  two  daggers,  and  having  tried 
ofen  the  fharpeft,  he  laid  it  under  his 
and  fell  into  a  profound  fleep.  Awaking 
ik  of  day,  ho  perceived  one  of  his  fcr- 
emaining  in  the  room,  whom  he  com- 
J  to  retire.  Then  taking  the  dagger^ 
e  himfelf  a  mortal  blow  on  the  left  fide, 
th  a  finglc  groan  ended  his  life,  after  a 
eign  of  three  months  and  five  days, 
ib  l')methinfy  in  the  conclufion  of  this 

o 

s  rci[;n,  that  Teems  to  atone  for  the  vile 
Js  by  which  he  acquired  dominion.  His 
icy  and  jufllce,  while  he  continued  on  the 
,  and  the  calm  manner  in  which  he  re- 
it,  make  us  almofl:  regret  his  wanting 
[:)ortiinity  to  difplay  his  newly  acquired 
;  wiih  more  pcrnuncnt  luftre. 

C  H  A  P. 


pj^  thehistor.yof: 

CHAP.      X. 

ViTELLius^  the  Ninth  Empeeor  of  Rome; 

A«D.7o.  XT  was  no  fooner  known  that  Otho  had  kilkd 
himfelf,  than  all  the  foldiers  repaired  to  Vir^ 
nius,  the  commander  of  the  German  legioni, 
earneftly  intreating  him  to  take  upon  him  the 
reigns  of  government ;  or,  at  leaft,  intreatii^ 
his  mediation  with  the  generals  of  Vitellius  in 
their  favour.  Upon  his  declining  their  requeft^ 
Rubrius  Gallus,  a  perfon  of  conQderable  note, 
immediately  undertook  their  embafly  to  the  ge- 
nerals of  the  conquering  army,  and  foon  afer 
obtained  pardon  for  all  the  adherents  of  Otho. 
Vitellius  was  immediately  after  declared  em- 
peror by  the  fcnate,  and  received  the  marks  of 
diftindbion,  which  were  now  accuftomed  to  fol- 
low the  appointments  of  the  ftrongeftjfide.  At 
the  fame  time,  Italy  was  fevercly  embarraffid 
by  the  foldiers,  who  committed  fuch  outrages, 
as  exceeded  all  the  opprcflions  of  the  moft  ca- 
lamitous war.  Vitellius,  who  was  yet  in  Gaul, 
refolvcd,  before  he  fet  out  for  Rome,  to  punilh 
the  prxtorian  cohorts,  who  had  been  the  inftru- 
ments  of  all  the  late  didurbances  in  the  (late. 

He. 
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therefore,  caufed  them  to  be  .difarmedy 
leprired  of  the  name  and  honour  of  fol- 
He  ordered  alfo  an  hundred  and  fifty  of 
who  were  moft  guilty,  to  be  put  to  death. 
Iiefe  bright  beginnings,  however,  were 
(haded  by  hts  vices  and  extravagance.  As 
proached  towards  Rome,  he  paired  through 
dwns  with  all  imaginable  fplendour;  his 
3^  by  water  was  in  painted  galleys,  adorned 

garlands  of  flowers,  and  profufely  fur^ 
d  with  the  greatefl:  delicacies.  In  his  jour- 
there  neither  was  order  or  difcipline  among 
Ibldiers;   they  plundered  wherever  they 

with  impunity,  and  he  fccmed  no  way  dif- 
td  at  the  licentioufnefs  of  their  behaviour. 
1  his  arrival  on  the  field  where  the  battle 
ought,  which  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  the 
re,  obftrving  the  great  number  of  dead 
rs  fcattered  over  the  plain,  men  and  horfes 
liedly  intermuccd,  putrefying,  and  taint- 
he  air  with  their  flench,  he  feemed  no  way 
:ed  at  the  fpeftacle ;  but  obfcrved  to  thofe 
t  him,  that  a  dead  enemy  fmelt  well  ^  and 
calling  for  wine,  he  drank  upon  the  field, 
ordered  larfje  quantities  to  be  diftributcd 
ig  his  foldiers. 
pon  his  arrival  at  Rome,  he  entered  the 

not  as  a  place  he  came  to  govern  with 
«,  but  as  a  town  that  was  become  his  own 
le  laws  of  conqueft.   He  marched  through 

the 
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the  ilreets,  mounted  onhorfcback^all  in  arxiXHlri; 
the  fenate  and  people  going  before  him  as  if  the 
captives  of  his  lace  vidory.  He  the  next  day 
made  the  fenate  a  (peech,  in  which  he  magnified 
his  own  aflions,  and  promifed  them  extraordi* 
nary  advantages  from  his  adminiftration.  Ht 
next  harangued  the  people,  who  being  nov 
long  accuftomed  to  flatter  all  in  authority, 
highly  applauded,  and  blefled  their  new  cm* 
pcror. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  foldiers  being  per*^ 
niitted  to  fatiate  themfclves  in  the  debaucheries 
of  the  city,  grew  totally  unfit  for  war.  The 
principal  affairs  of  the  ftatc,  were  managed  bf 
the  lowed  wretches,  whom  Fortune,  in  her 
capricious  moments,  fcemed  pleafed  with  ex- 
alting. Afiaticus,  his  freed-man,  attended  by  a 
groupe  of  players  and  charioteers,  governed 
all  things,  and  brouglit  virtue  into  difrepute 
by  iht'ir  vicious  example.  Vitellius,  more  aban- 
doned than  they,  gave  himfelf  up  to  all  kindsof 
luxury  and  profulenefs ;  but  gluttony  was  his 
favourite  vice-,  fo  that  he  brought  himfelf  to  an 
li.il>:c  ot  vomiting,  in  order  to  be  able  to  renew 
];.  meals  at  pleafure.  His  entertainmentSi 
tiioiigh  fcldoni  at  his  own  cod,  were  prodig^ 
oully  cxpcnfive  •,  he  frequently  invited  himfelf 
to  the  tables  of  his  fubjefts,  breakfafting  with 
one,  dining  with  another,  and  fupping  with  a 
third,  all  in  the  lame  day.  The  mod  memo* 
z  rablc 
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e  of  thefe  entertainments  was,  that  made 

him  by  his  brother,  on  his  arrival  at  Rome^ 

his;  were  ferved  up  two  cbOufai\d  feveral 

es  of  fifh,  and  feven  tholifand  fowl  of  the 

I  valuable  kinds.  But  in  one  particular  di(h, 

eemed  to  haVe  outdone  all  the  former  pro^" 

yti  of  the  ihofl:  luxurious  Romans.    This 

,  which  was  of  fuch  magnitude  as  td  be 

ed  the  (hield  of  Minerva,  Was  filled  with  an 

made  from  the  founds  of  the  fifh  called 
ri,  the  brains  of  pheafants  and  woodcocks, 
tongue^  of  the  moft  coftly  birds,  and  the 
vn  of  lampreys  brought  from  the  Carpa- 
n  fca.  In  order  to  cook  this  diOi  properly, 
mace  was  built  in  the  fields,  as  it  was  too 
e  for  any  kitchen  to  contain  it« 
a  this  manner  did  this  beaftly  creature  pro- 
l,  fpending  his  time  in  the  pioft  grofs  len- 
ities ;  fo  that  Jofephus  tells  uS,  that  if  he 
reigned  long,  the  whole  empire  would  not 
z  been  fufficieht  to  have  maintained  hi^  glut- 
re  All  the  attendants  of  his  court  fought 
life  themfclves,  not  by  their  virtue  or  abi- 
5^  but  the  fumptuoufnefs  of  their  cntertain- 
its.     This  prodigality  produced  its  attend^ 

want;   and  that^    in  turn,   gave  rife  to 
Jty. 

"hofe  who  had  formerly  btcn  his  aflbciatcs^ 
e  now  dcftroyed  without  mercy.  Going  to 
:  one  of  them  in  a  violent  fever,  be  mingled 
OL IL  X  poifoa 
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poilbn  with  his  water,  and  delivered  it  to  hini 
with  his  own  handi^.  He  never  pardoned  thole 
money  lenders  who  came  to  demand  payment 
of  his  former  debts.  One  of  the  number  coming 
to  falute  him,  he  immediately  ordered  him  to 
be  carried  off  to  execution  ^  but  (hortly  after, 
commanding  him  to  be  brought  back^  when  aU 
his  attendants  thought  it  was  to  pardon  the  un- 
happy creditor^  Vitellius  gave  them  foon  to.uw 
derdand,  that  it  was  merely  to  have  the  pleafore 
of  feeding  his  eyes  with  bis  torments. .  Having 
condemned  another  to  deaths  he  executed  his 
two  fons  with  him,  only  for  their  prcfaming  to 
intercede  for  their  father.  .  A  Roman  knight 
being  dragged  away  to  execution,  and  crying 
out,  that  he  had  made  the  emperor  liis  heir, 
Vitellius  demanded  to  fee  the  will,  where  find- 
ing himfelf  joini  heir  with  another,  he  ordered 
both  to  be  executed,  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
kgacy  without  a  partner. 

By  the  continuance  of  fuch  vices  and  cruet- 
ties  as  thefc,  he  became,  not  only  a  burthen  to 
t  himfclf,  but  odious  to  all  mankind.  The  aftro- 
logers,  a  fot  of  people  who  feldom  fail  tafore- 
tell  the  ruin  of  one,  whofc  whole  ftudy  it  is  to 
become  inimical  to  the  world,  began  by  pro- 
gnofticating  his  downfall.  A  writing  was  fct  up 
in  the  forum  to  this  effed,'  "  We,  in  tlic  name 
**  of  the  ancient  Chalda;ans,  give  Vitellius 
**  warning,  to  depart  this  life  by  the  calends 

4^o£ 
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rf  Oftobcr."  Vitcllius,  on  his  part,  received 
rir  information  with  terror,  and  ordered  all 
t  aUrologcrs  to  be  banifhed  from  Rome.  An 
I  woman  having  foretold,  that,  if  he  furvived 
I  mother,  he  (hould  reign  many  years  in  hap- 
ic6  and  fecurity,  this  gave  him  a  defirc  of 
tting  her  to  death ;  which  he  did,  by  refufing 
r  fuftenance,  under  pretence  of  its  being  prc- 
licial  to  her  health.  But  he  foon  faw  the  fu- 
lly of  relying  upon  fuch  vain  prognofti- 
dons ;  for  his  foldiers,  by  their  cruelty  and  ra- 
le,  having  become  infupportable  to  the  inha- 
lants' of  Rome,  the  legions  of  the  eaft,  whd 
d  at  firft  acquiefced  in  his  dominion^  begari 

revolt ;  and,  fhortly  after,  unanimoufly  re- 
vcd  to  make  Vefpafian  emperor. 
Vcfpafian,  who  was  aJ)pointed  commander 
ainft  the  rebellious  Jews,  had  reduced  mod 

their  country,   except  Jerufalcm,   to  fub- 
Hon.     The  death  of  Nefo,   however,  had 

firft  interrupted  the  prcgrefs  of  his  arms ; 
d  the  fucceffion  of  Galba,  gave  a  temporary 
cck  to  his  conquefts,  as  he  was  obliged  ta 
id  his  fjn  Titus  to  Rome,  to  receive  that  em- 
ror's  commands.  Titus,  however,  was  lo  lonjr 
tained  by  contrary  winds,  that  he  received 
ws  of  Galba's  death  before  he  fct  fail.  He 
eh  refolved  to  continue  neuter,  durlnf^  the 
/il  wars  between  Otho  and  Viu^llius  -,  and 
aen  the  latter  prevailed,  he  gave  him  his  ho- 
T  ?•  n^ase 
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mage  with  reluftancc.  But  being  defirous  of 
acquiring  reputation,  though  he  diQiked  the 
government,  he  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  Jc- 
rufalem,  and  aflually  made  preparations  for 
that  great  undertaking,  when  he  was  given  to 
underfland,  that  Vitellius  was  detefted  by  all 
ranks  in  the  empire.  Thefe  murmurings  in- 
creafed  every  day;  while  Vdpafian  fecretly en- 
deavoured to  advance  the  dilcontents  of  his 
army.  By  thefe  means,  they  began,  at  length* 
to  fix  their  eyes  upon  him  as  a  perfon  the  nx)ft 
capable  and  willing  to  terminate  the  miferlesof 
his  country,  and  put  a  period  to  the  injuries  it 
fuBered.  Not  only  the  legions  under  his  com- 
mand, but  thole  in  Ma^fia  and  Pannonia  came 
to  the  fame  refolution,  fo  that  they  declared 
thenifelves  for  Vefpafian.  He  was  alfo,  widj- 
out  his  own  confent,  proclaimed  emperor  at 
Alexandria,  the  army  there  confirming  their 
fufirageswith  extraordinary  applaufe,  and  pay- 
ing their  accuftomed  homage.  Still,  however, 
Vefpafian  fcemcrd  to  decline  the  honours  donQ 
him  ;  till,  at  length,  his  foldiers  compelled  him, 
with  their  threats  of  immediate  death,  to  accept 
a  title,  which,  in  all  probability,  he  wilhed  (o 
enjoy.  He  now,  therefore,  called  a  council  of 
war,  N^here  it  was  refolvcd,  That  his  fon  Titus 
Ciould  carry  on  the  war  againft  i\\c  Jews ;  and 
that  Mutianus,  one  of  his  generals,  (houlJ,  with 
the  jyc^tcll  part  of  his  legions,  enter  lialy* 

while 
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Ic  Vcfpafian  himfelf  (hould  levy  forces  in  ^11 
ts  of  the  eaft,  in  order  to  reinfoi:ce  them,  in 
;  of  neccfBty. 

During  thefe  preparations,  Vitcllius,  though 
icd  in  floth  and   luxury,  was  rcfolvcd  to 
kc  an  effort  to  defend  the  empire ;  where- 
:,  his  chief  commanders,  Valcns  and  Ce- 
na,  were  ordered  to  make  all  poflible  prc- 
ations  to  refift  the  invaders.    The  firft  army 
t  entered  Italy  with  an  hoftile  intention, 
I  under  the  command  of  Antonius  Primus, 
o  was  met  by  Cecinna,  near  Cremona.     A 
tie  was  expelled  to  enfue^  but  a  negotiation 
ing  place,  Cecinna  was  prevailed  upon  to 
inge  fides,  and  declare  for  Vefpafian.     His 
ny,  however,  quickly  repented  of  what  they 
i  done ;  and,  imprifoning  their  general,  at- 
ked   Antonius,    though  without  a  leader. 
IC  engagement  continued  during  the  whole 
jht ;  and,  in  the  morning,  after  a  (hort  re- 
i,    both  armies  engaged   a  fecond  time; 
LCD   the  foldiers  of  Antonius  faluting  the 
ing  fun,  according  to  cuftom,  the  Vitellians 
)pofing  that  they  had  received  new  reinforce- 
rnts,   betook  themfclves  to  flight,  with  the 
s   of  thirty  thoufand  men.     Shortly   after, 
ving  their  general  Cecinna  from  prifon,  they 
evailed  upon  him  to  intercede  with  the  con- 
lerors  for  pardon;  which  they  obtained,  thougli 
t  without  the  moft  horrid  barbarities  co.n- 
T  3  miacvl 
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niicted  upon  the  citizens  of  Cremona,  whither 
they  had  retired  for  (hcltcr. 

In  the  mean  time,  Vitellius  was  wallowiog 
in  all  kinds  of  luxury  ^nd  cxcefs.  However, 
when  informed  of  the  defeat  of  his  army,  hi$ 
former  infolence  was  converted  into  an  extrema 
of  timidity  and  Irrefolution,  At  lengt  h,  roufing 
from  his  lethargy  of  protrafted  vice,  he  com- 
manded Julius  Prifcus,  and  Alphenus  Varusi 
with  fome  forces  that  were  in  readineis,  to 
guard  the  pafTes  of  the  Appenines,  to  prevent 
the.  enemy's  march  to  Rome  i  referving  the 
principal  body  of  his  army,  to  fecure  the  city, 
under  the  command  of  his  brother  Lucius, 
But,  being  perfuaded  to  repair  to  his  army 
in  perlbn,  his  prefence  only  fcrved  to  increaie 
the  contempt  of  his  fuldicrs.  He  there  ap« 
peared  irrefoluce,  and  dill  luxurious  ;  wichouc 
counfel  or  conduct ;  ignorant- of  war ;  and  dc* 
nianding  from  others,  thole  inflru(^ions  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  give.  After  a  (hort  con^ 
tinuance  in  the  camp,  and  underftanding  the 
revolt  of  his  fleet,  he  returned  once  more  to 
Komc,  ever  fearful  of  the  latt  blow,  and  always 
carelefr;  as  to  the  principal  objedt  of  his  con- 
cern. Every  day,  however,  only  fcrved  to  rcth 
dcr  his  affairs  ftiil  more  dcfperate ;  till,  at  lafl, 
he  m?.dc  ofiers  lo  Vel'pafian  of  refigning  tlic 
rmpircr,  provided  his  life  were  fpared,  and  a 
i.tfiicient  revenue  ailotteJ  for  his  fupporc.     In 

.     .  order 
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erder  to  enforce  this  requeft,  he  ifTued  from  his 
palace  in  deep  mourning,  with  all  his  domeftics  « 

weeping  round  him.  He  then  went  to  offer 
the  fword  of  juftice  to  Cecitius,  the<onful; 
which  he  refufing,  the  abjeft  emperor  prepared 
to  lay  down  the  enfigns  of  empire  in  the  temple 
of  Concord.  But  being  interrupted  by  fome,  . 
who  cried  out.  That  he  himfelf  was  Concord, 
he  rcfolved,  upon  fo  weak  an  encouragement, 
ftill  to  maintain  his  power,  and  immediately 
prepared  for  his  defence. 

During  this  fluftuation  of  counfcls,  one 
Sabinus,  who  had  advifed  VitclUus  to  refign, 
perceiving  his  defpcrate  fituation,  refolved,  by 
a  bold  ftcp,  to  oblige  Vcfpafian  •,  and  accord- 
ingly fcized  upon  the  Capitol.  But  he  was  pre- 
mature in  his  attempt  -,  for  the  foldicrs  of  Vi- 
tellius  attacked  him  with  great  fury ;  and  pre- 
vailing by  their  numbers,  loon  laid  that  beau- 

tiful  building  in  afhcs.  During  this  dreadful 
conflagration,  Vitellius  was  tcafting  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Tiberius,  and  beholding  all  tiie  horrors 
of  the  affault  with  great  fatisfaction.  Sabinus 
was  taken  prifoner;  and  ihorily  aficr  eXwCutcd 
by  the  emperor's  command.  Young  Do.nitian, 
his  n;:phew,  who  was  afterwards  cn.pcror,  ef- 
caped  by  flight,  in  the  habit  c^-  apridt.;  and  all 
the  reft  who  furvivcd  the  fire  were  put  to  the 
fft'ord, 

T  4  Eat 
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But  this  tranficnt  gleam  of  fucceis  frrved 
little  to  improve  the  affairs  of  Vicellius;  he 
vainly  fent  meflenger  after  meflcnger,  to  bring 
Vefpafian's  genera],  Antonius,  to  a  compofi- 
tion :  this  commander,  gave  no  anfwer  to  his 
requefts,  but  ftill  continued  his  march  towards 
Rome.  Being  arrived  before  the  walls  of  the 
city,  the  forces  of  Vitellius  were  refolved  upon 
defending  it  to  the  utmoft  extremity.  It  was 
attacked,  on  three  fides,  with  the  utmoft  fury; 
while  the  army  within,  fallying  upon  the  l»- 
fiegers,  defended  it  with  equal  obftinacy.  The 
battle  laded  a  whole  day ;  till,  at  laft,  the  be- 
fieged  were  driven  into  the  city,  and  a  dreadfid 
flaughter  made  of  them  in  all  the  ((reets  whidi 
they  vainly  attempted  to  defend.  In  the  men 
time,  the  citizens  flood  by,  looking  on  n 
both  fides  fought;  and,  as  if  they  had  been 
in  a  theatre,  clapped  their  hands ;  at  one  tioie 
encouraging  one  party,  and  again  the  other. 
As  either  turned  their  backs,  the  citizens 
would  then  fall  upon  them  in  their  places  o£ 
refuge,  and  fo  kill  and  plunder  them  without 
mercy.  But  what  was  ftill  more  remarkable^ 
during  thefe  dreadful  flaughters,  both  within 
and  without  the  city,  the  people  could  not  be 
prevented  from  celebrating  one  of  their  moft 
riotous  feafts,  called  the  Saturnalia  -,  fo  that  at 
one  time  might  have  been  feen  a  ftrangc  mix- 
ture of  mirth  and  miferj';  of  cruelty  and  lewd- 
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&;  in  one  place,  buiyings  and  flaughters  ; 

another,  drunkennefs  and  feafting;  here 
xams  of  blood,  and  heaps  of  mai^led  bodies; 
ere  lewd  debaucheries  and  (hamelefs  ftrum- 
Jts :  in  a  word,  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  , 

id  all  the  licintiouihefs  of  the  mod  abandoned 
curity. 

During  this  complicated  fccne  of  miferjr, 
itellius,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  it  all, 
tired  privately  to  his  wife's  houie,  upon  mount 
vtntine,  defigning  that  night  to  fly  to  the 
my  commanded  by  his  brother  at  Tarracina: 
Jt  quite  incapable,  through  fear,  of  forming 
ly  relblution,  he  changed  his  mind,  and  rc- 
imed  again  to  his  palace,  now  void  and  de(b- 
tc;  all  his  flaves  now  forfaking  him  in  his 
ftrels,  and  purpofcly  avoiding  his  prefcncc. 
here,  after  wandering  for  fome  time,  quite 
iconiolate,  and  fearing  the  face  of  every  crea- 
iit,  he  hid  himfelf  in  an  obfcure  corner ;  from 
licnce  he  was  foon  taken  by  a  party  of  the 
nquering  foldicrs.  Still,  however,  willing 
•  add  a  few  hours  more  to  his  miferable  life,  he 
rgged  to  be  kept  in  prifon  till  the  arrival  of 
efpafian  at  Rome,  pretending  that  he  had 
crets  of  importance  to  difcover.  But  his  in- 
caties  were  vain:  the  foldicrs  binding  his 
Lnds  behind  him,  and  throwing  an  halter 
•und  his  neck,  led  him  along,  half  naked,  into 
e  public  forum,  upbraiding  him,  as  they  pro- 
I  ceeded^ 
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cccded,  with  all  thofc  bitter  reproaches  thdf 
malice  could  fuggcll,  or  his  own  cruelty  might 
deferve.  They  alfo  tied  his  hair  backwards,  a 
was  ufual  with  the  moft  infamous  malefadorsj 
andhell  thepoint  of  a  fword  under  his  chin,  to 
prevent  his  hiding  his  face  from  the  public 
Some  cad  dire  and  filth  upon  him  as  he  pafledt 
others  (Iruck  him  with  their  hands;  fomeri- 
diculcd  the  defefta  of  his  pcrfon,  his  red  fiery 
face,  and  the  enormous  greatnefs  of  his  bcllf% 
At  length,  being  come  to  the  place  of  punifli- 
mcnt,  they  killed  him  with  many  blows  -,  and 
then  dragging  the  dead  body  through  thcftrcrti 
with  an  hook,  they  threw  it,  with  all  pofliUe 
ignominy,  into  the  river  Tyber.  Such  was  the 
merited  end  of  this  brutal  emperor,  in  the 
fifty-fcventh  year  of  his  age,  after  a  Ihort  reign 
of  eight  months  and  five  days;  fo  that  Plutarch 
compares  this  emperor,  and  his  two  predc- 
ceflbrs,  to  the  kings  in  tragedies,  who  juft  ap- 
pear upon  the  ftage,  and  then  are  dellroycd 
Vircllius  fecmed  th-  only  tyrant  who  entered 
upon  his  command  with  cruelty  :  Nero  and 
Caligula  gave  the  beginnings  of  their  reign© 
mercy  and  juilice :  but  this  monfter  was  fifft 
advanced  for  his  vices  ;  began  his  government 
with  cruelty;  continued  i:  with  univerfal  c!c- 
tellation  •,  anvi  diwcl^  lo  the  fatisfaclion  of  all 
ir.ankind. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.        XL 

VfsPAsiAN,  the  Tenth  Emperor  of  Rome. 

ITELLrUS  being  now  no  more,  the  AD. 701, 
conquering  army  purfucd  the  enemy  through- 
eut  the  whole  city,  while  neither  houfes  nor 
temples  afforded  refuge  to  the  fugitives.  The 
ftrcets  and  public  places  were  all  ftrewed  with 
dead ;  each  man  lying  flain  where  it  was  his 
nsbfortune  to  be  overtaken  by  his  unmerciful 
purfuers.  But  not  only  the  enemy  luffered  in 
this  manner,  but  many  of  the  citizens,  who 
were  obnoxious  to  the  foldiers,  were  dragged 
ftom  their  houfes,  and  killed  without  any  form 
of  trial  The  heat  of  the  refentment  being 
Ibmewhrt  abated,  they  next  began  to  feek  for 
plunder  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for 
tfcc  enemy,  left  no  plac6  without  marks  of  their 
nge  or  rapacity.  Bcfides  the  foldiers,  the  lower 
rabble  joined  in  thefe  detcftable  outrages;  fomc 
of  the  bafeft  flaves  came  and  difcovered  the 
riches  of  their  mafters ;  fome  were  detefted  by 
their  neareft  friends;  the  -whole  city  was  filkd 
^ith  outcry  and  lamentation  -,  infomuch,  that 
the  former  ravaj^es  of  Otho  and  Vitcllius  were 
AOH  coalidered  as  (light  evils  in  comparifon. 
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At  length,  however,  upon  the  arrival  rf 
Mutianus,  general  to  Vefpafian,  thcfe  daugh- 
ters ceafed,  and  the  ftate  began  to  wear  an  ap- 
pearance of  former  tranquility.  Vefpafian  was 
declared  emperor,  by  the  unanimous  confent^ 
both  of  the  fenate  and  the  army ;  and  dignified 
with  all  thofe  titles,  which  now  followed  rather 
the  power,  than  the  merit  of  thofe  who  were 
appointed  to  govern.  Mcflengers  were  diP 
patched  to  him  into  Egypt,  defiring  hb  re- 
turn, and  teftifying  the  utmoftdefire  for  his  go- 
vernment. But  the  winter  being  dangerous 
for  failing,  he  deferred  his  voyage  to  a  more 
convenient  feafon.  Perhaps,  alfo,  the  difTcn- 
fions  in  other  parts  of  the  empire,  retarded  his 
return  to  Rome;  for  Claudius  Civilis,  in  Lower 
Germany,  excited  his  countrymen  to  revolt; 
and  deftroyed  the  Roman  garrifons,  which 
were  placed  in  different  parts  of  that  province. 
Yet,  to  give  his  rebellion  an  air  of  juilice, 
he  caufcd  his  army  to  fwear  allegiance  to  Vef- 
pafian, until  he  found  hhnfclf  in  a  condition  lo 
throw  off  the  mafk.  When  he  thought  himfelf 
fufficicntly  powerful,  he  difclaimed  all  fub- 
mifTion  to  the  Roman  government,  and  having 
overcome  one  or  two  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
empire,  and  being  joined  by  fuch  of  the  Ro- 
mans as  refufed  obedience  to  the  new  em- 
peror, he  boldly  advanced  to  give  Cercalis, 
Vcfpafian's  general,  battle.     In  the  beginning 
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this  engagement,  he  feemed  fuccefsful^ 
taking  the  Roman  legions,  and  putting  their 
valry  to  flight.  But,  at  length,  Cerealis,  by 
s  conduft,  turned  the  fate  of  the  day  j  and 
It  only  routed  the  enemy,  but  took  and  de- 
•oycd  their  camp.  This  engagement,  how- 
er,  was  not  decifive ;  feveral  others  enfued 
tk  doubtful  fuccefs.  An  accommodation,  at 
igth,  determined  what  arms  could  not  elTeft. 
vilis  obtained  peace  for  his  countrymen,  and 
rdon  for  himfelf  ^  for  the  Roman  empu*e 
5,  at  this  time,  fo  torn  by  its  own  divifions^ 
It  the  barbarous  nations  around  made  incur- 
ns  with  impunity,  and  were  fure  of  obtaining 
ace,  whenever  they  thought  proper  to  de- 
ind  it. 

During  the  time  of  thefe  commotions  in 
rmany,  the  Sarmatians,  a  barbarous  nation 
the  north- caft  of  the  empire,  fuddenly 
(led  the  river  lilher,  and  marching  into  the 
»man  dominions  with  celerity  and  fury,  de- 
jyed  feveral  garrifons,  and  an  army  under 
:  command  of  Fontcius  Agrippa.  However, 
y  were  driven  back,  with  fome  flaughter, 
Rubrius  Gallus,  Vefpafian's  lieutenant,  into 
ir  native  forcfts ;  where  feveral  attempts 
re  made  to  confine  them  by  garrifons  and 
ts,  placed  along  the  confines  of  their  country, 
t  thefe  hardy  nations,  having  once  found 
:  way  into  the  empire,  never  after  defifted 

from 
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from  invading  it  at  every  opportunity ;  tiH,  tf 
length,  they  over-ran  and  deftroyed  the  glory  of 
Rome. 

Vcfpafian  continued  fomc  months  at  Alex- 
andria, in  Egypt,  where,  it  is  faid,  he  cured  % 
blind  and  a  lame  man  by  touching  them.    Be^ 
tore  he  fet  out  for  Rome,  he  gave  his  fon  Titus 
the  command  of  the  army  jthat  was  to  lay  fiegC 
to  Jerufalem ;  while  he  himfelf  went  forward, 
and  was  met  many  miles  from  Rome  by  all  the 
fenate,  and  near  half  the  inhabitants,  who  gate 
the  fincereft  teftimonies  of  their  joy,  in  having 
an  emperor  of  fuch  great  and  experienced  vir- 
tues.    Nor  did  he,  in  the  leaft,  difappoint  thdr 
expe6tations  ;   being  equally  affiduous  in  re- 
warding merit,  and  pardoning  his  adverfaries; 
in  reforming  the  manners  of  the  citizens,  and 
fetting  them  the  beft  example  in  his  own. 

In  the  mean  time,  Titus  carried  on  the  waf 
againft  the  Jews  with  vigour.  This  obftinate 
and  infatuated  people  had  long  refolved  to  rcfift 
the  Roman  power,  vainly  hoping  to  find  pro- 
teftion  from  Heaven,  which  their  impieties  had 
uttcriy  offended.  Their  own  hiftorian  rcprc- 
fents  them,  as  arrived  at  the  higheft  pitch  df 
iniquity-,  while  famines,  earthquakes  and  pro* 
digics,  airconfpired  to  forewarn  their  approach- 
ing ruin.  Nor  was  it  fufficient  that  Heaven  and 
earth  fcemcd  combined  againft  them;  they  had 
the  moft  bitter  diflcnfions  among  themfelves  i 


IE   EMPIRE  OF   ROME.  287 

t  fplit  into  two  parties,  that  robbed  and 
d  each  other  with  impunity;  ftill  pil- 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  boafting  their 
the  religion  of  their  anceftors. 
le  head  of  one  of  thofe  parties- was  an 
iry,  whofc  name  was  John.  This  fa- 
Fefted  fovereign  power,  and  filled  the 
city  of  Jerufalem,   and  all  the  towns 

with  tumult  and  pillage.  In  a  Ihort 
new  faftion  arofe,  headed  by  one  Simon, 
thering  together  multitudes  of  robbers 
rdercrs,  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains, 
1  many  cities  and  towns,  and  reduced 
mea  into  his  power.  Jerufalem,  at 
became  the  theatre  in  which  thefe  two 
igues  began  to  exercife  their  mutual  ani- 

John  was  polTeflld  of  the  temple,  while 
vas  admitted  into  the  city;  both  equally 

I  againft  each  other ;  while  flaughter  and 
:ion  followed  their  pretenfions.  Thus 
:ity,  formerly  celebrated  for  peace  and 
)ecome  the  feat  of  tumult  and  confufion. 
IS  in  this  miferaWe  fituation  that  Titus 
>  fit  down  before  it  with  his  conquering 
apd  began  his  operations  within  about 
ongs  of  the  place.  It  was  at  the  fcaft  of 
lover,  when  the  place  was  filled  with  art 

multitude  of  people,  who  had  comer 

II  parts  to  celebrate  that  great  folcmnity, 
itus  undertook  to  bcfiegc  it.     Hi«  prer 

^  knee 
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fence  produced  a  temporary  reconciliation  W 
tween  the  contending  faAions  within ;  fo  thiC 
they  unanimoufly  rcfolved  to  oppofc  the  coim 
inon  enemy  firft,  and  then  decide  their  domeibc 
quarrels  at  a  more  convenient  feafon.  Their 
firft  fally,  which  was  made  with  much  fury 
and  refolution,  put  the  Romans  into  great  dif* 
order,  and  obliged  them  to  abandon  their  campi 

•  and  fly  to  the  mountains.     However,  rallT* 

ing  immediately  after,  the  Jews  were  forced 
back  into  the  city;  while  Titus,  in  peribni 
ihewed  furprifing  inltances  of  valour  and  con* 
dua. 

Thefe  advantages  over  the  Romans,  only  re- 
newed in  the  befieged  their  defires  of  private 
vengeance.  A  tumult  enfued  in  the  temple,  in 
which  feveral  of  both  parties  were  flain :  and  in 
this  manner,  upon  every  remiffion  from  witboot, 
the  faftions  of  John  and  Simon  violently  raged 
againft  each  other  within ;  agreeing  only  in 
their  refolution  to  defend  the  city  againft  the 
Romans. 

Jerufalem  was  ftrongly  fortified  by  three  wills 
on  every  fide,  except  where  it  was  fenced  by  deep 
vallics*  Titus  began  by  battering  down  the  out* 
ward  wall,  which,  after  much  fatigue  and  danger, 
he  effefted;  all  the  time  (hewing  the  greatrft  cle- 
mency to  the  Jews,  and  offering  them  repeated 
aflurances  of  pardon.  But  tliis  infatuated 
people  refu(cd  his  proferred  kindnefs  with  con- 

tempi| 
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npt,  and  imputed  his  humanity  to  his  fears. 
vc  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  fiegc^ 
itus  broke  through  the  fecond  wall,  and^ 
augh  driven  back  by  the  befieged,  he  recover- 
his  ground,  and  made  preparations  for  batter^ 
5 the  third  wall,  which  was  their  laft  defence. 
ic  firft  he  fent  Jofcphus,  their  countryman^ 
M)  the  city  to  exhort  them  to  yield,  who,  ufing 

his  eloquence  to  perfuade  them,  was  only 
?ilcd  with  feoffs  ahd  reproaches.  1  he  fiegc 
a  novfy  therefore,  carried  on  with  greater  vi- 
<ur  than  before  -,  feveral  batteries  for  engines 
rrc  raifed,  which  were  no  fooner  built,  than 
ftroyed  by  the  enemy.  At  length,  it  was  re- 
vcd  in  council,  to  furround  the  whole  city 
th  a  trench,  and  thus  prevent  all  relief  and 
xours  from  abroad.  This,  which  was  quickly 
ccuted,  feemed  no  way  to  intimidate  the  Jews; 
liough  famine  and  peftilence,  its  neccflary 
mdant,  began  now  to  make  the  moft  horrid 
TZgcs  within  the  walls,  yet  this  defpcratc  pec- 
*  ftill  refolved  to  hold  out.  Though  obliged 
live  upon  the  moft  fcanty  and  unwholfome 
xl,  though  a  bufhel  of  corn  was  fold  for  fix 
ndred  crowns,  and  the  holes  and  fcwers  were 
ifacked  for  carcafes,  that  had  long  fince  growrt 
itrid,  yet  they  were  not  to  be  moved.  The 
nine  raged  at  laft  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  ^ 
iman  of  diilinction  in  the  city,  boiled  her' 
'n  child  to  eat  k ;  which  horrid  account,  when 
Vol.  II.  U  .  k 
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It  came  to  the  ears  of  Titus,  he  declared  that  he 
would  bury  fo  abominable  a  crime  in  the  ruim 
of  their  ftate.  He  now,  therefore,  cut  down 
all  the  woods  within  a  confiderable  diilance  of 
the  city,  and  caufing  more  batteries  to  be  raifird^ 
he,  at  length,  battered  down  the  wall,  and  io 
five  days  entered  the  citadel  by  force.  Thus  re- 
duced to  the  very  verge  of  ruin,  the  remaining 
Jews  ftill  deceived  themfelves  with  abfurd  and 
falfe  expedations,  while  many  falfe  prophets 
deluded  the  multitude,  declaring,  they  -ibould 
foon  have  afliftance  from  God.  The  heat  of 
the  battle  was  now,  therefore,  gathered  round 
the  inner  wall  of  the  temple,  while  the  defend- 
ants defperately  combated  from  the  top»  Titus 
was  v;illing  to  fave  this  beautiful  ftrufture,  but 
a  foldier  cafting  a  brand  into  fome  adjacent 
buildings,  the  fire  communicated  to  the  tem- 
ple, and,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  endea- 
vours on  both  fides,  the  whole  edifice  wa* 
quickly  confumcd.  The  fight  of  the  temple  in 
ruirts,  effcdtually  ferved  to  damp  the  ardour  of 
the  Jews.  They  now  began  to  perceive,  diat 
Heaven  had  forfakcn  them,  while  their  cries 
and  lamentations  ecchocd  from  the  adjacent 
mountains.  Even  ihofc  who  were  almoft  ex- 
piring, liticd  up  their  dying  eyes  to  bewail  the 
lol's  of  their  temple,  which  they  valued  more 
than  life  itfcir.  The  moil  rclblute,  however, 
ftiii   endeavoured  to   defend    the  upper  and 

ftrongcr 
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ger  part  of  the  city,  named  Sion ;  but 
5,  with  his  battering  engines,  foon  made 
>lf  entire  matter  of  the  place.  John  and 
n  were  taken  from  the  vaults  where  they 
:oncealed  themfclves  ;  the  former  was  con- 
led  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  and  the 
•  referved  to  grace  the  conqueror's  triumph, 
greateft  part  of  the  populace  were  put  to 
word,  and  the  city  was  entirely  razed  by 
•lough ;  fo  that,  according  to  our  Saviour's 
hecy,  not  one  ftone  remained  upon  another: 
5,  after  a  fiege  of  fix  months,  this  noble 
was  totally  deftroyed,  having  flourilhed, 
r  the  peculiar  protection  of  Heaven,  above 
houfand  years.  The  numbers  who  pcrilhed 
Is  fiege,  according  to  Jofephus,  amounted 
ove  a  million  of  fouls,  and  the  captives  to 
►ft  an  hundred  thoufand.  The  temporal 
of  the  Jews  ended  with  their  city ;  while 
wretched  furvivors  were  banilhed,  fold,  and 
rrfed  into  all  parts  of  the  world,  , 

pon  the  taking  of  Jerufalem,  his  foldiers 
d  have  crowned  Titus  as  conqueror,  but 
lodeftly  refufed  the  honour,  alledging,  that 
iras  only  an  inftrument  in  the  hand  of 
ven,  that  manifeftly  declared  its  wrath 
ift  the  Jews.  At  Rome,  however,  all  mens 
ths  were  filled  with  the  praifes  of  the  Con- 
or, who  had  not  only  fhewn  himfelf  an  ex- 
nt  generaf,  but  a  courageous  combatant : 
U  2  his 


ST*  THEHISTORYOf* 

his  return,  therefore,  in  triumph,  which  he  did 
with  his  father,  was  marked  with  all  the  magni* 
licence  and  joy  that  was  in  the  power  of  men  to 
*exprefs.  All  things  that  were  efteemed  valuable 
or  beautiful  among  men,  were  brought  to  adora 
this  great  occafion.  Among  the  rich  fpoib, 
were  expofed  vaft  quantities  of  gold,  taken  cue 
of  the  temple  -,  but  the  Book  of  the  Holy  Law 
was  not  the  leaft  remarkable  among  the  magni* 
ficent  profufion.  This  was  the  firft  rime  chit 
ever  Rome  faw  the  father  and  the  fon  triumph 
together.  A  triumphal  arch  was  ere£led  upoa 
this  occafion,  on  which  were  defcribed  all  the 
viftorics  of  Titus  over  the  Jews,  which  remains 
almoft  entire  to  th'is  very  day,  Vefpafian  like- 
wife  built  a  temple  to  Peace,  wherein  were  dc- 
pofitcd  moft  of  the  Jewifh  Ipoils ;  and  having 
now  calmed  all  commotions  in  every  part  of  the 
empire,  he  fliut  up  the  temple  of  Janus,  which 
had  been  open  about  five  or  fix  years. 

Vefpafian  having  thus  given  fecurity  and 
peace  to  the  empire,  refolved  to  corredt  num- 
berkfs  abufcs,  which  had  grown  up  under  the 
tyranny  of  his  predeceflbrs.  To  effcft  this  widi 
greater  cafe,  he  joined  Titus  with  him  in  the 
confullhip  and  tribunitial  power ;  and,  in  fomc 
nieafure,  admitted  him  a  panner  in  all  the 
highcll:  ofiices  of  the  flare.  He  began  with 
rcftraining  the  licentioufncfs  of  the  army,  and 
forcing  them  back  to  their  priftinc  difciplme. 

He 
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He  ordered  a  young  officer  to  be  broke  for 
being  perfumed,  declaring  he  had  rather  he  had 
flunk  of  garlick.  Some  military  mefiengcrs 
defiring  money  to  buy  (hoes,  he  ordered  them 
for  the  future  to  perform  their  journies  bare- 
foot. He  was  not  lefs  ftrict  with  regard  to  the 
fenators  and  the  knights.  He  turned  out  fuch 
as  were  a  difgrace  to  their  ftation,  and  fupplied 
their  places  with  the  moft  worthy  men  he  could 
find.  He  abridged  the  procefles  that  had  been 
carried  to  an  unreafonable  length  in  the  courts 
of  juftice.  He  took  care  to  re-edify  fuch  piirts 
of  the  city  as  had  fuffered  in  the  late  commo- 
tions ;  particularly  the  Capitol,  which  had  been 
lately  burnt;  and  which  he  now  rcftored  to 
more  than  former  magnificence.  He  likewife 
built  a  famous  amphitheatre,  the  ruins  of 
Kvhich  are  to  this  day  an  evidence  of  its  ancient 
grandeur.  The  other  ruinous  cities  in  the  em- 
pire, alfo  Ihared  his  paternal  care  ;  he  improved 
iuch  as  were  declining,  adorned  others,  and 
built  many  a-new;  In  fuch  afts  as  thefe,  he  paft 
a  long  reign  of  clemency  and  moderation  ;  fo 
that  it  is  faid,  no  man  luflfered  by  an  unjud  or 
a  fcverc  decree,  during  his  admiRiftration. 

Julius  Sabinus  feems  to  be  the  only  perfon 
who  was  treated  with  greater  rigour  than  was 
ufual  with  this  emperor.  Sabinus,  as  was  ]uP. 
mentioned  before,  was  commander  of  a  fmall 
jjrmy  in  Gaul,  and  had  declared  himfelf  emperor, 
U  3  upon 
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upon  the  death  of  Vitellius.  However,  his 
army  was  Ihortly  after  overcome  by  Vefpafiaa's 
general,  and  he  himfelf  compelled  to  feek  fafety 
by  flight.  He  for  fome  time  wandered  through 
the  Roman  provinces,  without  being  difcovcr- 
ed  i  but  finding  the  purfuit  every  day  become 
clofer,  he  was  obliged  to  hide  himfelf  in  a  cavc^ 
in  which  he  remained  concealed  for  no  Ids 
than  nine  years,  attended  all  the  time  by  hit 
faichful  wife  Epponina,  who  provided  provt* 
fions  for  his  fupport  by  day,  and  repaired  tQ 
him  in  the  night.  She  was,  at  length,  difcovoTt 
ed  in  the  performance  of  this  pious  office,  and 
Sabinus  was  taken  prifoner,  and  carried  to 
Rome,  Several  interceffions  were  made  to  the 
emperor  in  his  behalf;  Epponina  herfelf  ap- 
pearing, with  her  two  children,  and  imploring 
her  hufband's  pardon.  However,  neither  her 
tears  nor  intreaties  could  prevail ;  Sabinus  had 
been  too  dangerous  a  rival  to  obtain  mercy ;  fo 
that,  though  fhe  and  her  children  were  fpared, 
her  hufband  fuffered  by  the  executioner. 

But  this  feems  to  be  the  only  inftancc  io 
w  hich  he  rcfcnted  paft  oflfences.  He  caufed  the 
daugluer  of  Vitellius,  his  avowed  enemy,  to  be 
married  into  a  noble  family,  and  he  himfelf 
provided  her  a  fuitable  fortune*  One  of  Nero's 
^crvants  coming  to  entreat  pardon  for  having 
once  ruddy  thruft  him  out  of  the  palace,  and 
infulting  him  when  in  office,   Vefpafian  only 

took 
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cook  his  revenge  by  ferving  him  juft  in  the 
fame  manner.  When  any  plots  or  confpiracics 
were  formed  againft  him,  he  difdaincd  to  punifh 
the  guilty  -,  faying.  That  they  defcrved  rather 
his  contempt  for  their  ignorance,  than  his  rc- 
ientment ;  as  they  fcenaed  to  envy  him  a  dig- 
nity of  which  he  daily  experienced  the  uneaQ- 
ncfi.  When  he  was  ferioufly  advifed  to  beware 
of  Metius  Pompofianus,  againft  whom  there 
was  ftrong  caufe  of  fufpicion,  he  raifed  him  to 
the  dignity  of  conful ;  adding,  That  the  time 
would  come  when  he  muft  be  fenfible  of  fo 
great  a  benefit. 

His  liberality  in  the  encouragement  of  arcs 
and  learning,  was  not  lefs  than  his  clemency. 
He  fettled  a  conftant  falary  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  fefterces  upon  the  teachers  of  rheto- 
rick.  He  was  particularly  favourable  to 
Jofephus,  the  Jewifh  hiftorian,  Quinftilian, 
the  orator,  and  Pliny,  the  naturalift,  fiourilhed 
in  his  reign,  and  were  highly  efteemed  by  him. 
He  was  no  lefs  an  encourager  of  all  other  ex- 
cellencies in  art  ;  and  invited  the  greateft 
mafters  and  artificers  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  making  them  confiderable  prefcnts,  as 
he  found  occafion. 

Yet  all  his  numerous  a61:s  of  generofity  and 

magnificence,  could  not  preferve  his  charaftcr 

from  the  imputation  of  rapacity  and  avarice. 

J^c  revived  many  obfolete  methods  of  taxation ; 

U  4  and 
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and  even  bought  and  fold  commodities  himfcl^ 
in  order  to  encreafc  his  fortune.  He  is  charg^ 
with  advancing  the  moll  avaricious  governors  to 
the  provinces,  in  order  to  (hare  their  plunder  OQ 
their  return  to  Rome.  He  defccnded  to  fomc 
very  unufual  and  dilhonourable  impofts,  cvca 
to  the  laying  a  tax  upon  urine.  When  his  fim 
Titus  remonft rated  againft  the  meanncfs  of  fuch 
a  tax,  Vcfpafian  taking  a  piece  of  money,  de- 
manded if  the  fmcll  offended  him ;  adding,  that 
this  very  money  was  produced  by  urine.  But 
the  avarice  of  princes  is  generally  a  virtue  wbca 
their  own  cxpences  are  but  few.  The  exchequer, 
ivhen  Vefpafian  came  to  the  throne,  was  lb 
much  exhauftcd,  that  he  informed  the  fenatc 
that  it  would  required  a  fupply  of  three  hundred 
millions  (of  our  money)  to  re-eftablilh  the  com- 
monwealth. This  neceflity  mull  naturally  pro- 
duce more  numerous  and  heavy  taxations  than 
the  empire  had  hitherto  experienced  \  but  n^rhilc 
the  provinces  were  thus  obliged  to  contribute 
to  the  fupport  of  his  power,  he  took  every  pre- 
caution to  provide  for  their  fafety  ;  fo  that  wc 
Jind  but  two  inlurredions  in  his  reigp. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  hjs  reign,  Antiocbus, 
king  of  Comagcna,  holding  a  private  corre- 
fpondcnce  with  the  Parthians,  the  declared 
enemies  (i'Uome,  was  taken  prifoner  ip  Cilicia, 
by  Pectus,  the  governor,  and  fcnt  bound  to 
Konitr.     But  Vefpafian  generoufly  prevent^ 

•1} 
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all  ill  treatment  towards  him,  by  giving  him  a 
refidence  at  Lacedxmon,  and  allowing  him  a 
revenue  fuitable  to  his  dignity. 

About  the  fame  time  alfo,  the  Alani,  a  bar-  A.  D.  73. 
barous  people,  inhabiting  along  the  river  Ta- 
nais,  abandoned  their  barren  wilds,  and  invaded 
the  kingdom  of  Media.  From  thence  paffing . 
like  a  torrent  into  Armenia,  after  great  rava- 
ges, they  overthrew  Tirridates,  the  king  of  that 
country,  with  prodigious  Daughter.  Titus  was, 
at  length,  fent  to  chaftife  their  infolence,  and 
relieve  a  king  that  was  in  alliance  with  Rome. 
However,  the  barbarians  retired  at  the  approach 
pf  the  Roman  army,  loaden  with  plunder;  be- 
ing, in  fomc  meafure,  compelled  to  wait  a  more 
favourable  opportunity  of  renewing  their  ir- 
iruptioos. 

But  thefe  incurfions  were  4s  a  tranfient  ftorm, 
the  effefts  of  which  were  foon  repaired  by  the 
emperor's  moderation  and  afliduity.  We  arc 
told,  that  he  new  formed  and  eftabliflied  a 
thoufand  nations,  which  had  fcarcely  before 
amounted  to  two  hundred.  No  provinces  in 
the  empirp  lay  out  of  his  view  and  proteftion. 
Jic  had,  dqring  his  whole  reign,  a  particular 
regard  to  Britain ;  his  generals,  Petilius  Cerelis, 
and  Julius  Frontinus,  brought  the  greateft  part 
of  the  ifland  into  fubjeftion ;  and  Agricola, 
who  fucceeded  foon  after,  compleated  what 
they  hafl  begun« 

Such 
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Such  long  and  uninterrupted  fuccefs  no  wsf 
cncreafcd  this  emperor's  vanity.      He  ever 
feemed  averfe  to  thofe  fwelling  titles  which  tbe 
fenate  and  people  were  conftantly  offering  him. 
^'hen  the  king  of  Parthia,  in  one  of  his  letters^ 
ftyled  himfelf  king  of  kings,  Vefpafian,  in  his 
anfwer,    only  called   himfelf   fimply  Flavins  ! 
Vefpafian.     He  was  fo  far  from  attempting  to 
hide  the  meannefs  of  his  original,  that  he  fre- 
quently mentioned  it  in  company ;  and  whca 
fome  flatterers  were  for  deriving  his  pedigree 
from  Hercules,  he  defpifed  and  derided  the 
meannefs  of  their  adulation.     In  this  manner^ 
having  reigned  ten  years,  loved  by  his  fubjeAii 
and  deferving  their  affeftion,  he  was  furpiifcd 
with  an  indifpofition  at  Campania,  which  from 
the  beginning  he  declared  would  be  fatal,  cry- 
ing out,  in  the  fpirit  of  Paganifm,  **  Methinks  I 
**  am  going  to  be  a  God.*'     Removing  from 
thence  to  the  city,  and  afterwards  to  a  country- 
feat  near  Rcate,  he  was  there  taken  with  a  flux, 
which  brought  him  to  the  laft  extremity.  How. 
ever,  perceiving  his  end  approaching,  and  as  he 
was  jufl:  going  to  expire,  he  cried  out,  that  an 
emperor  ought  to  die  (landing ;   wherefore, 
railing  himfelf  upon  his  feet,  he  expired  in  tks 
hands  of  thofe  that  fuftained  him. 

**  He  was  a  man,**  lays  Pliny,  **  in  whoit^ 
**  power  made  no  alteration,  except  in  giving 
**  him  the  opportunity  of  doing  good  equal  r^^ 

3  ^^^ 
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vill."    He  was  the  (econd  Roman  em- 
:hat  died  a  natural  death ;  and  he  was  ' 
bly  fucceeded  by  Titus  his  fon. 


CHAP.      XII. 

U8y  the  elevendi  Emperor  of  Rome^ 

rUS  being  joyfully  received  as  emperor,  ^  jq  -- 
bftanding  a  flight  oppofition  from  his 
r  Domitian,  who  maintained  that  he  him- 
s  appointed,  and  that  Titus  had  falfified 
J,  he  began  to  reign  with  the  praftice  of 
virtue  that  became  an  emperor  and  a  man. 
r  the  life  of  his  father,  there  had  bv'cn 
mputations  againft  him,  both  for  crueicv, 
id  prodigality  -,  but  upon  his  exaltation  lo 
one,  he  feemed  entirely  to  take  kavc  of 
mer  vices,  and  became  an  exrtiiipk  of 
eateft  moderation  and  human :ry.  His 
;p  towards  gaining  the  afFeclions  of  his 
3,  was  his  moderating  his  paffun?,  and 
g  liis  ftrong  inclinations.  Kc  hul  lung 
Berenice,  fitter  to  Agripf  a,  king  of 
,  a  woman  of  the  greateft  beamy,  and 
I  allurements.  But  knowing  that  the 
ikion  with  her  was  entirely  difagrttable  to 
ople  of  Rome,  he  gained  a  victory  over 
rftions,  and  fcnt  her  away,  notwithlland- 

ing 
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ing  their  mutual  pafllon,  and  the  many  arts  Ihe 
uled  to  induce  him  to  change  his  refoludoiUL 
He  next  difcarded  all  thofe,  who  had  been  the 
former  minifters  of  his  plcafures,  and  forbore 
to  countenance  th^  companions  of  his  loofir 
recreations,  though  he  had  formerly  taken 
great  pains  in  the  feleftion.  This  moderatioOi 
added  to  his  jufticc  and  gcnerofity,  procared 
him  the  love  of  all  good  men,  and  the  appella- 
tion of  7  he  Delight  of  Mankind  ;  which  aD 
his  adlions  feemed  calculated  to  enfurc. 

As  he  came  to  the  throne  with  all  the  advan* 
tage  of  his  father's  popularity,  he  was  rdblvcd 
to  ufe  every  method  to  increafc  it.     He,  thc^^ 
fore,  took  particular  care  to  punilh  all  inform- 
ers, falfc  witnefles,  and  promoters  of  diflention. 
Thofc  wretches,    who   had  their   rife  in  the 
licentioufnefo  and  impunity  of  former  reigBS, 
were  now  become  fo   numerous,    that  ihrir    ' 
crimes  called  loudly  for  punifhment.    Of  ihcfr,    ' 
therefore,    he  daily   made  public   examples; 
condemning  them  to  be  fcourged  in  the  moft 
public  llrects  ;  next  to  be  dragged  through  die 
theatre,  and  then  to  be  baniflied  into  the  unin- 
habited parts  of  the  empire,  pr  fold  as  flavcs. 
I  le  exhibited  alfo  many  fhews,  which  were  very 
fumptuous  and  magnificent.     He,  in  oncdayt 
caufcd  five  thoufand  wild  beafts  to  be  bated 
in  the  amphitheatre,  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  people,     Thefc  public  rejoicings  were  cor** 
^  iinuc4 
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nucd  for  an  hundred  days  together  ;  during 
Fhich,  he  permitted  the  people  to  diftatc  the 
tunncr  in  which  they  fhould  chufe  to  be  entef- 
uned.  His  courtefy  and  readinefs  to  do  good, 
lave  been  celebrated  even  by  chriftian  writers ; 
bis  principal  rule  being,  never  to  fend  any  peti- 
tioner diffatisfied  away.  One  night,  rccollefting 
that  he  had  done  nothing  beneficial  to  mankind 
the  day  preceding,  he  cried  out,  among  his 
fiiends,  **  I  have  loft  a  day,"  A  fentence  too 
rtmarkable  not  to  be  univerfally  k::o\vn. 

He  was  fo  tender  of  the  lives  of  his  lubjecls,^ 
that  he  took  upon  him  the  office  of  pontifex 
maximus,  or  high  prieft,  to  keep  his  hands  un- 
dcfiled  with  blood.  He  fo  little  regarded  fuch 
as  ccnfured  or  abufed  him,  that  he  was  heard 
to  fay,  *'  When  I  do  nothing  worthy  of  cen-  » 
"fure,  why  Ihould  I  be  difpleafcd  at  it?"  He 
was  even  heard  to -affirm,  that  he  had  rather 
die  himlclf  than  put  another  to  death.  Learn- 
ing that  two  noblemen  had  confpired  againft 
him,  he  readily  forgave  them,  and  the  next  day 
placing  them  next  himfelf  in  the  theatre,  he 
put  the  fwords  with  which  the  gladiators  fought 
into  their  hands,  demandmg  their  judgment 
■nd  approbation,  whether  they  were  of  fufficient 
hortnefs.  He  pardoned  his  brother  Domitian 
^  the  fame  manner,  who  had  aftually  prepared 
U  things  for  an  open  rebellion. 


3C2  THEHISTORYOP 

In  this  reign,  an  eruption  of  mount  VefiiViuf 
did  confiderable  damage,  overwhelming  many 
towns,   and   fending  its  aflies  into  countries 
more  than  an  hundred  miles  diftant.  Upon  this 
nicmorable  accafion,  Pliny,  the  naturalift,  loft 
hii  life  ;  for  being  impelled  by  too  eager  a 
curiolity  to  obfervc  the  eruption^  he  was  fuffb- 
en ccd  in  the  flames.    There  happened  alfo  about 
tp.ib  tine  a  fire  at  Rome,  which  continued  three 
♦  lays  and  nights  fucccflively,  being  followed  bf 
fv  pKigue,   in  which  ten  thoufand  men  woe 
buried  in  a  day.     The  emperor,  however,  did 
c'li  that  lay  in  his  power  to  repair  the  dami^ 
■  uUained  by  the  public  5  and,  withrefpedto 
tiK  ciry,  declared  that  he  would  take  the  whole 
lofs  or  that  upon  himfclf. 

Thefe  difafters  were  in  fome  meafure,  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  fuccefles  in  Britain,  under 
Agricola.  This  excellent  general  having  been 
fcnt  into  that  country  towards  the  latter  end  of 
Vcfpafinn's  reign,  (hewed  himfclf  equally  a* 
pert  in  quelling  the  refradtory,  and  civilizing 
thofc  who  had  formerly  fubmitted  to  the  Ro- 
man power.  1  he  Ordovices,  or  inhabitants  of 
North  Wales,  were  the  firft  that  were  fubdued 
He  then  made  a  dclcent  upon  Mona,  or  the 
ifland  of  Anglcfcy,  which  furrendered  at  dif- 
cretion.  Having  thus  rendered  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  whole  country,  he  took  every  metho^i 
to  rcilore  dilciplinc  to  his  own  army,  and  ro 

introdu^^ 
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•  fome  (hare  of  politcnefs  among  thofe 
:  had  conquered.  He  exhorted  them, 
advice  and  example,  to  build  temples, 
and  (lately  houfes.  He  caufcd  the  fons 
nobility  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  liberal 
had  them  taught  the  Latin  language, 
jced  them  to  immitate  the  Roman 
)f  drefs  and  living/  Thus,  by  dc- 
lis  barbarous  people  began  to  aiTumc 
irious  manners  of  their  conquerors, 
bme  time,  even  to  outdo  them,  in  all 
?mcnts  of  fenfual  pleafure.  For  thefc 
in  Britain,  Titus  was  falutcd  emperor 
nth  time ;  but  he  did  not  long  furvivc 
)ur,  being  furprifed  by  a  violent  fever 
t  diftance  from  Rome.  Perceiving  his 
proacb,  he  declared,  that,  during  the 
>urfc  of  his  life,  he  knew  but  one  ac- 
;hich  he  rr|)ented  -,  and  that  aftion  he 
:hink  proper^to  cxpre(s.  He  expired 
ifter,  but  not  without  fufpicion  of 
7  from  his  brother  Domitian,  who  had 
bed  to  govern.  His  death  was  in  the 
I  year  of  his  age,  having  reigned  two 
^o  months,  and  tv/enty  days.  » 
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DoMiTiAN,  the  Twelfth  Emperor  of  Rome^ 

A.D.81.  A  HE  love  which  all  ranks  of  people bort 
to  Titus,  facilitated  the  eledtion  of  his  brother 
Domitian,  notwithftanding  the  ill  opinion  mtnf 
had  already  conceived  of  him.  His  ambition  * 
was  already  but  too  well  known,  and  his  pride 
foon  appeared  upon  his  coming  to  the  throne  i 
having  been  heard  to  declare,  that  he  had  g^vcn 
the  empire  to  his  father  and  brother,  and  now 
receive  it  again  as  his  due. 

The  beginning  of  his  reign  was  univerfaDy 
acceptable  to  the  peopl<f,  as  he  appeared 
equally  remarkable  for  his  clemency,  liberality 
and  juftice.  He  carried  his  abhorrence  of  cru- 
elty fo  far,  as,  at  one  time,  to  forbid  the  fieri- 
ficing  of  oxen.  His  liberality  was  fuch,  that  he 
would  not  accept  of  the  legacies  that  were  left 
him  by  fuch  as  had  children  of  their  own. 
His  jullice  was  fuch,  that  he  would  fit  whok 
days,  and  reverie  the  partial  fentenccs  of  the 
ordinary  judges.  He  appeared  very  carcfiil 
and  liberal  in  repairing  the  libraries  that  had 
been  burnt,    and   recovering  copies  of  fuch 

bookl 
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as  had  been  loft,  fending  purpofcly  to 
ndria  to  tranfcribe  and  correft  them. 
:  he  foon  began  to  (hew  the  natural  dcfor- 
of  his  mind.  Inftead  of  cultivating  lite- 
,  as  his  father  and  brother  h^d  dofte,  he 
^ed  all  kinds  of  ftudy,  addifting  himfelf 
j^  to  meaner  purfuits,  particularly  archery 
;aming.  He  was  fo  very  expert  an  archer, 
ic  would  frequently  ca[ufe  o'hc  of  his 
to  ftand  at  a  great  diftance,  with  his  hand 
I  as  a  mark,  and  would  (hoot  his  arrows 
"uch  ex26lnefs,  as  to  ftick  them  all  between 
igers.  He  in(iituted  three  forts  of  con- 
;o  be  obfcrved  every  five  years ;  in  mufic, 
nanfhip,  andwrcftling;  but  at  the  fame 
he  banifhed  all  philofophcrs  and  mathc- 
ians  fi-om  Rom.e.  No  emperor  before  him 
ained  the  people  with  fuch  various  and 
five  (hows.  During  thefe  diverfions  he 
)uted  great  rewards,  fitting  as  prefidcnc 
If,  adorned  with  a.  purple  robe  and 
!,  with  the  priefts  of  Jupiter,  and  the  col- 
rf  F'lavian  priefts  about  him.  The  mean- 
f  his  occupations  in  folitude,  was  a  juft 
ift  to  his  exhibitions  of  public  oftentation. 
jfually  fpcnt  his  hours  of  retirement  in 
ing  flies,  and  flicking  them  through  with 
dkin  -,  fo  that  one  of  his  fcrvants  being 
I,  if  the  emperor  were  alone,  anfwered,- 
ji  II.  X  tbae 
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that  he  had  not  fo  much  as  a  fly  to  bear  &inl 
company. 

His  vices  fcemcd  every  day  to  cncreale  with 
the  duration  of  his  reign;  and  as  he  thus  be- 
came more  odious  to  his  people,  all  their  mur- 
murs only  lerved  to  add  ftrength  to  his  fuP 
picions,  and  malice  to  his  cruelty.     His  un- 
grateful treatment  of  Agricola  fcemed  the  firft 
fymptom  of  his  natural   malevolence.      Do- 
mitian  was  always  particularly  fond  of  obtain- 
ing a  military  reputation,  and  therefore  jealous 
of  it  in  others.     He  had  marched  Ibmc  time 
before  into  Gaul,  upon  a  pretended  expedidoa 
againft  the  Catti,  a  people  of  Germany  -,  and, 
without  ever  feeing  the  enemy,  rcfolved  to  have 
the  honour  of  a  triumph  upon  his  return  xo 
Rome.    For  that  purpofe  he  purchafed  a  num- 
ber of  flaves,  whom  he  drcfled  in  German  habits, 
and  at  the  head  of  this  mifcrable  proceffioo, 
entered  the  city,  amidft  the  apparent  acclaim* 
tions,  and  concealed  contempt  of  all  his  fub- 
jcfts.     I'he  fucceflcs,  therefore,  of  Agricola  in 
Britain,  afufted  him  with  an  extreme  degree  of 
envy.     This  admirable  general,  who  is  fcaict 
mentioned  by  any  other  writer  except  Taciws, 
purfucd  the  advantages  which  he  had  already 
obtained.     He  fubdued  the  Caledonians ;  and 
overcame  Galgacus,  the  Britilh  chief,  at  the 
licid  of  thirty  thoufand  men ;   and  afterwards 
lending  out  a  fleet  to  Icour  the  coall,  firft  dil* 

cowered 


rttfi    EMPIRE    OF    tlOMfi.  J07 

ered  Great  Britain  to  be  an  ifland*     lie 
wife  difcovcred  and  fubdued  the  Orkneys; 

thus  reduced  the  whole  into  a  civilized 
vince  of  the  Roman  empire.  When  the 
3unt  of  thefe  fucceffes  was  brought  to  Do- 
ian,  he  received  it  with  a  fecming  pleafure^ 

real  uneafinefs.      He  thought  Agricola*s 
ig  reputation  a  tacit  reproach  upon  his  own 
Stivity  \   and^  inftead  of  attempting  to  emu- 
:,  he  rcfolved  to  fupprcfs  the  merit  of  liis  fer- 
rs.      He  ordered  him,  therefore,  external 
rks  of  approbation-,  and  took  care  that  tri- 
phant  ornaments,  ftatues,  and  other  honours^ 
uld  be  decreed  him:  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
loved  him  from  his  command,  under  a  pre- 
ce  of  appointing  him  to  the  government  of* 
ia.     By  thefe  means,  Agricola  furrendercd 
his  province  to  Saluftius  l^ucullus,  but  foort 
ind  that  Syria  was  otherwife   difpofed  of* 
K>n  his  return  to  Rome,  which  was  privatelyj 
i  by  night,  he  was  coolly  received  by  the  em- 
"or;   and  dying  feme  time  after  in  retire- 
^nt,  it  was  fuppofcd  by  fome,  that  his  end  was 
Icned  by  Domitian's  direftion. 
Domician  foon  after  found  the  want  of  ^6 
perienccd  a  commanderj  in  the  many  irrup- 
ns  of  the  barbarous  nations  that  furroundcd 
I  empire.   1  he  Sarmatians  in  Europe,  joined 
th  thofe  of  Afia,  made  a  formidable  invafion, 
once  deftroying  a  whole  legion,  and  a  ge- 

X  j2  ncral    ^ 
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ncral  of  the  Romans.    The  Dacians,  under  the 
conduct  of  Dcrcebalus  their  king,  made  an  ir- 
ruption, and  overthrew  the  Romans  in  feveral 
engagements.    The  contefls  now  were  not  for 
the  limits  of  the  empire,  and  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  but  the  provinces  themfelves  were  in 
danger.     Loffcs  were  followed  by  loflcs;  fo 
that  every  feafon  became  memorable  for  fomc 
remarkable  overthrow.     At  laft,  however,  the 
ftate  making  a  vigorous  exertion  of  its  internal 
power,  the  barbarians  were  repelled,  partly  by 
force,  and  partly  by  the  afliftance  of  money; 
which  only  fcrved  to  enable  them  to  make  fo- 
ture  invafions  with  greater  advantage.     But  in 
whatever  manner  the  enemy  might  have  been 
repelled,  Domitian  was  refolved  not  to  lofc  the 
honours  of  a  triumph.     He  returned  in  great 
fplcndour  to  Rome ;  and,   not  contented  with 
thus  triumphing  twice  without  a  vidtory,  herc- 
iblvcd  to  take  the  furname  of  Germanicus,  for 
his  conquell  over  a  people  with  whom  he  ncva 
contended. 

In  proportion  as  the  ridicule  encreafed  againft 
him,  his  pride  fccmcd  every  day  to  demand 
greater  homage.  He  would  permit  his  flatucs 
to  be  mndc  only  of  gold  and  fiivcr;  he  aflumed 
to  himfclf  divine  honours;  end  ordered  thatall 
men  fiiould  treat  him  with  the  fame  appellations 
which  they  gave  to  the  divinity.  Mis  cruelty 
was  not  behind  his  arrogance;  he  caufcd  num- 
bers 
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'the  mofl:  illuftrious  fenators,  and  others, 
put  to  death,  upon  the  moft  trifling  pre- 
One  i^lius  Lama  was  condemned  and 
cd  only  for  jefting,  though  there  was 
"  novelty  nor  poignancy  in  his  humour, 
mus  was  murdered  only  for  celebrating 
:ivity  of  Otho.  Pompofianus  (bared  the 
ate,  becaufe  it  was  foretold  by  an  aftro- 
that  he  Ihould  be  emperor.  Saluftius 
lus,  his  lieutenant  in  Britain,  was  de- 
[  only  for  having  given  his  name  to  a 
)rt  of  launces  of  his  own  invention. 
Rufticr.s  died  for  publifhing  a  book,  in 
he  commended  Thrafea  and  Prifcus,  two 
)phers,  v.ho  oppofed  Vcfpafian's  coming 
throne. 

1  cruelties  as  thcfe,  that  fcem  almoU 
It  a  motive,  muft  have  confequently  pro- 
rebellion.  Lucius  Antonius,  governor 
per  Germany,  knowing  how  much  the 
yr  v/r.s  dctciled  at  home,  refolved  upon 
y  for  the  throne ;  and,  according'V,  al- 
the  enfigRS  of  imperial  dignity.  As  he 
the  he^.i  of  a  formidable  army,  his  fuc- 
n  lined  a  long  time  doubtful  ;  bu:  a  fiui- 
/efi^owing  of  tlie  Rhine,  diviJing  his 
he  was  fdt  upon  at  that  juncLure  by  Aor- 
s,  the  emperor's  general,  and  t<;rally 
.  1  he  news  of  this  victory,  we  arc  toh!, 
oug'u  to  Rome,  by  fupernalural  means, 
X  3  .  on 
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pn  the  fame  day  that  the  battle  was  fougbf, 
Domitian's  fcverity  was  greatly  epcreafed  by 
this  (hort  lived  fuccefs.  In  order  to  difcover 
thofe  who  were  accomplices  with  the  adveric 
party,  he  invented  new  tortures;  fometimcs  cut- 
ting off  the  hands,  at  other  times  thrufting  fire 
into  the  privities  of  thofe  whom  he  fufpededof 
being  his  enemies.  During  thefc  fevcrities,  he 
aggravated  their  guilt  by  hypocrify,  never  pro- 
pouncing  fentencc  without  a  preamble  fuU  rf 
gentlcncfs  and  mercy.  The  night  before  he 
crucified  the  comptroller  of  his  houfhold,  he 
treated  him  with  the  moft  feeming  fricndlhip, 
and  ordered  him  a  difh  of  meat  from  his  own 
table.  Ke  carried  Aretinus  Clemens  with  him 
in  his  own  litter  the  day  he  had  concluded  upon 
his  death.  He  was  particularly  terrible  to  the 
fcnate  and  nobility-,  the  whole  body  of  whom 
he  frequently  threatened  to  extirpate  entirely. 
At  one  time,  he  furrounded  the  fenatc-houfe 
with  his  troops,  to  the  great  confternation  of 
the  fenators.  At  another,  he  refolved  to  amufc 
himfelf  with  their  terrors  in  a  different  manner. 
Having  invited  them  to  a  public  entertainment, 
he  received  them  all  very  formally  at  the 
entrance  of  his  palace,  and  condufted  them  into 
a  Ipacious  hall,  hung  round  with  black,  and  iU 
luminatcd  by  a  few  melancholy  lamps,  thatdif- 
fiilcJ  lisH^.t  only  fufficient  to  Ihcw  the  horrors 
vt  the  place.  All  around  wsre  to  be  feen 
2  nothing 
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nothing  but  coffins,  with  the  names;  of  each  of 
the  fenators  written  upon  them,  together  with 
other  objeds  of  terror,  and  inftrumcnts  of  ex- 
ecution. While  the  company  beheld  all  thefe  • 
preparations  with  filent  agony,  feveral  men,  hav- 
ing their  bodies  blackened,  each  with  a  drawn 
fword  in  one  hand,  and  a  flaming  torch  in  the 
other,  entered  the  hall,  and  danced  round  them. 
After  fome  time,  when  the  guefts  expedled 
taothing  lefs  than  the  mod  inftant  death,  well 
knowing  Domitian's  capricious  cruelty,  the 
doors  were  fet  open,  and  one  of  the  fervants 
came  to  inform  them,  that  the  emperor  gave  all 
die  company  leave  to  withdraw. 

Thefe  cruelties  were  rendered  ftill  more 
odious  by  his  lull  and  avarice.  Frequently, 
iftcr  prefiding  at  an  execution,  he  would  retire 
with  the  lewdeft  proftitutes,  and  ufe  the  fame 
baths  which  they  did.  His  avarice,  which  wias 
the  confequence  of  his  profufion,  had  no  bounds. 
He  feized  upon  the  eftates  of  all,  againft  whom 
he  could  find  the  Cnalleft  pretenfions ;  the  moft 
trifling  aftion,  or  word,  againft  the  majefty  of 
the  prince,  was  fufficient  to  ruin  the  poflTeflbr. 
He  particularly  exaded  large  fums  from  the 
rich  Jews,  who  even  then  began  to  pra6tife  the 
arts  of  money  getting^  for  which  they  are  at 
prefent  fo  remarkable.  He  was  excited  againft 
them,  not  only  by  avarice,  but  by  jealoufy.  A 
prophecy  had  been  long  current  in  the  Eaft, 
that  a  perfon  from  the  line  of  David  ftiould  rujp 


m 


THE    HISTORY    OF        ^ 

the  world.  Whereupon,  this  fufpicious  tyranti 
grilling  to  evade  the  predidion,  commanded 
all  the  Jews  of  the  lineage  of  David,  to  be  dlr 
ligcntly  fought  out,  and  put  to  death.  Two 
Chriltians,  grandfons  of  St.  Judc,  the  apoftk, 
pf  that  line,  were  brought  before  him-,  but 
finding  them  poor,  and  no  way  ambitious  (rf 
temporal  power,  he  difmiffed  them,  confidcr- 
^ng  them  as  objcdls  too  mean  for  his  jealoufy. 
However,  his  perfecution  of  the  Chriftians  was 
ynore  fevere  than  that  of  any  of  his  predeceObn. 
By  his  letters  and  edids  they  were  baoiflicd 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  empire,  and  put  to  death 
with  all  the  tortures  of  ingenious  cruelty. 
The  prediftions  of  the  Chaldeans  and  aftro- 
logcrs  alfo,  concerning  his  death,  gave  him 
violent  apprehcnficns,  and  kept  him  in  the 
moft  tormenting  difquietude.  As  he  ap- 
proached the  end  of  his  reign,  he  would  per- 
mit no  criminal,  orprifoner,  to  be  brought  into 
his  prefcncc,  till  th;fy  were  bound  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  incapable  of  injuring  him;  and 
he  gcncraily  fccured  their  chains  in  his  own 
hanJs.  His  jealoiincs  increafcd  to  fuch  a  de- 
gav,  that  he  ordered  the  gallery  in  which  he 
v/alkcJ,  to  be  fet  round  with  a  pellucid  ftone, 
which  ilrved  as  a  mirror  to  reflect  the  perfonsof 
all  fuch  as  approached  him  from  behind.  Every 
<;r!"ien  and  prociigy  gave  him  frefli  anxiety.  Af- 
clctcrion,t:ie  aitrologcr,wns  brought  before  him, 
i'^jr  pucliuiing  predictions  concerning  his  death. 
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did  not  attempt  to  deny  the  charge,  the 
or  demanded,  if  he  knew  his  own  for- 
To  which  the  aftrologer  replied,  that  he 
be  devoured  by  dogs. .  Upon  which.  Do- 
immediately  ordered  him  to  be  flain,  and. 
Irate  his  prediftion,  to  be  burnt  imme- 
'  after.  But  we  are  told,  that,  during 
ecution,  a  furious  temped  arofe,  which 
town  the  body,  and  difperfed  the  execu- 
; ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  body  was 
red  by  dogs,  as  the  poor  aftrologer  had 
d.  An  accident  like  this  was  a  fufncient 
t  for  the  death  of  hundreds.  The  laft 
f  the  tyrant's  reign  was  more  infupport- 
han  any  of  the  preceding.  Nero  exer- 
lis  cruelties  without  being  a  fpeftatbr ; 
principal  part  of  the  Roman  miferies, 
;  this  reign,  was  to  fee  and  be  fecn  •,  to 
I  the  ftern  air,  and  fiery  vifage  of  the  ty- 
which  he  had  armed  againft  blufhing  by 
ued  intemperance,  direding  the  tortures, 
alicioufly  pleafed  with  adding  poignancc 
-y  agony, 

a  period  was  foon  to  be  put  to  this  mon- 
Tuelties.  Rome  had  now^  by  horrid  cx- 
ce,  learned  the  art  of  ridding  herfclf  of 
•ants.  Among  the  number  of  thofe  whom 
)nce  careiTed  and  fufpefted,  was  his  wife 
;ia,  whom  he  had  taken  from  ^lius  Lama, 
•mer  hulband.  This  woman,  however,  was 
^  become 
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become  obnoxious  to  him,  for  having  placed 
her  afrcftions  upon  one  Paris,  a  player;  and  lie 
refolved  to  difpatch  her,  with  fcveral  others  rinc 
he  either  hated  or  fufpecled.  It  was  the  tyrant'i 
method  ro  put  down  the  names  of  all  fuch  as  he 
intended  to  deftroy  in  his  tablets,  which  he  kept 
about  him  with  great  circumfpedion.  Domidi, 
fortunately,  happ.  ning  to  get  a  fight  of  thcoH 
was  (Iruck  at  finding  her  own  name  in  the  Cact- 
logue  of  thofe  fated  to  deftruftion.  She  Iheiicd 
the  fatal  lift  to  Norbanus  and  Petronius,  pre- 
fers of  the  praetorian  bands,'Who  found  them- 
felves  fet  down  ;  as  likewifc  to  Stephanas,  the 
ccmptrolltr  of  the  houfnold,  who  came  into  the 
confpiracy  with  -alacrity.  Parthenius  alio,  tht 
chief  chamberlain,  was  of  the  number ;  and 
thefe,  after  many  confuliations,  determined  to 
take  the  fi;  ft  opportunity  of  putting  their  defigB 
into  execution  :  they,  at  length,  fixed  upon  the 
cigliteenth  day  of  September,  tor  the  compk* 
tion  of  their  great  attempt.  Domitian,  whofe 
death  was  every  day  foretold  by  the  aftrologers, 
who,  of  confequence,  muft  at  laft  be  right 
in  their  prcdiftions,  was,  in  fome  meafurc,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  that  particular  day  ;  and,  as  he 
had  been  ever  timorous,  fo  was  he  now  moie 
particularly  upon  his  guard.  He  had  for  foinc 
time  before  fccluded  himfelf  in  the  moft  ftoet 
recefles  of  his  palace,  and  at  midnight  was  lb 
afirighted  as  to  leap  out  of  his  bed,  enquiring 
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ittcndants  what  hour  of  the  night  it  was. 
Jieir  falfely  allbring  him  that  it  was  an 
Iter  than  that  which  he  was  taught  to  ap- 
d,  quite  tranfported,  as  if  all  danger  were 
e  prepared  to  go  to  the  bath.  Jull:  theOt 
ius,  his  chamberlain,  came  to  inform  him 
pbanus,  the  comptroller  of  the  houfhold, 
to  fpeak  to  him,  upon  an  affair  of  the 
importance.  The  emperor  having  given 
that  his  attendants  (hould  retire,  Stc- 
entered  with  his  hand  in  a  fcarf,  which 
worn  thus  for  fome  days,  the  better  to 
1  a  dagger,  as  none  were  permitted  to  ap- 
the  emperor  with  arms.  He  began  by 
information  of  a  pretended  confpiracy, 
liibited  a  paper,  in  which  the  particulars 
peciBed.  While  Domitian  was  reading 
itents,  with  an  eager  curiofity,  Stephanu$ 
is  dagger,  and  ftruck  him  in  the  groin, 
ound  not  being  mortal,  Domitian  caught 
'  the  affaflln,  and  threw  him  upon  the 
I,  calling  out  for  afTiftance.  He  de- 
d  alfo  his  fword,  that  was  ufually  place4 
his  pillow,  and  a  boy  who  attended  in 
irtment,  running  to  fetch  it,  found  only 
ibbard,  for  Parthenius  had  previouQy 
xi  the  blade.  The  ftrugglc  with  Scepha- 
1  continued ;  Domitian  ftill  keeping  him 
at  one  time  attempting  to  wreft  the 
from  his  hand,  at  another  to  tear  out 


V$ 


3i6  THEHISTORYOF 

his  eyes  with  his  fingers.  But  Partheniiu,  witk 
his  frcedman,  a  gladiator,  and  two  fubaltrrn 
officers,  now  coming  in,  they  ran  all  furiouflf 
upon  the  emperor,  and  difpatched  him  with 
fcvcn  v/ounds.  In  the  mean  time,  fomc  of 
the  officers  of  the  guard  being  alarmed,  arac 
to  his  affidance,  but  too  late  to  fave  hixn; 
however,  they  flew  Stephanus  on  the  fpot. 

It  is  almoll  incredible  what  fome  writers  re- 
late concerning  Appollonius  Tyaneus,  who  ws 
then  at  Ephenus.  This  perfon,  whom  fimie 
call  a  magician,  and  fome  a  philofopher,  hot 
who  more  probably  was  nothing  more  thaniA 
impoftor,  was,  jufl:  at  the  minute  in  wUck 
Domitian  was  (lain,  ledluring  in  one  of  the 
public  gardens  of  the  city.  But  (lopping  Ihoit, 
all  of  a  fudden  he  cried  out,  "  Courage,  Stc- 
**  phanus,  lirike  the  tyrant.**  And  then,  after 
a  paule,  "  Rejoice,  my  friends,  the  tyrant  dies 
*'  this  day ;  this  day  do  I  lay  !  the  very  mo- 
**  mcnt  in  which  I  kept  filcncc  he  fuffers  for  tis 
**  crimes,   he  dies  !" 

Mary  more  prodigies  were  faid  to  have  por- 
tended his  death  ;  but  the  fate  of  fuch  a  monilcr 
feemed  to  produce  more  preternatural  diftur- 
banccs,  and  more  predications  than  it  defended. 
Tlic  truth  fccir.s  to  be,  that  a  belief  in  on-'Cns 
^nd  prodigies  were  again  become  prevalent; 
the  people  were  arain  relapfmg  into  priihne 
barbarity;  a  country  of  ignorance  is  ever  the 
proper  foil  for  an  harvefl  of  impollure. 


THE  EMPIRE   OF   ROME.  317 

CHAP.       XIV. 
NiRVA,  the  thirteenth  Emperor  of  Rome. 

Vv  HEN  it  was  publicly  known  that  Do-  A.D.96i 
Budan  was  flain,  the  joy  of  the  fenate  was  fo 
great,  that  being  afTembled  with  the  utmoft 
luifie,  they  began  to  load  his  memory  with 
every  reproach.  His  ftatues  were  commanded 
to  be  taken  down  -,  and  a  decree  was  made,  that 
all  his  inicriptions  fhould  be  erafcd,  his  name 
ftruck  out  of  the  regifters  of  fame,  and  his  fu- 

-  iicral  omitted.  The  people,  who  now  took 
fitde  part  in  the  affairs  of  government,  looked 
on  his  death  with  indifference  j  the  foldicrs 
alone,  whom  he  had  loaded  with  favours,  and 
enriched  by  largcffcs,  fincerely  regretted  their 
benefador. 

The  fenate  therefore,  refolved  to  provide  a 

'  fucceflbr  before  the  army  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  the  appointment  upon  them- 
felves ;  and  Cocceius  Ncrva  was  chcfcn  to  the 
empire  the  very  day  on  which  the  tyrant  was 
flain. 

Nerva  was  of  an  illuftrious  family,  as  moil 
fity,  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  and  above  fixty-fivc 

years 
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years  old  when  he  was  called  to  the  throflA 
He  was,  at  that  time,  the  mod  remarkable  man 
in  Rome,  for  his  virtues,  moderation,  and  rc- 
fpe6t  to  the  bws )  and  he  owed  his  exaltatkm 
to  the  blamelcfs  conduct  of  his  former  lift. 
When  the  fenate  went  to  pay  him  their  fob- 
miflfions,  he  received  them  with  his  accuftomed 
humility,  while  Arius  Antonius,  his  moft  in- 
timace  friend,  having  embraced  him  with  great 
familiarity,  addreft  him  in  a  language  very  Af- 
ferent from  that  which  the  former  cmperan 
were  accuftomed  to  hear.  ••  I  come,"  cried 
he,  *^  with  others,  to  congratulate,  not  your 
^  good  fortune,  but  that  of  the  Roman  cm- 
*'  pire.  You  have  long  efcaped  the  malice  of 
*'  your  enemies,  and  the  cruelty  of  tyrants. 
*'  Now,  at  the  decline  of  life,  to  be  plunged 
"  into  new  troubles,  and  furrounding  dangers, 
*'  to  be  cxpofed,  not  only  to  the  hatred  of  eoe- 
"  mies,  but  to  the  dangerous  requefts  of  friend- 
"  (hip,  is  not  a  ftate  to  be  wiftied  for:  youf 
"  enemies  will  naturally  envy,  and  your  frioids, 
*'  prcfuming  upon  your  former  favour,  if  thclf 
*'  I'uits  be  denied,  will  become  enemies  j  b 
*'  that  you  muft  cither  injure  the  public,  or 
"  lofe  their  f-wour."  Such  candid  advice  wis 
received  witli  proper  gratitude ;  and,  indeed, 
no  emperor  fecmed  to  want  fuch  advice  more 
than  he ;  as  the  eafy  indulgence  of  his  difpo- 
Ction  made  him  the  prey  of  his  infidious  cour- 
tiers. 
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owcvcr,  an  excefs  of  indulgence  and  hu- 
ity  were  faults  that  Rome  could  eafily  par- 
after  the  cruelties  of  fuch  an  emperor  as 
litian.  Being  long  accuftomed  to  tyranny, 
regarded  Nerva*s  gentle  reign  with  rap* 
and  even  gave  his  imbecility  the  name  of 
volence.  Upon  coming  to  the  throne,  he 
mly  fwore  that  no  fcnator  of  Rome  Ihould 
ut  to  death  by  his  command,  during  hit 
I,  though  they  gave  never  fo  juft  a  caufc^ 
;  oath  he  fo  rcligioufly  obferved,  that  when 
fcnators  had  conl'pired  his  death,  he  ufed 
ind  of  fev€rity  againft  them  j  but  fending 
hem,  to  let  them  fee  he  was  not  ignorant 
eir  defigns,  he  carried  them  with  him  to  the 
ic  theatre :  there  prefenting  each  a  dagger, 
Icfired  them  to  ftrikc,  as  he  was  dcter^ 
d  not  to  ward  off  the  blow.  ,Such  afts  of 
ency  appeared  to  the  multitude  as  virtues; 
Dthers  faw  them  in  a  different  light,  and 
dcred  them  as  encouragements  to  diflblu- 
One  of  the  principal  men  in  Rome,  was 
i  to  declare,  that  it  was  indeed  a  misfortune 
^e  under  a  prince  who  confidered  innocente 
crime  -,  but  a  greater  ft  ill,  to  live  under 
who  regarded  crimes  as  innocent.  Having 
night  invited  Vciento,  one  of  Domitian's 
vifcious  favourites,  to  fupper,  the  convcrfa- 
ran  upon  the  vices  of  Catullus  Meffalinus, 
e  memory  was  detcfted  for  his  cruelties, 

during. 
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during  the  former  reign.  As  each  of  thg 
guefts  mentioned  him  with  horror.  Ncrvi 
was  induced  to  afk  one  Maurlcus,  who  fat  at 
table,  ^^  What  do  you  think,  Mauricus,  would 
**  become  of  fuch  a  man  now  ?"  "  I  think,** 
i-eplied  Mauricus,  pointing  to  Vciento,  **  that 
*'  he  would  have  been  iiivited^  as  fomc  of  us 
are,  to  fupper.." 

However  true    fuch  farcafms  rhight  havt 
been,  Ncrva  bore  them  with  the  utmoft  good 
humour.     Ever  defirous  of  being  rather  kwred 
than  feartd  by  his  fubjefts,  he  conferred  great 
favours,  and  beftowed  large  gifts,  upon  his 
particular  friends.     His  liberality  was  fo  cx- 
tenfive,  that,  upon  his  firft  promotion  to  the 
empire,  he  was  conftrained  to  fell  his  gold  and 
filver  plate,  with  his  other  rich  moveables,  to 
enable  him  to  continue  his  liberalities.    He 
releafed  the  cities  of  the  empire  from  many 
fevere   duties,   which   had   been  impofed  bf 
Vefpafian ;  he  took  off  a  rigorous  tribute,  which 
had  been  laid  upon  carriages,   and   reftored 
thofe  to  their  property  who  had  been  anjufilf 
difpoffcft  by  Domitian. 

During  his  ftiort  reign  he  made  fevcral  good 
laws.  I  Ic  particularly  prohibited  the  caftratioB' 
of  male  children  ;  which  had  been  likctrife 
condemned  by  his  predcccffor,  but  not  wholly 
removed.  He  put  all  thofc  flaves  to  death,  who 
had,  during  the  laft  reign,  informed  againff 

tht^ 
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mafters.  He  permitted  no  ftatues  to  be 
rd  in  his  honour,  and  converted  fuch  of 
itian*s  as  has  been  fpared  by  the  fenate, 
money.  He  fold  many  rich  robes,  and 
of  the  fplendid  furniture  of  the  palace, 
etrenched  feveral  unre^fonable  expences 
jrt.  At  the  fame  time,  he  had  lb  little 
i  for  money,  that  when  one  of  his  fub- 
found  a  large  treafure,  and  wrote  to  the 
ror  how  to  difpofe  of  it,  he  received  for* 
r,  that  he  might  ufe  it :  but  the  finder  ftill 
ning  the  emperor  that  it  Was  a  fortune  too 
for  a  private  pcrfon,  Nerva,  admiring 
3nefl:y,  wrote  him  word,  that  then  he 
:  al^ufe  it. 

life  of  fuch  generodty  and  mildnefs,  was 
however,  without  its  enemies.  Vigilius 
5,  who  had  oppofed  him,  was  not  only 
•ned,  but  made  his  colleague  in  the  con- 
p.  Calpurnius  CrafTus  alfo,  with  fome 
;,  formed  a  dangerous  confpiracy  to  de- 
him  i  but  Nerva  would  ufe  no  fev^rity  t 
(led  fatisfied  with  banifliing  thofc  who 
culpable,  though  the  fenatc  were  for  in- 
g  more  rigorous  puniihments.  But  the  * 
langerous  infurreftibn  againft  his  interefts, 
om  the  prcttorian  bands,  v/!id,  headed  by 
rius  Olianus,  infiftcd  upon  revenging  the 
nperor's  death,  whcfc  memory  was  ftill 
0  them,  from  his  frequent  liberalities* 
-.II.  y  Nerva, 
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THE  aZITOlY  at 
'ScTTij  wbcxc  jLir.czcLi  zz  zocc  sen,  rendcA 
h:m  £r.«re  cccc:cicu5  ic  die  tSckxis,  did  dli 
his  powtr  Lo  £b:p  lire  ^n:g;rc&  of  this  infif* 
ttcdcz ;  zc  -rdericsd  .linrfirif  » the  mudoM 
Icldierx,  2nd  ocesisg  Iila  bo&cn,  dcfircd  doJ 
to  Cr.I«  thcrt,  nricr  thsa  be  guilty  of  fo  modi 
injuflice.  Tic  li:ii::cr5,  howcrcr,  paid  no  fr 
gird  to  Ih  rgdcntbraaces,  but  ieiziBgupqi 
Pttroolui  and  Pmh^'us  dew  them  in  tU 
mcib  igiiscLinlori  rrsxixer.  Not  content  vilh 
this,  theycTrn  carapelicd  the  emperor  ta  i|p 
prove  of  their  iedidoo,  and  to  make  a  ipeeA 
CO  the  people,  in  «hich  be  thanked  the  cdtttf 
for  their  fedelicj. 

So  difagreeabfie  a  coofbaint  upon  the  em* 
peror's  indinatioiis,  was,  in  the  end,  attended 
with  the  mc^  happy  eifeds,  as  it  caufcd  chl 
adoption  of  Trajan  to  fucceed  him.    Ncrv> 
perceived  tha*  ia  the  prcfent  turbulent  di^io- 
fition  of  die  times,   he  flood  in  need  of  iff 
afnftant  in  the  empire,  who  might  fiiait  At 
fatigues  of  government,  and  contribute  to  keep 
the  licentious  in  awe.    For  this  purpofe,  Icctij^ 
afide  all   his  own   relations,    he   fixed  upoff 
Ulpius  Trajan,  an  utter  ftranger  to  his  familyt 
who  was  then  governor  in  Upper  Germanyt  ^ 
his  fucceflbr.    Having  put  his  determinaoar 
in  exccut'lon,  and  performed  the  accuftoiied 
folemnities,  he  inflantly  lent  ofFambafladorsB) 
Cologne,  where  Trajan  then  rcfidcd^  encreaoflg 

his- 
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tis  afiUtance  in  punilhing  thofe  from  whom  he 
!iad  received  fuch  an  infult. 

The  adoption  of  this  admirable  man,  proved 
b  great  a  curb  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  fol- 
fiery^  that  they  continued  in  perfedl  obedience 
luring  the  reft  of  this  reign ;  and  Cafperius 
Xing  fent  to  him,  was,  by  hU  command^  either 
janifiied  or  put  to  death. 

The  adopting  Trajan,  Was  the  laft  public  aft 
)f  Ncrva.  .In  about  three  months  after,  hav- 
ing put  himfelf  in  a  violent  paflion  with  on^ 
RLegulus,  a  fenator,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever, 
)f  which  he  died,  after  a  ftiort  reign  of  one 
[rear,  four  months,  and  nine  days. 

He  was  the  firft  foreign  emperor  who  reign- 
id  in  Rome,  and  juftly  reputed  a  prince  of  great 
jenerofity  and  moderation.  He  is  alfo  cele- 
brated for  his  wifdom,  though  with  lefs  reafbn, 
die  greateft  Inftance  he  gave  of  it  during  hia 
reign,  being  the  choice  of  his  fucceffor. 


C    H    A    ?•>        XV. 
Trajaii,  the  Fourteenth  Emperor  of  Romci 

RAjAN's  family  was  originally  from   tJ.C.Sjii 
ttaly,  but  he  himfelf  was  born  in  Seville  in   A.D.yij 
Spain.     He  very  early  accompanied  his  father, 
X  2  wh9 
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who  was  a  general  of  the  Romans,  in  his  cxpe* 

ditlons  along  the  Euphrates  and  the  Rhine,  arid 
while  yet  very  young,  acquired  a  confidcrablc 
reputation  for  military  accomplifliments.  He 
enured  his  body  to  fatigue  •,  he  made  long 
marches  on  foot ',  and  laboured  to  acquire  aH 
that  fkill  in  war  which  was  neceflary  for  a  com- 
mander. When  he  was  made  general  of  the 
army  in  Lower  Germany,  which  was  one  of 
the  moll  confiderable  employments  in  die 
empire,  it  caufed  no  alteration  in  his  manners 
or  way  of  living,  and  the  commander  was  fcen 
no  way  differing  from  the  private  tribune,  a- 
cept  in  his  fuperior  wifdom  and  virtues.  The 
great  qualities  of  his  mind  were  accompanied 
with  all  the  advantages  of  perfon.  His  body 
was  majeftic  and  vigorous  j  he  was  at  that 
middle  time  of  life  which  is  happily  tempered 
^w  ith  the  warmth  of  youth,  and  the  caution  of 
age,  being  forty-two  years  old.  To  thcfc 
qualities  were  added,  a  modcfty  that  feemcd 
peculiar  to  himfdf  alone ;  fo  that  mankinJ 
found  a  plcafure  in  praifing  thofe  accomplifli- 
ments  of  which  the  pofTeflbr  fecmed  no  way 
confcious.  Upon  the  whole,  Trajan  is  diftin- 
guiincd  as  the  grcatcfl:  and  the  belt  emperorof 
Rome.  Ctlieis  might  have  equalled  him  in 
war,  and  Tome  migiu  have  b^en  his  rivals iti 
clemency  and  goodnefs ;  but  he  fecms  the  onW 
prince  v»ho  united  thcfe  talents  iji  the  grcatcft 

pcncftio^^ 
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erfeftion,  and  who  appears  equally  to  engage 
ur  admiration,  and  our  regard. 
Upon  being  informed  of  the  death  of  Nerva, 
?  prepared  to  return  to  Rome,  whither  he  was 
ivited  by  the  united  entreaties  of  the  date.  He 
lerefore  began  to  march  with  a  difciplinc  that 
as  for  a  long  time  unknown  in  the  armies  of 
ie  empire.  The  countries  through  which  he 
ift,  were  neither  ravaged  nor  taxed,  and  he 
itered  the  city,  not  in  a  triumphant  manner, 
lOugh  he  had  deferved  many,  but  on  foot, 
tended  with  the  civil  officers  of  the  ftate,  and 
»llowed  by  his  foldiers,  who  marched  filently 
•rward,  with  modefty  and  rcfpeft. 
One  of  the  firft  leftures  he  received,  refpeft- 
g  his  condudt  in  governing  the  empire,  v^as 
om  Plutarch,  the  philofopher,  who  had  the 
)nour  of  being  his  mafter.  Upon  his  arrival 
Rome,  he  is  faid  to  have  written  him  a  let- 
r,  to  the  following  purpofe :  "  Since  youf 
merits,  and  not  your  importunities,  have  ad- 
vanced you  to  the  empire,  permit  me  to  con- 
gratulate your  virtues,  and  my  own  good 
fortune.  If  your  future. government  proves 
anfwerable  to  your  former  worth,  I  fhall  be 
happy.  But  if  you  become  worfe  for  power, 
yours  will  be  the  danger,  and  mine  the  ig- 
nominy of  your  conduft.  The  errors  of  the 
pupil  will  be  charged  upon  his  inftruftor. 
Seneca  is  reproached  for  the  enormities  of 
Y^  "Nerpi 
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"  Nero ',  and  Sbcratcs  and  Quintillian  have  noe 
*'  efcaped  ccnfure  for  the  mifconduft  of  their 
*'  rcfpeftive  fcholars.  But  you  have  it  in  your 
*'  power  to  make  me  the  tnoft  honoured  of 
**  men,  by  continuing  what  you  are.  Continue 
♦*  the  command  of  your  paffions  •,  and  make 
**  virtue  the  fcope  of  all  your  aftions.  If  you 
"  follow  thcfe  inftf uftions,  then  will  I  glory  m 
*'  my  having  prefumed  to  give  them ;  if  you 
♦«  ncgleft  vi^hat  I  offer,  then  will  this  letter  be 
**  my  teftimony  that  you  have  not  erred  through 
**  the  council  and  authority  of  Plutarch.**  I 
have  inferted  this  letter,  whether  genuine  or 
not,  becaufe  it  feems  to  me  well  written ;  and 
a  ftriking  pifture  of  this  greateft  philofophcr^ 
inariner  of  addrefling  that  bed  of  princes. 

It  would  be  tedious,  and  unneccflary,  to  en-' 
tcr  into  a  detail  of  this  good  monarch's  labours 
for  the  ftate.  His  application  to  bufinefs,  his 
moderation  to  his  enemies,  his  modefty  in  ex- 
altation, his  liberality  to  the  deferving,  and  his 
ifrugality  in  his  own  expences  j  thcfe  have  all 
been  the  fubjeft  of  panegyric  ^mong  his  co- 
temporaries  i  and  they  continue  to  be  the  ad- 
miration of  pofterity. 

Upon  giving  the  prefeft  of  the  prsetoriaa 
bands  tlie  fword,  according  to  cuftom,  he  made 
ufe  of  this  remarkable  expreflion  :  "  Takt  this 
f *  fworJ,  and  ufe  it :  if  I  have  merit,  for  me  5 
J*  \f  otherwife,  againft  me."    After  which,  he 

added. 
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d.  That   he  who  gave  laws  was  the  firft  - 

was  bound  to  obferve  them. 

he  had  any  failings,  they  were  his  love  of 

eoi  whichi  however,  never  hurried  him 

nd  the  bounds  of  decency ;  and  his  immo-   . 
te  pafllon  for  war,  tp  which  he  had  been 

up  from  his  childhood.  The  firfl:  war  he 
jpgtgcd  in  after  his  coming  to  the  throne, 
with  the  Dacians,  who,  during  the  reign  of 
lijtian,  had  committed  numberlefs  ravages 
I  the  provinces  of  the  empire.     He  there- 

taifed  a  powerful  army,  and  with  great 
^itiJon  marched  into  thofe  barbarous  coun- 
,  ??here  he  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by 
jbalus,  the  Dacian  king,  who,  for  a  long 
,  withftood  his  boldeft  efforts.  At  length, 
jver,  this  monarch  being  conftrained  to 
i  to  a  general  battle,  and  no  longer  able  to 
-a6l  the  war,  he  was  routed  with  great 
;hter ;  though  not  without  great  lofs  to  the 
ueror.  The  Roman  foldiers,  upon  this  oc- 
n,  wanting  linnen  to  bind  up  their  wounds, 
mperor  tore  his  own  robes  to  fupply  them. 

viftory  compelled  the  enemy  to  fue  tor 
%  which  they  obtained  upon  very  dit 
ntageous  terms;  their  king  coming  into 
loman  camp,  and  acknowledging  himfelf 
Tal  of  the  Roman  empire.  ^    . 

pon  Trajan's  return,  after  the  ufual  tri- 
hs  and  rejoicings  upon  fuch  an  occafton 
Y  4  were. 
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were  over,  he  was  furpriled  with  an  account^ 
that  the  Dacians  had  renewed  hoftilities.     Do- 
ccbalus,  their  king,  was  now,  therefore,  a  fc- 
coiid  time,  adjudged  an  enemy  to  the  KomaA 
f*ate,  and  Trajan  invaded  liis  dominions  with  an 
r.rir.y  eq'.^al  to  that  with  which  he  had  before 
liibiu'ju  him.      But  Decebalus,   now  grown 
iViOrc  cautious  by  liis  former  defeat,  ufcd  every 
a;c  to  avoid  coming  to  an  engagement.    He 
alio  I'Ut  various    ftratagems    in    pra<fticc»  tQ 
ciilrcis  the  cntiv.y ;    and,  at  one  time,  Trajan 
liin.lllf  was  in  danger  of  being  fl^in  or  takcRr 
He  alio  took  Longinus,  one  of  the  RonuA 
ficncrois,  j^i  Ifoner,  and  threatened  to  kill  bioi 
in  c:\U  Tr.ijan  afuled  granting  him  terms  of 
jK-acc.     r.uL  tiiC  emperor  replied.  That  peace 
and  war  had  not  their  dependance  upon  the 
UKVf  of  one  iubject  only  ;  wliereforc  Longi- 
]';l:s,  k):r.c   t;»ric  after,    dcftroycd   himfclf  by 
a  \  oj'jnr:*:  y  death.     The  fate  of  this  general 
lle;ncd  to  ^'.Vv:  new  vigour  to  Trajan's  opera- 
tions.    In  crJcr  to  be  better  enabled  to  invade 
ih"  enerny's  territories  at  pleafurc,  he  under* 
t'.'.k  a  n^)!l:  llupendous  work,  which  was  no 
Ui^  t':kin  buildir.jy  a  hri^f-c  acrofs  the  Danubci 
'iii':s  ama;:ing  ftr.ictiire,  wiiich  was  built  over  4 
«!.'.;',  b:oai  and  rapid  river,  confifted  of  more 
t.'....i  :v,\:uy-tv;o  arclies,  an  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
hii:h,  and  an  iiundrcd  and  I'eventy  broaJ  :  ite 
^ulns  ui'  tli's  IhuJture,  which  remain  tq  thisday;* 


EMPIRE    OF    ROME. 

ern  architefts  how  far  they  v/ere  fur- 
the  ancients,  both  in  the  greatneft 
)ldnefs  of  their  defigns.  Upon  finifti- 
^ork,  Trajan  continued  the  war  with 
ur,  (hiring  with  the  meaneft  of  his 
e  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  and  con- 
icouraging  them  to  their  duty  by  his 
pie.  By  thefe  means,  notwithftanding 
y  was  fpacious  and  uncukivated,  and 
itants  brave  and  harcjy*  he  fubdued 
»  and  added  the  kingdom  of  Dacia, 
incc  to  the  Roman  empire.  Dccc- 
Ic  fome  attempts  to  efcape,  but  be- 
mded  on  every  fide,  he  at  laft  flew 
nd  his  head  was  fent  immediately  to 
certify  his  misfortune  there.  Thefe 
*eemed  to  advance  the  empire  to  a 
gree  of  fplendour,  than  it  had  hi- 
luired.  Ambafladors  were  feen  to 
1  the  interior  parts  of  India,  to  con- 
Trajan's  fuccefs,  and  befpeak  his 
At  his  return  to  Rome,  he  entered 
1  triumph  ;  and  the  rejoicings  for  his 
afted  for  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  and 
ys. 

;  thus  given  peace  and  profperity  to 
?,  Trajan  continued  his  reign,  loved, 
and  almoft  adored,  by  his  fubjefts. 
-d  the  city  with  public  buildings ;  he 
om  fuch  men  as  lived  by  their  vices  ; 

3  he 
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he  entertained  perfons  of  merit  with  the  utmotf 
familiarity ;  and  fo  little  feared  his  cnemicsi 
that  he  could  fcarcely  be  induced  to  fuppofe 
he  had  any.  Being  one  day  told  by  fimxi 
that  his  friend  and  favourite.  Sura,  was  fiK 
to  him ;  Trajan,  to  {hew  how  much  he  lelied 
upon  his  Bdelity,  went,  in  his  ordinary  nummr, 
to  fup  with  him.  There  he  commanded  Sun^ 
furgeon  to  be  brought,  whom  he  ordered  to 
take  off  the  hair  about  his  eye-brows.  He  tkfli 
made  the  barber  fhaye  his  beard,  and  afar 
went  unconcerned  into  the  bath  as  ufual.  Tke 
next  day,  when  Sura's  accufers  were  renewal 
their  obloquy,  Trajan  informing  them  how  it 
had  fpent  the  night,  "  If,"  cried  he,  "  Surt 
*^  had  any  defigns  againft  my  life^  he  then  had 
**  the  faireft  opportunity." 

It  had  been  happy  for  this  great  princess  In^ 
mory,  if  he  had  fhewn  equal  clemency  to  all 
his  fubjefts ;  but,  about  the  ninth  year  of  hit 
reign,  he  was  perfuaded  to  look  upon  tha 
U.C.860.  Chriftians  with  a  fufpicious  eye.  The  cxtrane 
A.D.107.  veneration  which  he  profeffed  for  the  religion  rf 
the  empire,  fet  him  feduloufly  to  oppofe  cvcrjr 
innovation,  and  the  progrefs  of  chriftianity  fccrn- 
cd  tp  alarm  him.  A  law  had  fome  time  before 
been  paficd,  in  which  all  Hcterir,  or  focictirt 
diffcnting  from  the  e(labli(hcdreligion,werecoft- 
fidcrcd  as  illegal,  being  reputed  nurferies  of  iin- 
poiture  and  fedicion.    Under  the  fanftion  of  this 

la^'. 
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iw,  the  Chriftir.:,..  A'ere  pr:rfecuted  in  all  parts  of 
iccmpire.  Great  n';mbeis  of  ihcm  were  put  to 
eath,  as  w^!!  by  y-i^ji^hr  turr.v.lts  as  by  ociiccii 
ad  jutiicial  prorccdini^s.  f  n  this  p^rkcution,  Sr. 
icmerts,  bifhop  of  Rome,  was  condci^j'-ied  to 
i  thrown  into  the  fca,  with  an  anchor  about  his 
!ck}  St^Simeon,  bifhop  of  Jerufalcm,  at  the  age 
'  a  hundred  and  twenty,  was  fcour^d  and  cru- 
Bed ;  and  St.  Ignatius,  who  had  a  particular 
ipute  with  Trajan,  at  Antioch,  was  con- 
mned  to  be  thrown  to  wild  beafts,  in  the 
npliitheatre  at  Rome.  However,  the  perfe- 
irioh  ceafed  after  fome  time;  for  the  emperor 
iving  advice  from  Pliny,  the  pro-conful  in  Bi- 
yoia,  of  the  innocence  and  fimplicity  of  the  ' 
hriftians,  and  of  their  inofTenfive  and  moral 
ay  rf  living,  he  fufpcnded  their  punifliments. 
at  a  total  ftop  was  put  to  them  upon  Tiberi- 
las,  the  governor  of  Paleffine's,  fending  him 
wd,  That  he  was  wearied  out  with  executing 
le  bws  againfl:  the  Galileans,  who  crowded  to 
ttcution  in  fuch  multitudes,  that  he  was  at  a 
A  how  to  proceed.  Upon  this  information, 
lie  emperor  gave  orders,  that  the  Chriftians 
liould  not  be  fought  after  5  but  if  any  offered 
licmfelves,  that  they  fhould  fufFer.  In  this 
lanner  the  rage  of  perfecution  ceafed,  and  the 
aipcror  found  leifure  to  turn  the  force  of  his 
*nis  againft  the  Armenians  and  Parthians, 
I  who 
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who  now  began  to  throw  off  all  fubmillion  tq 
Rome. 

While  he  was  employed  in  thcfc  wars,  there 
was  a  dreadful  infurre&ion  of  the  Jews  in  all 
parts  of  the  empire.     This  wretched  people, 
ilill  infatuated,  and  ever  expedting  fomc  lignal 
deliverer,  took  the  advantage  of  Trajan's  ab- 
fence  in  the  eaft,  to  malTacre  all  the  Greeks, 
and  Romans,  which  they  got  into  their  power, 
without  reluctance  or  mercy.     This  rebellioa 
firft  began  in  Cyrene,  a  Roman  province  ia 
Airica  -,   from  thence  the  flame  extended  to 
Egypt,  and  next  to  the  ifland  of  Cyprus.  Thcfc 
places,  they,  in  a  manner,  di*'*    ;  ^ikd  with  un- 
governable fury.     ^'     ;•..:  .parities  were  fuch, 
thiiLii". ;.  .".■    ^.c  ;;*.iii  or  their  enemies,  wore 
their  fkins,  fawed  them  afunder,  caft  them  Ko 
wild  beads,   made  them  kill  each  other,  and 
ftudied  new  torments  by  which  to  deftroy  them. 
However,  thefe  cruelties  were  of  no  long  du- 
ration ;  the  governors  of  the  refpedtive  pro- 
vinces making  head  againll  their  tumultuous 
fur) ,  foon  treated  them  with  a  retaliation  of 
cruelty,  and  put  them  to  death,  not  as  humin 
beings,  bi.t  as  outrageous  pefts  to  fociety.  As 
the  Jews  had  pradil'ed  their  cruelties  in  Cypnis 
particularly,  a  law  was  publickly  en3<ftcd,by 
>vhich  it  was  made  capital  for  any  Jew  to  k% 
fool  on  rhc  ifl.irtl. 

During 


ing  thcfe  bloody  tranfaftions,  Trajan  waa 
ating  his  fucccfles  in  the  Eaft.     His  firft 

was  into  Armenia,  the  king  of  which 
Y  had  difclaimed  all  alliance  with  Rome, 
ceived  the  enfigns  of  royalty  and  domi- 
om  the  monarch  of  Parthia.  However, 
he  news  of  Trajan's  expedition,  his  fears 
b  great,  that  he  abandorted  his  country 

invader ;  while  the  greateft  part  of  his 
lors  and  nobility  came  fubmiflively  to  the 
3r,  acknowledging  themfclves  his  fub^ 
md  making  him  the  mod  coftly  prcfents. 
g,  in  this  manner,  taken  poflefllon  of 
ole  country,  and  gotten  the  king  into  his  * 
,  he  marched  into  the  dominions  of  the 
»f  Parthia.  There,  entering  the  opulent 
)m  of  MefTopotamia,  he  reduced  it  into 
TH  of  a  Roman  province.  From  thence 
It  againft  the  Parthians,  marching  on  foot 

head  of  his  army-,  in  tl^is  manner, 
g  rivers,  and  conforming  to  all  the  feve- 
Df  difciplinc,  which  were  in)pofcd  upon 
janeft  foldicn  His  fuccefles  againft  the 
ans  were  great  and  numerous.     He  con- 

1  Syria  and  Chaldca  -,  and  took  the  fa- 
city,  of  Babylon.  There,  attempting 
uS  the  I'uphrates,  he  was  oppofcd  by  the 
,  who  were  rcfolved  to  ftop  his  pafTage; 

2  fecretly  c:\ufcd  boats  to  be  made  upon 
Ijoining  mountains  >    and  bringing  them 

to 
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to  the  water-Hde,  paflfed  his  army  with  gfcst 
expedition ;  not,  however,  without  great  flaugh- 
ter  on  both  fides.     From  thence  he  travel^ 
large  trafts  of  country^  which  had  never  befbie 
been  invaded  by  a  Roman  army ;  and  ieemed 
to  take  a  pleafure  in  purfuing  the  fame  march 
which  Alexander  the  Great  had  marked  out 
.  before  him.    Having  pafTed  the  rapid  ftreao 
of  the  Tigris,  he  advanced  to  the  city  Ctefiphon» 
which  he  took  and  opened  himfelf  a  paflO^ 
into  Perfia ;  where  he  made  many  conqixfts 
that  were  rather  Tplendid    than    fervicabk. 
After  fubduing  all  the  country  bordering  on 
the  Tigris,  he  marched  fouthward  to  the  Pcr- 
fian  gulph,  where  he  fubdued  a  monarch  who 
poffcffed  a  confiderablc  idand,   made  by  die 
divided  dreams  of  that   river.     Here  winter 
coming  on,   he  was  in  danger  of  lofing  die 
greateft  part  of  his  army  by  the  inclemenq 
of  the  climate,  and  the  inundations  of  the  river. 
He,  therefore,  with  indefatigable  pains,  fitted 
out  a  fleet,  and  failing  down  the  Perfian  gulphi 
entered  the  Indian  ocean,  conquering  even  to 
the  Indies,  and  fubduing  a  part  of  them  to 
the  Roman  empire.     He  was  prevented  from 
purfuing    further    conquefts    in   this    diftani 
country,  both  by  the  revolt  of  many  of  the 
provinces  he  had  already  fubdued,  and  by  the 
:arcity  of  provifions,  which  kemed  to  con- 
•adift  the  reports  of  the  fertility  of  the  countries 

he 
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nduced  to  invadet  The  inconveniencies 
eafing  age,  alfo  contributed  to  damp 
our  of  this  enterprize,  which  at  one 
:  intended  to  purfue  to  the  confines 
;arth«  Returning^  therefore,  along  the 
gulph,  and  fending  the  fenate  apar* 
iccount  of  all  the  nations  he  had  coa« 

the  names  of  which  alone  compofed  a 
Ltalogue,  he  prepared  to  punifh  thoie 
:s  which  had  revolted  from  him.  He 
by  laying  the  famous  city  of  EdciTa,  in 
^tamia,  in  aihes;  and,  in  a  fhort  fpace 
,  not  only  retook  all  thofe  places  which 
bre  acknowledged  fubje^on,  but  con- 
many  other  provinces,  fo  as  to  make 
matter  of  the  mofl  fertile  kingdoms  of 
ju  In  this  train  of  fucceflcs  he  fcarcc 
th  a  repulfe,  except  before  the  city  Atra, 
icCirts  of  Arabia.  Wherefore,  judging 
is  wa^  a  proper  time  for  bounding  his 
fts,  he  refolved  to  give  a  matter  to  the 
es  he  had  fubdued.  With  this  refolution 
MTcd  to  the  city  Ctefiphon,  in  Pcrfia  -; 
!re,  with  great  ceremony,  crowned  Par- 
lates  king  of  Parthia,  to  the  great  joy 
his  fubjefts.  He  ettablifhed  another 
ilfo  over  the  kingdom  of  Albania,  near 
(pian  fea.  Then  placing  governors  and 
ants  m  other  provinces,  he  refolved  w 

to  his  capital  in  a  more  magnificent 
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manner  than  any  of  his  prcdcccflbrs  had  dond 
before  him.  He  accordingly  left  Adrian  ge- 
neral of  all  his  forces  in  the  caft,  and  continued 
his  journey  towards  Rome,  where  the  moft 
ma«;rn:Scent  preparations  were  made  for  his  ar- 
rival. However,  he  had  not  got  farther  than 
the  province  of  Cilicia,  when  he  found  htmfelf 
too  wirJ:  to  proceejd  in  his  ufual  ma:nner.  He 
there i'orc  ordered  himfclf  to  be  carried  on  (hip- 
boarvl,  to  the  city  of  Saleucia,  where  he  died 
of  the  apO;':«-xy,  having  been  attacked  by  that 
diibrder  on^c  before.  During  the  time  of  his 
indirpotion,  his  wife  Plotina  conftantly  attend- 
ed near  him  -,  and  knowing  the  emperor's  diflike 
to  Adrian,  it  h  thought  forged  the  will,  by 
whkh  he  was  adopted  to  fuccced. 
A.D.ii".  *  Traian  died  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  his 
a?,e,  aircr  a  reign  of  nineteen  years,  fix  months 
..::d  iiue?  n  days.  Hew  highly  he  was  eftecnvd 
,  !v..  iV.bjecls  appears  from  their  manner  of 
I  :.'j;  his  fucceffors,  always  wi(hing  them  the 
r  :  ;  of  Auoruftus,  and  the  goodncfs  of 
\  fiis  military  virtues,  however,  upon 
\  he  e!\tlly  valued  himfelf,  produced  no 

.A\:\r.  ;'   e  to  his  country,  and  all  his  con- 
.' '    .  >  ciif.i;  jK-a'-eJ,  when  the  power  was  with- 

•;  that  enibrctd  tliem. 
!;.t  I'll  it  nuiy   be  afTerted  that  the  Ro- 
.  :.n  empire  was  never  fo  large  as   when  he 

kft 
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Jlcfc  it»  nor  fo  formidable  to  the  reft  of  the 
^wpr^d.  And  yet  its  ftrength  Wjas  much  impair- 
.td ;  for. being  fpread  over  fo  great  an  extent  of 
.Corritpry,  i^  it  wanted  the  invigprating  priaciple 
i^fpatriotifm^mong  its.fu^jel^s  to  inlpire  them 
Jn  its  defence,  its  bu}k  feemed  rather  a  lymp- 
tfifa  pf  its  difeafe,  than  its  vigour. 


CHAP.       XVI. 
Adrian,. the  Fifteenth  Emperor  of  RoMjc. 

Adrian  was  by  delcent  a  Spaniard^ 
jflUid  of  the  feme  city  where  Trajan  was  born. 
iJde  was  nephew  to  Trajan,  and  married  t;o 
.JSabina  his  grand  neice.  When  Trajan  was 
^  adopted  to  the  empire,  Adrian  was  a  tribune 
t>f  the  army  in  M^fia,  and  lent  by  the  troops 
.to  congratulate  the  emperpr  pn  his  advanCc- 
,  ment.  But  his  brother-in-law,  who  defired  to 
,  have  an  opportunity  of  congratulating  Trajan 
himfelf,  fupplied  Adrian  witK  a  carriage  that 
^bipke  down  on  the  way.  Adrian,  however, 
.was  refolved  to  lofe  no  time,  and  performed 
.  4^.  reft  of  the  journey  on  foot.  This  afliduity 
,.wiw  very  pleaiing  to  the  emperor-,  but  he 
.dijQiked  Adrian  from  ieveral  more  prevailing 
motives.     He  was  cxpenfive  and  involved  in 

Vol.  II.  Z  debt. 
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debt.  He  was,  beHdes,  inconftant,  capricioio 
and  apt  to  envy  another's  reputation.  Thefe 
faults,  in  Trajan's  opinion,  could  n6t  he  coni- 
penfated  either  by  Adrian's  learning  or  his 
talents.  His  great  (kill  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  his  intimate  acquaintance 
With  the  laws  of  his  CouAtfy,  and  the  phito- 
fophy  of  the  times,  were  no  inducements  to 
Trajan,  who,  being  bred  himfelf  a  foMier, 
defired  to  have  a  military  man  to  fucoecd 
him.  For  this  reafon  it  was  that  the  dyiog 
emperor  woiild  by  no  me^ans  appoint  a  f«c- 
ccffor;  fearful,  perhaps,  of  injuring  bis  grot 
reputaion,  by  adopting  a.  perfon  that  was  un- 
worthy. His  death,  therefore,  was  concealed 
for  Ibme  time  by  Plotina,  his  wife,  till  Adrian 
had  founded  the  inclinations  of  the  army,  and 
found  them  firm  in  his  interefts.  They  then 
produced  a  forged  inftrument,  importing  that 
Adrian  was  adopted  to  fucceed  in  the  empire. 
By  this  artifice  he  was  elefted  by  all  orders 
of  tlie  (late,  though  abfent  from  ^ome,  being 
then  at  Antioch,  as  general  of  the  forces  in 
the  eaft. 

Upon  Adrian's  eleftion,  his  firft  care,  wis 
to  write  to  the  fcnate,  excufing  himfelf  for 
afluming  the  empire  without  their  preVieus 
approbation  •,  imputing  it  to  the  hafty  zeal  of 
the  army,  who  rightly  judged  that  the  fenate 
ought  not  long  to  remain  without  nh  head. 

He 
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he  then  began  to  purfue  a  courfc  quite  oppo^ 
JStc  to  that  of  his  predeceffor,  taking 'every 
hiethod  of  declining  war,  and  pi-omoting  the 
arts  of  peace.  He  was  quite  latisfied  with  pre- 
ierving  the  ancient  limits  of  the  empire,  arid 
ieemed  no  way  ambitious  of  extenfive  conqueft. 
per  this  reafon  he  abandoiied  all  the  conquefU 
which  Trajan  had'  made,  judgihg  thetn  to  be 
rather  an  inconvenience  than  an  advantage  to 
the  empire.  He  made  the  river  Euphrates 
th<;  boundary  of  the  empire,  and  placed  the 
iegionis  along  its  banks  to  prevent  the  incur* 
iions  of  the  enemy. 

Having  thus  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  eaft^ 
and  leaving  Severus  governor  of  Syria,  he 
look  his  journey  by  land  to  Rome,  fending  thie 
afhes  of  Trajan  thither  by  fea.  Upon  his  ap- 
proach to  the  city,  he  was  informed  that  a 
magnificent  triumph  was  preparing  for  him  j 
but  this  he  mbdeftly  declined,  dtfiring  that 
thcfe  honours  might  be  paid  to  Trajah*s  me- 
mory, which  they  had  defigned  for  him.  In 
confcquence  of  this  command,  a  moft  fupcrb 
triumph  wa^  detreed,  in  which  Trajan's  Ifatuc 
was  carried  as  the  principal  figlire  in  the  pro^ 
teflion,  it  being  remarked  that  he  was  the  only 
man  that  ever  triumphed  after  he  was  dead^ 
Not  content  with  paying  him  thcfe  extraor-^ 
diniry  honours,  his  allies  were  placed  in  i 
golden  urn,  upon  the  top  of  a  column  art 
Z  2  h^ndre^ 
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hundred  and  forty^  feet  high.  On  this  wcrr 
engraven  the  particulars  of  all  his  exploits  b 
baflb  relievo^  a  work  of  great  labour,  and 
which  is  Rill  remaining. 

It  was  not  an  eafy  taflc  to  appfarwkh  mjr 
luftre,  after  an  emperor  fo  loved  and  admired 
as  Trajan  -,  and  yet  the  merits  of  his  iticce(S)r 
feemed^  in  fome  meafure,  to  confole  the  people 
for  their  lofs.  Adrian  was  one  of  riic  mA 
remarkable  of  the  Roman  emperors  for  the 
variety  of  hi»  endowments.  'He  wa6  h^S^ 
fkilful  in  aUr  the  exercifes  both  of  bo^  afid 
snind*  He  eonapofed  with  great  beauty,  bo& 
in  profe  and  verfe  ;  he  pleaded  at  the  bv,  and 
was  one  of  the  bed  orators  of  his  time^  He 
was  deeply  verfed  in-  the  mathematics,  and  do 
lefs  fkilfbl  if!  phyfic.  In  drawing  and  paint-' 
ing,  he  was  equal  to  the  greateft  mafteis ;  as 
excellent  mvfieian-,  and  foog  to  admiratioD. 
Befides  thcle  qualiiications,  he  had  an  aftomlh- 
ing  memory  j^  he  knew  the  names  of  all  bU 
foldicrs,  though  never  fo  long  abfent.  He 
could  drdate  to  one,  confer  with  another,  and 
write  hknfclf,  all  at  the  feme  time.  He  wis 
remarkably  expert  in  military  difcipliae ;  be 
was  ftrong  and  very  IkiiSoV  in  arms,  both  09 
horfcback  and  on  foot,  and  frequently  with  his 
own  hand  killed  wild-boars,  and  even>  Uoos,  m 
hunting* 

His 
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Hb  moral  virtues  were  not  lefs  than  his  ac- 
:ompUttiments.  Upon  his  firfl:  exalution,  he 
brgave  an  infinite  number  of  debts  due  to  the 
exchequer,  remitting  the  large  arrears  to  which 
Jie  pioyinces  were,  liable,  and  burning  the  bonds 
ifid.«cgxfters  of  them  in  the  public  Forum.  He 
efufedto  take  the  confiicated  eftates  ofcon- 
lonned  pejrfons  into  his  private  coffers^  bur 
Nrdered  them  to  be  placed  in  the  public  trea- 
iiryu  His  moderation  and  clemency  appeared 
yy  pardoning  the  injuries  which  he  had  received 
vhea  he  was  yet  but  a  privaxe  man.  One  da^ 
neodng  a  pofon  who  h«ad  ^rmerly  been  bL 
soft  invsCterate  enemy,  "  My  good  friend,** 
n-iedie^  ^^  you  have  cfcaped,  for  Tam  made 
^  emperoi;.**  He  had  ib  great  a.  veneration  for 
die  fenate,  and  was  fb  careful  of  not  introduc- 
Ag  unwocthy  perfons  into  it,  that  he  told  the 
:aptain  of  his  guard,  when  he  made  him  a 
Icnator,  that  he  had  no  honours  in  his  gift^ 
ujual  to  what  he  then  befiowed.  He  was  affable 
p  his  friends,  and  gentle  to.  perfbns  of  meaner 
GUuions;  he  relieved  their,  wnnts,  and  vifited 
tbeoi  in  £ckncls  -,  it  being  his  coqfti^it  maxim, 
that  jbe  was  an  emperor  not  for  his  own  good^ 
iyut  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Theie  were  his  virtues,  which  were  contraft- 

cdrby  a  ftrange.  mixtiur  of  vices ;  or^  to  fay  the 

truth,  he  wanted  ftrength  of  mind  to  prcferve 

his  general  reftitude  of  charadter  without  de* 

Z  3  viation. 
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viation.     Thus  he  is  rcprcfcnted  as  proud  an4 
vain-glorious,  envious  and  detraftive,  hafty  ih(J 
revengeful,  inquifitivc  into  other  men's  affairs, 
and  often  induced  by  fycophants  and  informers 
to  afts  of  cruelty  and  injuftice.     He  permitted 
the  revival    of   the    perfecution    againft  the 
Chriftians,  and  fliewed  many  inftances  of  a  bad 
difpofition,  which  it  was  the  whole  ftudy  of' 
his  life  to  cofreft  or  to  conceal- 
But,  however  Adrian  might  have  been,  as  to 
his  private  character,  his  conduft  as  an  empe- 
ror appears  moft  admirable,  as  all  his  public 
tranfadions  feem    didlated    by  the  foundeft 
policy,  and  the  moft  difintereftcd  wifdom.  He 
was  fcarce  fettled  on  the  throne,  when  fcveral 
of  the  northern  barbarians,  the  Alani,  the  Sar- 
matians  and  the  Dacians,  began  to  make  devaf- 
tations  on  the  empire.     Thefe  hardy  nations,* 
who  now  found  the    way    to  conquer,    by 
iflfuing  from  their  forefts,   and  then  rearing 
upon  thp  approach  of  a  fuperior  force  oppoCng 
them,  began  to  be  truly  formidable  to' Rome.' 
Adrian    had    thoughts    of    contracting    the 
limits  of  the  empire,  by  giving  up  fomc  of 
the  mod  remote  and  lead  defenfible  provin- 
ces ;    but  in  \\\is  he  was  over-ruled  by  ha 
friends,  who  wrongly  imagined  that  an  e^- 
tcnfiye  frontier  would  intimidate  an  invading 
f  nemy.    But  though  he  complied  with  their  re? 
ipopftrancesj  he  broke  down  the  bridge  over 
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Danuhv.%  which  his  predcccflbr  had  built, 
ible  that  the  fame  paffagc  which  was  open  to 
,  was  equally  convenient  to  the  incurfions 
lis  barbarous  neighbours. 
Vhilc  he  was  employed  in  compelling  thefc 
ons  to  fubmiflion,  a  confpiracy  was  difco- 
xi,  carried  on  among  four  perfons  of  con- 
r  dignity  at  home.  Thefe  had  agreed  to 
him,  cither  while  he  was  offering  iacrificc, 
irhile  he  was  hunting.  Their  deiigns,  how- 
r,  were  timely  difcovered^  and  the  conlpi- 
►rs  put  to  death,  by  order  of  die  fenate. 
rian  took  great  pains  to  clear  hioifelf  from 
imputation  of  having  had  any  hand  in  their 
:ution ;  he  h^  fworn  upon  his  advance- 
it,  to  put  no  fepator  to  death,  and  he  now 
burd  that  the  delinquents  died  without  his 
niOion.  But  in  order  entirely  to  fuppreis 
murmprs  of  the  people  upqn  ;his  head,  he 
ributed  large  fums  of  money  among  them, 
called  off  their  attention  from  this  ad  of 
urity,  (o  magnificent  (hows,  ^nd  the  various 
tv&ons  of  the  amphitheatre, 
iaving  ftayed  a  Ihort  time  at  Rome,  fo  as 
tct  that  all  things  were  regulated  and  eda- 
bed  for  phe  fafety  of  the  public,  he  pre- 
ed  to  vifip  and  take  a  view  of  his  whole 
pire.  It  was  one  of  his  niaxims,  that  an 
peror  ought  to  i^nmitate  the  fun,  which  dif« 
rs  warmth  and  vigour  over  all  parts  of  the 
*  Z  4  earth. 
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earth.  He  therefore  took  with  him  a  fplendkl 
court,  and  a  confiderable  force,  and  entered 
the  province  of  Gaul,  where  he  nunfib^rcd 
all  the  inhabitants.  From  Gaul  he  wcm  iiil0 
Germany,  from  thence  to  Holland,  and  thea 
jSaflTcd  over  into  Britain.  There  reforming 
many  abufes,  and  reconciling  the  natives  m 
the  Romans ;  for  the  better  fecurity  of  lAt 
fouthem  parts  of  the  kingdom,  he  built  a  ihA 
of  wood  and  earth,  extending  from  the  riftf 
Eden  in  Cumberland,  to  the  Tyne  in  NottlitaliL 
bcrland,  to  prtvcnt  the  incurfions  of  the  ViBa^ 
and  the  other  barbarous  nations  to  the  aoA 
From  Britain,  returning  through  Gaul,  ht  4^ 
refted  his  journey  to  Spain,  %«^here  he  iM 
received  with  great  joy,  as  beihg  a  native  of 
that  country.  There,  wintering  in  the  city  of 
Tarragona,  he  calkd  a  rfiteting  of  the  defHidei 
from  all  the  provinces,  and  ordained  mHif 
things  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  Hq>- 
pening,  while  he  was  in  Spain,  to  walk  ill  Us 
garden,  one  of  the  fervants  of  the  hoofe 
ran  furioufly  at  him,  with  a  drawn  fwoit^ 
to  kill  him ;  but  the  emperor  warding  off  the 
blow,  and  clofing  with  him,  quickly  di&nh*- 
ed  him  ;  then  delivering  him  to  his  gt»rdi» 
he  ordered  that  he  might  have  a  phyficiao  to 
bleed  him  \  confidering  the  poor  creatiut 
(which,  in  fa6V  he  was)  as  a  madman.  Frook 
Spain,  returning  to  Rome,  he  continued  thert 

for 
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ft  fome  dmc,  in  or4tr  to  prepare  for  hir 
lumcy  into  the  eaft,  which  was-  haftened  by  a 
ew  invafion  of  the  Parduans;  His  approach 
ampdling  the  enemy  to  peac^,  he  purftied  faia 
wrels  without  mokftSnion.  Arriving  ih  Afia 
likior^  he  turned  out  of  his  wfeiy  to  vifit  die 
unoos^city  of  Athens.  There  making  a- Confi- 
cteble  flay,  he  was  initiated  into  the  Eleufinian 
lyflibries,  which  were  accounted  the  moft  fa* 
red  in  the  pagan  mythology)  and  took  upon 
Ijor  die  office  of  archon,  or  chief  magiftrate  oC 
lephoc.  In  this  place alTo,  he  remitted  the 
rmatf  of  the  CIttiftiaa  perfecudon,  at  the 
qftarcfenuition  of  Grturianus,  the  pro-confiil  of 
kfia^  who  repreremed  the  people  of  that  per* 
ttficm  as  lio  way  culpable.  He  was  even  (o 
■r  tteonctkd  to  thmt^  as  to  think  of  receiving 
thrift  among  the  number  of  the  Gods.  After 
^Mmkr's  continuance  ac  Athens,  he  went  over 
ow  Sicily;  and  vifited  ^cna,  and  the  other 
nriofides  df  the  place.  Returning,  from  thence 
Hco  more  to  Hoifie,  after  a  fliort  ftay^  he  pre-^ 
tatd  Ihips^  and  cmffiKi  over  into  Afirica.  There 
Ee  fpent  much  time  in  reguladng  abufes,  and 
Bfcrmtng  die  government)  in  deciding  con^- 
M(¥er&cBj  and  ereAihg  magnificent  buildings, 
^mong  the  r^ft,  he  ofdered  Caithagt  to  be 
ebiiih;  cattifiiig  it,  after  hia  own  name,  Adri» 
uopte.  Again  rctuming  to  Rome,  where  he 
hatred  but  a^  l«ry  titde  dme»  he  travelled  a 

fecond 
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fecond  time  into  Greece;  pafTed  over  into  Ala 
Minor;  from  thence  went  into  Syria,  gave  l^vs 
and  inftruAions  to  all  the  neighbouring  kiogm 
whom  he  invited  to  come  and  confuk  wkh 
him;  he  then  entered  Paleftine,  Arabia,  and 
Egypt,  where  he  caulied  Pompey*s  tomb,  tbac 
had  been  long  neglefted,  and  almoft  coveitd 
with  fand,  to  be  renewed  and  beautified.  He 
alio  gave  orders  for  the  rebuilding  of  Jem- 
faleni;  which  was  performed  with  great  expe- 
dition, by  the  afliftance  of  the  Jews,  who  vim 
began  to  conceive  hopes  of  being,  reftored  ID 
their  long  loft  kingdom.  But  thefe  expedacms 
only  ferved  to  aggravate  their  c^amides ;  ftr 
being  inccnfcd  at  the  privileges  which  neic 
granted  the  pagan  worlhippers  in  their  new 
city,  they  fell  upon  the  Romans  and  Chriftiaos 
that  were  difperfed  throughout  Judea,  and  un- 
mercifully put  them  all  to  the  fword.  In  this 
cruel  and  defperate  undeftaking  they  were 
cliiefly  incited  by  one  Barcocab,  an  impoftor; 
who,  willing  to  be  thought  the  Mefliah,  or, 
perhaps,  believing  himfelf  to  be  fo,  declared^ 
that  he  himfelf  was  the  (Ur  foretold  by  Balaam; 
and  that  he  was  come  down  as  a  light  from 
Heaven  to  refcue  them  from  bondage.  Adrian 
was  at  Athens  when  this  dangerous  infurreftioQ 
began;  wherefore,  fending  a  powerful  body 
of  men,  under  the  command  of  Julius  Sevenis» 
againil  them,  this  general  obtained  many  fignal, 

though 
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though  bloody  viftorics,  over  the  infurgents: 
The  war  was  concluded  in  two  years,  by  the 
demolition  of  above  a  thoufand  of  their  belt 
towns;  and  the deftruftion  of  near  fix  hundred 
thoufand  men  in  battle. 
*  He  then  banifhed  all  thofe  who  remained,  out 
of  Judea ;  and,  by  a  public  decree,  forbade  any 
to  come  within  view  of  their  native  foil.  This 
infurreftion  was  foon  after  followed  by  a  dan- 
gerous irruption  of  the  barbarous  nations  to 
the  northward  of  the  empire;  who  entering 
Media  with  great  fury,  and  pafllng  through 
Annenia,  carried  their  devaftations  as  far  as 
Cappadocia.  Adrian  preferring  peace,  upon 
any  terms,  to  an  unprofitable  war,  bought  them 
off  by  large  fums  of  money ;  fo  that  they  re- 
turned peaceably  into  their  native  wilds,  to  en- 
joy their  plbnder,  and  meditate  frelh  invafions, 

Adrian  having  now  fpent  thirteen  years  in 
travelling  through  his  dominions,  and  reform- 
ing the  abufcs  of  the  empire,  refolved,  at 
length,  to  return  and  end  all  his  fatigues  at 
Rome.  Nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to 
the  people  than  his  prefent  refolution  of  coming 
to  refide,  for  the  reft  of  his  days,  among 
them :  they  received  him  with  the  loudeft  dc- 
monftrations  of  joy  5  and,  though  he  now  be- 
gan to  grow  old  and  unweildy,  he  remitted 
not  the  lead  of  his  former  afliduity  and  appli- 
cation to  the  public  welfare.   His  chief  amuie- 

ment 
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nent  was  in  converfing  with  tbcmoft  cdcbnttd 
men  in  every  arc  and  fcience,  frequently  boaft- 
ing,  that  he  thought  no  kind  of  knowledge  in* 
confiderable,  or  to  be  negleded,  either  in  lui- 
private  or  public  capacity.      This  delire  of 
kjiowing  was  laudable)  if  kept  within  bouodit 
but  he  feemed  to'  afieft  univerfal  exceUencci 
and  even  envied  all,  who  afpired  at  an  ap4 
reputation  in  any  of  the  aru  with  hinoielf.    It 
isfaid)  that  he  ordered  ApoUodorus,  the  ir« 
chited^  to  be  put  to  death,  only  for  toofredf 
remarking  upon  the  errors  of  fome  ftruftm 
efe6ted  from  the  emperor^s  defigns.    But  be 
this  as  it  may,  he  took  great  delight  in  dic- 
ing among  the  learned  men,,  and  the  philofi)- 
phers  who  attended  him ;  nor  were  they  k& 
careful   in  granting  him,   that  fuperiority.  he 
feemed  (o  eagerly  to  aifeA.    Favor^ous,  a  maa 
of  great  reputation  at  court  for  philofophf, 
happening  one  day  to  difpute  with  him  upoa 
lome  philofophical  fubjed,  acknowledged  him* 
felf  to  be  overcome:    His  friends  blamed  Urn 
for  thus  giving  up  the  argument,  when  be 
might  eafily    have   purfued  it  with:  fucce& 
**  How,"  replied  Favorinus,  who  was  piob^ 
bly  a  better  courtier  than  philofopher,  ^^  wouU 
^'  you  have  me  contend  with  a  man,  who  is 
"  maftcr  of  thirty  legions?"  Adrian  was  fo 
fond  of  literary  fame,    that  we  are  told,  he 
wrote  his  own  life,  and  afterwards  gave  it  to 

bis 
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his  fervants  to  publifh  under  their  names.    But 

irhatcvcr   might  have  been  his  weaknefs   in 

aiming  at  univerfal  reputation,  "he  was  in  m> 

jMut  of  his  reign  remils,  in  attending  the  duties 

cf  his  exited  ftation.    He  ordered  the  k  nights 

mid  fenotors  never  to  appear  in  public,  but  in 

"Ac  proper  habits  of  their  orders.     He  forbade 

nuAers  to  kilt  their  flaves,  -as  had  been  before 

allowed;  but  ordained  that  they  fhould  be  tried 

by  the  laws  enafted  againft  capital  ofiences.  A 

Jaw  fo  juft,  had  he  done  nothing  more,  de- 

ferved   to  have  enfured  his  reputation  with 

pofterity^  and  to  have  made  him  dear  to  man* 

kbd.     He  ftill  further  extended  the  lenity  of 

'the  laws  to  thofe  unhappy  men,  who  had  been 

long  thought  too  mean  for  juftice.   If  a  mafter 

was  found  killed  in  his  houfe,  he  would  not 

allow  all  his  flaves  to  be  put  to  the  torture^  as 

formerly,  but  only  fuch  as  might  have  perceived 

or  prevented  the  murder. 

In  fuch  cares  he  confumed  the  gfcateft  part 
of  his  time ;  but,  at  lad^  finding  the  duties 
•f  his  ftation  daily  encreafmg,  and  his  own 
ftrength  proportbnally  upon  the  decline,  be 
refolved  upon  adopting  a  fucceffor,  whofe  me- 
rits might  deferve,  and  whofe  courage  iccure, 
lus  exaltation.  After  many  deliberations,  he 
made  choice  of  Lucius  Commodus,  whofe  bo^ 
dily  infirmities  rendered  him  unfit  for  a  truft 
.•f  fuch  importance^    Of  ihis^  after  fome  time^ 

Adrian 
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Adrian  feemed  fenfible,  declaring,  th^theie^ 
pented  of  having  chofen  fo  feeble  a  fucafloTi 
and  laying.  That  he  had  leaned  againft  a  moul- 
dering waJL    However,  Commodus  fooo  after 
dying,  the  emperor  immediately  adc^ted  Mir- 
cus  Antoninus,  afterwards  furnamed  the  Pioois 
but  previoufly  obliged  him  to  adopt  twodd«fc 
namely,  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  Lucius  Vcrasj 
all  of  whom  afterwards  fucceeded  in  the  cmpK. 
While  he  was  thus  careful  in  appoindogi 
fucceffor,  his  bodily  infirmities  daily  encrcaicd; 
and,  at  length,  his  pains  becoming  inluppol^ 
able,  he  vehemently  defired  that  fome  of  htf 
attendants  would  difpatch  him.      AntoninoSi 
however,  would  by  no  means  permit  any  of  his 
domefiics  to  be  guilty  of  fo  great  an  impiety, 
but  ufcd  ail  the  arts  in  his  power  to  reconcile 
the  emperor  to  fuftain  life.     At  one  time  he 
produced  a  woman,  who  pretended  that  fhe  was 
warned  in  a  dream,  that  he  Ihould  recover  his 
health  •,  at  another,  a  man  was  brought  from 
Pannonia,  who  gave  him  the  fame  afruraricet 
Neverthclcfs,    Adrian's  pains  iricreafcd  every 
day.  He  frequently  cried  out,  "  How  miferabk 
a  thing  it  is  to  feck  death,  and  not  to  find  it!" 
1  le  engaged  one  Maftor,  pstnly  by  threats,  and 
j)artly  by  entreaties,  to  promife  to  difpatch  him; 
but  Maftor,  inftcad  of  obeying,  confultcd  his 
t)wn  lafcty  by  flight ;  fo  that,  he  who  was  mat  ■ 
icr  of  the  lives  of  millions,  was   not  able  to 

lilfpOK 
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pofe  of  his  own.  In  this  deplorable  exi-^ 
ICC,  he  refolvcd  on  going  to  Bais,  where 
J  tortures  of  his  difeafes  cncrcafing,  they  af- 
Icd  his  undcrftanding,  fo  that  he  gave  orders 
It  fcvcral  perfoiis  fhould  be  put  to  death; 
ich  Antoninus,  according  to  his  ufual  wif- 
tn,  never  meant  to*  obey.  Continuing,  for 
tic  time,  in  thefe  excruciating  circumftances, 
J  emperor  was  at  laft  refolvcd  to  obfervc  no 
^men,  often  faying.  That  kings  died  merely 
the  multitude  of  their  phyficians.  This  con- 
ft  fcrvCd  to  h^ften  thit  death  He  ftemed  fo 
lently  to  defire ;  and  it  was  probably  joy  upon 
approach  which  diftated  the  celebrated 
nzas  which  are  fo  well  known,  in  repeatiF>g 
lich  he  expired  *. 

*  Animula  vagula  blandala, 
Hofpes  comefque  corporis  i 
Qa2  nunc  abibis  in  Idea, 
Pallidnla  rigida  nudala 
Nee  ut  foles  dabis  jocoi. 

Thas  tranilated  by  Mr.  F^ope. 
Oh  fleeting  fpirit,  wandering  fire. 

That  long  haft  warm'd  my  tender  bread; 
Wilt  thou  no  more  my  frame  infpire  ? 

No  more  a  pleafing  chearful  gueft  ? 
Whither,  ah !  whither  art  thou  flying. 

To  what  dark,  undifcovered  fhore  ? 
Thou  feem'fl  all  trembling,  fliivering,  d^Ing, 

And  wix  and  humour  are  no  more. 

In 
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Jnthis  manner  died  Adrian*  inithe.fixtj- 
.iccood  year  pf  bis. i^e,  after ajpcoipccoiufcjgii 
.of  D¥cnty-one  years,  and, eleven  months.  Jjii$ 
^private,  chacatfker  feems.  to  be  a  iply tijTc  of  .^r- 
.tues  and  vic^  ^  i>uc  as  la  prince,  perl^p^  Doqe 

ofhis  predecefibrs  fliewed  more  wifiJoiDt  f)t 
.iuch  kudable^affiduity.    He  jvasUie  firltcm- 

peror  who  redxiced  the  laws  of  the  empire  ioitf 
.one, ftandiog  code.  Government  rea^vcd  the 
.  greateft  ftahility  from  his  QQuncils,  and  a  cnui- 

quility:  more  laftwg  than  coqld  be  cxpqftol^wi 
.fiich  fierce.  neight)ours.  abroidt  and  fmch  a  if> 
rgenecate  race  of  citizens  at  honae. 

CHAP.      xvir. 

Antoninus  Pius,  the  Sixteenth, Euritoa  of 

tT.C.891.     X   Itus  Antoninus,     yihom    Adrian  had 

A.D.t$6.   appointed  as  his   fucceflbr,    was  bom  b  the 

city  of  Nifmes,  in  Gaul.  His  father  .was  a  noUe- 

man  of  an  ancient  family,  that  had  enjoyed 

0'  1 P^'        ^he  highcft  honours  of  the  ftatc.  At  the  time  of 

his  fucceeding  to  the  throne,  he  was  above  fifty 

years  old,  and  bad  pafled  through  maqy  of  die 

moft  important  offices  of  the;  ftatc  with  great 

integrity  and  application.  His  virtues  in  private 

1  lifci 
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life,  were  no  way  impaired  by  exaltation,  as 
he  (hewed  himfclf  one  of  the  moft  excellent 
princes  for  juftice,  clemency  and  moderation. 
His  morals  were  fo  pure,  that  he  was  ufually 
GOfnpared  to  Numa,   and  was  furnamcd  the 
Pious,  both  for  his  tendernefs  to  his  predeceffor 
Adrian,  when  dymg,  and  his  particular  attach- 
ment to  the  religion  of  his  country. 
-    In  ^he  beginning  of  his  reign,    he  made 
it  his  particular  ftudy,   to  promote  only  the 
moft  defcrving  to  employments;    he  mode- 
rated many  impoft^  and  tributes,   and  com- 
manded that  all  fhould  be  levied  without  par- 
tiality or  opprefllon.     His  liberalicy  was  fuch, 
that  he  even  parted  with  all  his  own  private 
fortune,   in  relieving  the  diftrefles  of  the  ne-» 
ceffitous.     Againft  which,  when  Fauftin.i,  the 
cmprefs,  feemed  to  remonftrate,  he  reprehend- 
ed her  folly,  alledging.   That  as  foon  as  he 
was  poffeflcd  of  the  empire,  he  quitted  all  pri- 
vate intefefts  ;  and  having  nothing  of  his  own, 
ill  properly  belonged  to  the  public.     He  adlcd 
differently  from  his  predeceffors  with  regard  to 
travelling,    and   feldom    left   Rome,    faying. 
That  he  was  unwilling  to  burden  his  fubjeits 
with  oftcntations  and  unneceffary  expences.  By 
this  frugal  ccncluft,  he  was  the  better  enabled 
to  fupprefs  aii  liie  rnfurreftions  that  happened 
during  his  reign,  either  in  Britain,  in  Dacia, 
Or  in  Germany.     Thus  he  was  at  once  reve- 

Voir,  II.  A  a  rencei 
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rcnced  and  loved  by  mankind,  being  accounted 
rather  a  patron,  and  father  of  his  fubjeds, 
than  a  mader  and  connmander.  Ambaflador) 
were  fent  to  him  from  the  remoteft  parts  of 
Hyrcania,  Badlria  and  India,  all  ofFcring  him 
their  alliance  and  friendlhip ;  fome  defiring  him 
to  appoint  them  a  king,  whom  they  tempi 
proud  to  obey.  He  fliewed  not  lefs  paternal 
care  towards  the  opprefied  Chriftians;  in  ^h^ 
favour  he  declared.  That  if  any  Ihould  pt> 
ceed  to  difturb  them,  merely  upon  the  accpooc 
of  their  religion,  that  fuch  (hould  undergo  tbc 
fame  punilhment,  which  was  intended  againft 
the  accufed. 

This  clemency  was  attended  with  no  kis 
aflTability  and  freedom ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  was  upon  his  guard,  that  his  indulgence  to 
his  friends,  (hould  not  tempt  them  into  info- 
lence  or  opprefiion.  He,  therefore,  took  care, 
that  his  courtiers  Ihould  not  fell  their  favoun, 
nor  take  any  gratuity  from  their  fuitors.  In  the 
time  of  a  great  famine  in  Rome,  he  provided  for 
the  wants  of  the  people,  and  maintained  vaft 
numbers  wiih  bread  and  wine  all  the  time  of  its 
continuance.  When  any-  of  his  fubjcdb  ai- 
temptw'd  to  inflame  him  with  a  padion  for  mili- 
tary glory,  he  would  anfvver.  That  he  more 
dcfired  the  prcfervation  of  one  fubjeift,  thaa 
ri\c  dedrudion  of  a  thoufand  enemies. 

He 
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:  was  an  eminent  rcwardcr  of  learned  men, 
om  he  gave  large  penfions  and  great  ho- 
>  drawing  them  from  all  parts  of  the 
.  Among  the  reft,  he  fent  for  Apollo- 
the  famous  ftoic  philofopher,  to  inftruft  . 
lopted  Ton,  Marcus  Aurelius,  whom  he 
revioufly  married  to  his  daughter.  Apol- 

being  arrived  at  Rome,  the  emperor  de- 
his  attendance ;  but  the  other  arrogantly 
red.  That  it  was  the  fcholar's  duty  to  wait 
the  matter,  and  not  the  mafter*s  upon  the 
r.  To  this  reply,  Antoninus  only  returned 
I  fmile.  That  it  was  furprijing  bow  Apolr 

who  made  ho  dificulty  of  coming  from  Gfeece 
ne^  Jbouid  think  it  fo  bard  to  walk  from  one 
f  Rome  to  another  5  and  immediately  fenc 
US  Aurelius  to  him.  While  the  good  em- 
was  thus  employed,  in  making  mankind 
\  in  diredking  their  condu6t  by  his  own 
pie,  or  reproving  their  follies  with  the 
efs  of  rebuke,  he  was  feized  with  a  vio- 
:ver  at  Lorium,  a  pleafure-houfe  at  fomc 
cc  from  Rome;  where,  finding  him- 
rnfibly  decaying,  he  ordered  his  friends 
irincipal  officers  to  attend  him.  In  their 
ice,  he  confirmed  the  adoption  of  Marcus 
ius,  without  once  naming  Lucius  Verus, 
lad  been  joined  by  Adrian  with  him  in  the 
Hon ;  then  commanding  the  golden  ftatue 
rtune,  which  was  always  ia  the  chamber 
Aa  2  flf 
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of  the  emperors,  to  be  removed  to  that  of  Iiis 
fucceffor,  he  expired,  in  the  feventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  after  a  profperous  reign  of  twenty- 
two  years,  and  almoft  eight  months. 


CHAP.         XVIII. 

Marcus  Aurelius,  otherwire  called  Antovi* 
Kus  the  Philosopher,  the  Seventeenth  £ic« 
PEROR  of  Rome. 

U.C.9T4.  A  HE  death  of  Antoninc  was  univerlaDy 
A.D.161.  lamented  throughout  the  empire,  and  his  fii- 
neral  oration,  pronounced,  as  ufual,  by  his 
adopted  fon,  Marcus  Aurelius ;  who,  though 
left  fole  fucceflbr  to  the  throne,  took  Lucius 
Verus  as  his  aflbciate  and  equal,  in  govern- 
ing the  ftate.  Thus  Rome  for  the  firft  time, 
faw  itfelf  governed  by  two  fovereigns,  of 
equal  power,  but  of  very  different  merit  and 
prccenfions.  Aurelius  was  the  fon  of  Annios 
Verus,  of  an  anticnt  and  ilhiftrious  family, 
which  claimed  its  original  from  Numa.  Lucius 
Verus  was  the  fon  of  Commodus,  who  had 
been  adopted  by  Adrian,  but  died  before  he 
fucceeded  to  the  throne.  Aurelius  was  as  re* 
markable  for  his  virtues  and  accompli(hments» 
as  his  partner  in  the  empire  was,  for  his  ungo- 
vernable paflions  and  debauched  morals.    The 

one 
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one  was  an  example  of  the  greateft  goodncfs  and 
wifdom;  the  other,  of  ignorance,  floth,  and 
extravagance. 

The  two  emperors  had  been  fcarce  fettled  on 
the  throne,  when  the  empire  fcemed  attacked 
on  every  fide,  from  the  barbarous  nations  by 
Rfhich  it  was  furrounded.  The  Catti  invaded 
Germany  and  Rhaetia,  ravaging  all  with  fire 
and  fword  ;  but  were,  after  fome  time,  repelled 
l>y  Viftorinus.  The  Britains  likewifc  revolted, 
but  were  repreffed  by  Califurnius.  But  the 
Parthians,  under  their  king  Vologefus,  made 
»n  irruption  ftill  more  dreadful  than  either  of 
the  former ;  dcftroying  the  Roman  legions  in 
Armenia;  then  entering  Syria,  and.  driving 
rat  the  Roman  governor,  and  filling  the  whole 
country  with  terror  and  confufion.  In  order  to 
ftop  the  progrefs  of  this  barbarous  irruption, 
Vcrus  himfelf  went  in  pcrfon,  being  accom- 
panied by  Aurelius  part  of  the  way,  who  did 
lU  in  his  power,  both  by  giving  him  advice 
lod  proper  attendants,  to  corrcdt  or  reft  rain  hi^ 
rices. 

However,  thefe  precautions  were  fniitlefs  ; 
Vcrus  foon  grew  weary  of  all  reftraint :  he 
Kgleded  every  admonition;  and,  thoughtlefs  of 
:lic  urgency  of  his  expedition,  plunged  himfelf 
[nco  every  kind  of  debauchery.  Thefe  excefles 
[wrought  on  a  violent  fever  on  his  journey, 
yhich  his  conllitution  was  fuflicicntly  llrong  tq 
A  a  3  get  . 
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get  over  -,  but  nothing  could  correft  his  vici- 
ous inclinations.  Upon  his  entering  Antioch, 
he  rcfolvcd  to  give  an  indulgence  to  every 
appetite,  without  attending  to  the  fatigues  of 
war.  I'here,  in  one  of  its  fuburbs,  which  wif 
called  Daphne  -,  which,  from  the  fwectncfs  of 
the  air,  the  beauty  of  its  groves,  the  richnefiof 
its  gardens,  and  the  frefhnefs  of  its  fountains, 
feemcd  formed  for  pleafure,  he  rioted  in  cx- 
ceffes  unknown,even  to  the  voluptuous  Greeks; 
leaving  all  the  glory  of  the  field- to  his  lieute- 
nants, who  were  fcnt  to  reprefs  the  enemy. 
Thefe,  however,  fought  with  great  fucceis;  Soh 
tius  Prifcus  took  Artazata  j  Martius  put  Vob- 
gefus  to  flight,  took  Seleucia,  plundered  and 
burnt  Babylon  and  Ctefiphon,  and  demotifhed 
the  magnificent  palace  of  the  kings  of  Parthia. 
In  a  courfe  of  four  years,  during  which  the 
war  continued,  the  Romans  entered  far  into  the 
Parthian  country,  and  entirely  fubdued  it ;  but 
upon  their  return,  their  army  was  wafted  to  le6 
than  half  its  former  number  by  pcftilencc  and 
famine.  However,  this  was  no  impediment  to 
the  vanity  of  Verus,  who  refolved  to  enjoy  Ae 
lionours  of  a  triumph,fo  hardly  earned  byothen. 
Wherefore,  having  appointed  a  king  ever  die 
Armenians,  and  finding  the  Parthians  entiidy 
fubdued,  he  aflTumed  the  titles  of  Armenicus  and 
Parthicus  j  and  then  returned  to  Rome,  to  par- 
take of  a  triumph  with  Aurelius,  which  was 

accor4- 
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iccordingly  folemnizcd  with  great  pomp  and 
(plendor. 

During  the  courfc  of  this  expedition,  which 
continued  for  fome  years,  Aurelius  was  fedu- 
loufly  intent  upon  diftributing  juftice  and  hap- 
pinefs  to  his  fubjefts  at  home.     He  firft  applied 
himfelf  to  the  regulation  of  public  affairs,  and 
to  the  corrc6Ung  fuch  faults  as  he  found  in  the 
laws  and  policy  of  the  ftate.    In  this  endeavour, 
he  (hewed  a  Angular  refpedt  for  the  fenate,  often 
permitting  them  to  determine  without  appeal ; 
lb  chat  the  commonwealth  feemed  in  a  manner 
once  more  revived  under  his  equitable  admini- 
ftration.  Befides,  fuch  was  his  application  to  bu- 
finels,  that  he  often  employed  ten  days  together 
upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  maturely  confidering  it 
on  all  fides,  and  feldom  departing  from  the  fenate 
hbufe  till,  night  coming  on,  the  aiTembly  was 
dilfniflcd  by  the  conful.  But  while  thus  glorioufly 
occupied,  he.was  daily  mortified  with  accounts 
of  the  enormities  of  his  colleague ;  being  repeat- 
edly aflured  of  his  vanity,  lewdnefs  and  extrava- 
gance. However,  feigning  faimfelf  ignorant  of 
thefe  excefles,  he  judged  marriage  to  be  the  beft 
method  of  reclaiming  him ;  and  therefore  fent 
him  his  daughter  Lucilla,  a  woman  of  great 
beauty,  whom  Verus  married  at  Antioch.  But 
even  this  was  found  ineffedual :  Lucilla  proved 
of  a  difpofition  very  unlike  her  father ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  correfting  her  hu(band's  extravagancies, 
A  a  4  only 
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ctAj  coRtributcd  to  infiaaie  them.  Yec  Aur&o 
lius  (till  hoped,  that,  upon  the  return  of  Venn 
to  Rome,  bis  prefence  would  keep  him  in  awe^ 
and  that  happinefs  would,  at  length,  be  le^ 
ftorcd  to  the  ftatc.  But  in  this  alfo  he  was  dif« 
appointed.  His  return  only  feemed  fatal  to  the 
empire ;  for  his  army  carried  back  the  plague 
from  PartHia,  and  diflfeminated  the  infedioQ 
into  all  the  provinces  through  which  it  pafied. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  miferable  date  of  the 
empire  ihortly  after  the  return  of  Verus.  In  this 
horrid  picture  was  reprefented  an  emperor,  nth' 
awed  by  example,  or  the  calamities  furroundiog 
him,  giving  way  to  unheard-of  debaucheries.  A 
raging  pcftilcnce  fpreading  terror  and  defolatioQ 
through  all  parts  of  the  wcflern  world ;  earth* 
quakes,  famines,  and  inundations,  fuch  as  had 
never  before  happened ;  the  produfts  of  the 
ear:h,  throughout  all  Italy,  devoured  by  lo- 
cuftsj  all  the  barbarous  nations  furrounding 
the  empire,  the  Germans,  the  Sarmatians,  the 
Quadiand  Marcomanni,  taking  advantage  of  its 
various  calamities,  and  making  their  irruptions 
even  into  Italy  itfelf.  The  priefts  doing  all  they 
could  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  mifcries  of  the  ftatet 
by  attempting  to  appeafe  the  gods ;  vowbg 
and  ofi'cring  numbcrlefs  facrificcs ;  celebrating 
qll  the  facred  rites  that  had  ever  been  known  in 
Rome;  and  exhibiting  the  folemnity  called 
Licliilcrrnia,  ftven  days  together.     To  crown 

the 
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the  whole,  thefe  enthufiafts,  not  fatisficd  with 
the  impending  calamities,  making  new,  by 
afcribing  the  diftrclTes  of  the  ftate,  to  the  im- 
pitties  of  the  Chiiftlans  alone  ;  fo  that  a  vio« 
lent  perfecution  was  leen  reigning  in  all  parts 
of  the  empire;  in  which  Juftin  Martyr,  St. 
Polycarp,  bifhop  of  Smyrna,  and  an  infinite 
aomber  of  others,  fufFered  martyrdom. 

In  this  fcene  of  univerfal  tumult,  defolation 
and  diftrefs,  there  was  nothing  left  but  the  vir-^ 
tucs  and  the  wifdom  of  one  man  alone  to  re- 
llore  tranquility,  and  bring  back  happinefs  to 
the  empire.  Aurelius  began  his  endeavours  by 
inarching  againft  the  Marcomanni  and  Quadi* 
taking  Verus  with  him,  who  relundantly  left 
the  fenfual  delights  of  Rome  for  the  fatigues  of 
a  camp.  They  came  up  with  the  Marcomanni 
Bear  the  city  of  Aquileia,  and,'  after  a  furious 
engagement,  routed  their  whole  army :  then 
purfuing  them  acrofs  the  Alpes,  overcame  them 
in  fcveral  contefts,  and,  at  laft,  entirely  defeat- 
ing them,  returned  into  Italy  without  any  con- 
iiderable  lofs.  As  the  winter  was  far  advanced,  Y^  ?!!* 
Verus  was  determined  upon  going  from  Aqui- 
leia to  Rome,  in  which  journey  he  was  feized 
with  an  apoplexy  which  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
being  thirty-nine  years  old,  having  reigned  in 
conjunftion  with  Aurelius  nine.  Sufpicion, 
which  ever  attends  the  fate  of  princes,  did  not 
fail  to  afcribe  his  death  to  diiferent  cauies. 
2  Some 
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Some  fay  that  he  was  poifoncd  by  the  empitfi 
Fauftina,  fome  by  his  own  wife  LnciUa,  who 
was  jealous  of  him  for  the  paflion  he  bore  hb 
filler  Fabia  :  and  others  ftill  were  found  to  fijf 
that  Aurelius  had  a  hand  in  it ;  but  the  num- 
ber of  thefe  reports  ought  to  deftroy  the  cre- 
dibility of  any. 

Aurelius,  who  had  hitherto  left  the  fetigncs 
of  governing  not  only  an  empire,  but  an  em* 
.  peror,  being  now  left  to  himfelf,  began  to  aft 
with  greater  diligence,  and  more  vigour  dttd 
ever.  His  firlt  care  was  to  marry  his  daughter 
Lucilla  once  more  to  Claudius  Pompeianus,  a 
man  of  moderate  fortune  and  humble  ftatxxii 
but  eminent  for  his  honefty,  courage  and  wit 
dom.  He  then  left  Rome  to  finilh  the  w» 
againft  the  Marcomanni,  who,  joining  with  the 
Quadi,  the  Sarmatians,  the  Vandals  and  other 
barbarous  nations,  renewed  hoftilities,  with  un- 
ufual  rage  and  devaftation.  They  had  fome 
time  before  attacked  Vindex,  pradfed  of  the 
praetorian  bands,  and  in  a  general  battle  near 
the  Danube,  deftroyed  no  lefs  than  twenty 
thoufand  of  his  men.  They  even  purfued  the 
Romans  as  far  as  Aquileia,  and  would  have 
taken  the  city,  had  not  the  emperor  led  his 
troops  in  perfon  to  oppofe  them.  Aurelius  hav 
ing  repulfed  the  enemy,  continued  his  endea- 
vours to  reprefs  them  from  future  inroads.  He 
fpent  in  this  laborious  undertaking  no  lefs  than 

five 
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five  years,  harraffing  thefe  barbarous  nations, 
fupporting  the  moil  dreadful  fatigues,  and 
fupplying,  by  the  excels  of  his  courage,  the 
defeats  of  a  delicate  conftitution.  The  ftoic 
philofophy,  in  which  he  was  bred,  had  taught 
him  a  fimplicity  of  living,  which  ferved  as  an 
example  to  the  whole  army.  The  common 
foldier  could  not  murmur  at  any  hardlhips  he 
was  put  upon,  when  he  few  the  emperor  him- 
fclf  every  hour  undergoing  greater  aufterities 
with  chearful  refignation.  By  this  conduct, 
Aurelius  fo  wearied  out  the  enemy  with  re- 
peated attacks,  that  he  at  laft  conflrained  them 
to  accept  of  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  he  thought 
fit  to  impofe,  and  thus  returned  in  triumph  to 
Rome. 

Upon  the  emperor's  return  to  Rome,  he  be- 
gan his  ufual  endeavours  to  benefit  mankind 
by  a  farther  reformation  of  the  internal  policy 
of  the  ftate.  He  ordered  that  no  enquiry 
fhould  be  made  after  the  fortune  of  deceafed 
perfons  who  had  been  dead  five  years.  He 
moderated  the  public  expences,  and  leffened 
the  number  of  (hows  and  fports  which  were 
exhibited  on  the  amphitheatre.  He  particu- 
larly took  the  poor  under  his  proteftion  •,  he 
found  fuch  pleafure  in  relieving  their  wants, 
that  he  confidcred  his  ability  to  fupply  the  dic- 
tates of  his  companion,  as  one  of  the  ^eateft 
happinefies  of  his  life.  He  laboured  inceflantly 

to 
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to  reftrain  the  luxuries  of  the  great,  he  prohi- 
bited  the  ufe  of  chariots  and  litters  tcperfont 
of  inferior  ftation,  and  endeavoured  hj  aU 
means  to  corre£l  the  lewdneis  and  diforden  of 
women. 

But  his  good  endeavours  were  foon  inter* 
rupted  by  a  renewal  of  the  former  wars.  The 
barbarians  no  fooner  pereeived  his  army  with* 
drawn,  than  they  took  up  arms  once  more,  and 
renewed  their  ravages  with  greater  fury  than  be- 
fore. They  had  now  drawn  over  to  their  fide 
all  the  nations  from  Illyricum,  to  the  fiirtheft 
parts  of  Gaul.  Aurelius,  therefore,  again  ftw 
himfelf  furrounded  with  difficulties  ;  his  army 
had  before  been  wafted  by  the  pl^uc,  and 
frequent  engagements,  and  his  treafures  entire^ 
ly  exhaufted.  In  order  to  remedy  thefc  incon- 
veniencics,  he  increafed  his  forces,  by  inlifting 
Aaves,  gladiators,  and  the  banditti  of  Dalmatia. 
To  raifc  money,  he  fold  all  the  moveables 
belonging  to  the  empire,  and  uU  the  rich  fur- 
niture which  had  been  depofited  in  the  cabinets 
of  Adrian.  This  falc,  which  continued  for 
two  months,  produced  (o  confiderablc  a  fum, 
;is  to  defray  all  the  .expcnces  of  the  war.  His 
next  effort  v/as  to  m;^rch  forward,  and  crofs  the 
Danube  by  a  bridge  of  boats.  He  then  attack- 
ed the  enemy,  gained  fevcral  advantages,  burnt 
their  houfes  and  magazines  of  corn,  and  re- 
ceived the  fubmiluons  of  fuch,  as  had  inconu- 

perately 
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eratcly  joined  in  the  invafion.     The  detail  of 
b  campaigns  is  but  confbfedly  related  by  hif- 
>rians ;  one  battle,  in  particular,  is  mentioned, 
'hich  might  have  proved  fatal,  had  not  feme 
loft  furprifing   accidents    mterpofed.      This 
ngagement  was  begun  by  the  enemy^is  (lingers 
crois  a  river,  which  induced  the  Romans  to 
tob  it,  and  make  a  great  flaughter  of  thofr,. 
flio  attempted  to  defend  its  banks  on  the  opL 
ofitc  fide.     The  enemy  judging  they  Ihould 
epurfucd,  retired,  having  previoufly  leftfome 
todies  of  archers,  covered  by  a  fquadron  of 
orfc,  to  ikirmilh  with  the  Romans,  as  if  they 
lefigned  to  flop  their  progrefs.     The  Romans, 
rith  inconfiderate  valour,  attacking  this  forlorn 
lOpe,  purfued  them  among  a  chain  of  barren 
Dountains ;  where  they  found  themfelves  unex- 
le&edly  blocked  up  on  every  fide.     However, 
hey  i^ntinued  fighting,  notwithftanding  the 
lifiulvantage  of  the  place ;  but  the  enemy,  pru- 
lently  declined  engaging,  not  willing  to  leave 
hat  vidory  to  chance,  which  they  expefted 
Tom  delay.     At  length,  the  exceflive  heat  of 
he  inclofed  fituation,  the  fatigues  of  long  em- 
ployment, together  with  a  violent  thirft,  totally 
lifheartened  the  Roman  legions.     They  now 
Ibund,  that  they  could  neither  fight  nor  retreat ; 
ind  that  they  muft  run  upon  certain  danger, 
>r  become  a  prey  to  their  barbarous  enemies. 
In  this  deplorable  exigence,  while  forrow  and 
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dcipair  were  their  only  companions.  Aurelius 
ran  through  their  ranks,  and  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  re-kindle  their  hopes  and  cbeir 
courage.  Nothing  was  beard  but  groans  and 
lamentations:  nothing  feen  but  marks  of  tcr* 
ror  and  defolation.  At  this  dreadful  jundure^ 
and  jufl:  as  the  barbarians  were  ready  to  fill 
upon  them,  we  are  affured,  by  fomc 
that  the  folemn  prayers  of  a  Chriftian 
vrhich  was  among  them,  produced  fuch  a  6B 
of  rain,  as  inilantly  refrefhed  the  fainting  waasg. 
The  ipldiers  were  feen  holding  their  moudii 
and  their  helmets  up  to  Heaven,  and  rcceiviiig 
the  fhowers  which  came  fo  wonderfully  to  their 
relief.  The  fame  clouds  alfo  which  ferved  6r 
their  refcue,  at  the  fame  time  difcharged  ibch 
a  terrible  ilorm  of  hail,  accompanied  widi 
thunder,  againil  the  enemy,  as  aftonifhcd  and 
confounded  them.  By  this  unlooked  for  aid, 
the  Romans  recovering  ftrength  and  couragti 
once  more  turned  upon  their  purfucrs,  and  cu( 
them  in  pieces. 

Such  are  the  circumftances  of  an  engage^ 
.menr,  acknowledged  by  pagan,  as  well  a 
chriftian  writers,  only  with  this  difierence,  that 
the  latter  afcribe  the  vidlory  to  their  own,  the 
former  to  the  prayers  of  their  emperor.  How- 
ever this  be,  Aurelius  fcemed  fo  lenfible  of 
miraculous  afliftance,  that  he  immediately  re- 
laxed the  perfecution  againil  the  Chriltians, 
I  aiiv) 
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^rotc  to  the  fcnate  in  favour  of  their  reli- 
Notwithftanding  this  viftory,  the  war 
nucd  for  fomc  months  longer ;  but  after 
^  violent' conflifts,  the  barbarians  fent  to 
}r  peace.  The  emperor  impofed  condi- 
upon  them,  more  or  lefs  fevere,  as  he 
1  them  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  revolt; 
;  adually  refolved  to  divide  their  terri- 
\  into  provinces,  and  fubjeft  them  to  the 
an  empire.  However,  a  frefh  rebellion 
d  him  to  the  defence  of  his  dominions  at 

iridius  CafTius  was  one  of  the  emperor's 
favourite  generals,  and  had  been  chiefly  in- 
lental  in  obtaining  the  Roman  fucceflcs  in 
lia.  His  principal  merit  feemed  to  confift  in 
d[torin^  the  old  difcipline,  and  in  pretend- 
.  violent  regard  for  the  commonwealth  in  its 
nt  form.  But,  in  fadt,  all  his  fecming  regard 
reedom,  was  only  to  fcize  upon  the  liberties 
is  country  for  his  own  aggrandifement. 
reforc,  finding  his  foldiers  (for  he  was  left 
an  army  in  the  Eaft)  willing  to  fupport  his 
mfions,  he  proclaimed  himfelf  emperor  in 
u  One  of  his  chief  artifices  to  procure  po- 
rity  was,  his  giving  out,  that  he  was  defcend- 
om  the  famous  Cafllus,  who  had  confpired 
ift  Csefar ;  and,  like  him,  he  pretended,  that 
lims  were  for  the  re-eftabliihmcnt  of  the 
monwealth  of  Rome.   He  alio  caufcd  it  to 

be 
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be  rumoured,  that  Aurelius  was  dead,  sCnd  he 
affcfted  to  fhew  the  greateft  rcfpcdt  for  Ids 
memory.  By  thefe  pretences,  he  united  i 
large  body  of  men  under  his  Command,  and, 
in  a  Ihort  time,  brought  all  the  countries  fiom 
Syria  to  mount  Tat^rus,  under  his  lubjeftiQii. 
Thefe  profperous  beginnings  fervcd  to  incrofe 
the  emperor's  adivity,  but  not  his  appraboh 
fions.  He  prepared  to  oppofe  him  without  af 
marks  of  unealinefs  for  the  event ;  telling  hb 
foldiers.  That  he  could  freely  yield  up  hiseoK 
pire  to  Avidius,  if  it  fhould  be  judged  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good ;  for,  as  to  his  own  pv^ 
the  only  fruits  he  had  from  cxalutioii,wereiii* 
ccffant  labour  and  fatigue.  ••  I  am  ready," 
cried  he,  "  to  meet  Avidius  before  the  fenacei 
*<  and  before  you ;  and  to  yield  him  up  the  em- 
«*  pire,  without  the  efFufion  of  blood,  or  ftrik- 
^'  ing  a  blow,  if  it  Ihall  be  thought  good  for  the 
*'  people.  But  Avidius  will  never  fubmit  to 
^'  fuch  a  tribunal ;  he  who  has  been  feithlefs  t6 
*'  his  bcnefaftor,  can  never  rely  upon  any 
*'  man's  profeffions.  He  will  not  even,  in  cafe 
*'  of  being  worfted,  rely  upon  me.  And  yei, 
"  my  fellow  foldiers,  my  only  fear  is,  and  I 
"  fpcak  it  with  the  greatefl  lincerity,  left  he 
*^  (hould  put  an  end  to  his  own  life ;  or  kft 
*'  fomc,  thinking  to  do  me  a  fervicc,  fhould 
•*  haftcn  his  death.  The  greateft  hope  that  I 
*'  have,  is  to  prove,  that  I  can  pardon  the 

**  moft 
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tnoft  outrageous  ofiences ;  to  make  him  iiiy 
fricndy  even  in  fpite  of  his  reludance;  and 
to  Ihew  the  worlds  that  civil  wars  them* 
Eelves  can  come  to  an  happy  iflue.*'  In  the 
am  time,  Avidius,  who  weU  knew,  thlt  deC- 
rate  undertakings,  muft  have  a  ipeedy  execu- 
o,  endeavoured  to  draw  over  Greece  to  his 
ifiance  -,  but  the  love  which  all  mankind  bore 
t  good  emperor,  fruftrated  his  expeftations; 

was  unable  to  bring  over  a  fingle.ci^  to 
loufe  his  interefts.  This  repulfe  feemed  to 
m  the  fcale  of  his  former  fortunes.  His  offi- 
cs  and  foldiers  began  now  to  regard  him  with 
ntempt ;  fo  that  they,  at  laft,  (lew  him,  in  lels 
u  four  months  after  their  firft  revolt.  His 
ad  was  brought  to  the  emperor,  who  re- 
bred  it'  with  regret,  and  ordered  it  an  ho- 
iurable  interment.  The  reft  of  the  confpi- 
Dors  were  treated  with  great  lenity  *,  fome  few 

them  were  bani(hed,  but  recalled  foon  aften 
bis  clemency  was  admired  by  fbme,  and  con- 
mned  by  others ;  but  the  emperor  little  re- 
ided  the  murmurs  or  the  applaufe  of  the 
ultitude ;  guided  only  by  the  goodnefs  of  his 
rn  difpofition,  he  did  what,  to  him,  feemed 
{ht  I  content  and  happy  in  felf-approbation. 
hen  fome  took  the  liberty  of  blaming  his 
ndud,  telling  him.  That  Avidius  would 
vt  have  been  fo  generous,  had  he  been  con- 
leror;  the  emperor  replied  io  this  fublimc 
ioL,  II.  3  b  manner. 
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manner,  "  I  never  fcrvcd  the  gods  fo  ill,  0/ 
•'  reigned  fo  irregularly,    as  to  fear  Avidios 
**  could  ever  be  conqueror.** 

Though  Avidius  was  no  more,  ytt  Aurelhis 
was  fen&ble  that  he  had  ftttt  fome  friends  re- 
maining, whom  he  was  willing  to  win  over. 
He  therefore  took  a  journey  into  the  Eaft, 
where,  in  all  places,  he  at  once  charmed  them 
with  his  affability,  raifed  their  admiration  by 
his  clemency,  inftrufted  them  by  precept,  and 
improved  them  by  his  example.  The  better  10 
prevent  fuch  revolts  for  the  futurir,  he  ord^uned. 
That  as  Avidius  was  a  nauve  of  the  country  in 
which  he  rebelled,  no  perfon,  for  the  time  to 
come,  (hould  command  in  the  place  where  he 
was  born.  In  this  journey,  the  emprefs  Fan- 
ftina,  was  unexpeftedly  feized  with  a  violent 
diftempcr,  and  died.  She  was  a  woman,  whde 
wanton  life  gave  great  fcandal  to  the  dignity  of 
her  ftation;  however,  her  paflivc  hulband, 
cither  could  not,  or,  at  leaft,  affeded  not,  to  fee 
her  enormities,  but  willingly  admitted  the  ill- 
deferved  honours,  which  the  fenate  importo- 
nately  decreed  to  her  memory. 

In  his  way  to  Rome,  he  vifited  Athens, 
where  he  conferred  many  honours  on  the  inha* 
bitants,  and  eftabliflied  profeflbrs  in  all  the 
Icienccs,  with  munificent  falaries  for  their  eale. 
Upon  landing  in  Italy,  he  quitted  his  folcier's 
habit,  as  alfo  did  all  his  army;  and  made  his 

cntrj- 
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kntry  into  Rome  in  the  gown  which  was  worrt 
in  peace.  As  he  had  been  abfcnt  almoft  eight 
years,  he  diftributed  to  each  citizen  eight 
pieces  of  gold,  and  remitted  all  the  debts 
due  to  the  treafury  for  fixty  years  paft.  At  the 
lame  time  he  nominated  his  Ton  Commodus^ 
to  fucceed  him  in  the  empire,  and  made  him 
a  partner  in  his  triumphal  entry.  He  then  re« 
tired  for  fome  time  to  a  country-feat  into  the 
mrms  of  philofophy,  which  delighted  his  mind^ 
and  guided  hiis  condud  :  he  ufually  called  it 
his  mother,  in  oppofition  to  the  court,  which 
he  confidered  as  his  ftep- mother.  He  alfo  was 
frequently  heard  to  fay,  "  That  the  people 
*•*  were  happy  whofe  philofophers  were  kings^ 
**  or  whofe  kings  were  philofophers.**  He,  in 
fad,  was  one  of  the  tnoft  confiderable  men  then 
in  being ;  and  though  he  had  been  born  in  the 
meaneft  ftation,  his  merits^  as  a  writer,  would 
have  infured  him  immortality.  But  it  was  not. 
with  him  mere  fpeculation,  his  pradlice  was 
entirely  guided  by  the  principles  of  ftoicifm  j 
fo  that  his  tranquility  was  fuch,  that  he  was 
never  obfervcd  to  feel  any  emotion,  or  to  change 
countenance^  either  in  joy  or  in  forrow.  His  chief 
^nailers  were,  Appollonius  of  Chalcis;  and 
Sextus  Cheronenfis,  grandfon  to  the  famous 
Pluurch  -,  thefe  fhared  his  bounty,  as  likewife 
did  all  the  learned  men  of  his  time.  He  had 
Icstrned  the  arc  of  fo  blending  liberality  with 
B  b  2  the 
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the  mod  frugal  oeconomy,  that  he  feemed  tz* 
ther  the  equitable  guardian  of  another's  wealth, 
than  the  poflefTor  of  his  own.  He  was  fo  fen- 
fible,  that  few  tinderftood  the  art  of  giringi 
that  he  built  a  temple  to  the  goddefs  who  pi»* 
fided  over  benefits. 

In  this  manner,  havbg  rc!l:ored  profperitf 
to  his  fubje^,  and  peace  to  mankind,  he  ex* 
pedbed  in  the  decline  of  life,  to  reft  from  fu* 
ture  toil.  But  it  was  his  fortune  to  be  ever  cm* 
ployed.  News  was  brought  him,  that  tke 
Scythians,  and  barbarous  nations  of  the  Northi 
were  again  up  in  arms,  and  invading  the  empire 
with  furious  impetuofity.  He  now,  therefore, 
once  more  refolved,  to  expofe  his  aged  perfoft 
in  the  defence  of  his  country,  and  made  fpeedy 
preparations  to  oppofe  them.  He  went  to  the 
fenatc,  for  the  firft  time,  and  delircd  to  hare 
money  out  of  the  public  treafury.  Though  it 
was  in  his  power  to  take  what  fums  he  thought 
proper  without  their  confent,  yet  he  openly 
declared.  That  emperors  had  no  private  pro- 
perty, not  fo  much  as  the  palace  in  which  tbey 
dwelt.  The  people,  whofe  love  to  the  empe* 
jror  daily  tncreafed,  finding  him  making  pre« 
parations  to  leave  them^  and  rcfolving  to  expofe 
himfclf  in  a  dangerous  war,aflemUedthemielves 
before  his  palace,  befceching  him  not  to  depait^ 
till  he  had  given  them  inftruftions  for  their 
future  condu(^  y  fo  that  if  the  gods  (houkl  take 

him 
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liim  to  themfelvcs,  they  mighty  by  his  aflift- 
aace,  continue  in  the  fame  paths  of  virtue,  into 
which  he  had  led  them  by  his  example.     This 
was  a  requeft  which  the  great  emperor  was 
Ughly  pleafed  in  obeying ;  he  fpent  three  whole 
days  in  giving  them  fhort  maxims,  by  which 
they  might  regulate  their  lives ;   and,  iiaving 
finifhed  his  lectures,  departed  upon  his  expedi- 
tion, amidft  the  prayers  and  lamentations  of  all 
his  fubje£ts.    The  particulars  of  thefe  cam- 
paigns are  not  related  by  hiftorians;  we  can 
only  fay,  that  he  fought  feveral  bloody  battles, 
where  the  viftory  was  always  owing  to  his  pru- 
dence, courage,  and  example.    He  was  con- 
ftantly  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  always  in 
I^aces  the  mofl:  expofed  to  danger.     He  built 
feveral  forts,  and  fo  difpofed  his  garrifons,  as 
to  keep  all  his  barbarous  neighbours  in  awe. 
It  was  upon  going  to  open  his  third  campaign 
that  he  was  feized  with  the  plague  at  Vienii?.^ 
uriiich  flopped  the  progrefs  of  his  fucc  f      N^o- 
thing,  however,  could  abate  his  defre  cf  be- 
ing beneficial  to  mankind ;  for  though  hi.>    -ib- 
miffion  to  the  will  of  Providence,  mad  *  »iim 
meet  the  approaches  of  death  with  tra'.r.u'licy, 
his  fears  for  the  youth  and  uiiproniiiL  j  dilpL. 
lition  of  Commodus,  his  fon    and   fncc^ffor. 
jfisemed  to  give  him  great  uneatlm  f*^,  r.ri:*  i'.j.^i'? 
vated  the  pains^f  nature.    Strung],  vj  w*  *>  t. 
apprehenfion,   and  flu^fluating  between  1:. 
Bb  3 
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and  fear,  he  addrefled  his  friends  and  the  pnnan 
pal  officers  tliat  were  gathered  round  his  bed  i 
telling  them.  That  as  his  fon  was  now  going 
to  lofc  a  father,  he  hoped  he  (hould  find  many 
fathers  in  them.     That  they  would  direft  bk 
youth,  and  give  him  fuch  inftrudions  as  woaU 
be  to  the  public  benefit  as  well  as  his  own. 
**  Make  him  more  particularly  fenfiblc,"  con- 
tinued the  dying  emperor,  "  that  not  all  ths 
*^  riches  and  honours  of  this  world,  arcfuflicicnt 
t'  to  fatisfy  the  luxury  and  ambition  of  a  tyrant  | 
*'  nor  are  the  ftrongeft  guards  and  {trmies  aUe 
*^  to  defend  him  from  the  juft  reward  of  hb 
^*  crimes.      Affurc  him,    that   cruel  princes 
V:  never  enjoy  a  long  and  peaceful  reign  ^  and 
**  that  all  the  real  delights  of  power,  arc  re* 
!f  fcrved  only  for  thofc^  whofe  clemency  and 
*'  mildncfs  have  gainpd  the  hearts  of  their  peo* 
''  pie.     It  mufl:  be  yours  to  inform  him,  that 
*'  obedience  by  conftrairit,  is  never  fincere } 
**  and  that  he  who  would  expeft  fidelity  among 
"  mankind,  muft  gain  it  from  their  aflfedtioos^ 
*'  not  their  fears.     Lay  before  him  the  difiicul- 
**  ty,  and  yet  the  neceffity,  of  fetting  bounds 
**  to  his  pafTipns,  as  thete  are  none  fet  to  his 
*'  power.     Thcfe  are  the  truths  to  which  he 
^*  ought  ever  to  attend ;  by  fteadily  inculcating 
**  thefe,  you  will  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  form- 
**  ing  a  good  prince,  and  the  pjeafurc  of  pay* 
'*  ing  my  memory  the  nobleft  of  z\\  fcrviceSj 

"fines 
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'*  fmcc  you  will  thus  render  it  immortal."  As 
he  was  fpeaking  thefe  laft  words,  he  was  fcized 
with  a  weaknefs  which  ftopped  hisutterance,and 
which  brought  him  to  his  end  the  day  following. 
He  died  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  liav- 
ing  reigned  nineteen  years  and  fome  days. 

It  feemed  as  if  the  whole  glory  and  profpe- 
fky  of  the  Roman  empire  died  with  Aurclius. 
From  thence  forward  we  are  to  behold  a  train 
of  emperors  either  vicious  or  impotent,  either 
wilfully  guilty,  or  unable  to  aflert  the  dignity 
of  their  ftation.  We  are  to  behold  an  empire, 
grown  too  great,  finking  by  its  own  weight, 
iiirrounded  by  barbarous  and  fuccefsful  ene- 
mies without,  and  torn  by  ambitious  and 
cruel  faflions  within ;  the  principles  of  the 
ttmes  wholly  corrupted  -,  |)hilofophy  attempt- 
ing to  regulate  the  minds  of  men  without  the 
aid  of  religion-,  and  the  warmth  of  patriotifm 
entirely  evaporated,  by  being  diffufcd  in  too 
wide  a  circle.  We  (hall  ftill  farther  find  thq 
people  becoming  dull,  as  they  grow  impotent  i 
their  hiftorians  cool  and  fpiritlefs  in  the  moft 
interefting  narrations,  and  the  convulfions  of 
the  greateft  empire  upon  earth,  defcribed  ii) 
l^ildifh  points,  or  languid  prolixity. 
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q    H    A    P.        XIX. 

CoMMODUs^  the  Eighteenth  Emp buok  of  Rone. 

U.C  9%x.  X  H  E  merits  of  Aurelius  procured  Cooi- 
a!d.i8o!  modus  an  cafy  acceffion  to  the  thrqne.  He 
was  acknowledged  emperor,  firft  by  the  armfi 
then  by  the  fenate  and  people,  and  (hortly  after 
by  all  the  provinces.  But  though  he  owed  the 
empire  to  the  adoption  of  his  fuppofed  fitthcr, 
many  were  of  opinion,  that  he  was  the  fpuriotis 
iflue  of  a  gladi^tpr ;  his  own  conduft  afterwird* 
and  the  wanton  character  of  his  mother  Faufti- 
na,  having,  perhaps,  given  rife  to  the  report. 
He  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  be 
entered  upon  the  empire*,  liis  perfon  was  comdy 
and  robuft :  no  man  was  more  expert  in  aU 
bodily  exercifes ;  he  frequently  fought  with 
gladiators,  and  always  came  o6f  vidlorioui; 
he  threw  the  javelin,  and  (hot  from  the  bov 
with  fuch  wonderful  addrels,  as  almoft  exceeds 
credibility.  He  never  mifled  hitting  lod 
killing  the  fleeteft  animals,  though  upon  fuD 
fpeed,  and  this  in  any  part  of  their  bodies 
he  thought  fit.  He  killed,  upon  a  certain  oc- 
icafion,  an  hundred  lions  let  Ipofe  all  at  once 
upon  the  amphitheatre.    He  ihot  birds,  flying; 
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c  air,  with  unerring  aim,  and  cut  off  the 
t  of  an  hundred  oftrichesp  in  their  moft 
I  motion,  with  his  arrows  headed  in  the 
t  of  an  hdf  moon* 

|C  it  had  been  happy  for  himfelf  and  man* 
^  if  he  had  cultivated  the  mental  exercifcs 

^s  much  attention  as  thofe  of  the  body- 
Vihok  reign  is  but  a  tiOlte  of  wanmnneJs 
folly,  cruelty  and  injuftice,  rapacity  and 
tiption*  There  is  fo  ftroog  a  fimilitude 
reen  his  condud,  and  that  of  Domitian, 

a  reader  might  be  apt  to  imagine  he  was 
g  over  the  fame  reign. 
e  was  received,  upon  his  entrance  into 
ic,  with  a  tranfport  of  applaufe  from  the 
rte*  and^  for  fomc  time,  he  fhcwcd  himfelf 
hy  of  their  afFed ion.  But  foon  the  levity 
s  temper,  and  the  corrupt  example  of  his 
orite  companions,  turned  him  to  the  bafefV^ 
peft  purfuits.  He  went  with  his  a0bciatcs 
Ycrns  and  brothels ;  ipent  the  day  in  fctft- 

a|id  the  night  in  the  moft  abominable 
rics,  having  no  lefs  than  three  hundred 
des,  and  as  many  males,  for  deteftable 
lofef.     He  committed  inceft,  as  CaligiUa 

with  all  his  fillers.  He  Ibmctimes  went 
It  the  markers  in  a  frolic,  with  finall  wares, 
;petry  chapman ;  fomctimes  he  immitated 
>orfc*couifcr  -,  and,  at  other  times,  drove 
mn  chariot  tn  a  Have's  habits 

Thofe 
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Thofe  he  chiefiy  promoted  rdemUed  hinW 
felf,  being  the  companions  of  his  pleafures,  or 
the  minifters  of  his  cruelty.    He  took  little  can 
of  the  government,  committing  all  the  conduA 
of  it  to  one  Perennius,  a  perfon  chiefly  remark* 
able  for  his  avarice  and  cruelty.     In   confe- 
quince  of  the  enormities  of  this  minifter,  a  coo- 
Ipiracy  was  formed  againlV  Com  modus  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  in  which  his  filler  Lu- 
cilla,  with  her  huiband  Pompeianus,  were  prin- 
cipally concerned.  The  perfon  employed  to  kS 
the  emperor  was  one  Quintianus,  who  coming 
up  to  him  in  a  dauntlefs  manner,  and  holding 
up  his  dagger,  cried  out,   ^^  The  fenate  feods 
"  thee  this."    But  this  unguarded  manner  of 
proceeding  fruftrated  his  aim  ;  for  one  of  the 
guards  juft  then  feizing  his  arm,  prevented  the 
fatal  blow,  and  he,  foon  after,  made  a  difcovcry 
of  all  his  accomplices.     Lucilla  Ponipeianus 
and  Quintianus  were  executed ;   many  other 
perfons  wholly  innocent,  Ihared  the  fame  fatCi 
In  this  manner  Perennius  proceeded  lacrificxjig 
numbers  of  the  fenate,  as  pretended  accom* 
plices,  but  in  reality  with  a  view  of  feizing  upon 
their  cftates  and  fortunes  •,  fo  that  being  thui 
grown  extremely  rich,  he  began  to  think  of 
gaining  the  empire  for  himfelf,  and  made  fome 
progrcfs  in  the  attempt  j  but  his  defign  becom- 
ing apparent,  Commodus  feemed  to  rouze  from 
|iis  lethargy,  and  ordered  both  him  and  his 

fons 
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s^  who  had  been  feen  to  draw  the  legions  to 
t>lt,  to  immediate  execution. 
Two  confpiracies,  thus  difcovered  and  pu- 
hcd,  only  ferved  to  render  the  emperor  ttill 
)re  cruel  and  fufpicious,  and  thefe  cruelties 
got  new  revolts.  Qne  Maturnus,  at  th£ 
id  of  a  numerous  banditti,  wafted  Spain  and 
.ul,  and  relblved  to  attempt  the  empire  itfclf. 
order  to  efFeft  this,  upon  a  certain  fcftival, 
ordered  fome  of  his  foldiers  to  mix  with  the 
iperor's  guards,  and  then  alTafllnate  him. 
It  his  own  party,  in  hopes  of  advantage,  bc- 
yed  their  employer,  and  he  was  executed, 
th  many  others,  foon  after.  It  w^  about 
s  time  alfo,  that  Cleandcr,  the  ^mpcror-s 
icf  favourite,  fell  a  facrificc  to  the  indigna- 
n  of  the  populace,  for  his  haughty  carriage 
wrds  them.  Another  favourite,  whofe  name 
3  Julian,  was  put  to  death  by  the  emperor's 
mmand ;  and  (hortly  after  4  thiird  (for  this 
rious  prince  cpql.d  not  reign  jvithout  a  fa- 
urite)  whp  was  called  Rpgillius,  was  execut- 

in  the  fame  manner.  To  thefe  fucpeeded 
I  murder  of  his  lyife  Crifpina,  and  bis  fa* 
rr*s  coufip-gcrman,  Fauftina,  ^pd  numberlefs 
iers,  whofe  virtues,  or  fortunes,  rendered 
;m  obnoxious  to  his  capricious  cruelty.  If 
y  perfon  defired  to  be  revenged  on  an  enemy, 

bargaining  with  Commodus  for  a  fum  of 

Dney,  he  was  permitted  to  deftroy  him  in  fu^h 

3  *  mannp^ 
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manner  as  he  thought  proper.  Heconnnandcd 
a  pcHbn  to  be  caft  to  the  wild  beads,  for  read- 
ing the  life  of  Caligula  in  Suetonius.  He  order- 
ed another  to  be  thrown  in  a  burning  fumaoe^ 
for  accidentally  over-heating  his  bath.  He 
would  fometimes,  when  he  was  in  a  good  hu- 
mour, cut  off  men's  nofes,  under  a  pretence  of 
ihaving  their  beards ;  yet  he  was  himletf  f> 
jealous  of  all  mankind,  that  he  was  obliged  l» 
be  his  own  barber. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  cruelties  his  vanity 
never  forfook  him.  Inftead  of  being  cooccK 
with  numberlefs  titles,  which  his  flattering  fis 
nace  were  daily  offering,  he  was  rather  williif  id 
aflume  fuch  as  were  moft  agreeable  to  himfelf. 
He,  at  one  time,  commanded  himfelf  to  be 
ftylcd  Hercules,  the  fon  of  Jupiter ;  and,  the 
better  to  immitate  that  Hero,  he  carried  a  dubi 
and  drelTed  himfelf  in  a  lion's  (kin.  But  to  drive 
the  imagination  as  far  as  pofliblc,  and  that  be 
might  appear  to  deftroy  giants  and  monflers,  as 
the  former  had  done,  he  drefled  up  feveral  poor 
men  and  cripples,  which  were  found  begging  in 
the  ftreets,  like  monflers,  giving  them  Iponges 
to  throw  ac  him  inftead  of  ftones,  till  £Uling 
furioufly  among  them  with  his  club,  he  de- 
ftroycd  them  all.  When  tired  of  the  Herculean 
habit,  he  alTumed  that  of  an  Amazon.  He,  at 
laft,  became  fo  abandoned  as  to'forfake  his  pa- 
lace, and  live  in  a  fencing-fchool  i  and,  fatiaccd 

with 


THE   EMPIRE   OF   ROME.  381 

inch  all  his  former  titles,  he  aflumed  the  name 
if  a  £eimous  gladiator. 

During  thefe  deplorable  irregularities,  the 
bwbarians  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire  were 
July  gaining  ground  i  and  though  his  lieute- 
lants  were  fuccelsful  againft  the  Britains,  the 
If  oors,  the  Dacians,  the  Germans  and  Panno- 
uns,  yet  the  empu«  was  daily  declinmg,  fince 
Jieir  numbers  feemed  to  increafe  by  defeat,  fo 
Jiat  neither  treaties  could  bind,  nor  viAories 
[«pel  them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  emperor's 
lAions  were  become  fo  odious  to  all  mankind^ 
ind  fo  contemptible  to  the  citizens  of  Rome^ 
liat  his  death  was  ardently  delired  by  alL  At 
length,  upon  the  feaft  of  Janus,  refolving  to 
ience  naked  before  the  people,  as  a  common 
Radiator,  three  of  his  friends  remonftrated  to 
lim  upon  the  indecency  of  fuch  a  behaviour, 
rhefe  were  Lactius,  his  general,  Eledlus,  his 
jiamberlain,  and  Marcia,  a  concubine,  of 
irhom  he  always  appeared  exceflively  fond. 
Their  advice  was  attended  with  no  other  effed, 
;han  that  of  incenfing  him  againft  them,  and 
nciting  him  to  refolve  upon  their  deftrudlion. 
It  was  his  method,  like  that  of  Domitian,  to  fet 
lown  the  names  of  all  fuch  as  he  intended  to 
put  to  death,  in  a  roll,  which  he  carefully  kept 
jy  him.  However,  at  this  time,  happening  to 
ay  the  roll  on  his  bed,  while  he  was  bathing  in 
mother  room,  it  was  taken  up  by  a  litde  boy, 

whom 
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Ivhom  he  paflionately  loved.    The  child  after 
playing  with  it  for  fome  time,  brought  it  to 
Marcia,  who  was  inftantly  alarmed  at  the  con- 
tents.   She  immediately  difcovered  her  terrors 
to  Lztus  and  Eleftus,  who  perceiving  their 
dangerous    fituation,    inftantly   rcfolved    the 
tyrant's  death.     After  fome  deliberation,  it 
was  :^reed  upon  to  difpatch  him   by  poifijK 
In  confequence  of  this,  a  draught,  probably 
opium,  was  adminiftercd  to  him  by  the  hands 
of  Marcia,  which  beginning  to  operate,  oft 
him  into  a  heavy  flumber.    In  order  to  con- 
ceal the  faft,  Ihe  immediately  caufed  the  com^ 
pony  to  retire,  under  pretence  of  allowing  him 
reft ;  but  finding  him  awake  foon  after,  and 
taken  with  a  vidlent  vomiting,  flie  was  grcady 
ahrmcd  with  fears  of  his  recovery.     In  this 
exigence,  confulting  with  the  reft  of  the  coo- 
tpirators,  ftie  haiUly  introduced  a  young  man, 
r-iilcJ  Narciilbs,  and  (hewing  him   his  own 
name,  among  the  number  of  thofe  whom  Com- 
i:k\!us  had  ceftined  to  dcftruction,  (he  prevail- 
ed vpon  him  to  aflift  in  difpatching  the  tyrant. 
1  Ic  boldly  undertook  the  dangerous  tafk,  lb 
that  the  emperor  was  foon  ftrangled  by  their 
united  efforts.   In  this  manner  died  Commodus, 
in  t!;o  thirty-firft  year  of  his  age,  after  an  im- 
pious ri'ign  cf  twelve  years  and  nine  months  5 
ar..s,  •.^  if  he  g.ive  the  example,  very  few  of  his 
KivCiirors  cfcaped  a  violent  death. 

C  H  A  ?• 
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CHAP.      XX. 

PcRriNAx,  the  nineteenth  Emperor  of  RomeC 


__  HE  fccrecy  and  expedition  with  which  U.C.9^<» 
Commodus  was  aflaflinatcd  were  fuch,  that  few  '*^** 
^ircrc  at  that  time,  acquainted  with  the  real 
circumftances  of  his  death.  His  body  was 
wrapped  up  as  a  bale  of  ufelefs  furniture,  and 
carried  through  the  guards,  moft  of  whom  were 
cither  drunk  or  aflcep. 

Previous  to  the  afTaflination,  the  confpirators 
liad  fixed  upon  a  fucceflbf.  This  was  Helvius 
'  Pcrtinax,  whofe  virtues  and  courage  rendered 
him  worthy  of  the  moft  exalted  ftation,  and 
who  had  pafled  through  many  changes  of  for- 
tune. He  was  originally  the  fon  of  an  enfran- 
chifed  flavc,  called  ^lius,  who  only  gave  him 
lb  much  learning  as  would  qualify  him  for 
keeping  a  little  (hop  in  the  city.  He  then  be- 
came a  fchool-mafter ;  he  aften\ards  ftudied 
the  law,  and  after  that  became  a  foldier :  In 
the  laft  ftation  his  behaviour  was  fuch,  as  to 
raife  him  to  the  poft  of  captain  of  a  cohort 
againft  the  Panhians.  Being  thus  introduced 
10  arms,  he  went  through  the  ufual  gradations 

of 
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of  miliury  preferment  in  Britain,  and  Mefiap' 
until  he  became  the  commander  of  a  kgton  un* 
der  Aurelius.  In  this  ftation  he  performed  fuch 
excellent  fervices  againft  the  barbarians,  that  he 
vras  made  conful,  and  fucceflively  governor  of 
Dacia,  Syria  and  Afia  Minor.  In  the  reign  of 
Commodus  he  was  baniihed,  and  foon  after 
recalled,  and  fent  into  Britain  to  reform  the 
abufcs  of  the  army.  In  this  employment  his 
ufual  extraordinary  fortune  attended  him :  he 
was  oppofed  by  a  fedition  among  the  legiooii 
and  left  for  dead  among  many  others  that  wcfe 
flain.  However,  he  got  over  this  danger,  le- 
verely  punifhed  the  mutineers,  and  eftabliflied 
regularity  and  difcipline  among  the  troops  he 
was  fent  to  command.  From  thence  he  was 
removed  into  Africa,  where  the  fedition  of  the 
foldiers  had  like  to  have  been  as  fata]  to  him  as 
in  his  former  government.  Removing  from 
Africa,  and  fatigued  with  an  adivc  life,  he  be- 
took himfelf  to  retirement;  but  Commodus, 
willing  to  keep  him  (till  in  view,  made  him 
praefcdt  of  the  city ;  which  employment  he 
filled,  when  the  confpirators  fixed  upon  him,  as 
the  propereft  perfon  to  fucceed  to  the  empire* 
His  being  advanced  by  Commodus  only 
ferved  to  increafe  his  fears  of  falling  as  an  ob- 
ject of  his  fufpicions ;  when,  therefore,  the 
coofpirltors  repaired  to  his  houfe  by  night,  he 
confidered  their  arrival  as  a  command  from  che 

emperor 
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iperor  for  his  death.    Upon  Lsetus  entering 
I  apartment,  Pc;rtinax,  without  any  (hew  of 
IT,  cried  out,  That  for  many  days  he  had  ex- 
fted  to  end  his  life  in  that  manner,  wonder- 
r  that  the  emperor  hid  deferred  it  Co  long, 
jwcver,  he  was  not  a  little  ftirpr ifed  when  in- 
tncd  of  the  real  caiife  of  their  yifit ;  and  be- 
;  ftroftgly  urged  to  accejfjt  of  the  empire,  he, 
aft,  complied  with  their  offer. 
Being  carried  to  the  camp»  Pertina:ic  was  pro« 
imed  emperor,  and  fooh  after  the  citizens  and 
ate  confented ;  their  joy  at  the  eleftion  of 
ir  new  fovereign  hieing  fcafce  equal  to  that' 
the  death  of  their  tyrant.     They  then  pro- 
anced  Co'mriiodus  a  parricHe  ;  an  enemy  td 
gods.  His  country,  and  aill  mankind ;  and 
nmanded,  that  his  corfe  fhould  rot  upon  i 
ighilK     In  the  mean  time,  they  faluted  Per- 
ot as  emperor  and  Caefar,  with  numerous 
tarnations,  and  chearfully  took  the  oaths  of 
dience.     The  provinces  foon  after  followedf 
example  of  Roitie,  fo  that  he  began  h\s 
;ri  with  univerfal  fatisfadtioh  to  the  whole 
pire,  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  juftice  stnd  wifdon< 
his  monarch's  reign,  the  fhort  time  it  conti- 
:d.     He  puniftied  all  thofc  who  had  ferved 
rorrupt  the  late  emperor,  and  dhpofed  of  hisf 
^t  poffelTions  to  public  ufes.  He  attempted 
reftrain  the  licentioufnels  of  the  prastorianf 
^or .  II.  C  c  bindt^ 
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bands,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  injuries  and  inic^ 
kncies  they  committed  againft  the  people.  He 
fold  mod:  of  the  buffoons  and  jefters  of  Cooh 
modus  as  flaves  ;  particularly  fueh  as  had  ob» 
fcene  names.  He  continually  frequented  the 
frnaie  as  often  as  it  fate,  and  never  refiifed  an 
audience,  even  to  the  meaneft  of  the  pcflpk* 
His  fuecefe  in  foreign  afl^urs  was  equal  to  hb 
internal  policy.  When  the  barbarous  nadoos 
abroad  had  certain  intelligence  that  he  waseoH 
peror,  they  immediately  laid  down  their  anns^ 
well  knowing  the  oppofition  they  were  to  cs- 
fc6t  from  fo  experienced  a  commander.  His 
great  error  was  avarice,  and  that,  in  fomc 
meafure,  ferved  to  haften  his  ruin. 

The  prctorian  foldiers,  whofe  manners  be 
had  attempted  to  reform,  having  been  long 
corrupted  by  the  indulgence  and  profulion  of 
their  former  monarch,  began  to  hate  him,  fiv 
the  parfimony  and  difcipline  he  had  introduced 
among  them.  They  therefore  rcfolved  to  de- 
throne him ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  declared 
Maternus,  an  ancient  fenator,  emperor,  aod 
endeavoured  to  carry  him  to  the  camp  to  pro* 
claim  him.  Maternus,  however,  was  two  ji^to 
the  merits  of  Pertinax,  and  too  faitliful  a  fub- 
jeft,  to  concur  in  their  fcditious  deligns  -,  where- 
fore, efcaping  out  of  their  hands,  he  fled,  firft 
to  the  emperor^  and  tlien  out  of  the  city.  They 
then  nominated  one  Fako,    another  fenator, 

whom 
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V^hom  the  fenate  would  have  ordered  for  exe- 
cution, had  not  Pertinax  intcrpofed,  who  de- 
dared.  That,  during  his  reign,  no  fenator 
ihould  fuffer  death. 

The  praetorian  foldiers  then  refolved  unani- 
moudy  not  to  ufe  any  feCret  confpiracies,  or  pri-» 
vate  contrivances,  but  boldly  to  feize  upon  the 
emperor  and  empife  at  once.  They  according- 
ly, in  a  tumyltuous  manner,  marched  through 
ttc  ftreets  of  Rome,  ind  entered  the  palace 
without  oppofition*  Such  Was  the  terror  of^ 
their  approach,  that  the  greateft  part  of  tho 
emperor's  attendant's  forfook  him ;  while  thofc 
who  remained,  earncftly  intrcated  him  to  fly  to 
the  body  of  the  people,  and  intereft  them  in 
his  defence.  However,  he  rejefted  that  advice^ 
declaring)  That  it  was  unworthy  his  imperial 
dignity^  and  all  his  pad  adlions,  to  fave  him- 
feV  by  flight.  Having  thus  refolved  to  face 
the  rebels,  he  had  fome  hopes,  that  his  pre^ 
fence  alone,  would  terrify  and  confound  them* 
But  what  could  his  former  virtues,  or  the  dig* 
nity  of  command,  avail  againft  a  tumultuous 
.hd>ble,  nurfed  up  in  vice,  and  miniftcrs  of 
former  tyranny  ?  One  Thaufias,  a  Tungrian^ 
fimck  him  with  his  lance  on  the  breafl:,  crying 
cut,  "  The  foldiers  fend  you  this.*'  Pcrtina^i 
finding  all  was  over,  covered  his  hesld  with  his 
robe,  and  funk  down,  mangled  with  a  muU 
titude  of  wounds,  which  he  received  ?roni 
Cc  a  various 
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various  aflai&ns.  Eledus,  and  fome  more  o( 
his  attendants,  who  attempted  to  defend  him, 
were  alfo  (lain:  his  ion  and  daughter  only 
efcaped,  who  happened  to  be  lodged  out  of 
the  palace.  Thus,  after  a  reign  of  three 
months,  Peftinax  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  licen- 
tious fury  of  the  prxtorian  zxtny.  From  the 
number  of  hb  adventures,  he  was  called  the 
Tennis-ball  of  Fortune;  and  certainly  no  naaii 
ever  experienced  fuch  d  variety  of  fituatirasi 
tvith  fo  blamelefs  a  character. 


CHAP.         XXI. 

hiDivs  JutiAK,    the  Twentieth  Emperor  of 
Rome. 

r.C.954.  JL  H  E  foldiefs  having  committed  this  out* 
A.D.i$2.  j.^^^^  retired  with  great  precipitation,  and  get- 
ting out  of  the  city  to  the  reft  of  their  com- 
psCnions,  expeditioufly  fortified  their  camp,  ex- 
pefting  to  be  attacked  by  the  citizens.  Two 
days  having  pafled  without  any  attempt  of  that 
kind,  they  became  more  infolent ;  and,  willing 
to  make  ulc  of  the  power  of  which  they  found 
themfelves  poflcficd,  they  made  proclamation. 
That  they  would  fell  the  empire  to  whoever 
would  purchafe  it  at  the  higheff  price.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  proclamation,  fa  odious  2nd 

un|uft 
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unjuft  in  itfclf,  only  two  bidders  were  found  ; 
namely,  Sulpician  and  Didius,  The  former, 
a  confular  perfon,  prafeft  of  the  city,  and  fon- 
in-law  to  the  late  emperor  Pcrtinax.  The  latter, 
a  confular  perfon  likewife,  a  great  lawyer,  and 
the  wealthieft  man  in  the  city.  He  was  fitting 
with  fome  friends  at  dinner  when  the  procla- 
matioii  was  publifhed ;  and  being  charmed 
with  the  prolpeft  of  unbounded  power,  imme- 
diately rofe  from  the  table,  and  hailened  to  the 
camp.  Sulpician  was  got  there  before  him ; 
but  as  he  had  rather  promifes,  than  treafure,  to 
bcftow,  the  offers  of  Didius,  who  produced  im* 
menfe  fums  of  ready  money,  prevailed.  He 
was  received  into  the  camp  by  a  ladder,  and 
the  foldiers  inftantly  fwore  to  obey  him  as  em- 
peror. From  the  camp  he  was  attended  by 
{lis  new  cleftors  into  the  city  ;  the  whole  body 
of  his  guards,  which  confided  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  were  ranged  around  him  in  fuch  order, 
-  as  if  they  had  rather  prepared  for  battle,  than 
a  peaceable  ceremony.  The  citizens,  however, 
rcfufed  to  confirm  his  eledtion,  but  curfed  hin^ 
as  he  pafled. 

Upon  being  conduced  to  the  fenate-houfe, 
he  addreffed  the  few  fenators  that  were  prefcnt 
in  a  very  laconic  fpcech.  Fathers^  yot(  w^nt  am 
emperor^  and  lam  thefitteft  ferjonyou  can  chufe. 
But  even  this,  (hort  as  it  feems,  was  unneceflary, 
fince  the  fenate  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
rcfwfc  their  approbatigot    His  ipecch  being 
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backed  by  the  army,  to  whom  he  had  given 
about  a  million  of  our.money,  fucceeded.  The 
choice  of  the  foldiers  was  confirmed  by  the  fe- 
nate,  and  Didius  was  acknowledged  emperor» 
now  in  the  fifty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 

It  Ihould  feem  by  this  weak  monarch's  con- 
Au&y  when  feated  on  the  throne,  that  he 
thought  the  government  of  an  empire  rather  a 
pleafure,  than  a  toil.  Inftead  of  attempting  to 
gain  the  hearts  of  his  fubjeAs,  he  gave  himielf 
up  to  eafe  ^d  madivity,  utterly  regardlefi  of 
the  duties  of  his  ftation.  He  was  mild  and  gentle 
indeed,  neither  injuring  any,  nor  expeSing  to 
be  injured.  But  that  avarice,  by  which  he  be- 
came  oppulent,  ftill  followed  him  in  his  exalta- 
tion -,  fo  that  the  very  foldiers  who  clefted  him, 
foon  began  to  dete(t  him  for  thofe  qualities,  fo 
very  oppofitc  to  a  military  charafter.  The  peo- 
ple alfo,  againft  whofe  confent  he  was  cholen, 
were  not  lefs  his  enemies.  Whenever  he  iffucd 
from  his  palace,  they  openly  poured  forth  their 
imprecations  againft  him,  crying  ouf.  That  he 
was  a  thief,  and  had  ftolcn  the  empire.  Didius, 
however,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  trader,  patiendy 
bore  all  their  reproach,  fometimes  beckoning  to 
them,  with  fmiles,  to  approach  him,  and  tefUiFy- 
ing  his  regard  by  every  kind  of  fubmiflion. 

While  Didius  was  thus  contemptuoufly 
treated  at  home,  two  valiant  generals,  in  diflfer- 
ent  parts  of  the  empire,  difclaimed  his  autho* 
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Tity,  and  boldly  refolved  to  ftrike  at  the  throne 
for  thcmfclves  abroad.  Thefe  were  Pefcen- 
nius  Niger,  governor  of  Syria;  and  Septimius 
Scverus,  commander  of  the  German  krgions. 
Niger  was  beloved  by  the  people  for  his  cle- 
mency and  valour ;  and  the  report  of  his  pro- 
pofing  Pertinax  for  bis  model,  and  refolving  to 
revenge  his  death,  gained  him  univcrfal  efteem 
among  the  people.  Being  thus  apprized  of 
their  inclinations,  he  eaCly  induced  his  army  in 
Syria  to  proclaim  him  emperor ;  and  his  title 
was,  (hortly  after,  acknowledged  by  all  the 
kings  and  potentates  in  Afia,  who  lent  their 
ambaffadors  to  him  as  their  lawful  prince.  The 
pleafure  of  thus  being  treated  as  a  monarch,  in 
fomc  mcafune,  retarded  his  endeavours  to  fe- 
curc  his  title.  Entirely  fatisfied  with  the  ho- 
mage of  thofe  about  him,  he  negledled  the  op- 
portunities  of  fuppreffing  his  rivals,  and  gave 
himfelf  up  to  feafting  and  luxury  at  Antioch. 

Thecondqft  of  Severus,  an  African  by  birth, 
was  very  different.  Being  proclaimed  by  his 
army,  he  began  by  promifing  to  revenge  the 
-death  of  Pertinax,  and  took  upon  him  his 
name.  He  next  fecured  the  fidelity  of  all  the 
ftrong  places  in  his  province,  and  then  refolved, 
wjth  the  utmofl:  expedition,  to  march,  with  his 
whole  force,  dircdtly  to  Rome. 

In  the  mean  time,  Didius,  who  difregardcd 

the  Mtcmpts  of  Niger,  was  greatly  alarmed  at 

C  c  >  tliofc 
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.Ithofe  of  Scvcrus.     He  firft,  with  many  folic^** 
^ions,  procured  the  fenate  to  proclaim  him  4 
traitor.     He  then  applied  himlclf  to  make  the 
ncceflary  provifions  to  oppofc  him,  in  which  he 
found  nothing  but  difappointmcnt.  The  cohorts 
thateleftisd  him,  were  enervated  by  vice  and 
luxury ;  the  people  detefted  his  caufe ;  and  the 
cities  of  Italy  had  long  been  difufed  to  the  are 
of  war.     Some  advifed  him  to  march  forwanI» 
and  m.eet  Severus,  as  he  w^s  croJTmg  the  Alps, 
pthers  were  for  fending  die  generals  upon 
that'  expedition.      The   unfortunate  Didhis, 
unequal  to  the  taflc  of  empire,  and  quite  oon- 
founded  with  the  multiplicity  of  counfels,  could 
take  no  other  refolption,  but  that  of  awaiting 
his  rival's  coming  at  Rome.     Accordingly  be^ 
ing  informed  of  his  approach,  he  obtained  the 
confent  of  the  fenate  to  fend  him  ambafladc^ 
offering  to  make  him  a  partner  in  the  empire. 
But  Severus  rejeftcd  this  offer,  confcious  of  his 
pwn  ftrcngth,  and  of  the  wcaknels  of  the  pro- 
pofer.     The  fenate  fooa  appeared  of  the  fiime 
fcntiments,  and,    perceiving  the  timidity  and 
weaknefs  of  thejr  prefent  mafter,   began  to 
abandon  him.    They  how  began  to  alledge. 
That  he  who  could  not  defend  the  pmpire,  was 
ynworthy  to  govern  it.     Pidips  vainly  endea- 
voured tQ  reduce  them  to  their  duty,  firft  by 
intreaties,  and  then  by  threats  ;  but  thefeonly 
fcryed  to  haftcn  his  deftrudion.    The  fenate 
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^ing  called  together,  as  was  formerly  prac- 
pfed  in  the  times  qf  the  commonwealth,  by  the 
Confuls,  they  unanimoufly  decreed,  ThatDidiu? 
jhould  be  cj^privcd  of  the  empire,  apd  that  Sc- 
vcrus  fhould  be  procl^icned  in  his  fte^.  They 
|hen  commanded  Didius  to  be  (lain,  and  fent 
meflengers  for  this  purpofc  to  the  palace,  where 
|hey  found  him  difarmed,  and  weeping  among 
a  few  frif^nds,  that  ftill  adhered  to  his  intereft^ 
When  the  CKecutioners  began  to  prepare  for 
their  f^tal  errand,  he  expoftulated  with  them, 
demanding  what  crime  he  had  committed.  He 
could  not  be  perfuaded  to  think  that  paying 
Bis  money,  and  receiving  an  empire  in  ex- 
change, dcferved  fo  feycre  a  puniftimcnt.  The 
executioners,  however,  were  neither  able,  nor 
'willing,  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  caufe ; 
they  prefently  led  him  into  the  fccret  baths  of 
the  paUce,  and  obliging  him  to  ftretch  his 
neck  forward,  after  the  manner  of  condemned 
frriminals,  ftruck  off  his  head,  and  placed  it  up 
in  thofe  courts  where  he  had  formerly  J)leadc4 
|lfith  ^eat  fucccfs. 


9f?AE. 
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Septimus  Se  verus,  the  Twenty-firft  EMPBmom 
of  Rome. 

A&VJs.  1  HE  fcnate  having  thus  difpatdicd  Di- 
dius,  fent  ambafTadors  to  Sctcfus,  yielding  him 
obedience,  granting  him  the  eniigns  and  tbe 
ufual  titles  of  empire,  and  informing  him  ef 
the  death  of  Didius.  Sevcms,  who  was  mv 
'about  forty-fevcn  years  of  age,  received  dwn 
vith  all  proper  refpeft,  and  entertaining  them 
honourably, continued  his  march  towardsRomc. 
As  he  came  near  the  city,  his  firft  ejcertion  of 
power  was,  to  have  all  the  pnetorian  Ibldiers, 
who  had  lately  fold  the  empire,  come  forth, 
unarmed,  to  meet  him.  Thcfc,  though  fen- 
fible  of  their  danger,  had  no  other  rdburcc 
left  but  compliance;  and  accordingly  came 
forward,  with  branches  of  laurel,  as  to  «el« 
come  his  approach.  Sevcrus,  however,  iboa 
(hewed  how  little  their  prefcnt  fubmifllon  coqld 
atone  for  their  pad  offences :  after  upbraiding 
them,  in  a  (hort  fpeech,  with  all  their  crimes, 
he  commanded  them  to  be  inftantly  ftripped 
of  their  military  habits,  deprived  of  the  name 
and  honour  of«  foldiers,  and  banilhed  an  hun- 
dred 
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dred  miles  from  Rome.  He  then  entered  the 
city  in  a  military  manner,  cook  pofleflion 
of  the  palace,  and  promifed  the  fenate  to 
conduft  himfelf  with  clemency  and  jufticc. 
However^  though  he  united  great  vigour 
with  the  mod  refined  policy,  yet  his  African 
cunning  was  confidered  as.  a  particular  defeft 
in  him.  He  is  celebrated  for  his  wit,  learning 
and  prudence ;  but  equally  blamed  for  perfidy 
and  cruelty.  In  Ihort,  he  feemed  equally  dif- 
pofed  to  the  performance  of  the  greateft  afts 
of  virtue,  and  the  moft  bloody  feveritics.  He  • 
hcgui  his  command,  by  feizing  all  the  chil* 
drcn  of  fuch  as  had  employmcnu  or  authority 
in  the  Eaft,  and  detained  them  as  pledges  for 
the  loyalty  of  their  parents.  He  next  fupplied 
die  city  with  corn,  and  then,  with  all  poflible 
expedition,  marched  againft  Niger,  who  was 
ftill  confidered,  and  honoured,  as  emperor  of 
the  Eaft. 

One  of  the  chief  obftacles  to  his  march,  was, 
the  leaving  behind  him  Clodius  Albinus,  com- 
mander of  the  legions  in  Britain,  whom  he  by 
all  means  endeavoured  to  fecure  to  his  incerefts. 
For  this  end  he  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon 
•  him,  by  giving  him  hopes  of  fucceeding  to  the 
empirej  infinuating,  that  he  himfelf  was  declin- 
ing, and  his  children  as  yet  but  infants.  To 
deceive  him  ftill  further,  he  wrote  in  the  fame 
(Ulc  to  the  fenate,  gave  him  the  title  of  Caefar, 

2  and 
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and  ordered  money  to  be  coined  with  his  image^ 
Thefe  artifices  fcrving  to  lull  Albinus  into  hi£e 
fccurity,  Severus  marched  againft  Niger  with  all 
his  forces.   After  fomc  qndecifivc  conflids,  dbo 
laft  great  battle  that  w^  fought  between  thde 
two  extraordinary  men,  was  upon  the  plains  of 
Iffus,  on  the  very  fpot  where  Alexander  had 
formerly  conquered  Darius,     Befide  the  two 
great  armies  drawn  upon  the  plain,  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  were  covered  with  infinoie 
numbers  of  people,  who  were  merely  led  by 
curiofity  to  become  fpedlators  of  an  eng^ement 
that  was  to  determine  the  empire  of  the  world. 
The  fate  of  the  battle  was  th^t  which  we  have 
^Imoft  ever  found  between  European  and  Aiiatic 
^roops,  of  nearly  equal  numbers.     Scverus  wis 
conqueror;  and  Niger's  head  being  (Iruckoffbj 
feme  foldiers  of  the  conquering  army,  was  in- 
fukingly  carried  through  the  camp  on  the  point 
of  a  lance. 

This  vi(5tory  fecured  Severus  the  poflelllon  of 
the  throne.  However,  the  Parthians,  Perfians» 
and  fome  other  neighbouring  nations,  took  up 
arms,  under  a  pretence  of  vindicating  Nigcrt 
caufe.  The  emperor  marched  againft  them  in 
perfon,  had  many  engagements  with  thenl^  and 
obtained  fuch  fignal  viftories  over  them,  as 
enlarged  the  empire,  and  cftabliflied  peace  in 
the  Eaft. 

Niger 
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Tiger  being  no  more,  Severus  now  turned 
/iews  againft  Albinus,  whom  he  refolved  by 
y  means  to  deftroy.  For  this  purpofe  he  fent 
e  aflaffins  into  Britaini  under  a  pretence  of 
ging  him  letters,  but  in  reality  to  difpatch 
Albinus  being  apprized  of  their  defigns, 
ented  their  attempt  by  recurring  to  opeii 
?,  and  proclaiming  himfelf  emperor.  Nor 
he  without  a  powerful  army  to  fupport  his 
entions;  of  which  Severus  being  fenfible,  he 
:  his  whole  force  to  oppofe  him.  From  the 
:  he  continued  his  ^ourfe  acrofs  the  Streights 
Syzantium^  into  the  moft  weftem  parts  of 
ope,  without  intermi/Hoil.  Equally  regard* 
of  the  mod  parching  heats,  and  the  moft 
rdus  colds,  he  led  his  foldiers  bareheaded 
-  mountains  covered  withfnow.  Albinus 
ig  informed  of  his  approach,  went  over  to 
t  him  with  his  farces  into  Gdul ;  fo  that  the 
paign  on  both  fides  was  carried  on  with  great 
lur.  Fortune  feemed  for  a  while  variable  $ 
at  lad'  a  decifive  engagement  came  on, 
:h  was  one  of  tlic  moft  defperate  recorded  iii 
Roman  hiftory.  It  lafted  from  morning  till 
it,  without  any  fe(?ming  advant^  on  either 
;  at  length,  the  troops  of  Severus  began  to 
Ind  he  himfelf  happening  to  fall  from  his 
e,  the  army  of  Albinus  cried  out  viftory. 
the  engagement  was  foon  renewed  with  vi- 
r  by  Lstus^  one  of  Sevcrus's  contunanders,' 

#bo' 
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who  came  up  with  a  body  of  refervc,  dcGgmog  ( 
deftroy  both  parties,  and  make  himfelf  emperor. 
This  attempt,  though  defigoed  againft:  bocK 
turned  out  entirely  to  the  ad wntage  of  Scvcn». 
Hci  therefore^  again  chai^ied  with  fudifbry 
and  €xa£tnef%  that  he  foon  plucked  the  viftorjr 
from  thofc  who  but  a  fhort  time  before  feemed 
conquerors ;  and  purfuing  them  into  the  city  of 
Lyons,  took  Albinus  prifoner,  and  cut  off  his 
head  %  treating  his  dead  body  with  infuluflw 
could  only  flow  from  a  mean  and  rcvengefid 
temper.  All  the  fenators.who  were  flajn  in  bat- 
tle, he  ordered  to  be  quartered ;  and  fuch  a 
were  taken  alive,  were  immediately  executed. 

Having  thos^  by  means  of  his  armf ,  fecurcd 
himfelf  in  pofleflion  of  the  empire,  upon  btt  t^ 
turn  to  Rome,  Jie  loaded  his  Ibtditrs  with  rc^ 
wards  and  honours,  giving  them  fuch  pnvilegei 
as  ftrcngthened  his  own  power,  wliilc  they  de* 
ftroyed  chat  of  the  ftate*  For  the  (bldiers,  who 
had  hitherto  (hewed  the  ftrongeft  incliiurcknB 
to  an  abufe  of  power^  were  now  tmde  arbitcn 
of  the  fate  of  emperors ;  and  we  (hall  bcnccfer* 
ward  behold  them  fetting  ihem  up^  tnd  de* 
throning  them  at  pleafure. 

Being  thus  lecure  of  bis  army,  he  refolred  to 
^ve  way  to  his  natural  turn  for  conquefl,  and 
to  oppofc  his  arms  againd  the  Parthlam,  wh9 
were  then  invading  the  frontiers  of  the  empire. 
Haviogi  therefore,  prcvioufly  given  the  govcnn 
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nent  of  domeftic  policy  to  one  Plautian,  a  parti- 
:ular  favourite,  to  whofe  daughter  he  married 
hts  fon  Caracalla,  he  fet  out  for  the  eaft,  and 
profecuted  the  war  with  his  ufual  expedition  and 
fuccels.  He  forced  fubmiffion  from  the  king  of 
flnnenia,  deftroyed  feveral  cities  in  Arabia  Fe- 
lix,  knded  on  the  Parthian  coafts,  took  and 
plundered  the  famous  city  Ctefiphon,  marched 
back  through  Paleftine  and  E^ypt,  and  at 
length  returned  td  Rome  in  triumph. 

During  this  interval,  Plautian,  who  was  left 
DO  direft  the  affairs  of  Rome,  began  to  think  of 
lairing  to  the  empire  himfelf.  He  had  before 
been  remarkably  cruel  to  tlie  Chriftians,  and  now 
he  idblved  to  encreafe  the  number  of  his  crimes 
bjr  ingratitude  and  treafon.  Upon  the  empe- 
roi^s  return,  he  employed  a  tribune  of  the 
praetorian  cohorts,  of  which  he  was  the  com- 
mander, to  aflafllnate  him ;  as  likewife  his  fon, 
Caracalla.  The  tribune  feemed  chearfiillyto 
undertake  this  dangerous  office ;  but  inftead  of 
going  through  with  it,  informed  Severus  of  his 
favourite's  treachery.  He  at  firft  received  it  as 
an  improbable  ftory,  and  as  the  artifice  of  one 
who  envied  his  favourite's  fortune.  However,  ' 
he  was  at  laft  perfuaded  to  permit  the  tribune 
to  conduAPlautian  to  the  emperor's  apartments 
to  be  a  teftimony  againft  himfelf.  With  this 
iritent,  the  tribune  went  and  amufed  him  with 
a  pretended  account  of  his  killing  the  emperor 

and 
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^nd  his  Ton ;  defiring  him,  if  he  thought  fit  td 
fee  them  dead,  to  go  with  him  to  the  palace.  A^ 
Plautian  ardently  defired  their  deaths,  he  readiljii 
gave  credit  to  his  relation^  and  following  cbe 
tribune^  wals  codduded,  at  midnight,  into  the 
innermoft  recefles.    Bat  what  mud  hsCvt  been' 
his  difa^pointmeht,  when,  inftead  of  finding  the 
femperor  lying  dead,  as  he  expedled,  he  beheU 
the  room  lighted  up  with  torthes,  and  Sevems, 
furrounded  by  his  friends,  prepared  ill  arrajto 
receive  him.    Being  afked  by  the  emperor, 
with  a  fterh  countenance,  what  hid  brou^t  him 
there,  at  that  unfeafohable  time;   he  ^aii,  at 
firft,  Utterly  corifodrided^   ^d,  liot  knowing 
what  excufe  to  make,  he  ingemioufiy  confefled 
the  whole,  intreating  forgivenels  for  what  he  had 
intended.     The  emperor  fecmed^  in  the  begin- 
iiing,  intlined  to  pardon ;  but  Caracalla,  his  fon, 
who,  from  the  earlieft  age,  (hewed  a  difpofidoD. 
to  cruelty,  fpurned  him  away  rn  thie  midft  of 
tm  iupplications,  and,  with  his  fword,  t^ca  him 
throu'gh  the  body. 

Severus  having  efcaped  this  danger,  fpent 
a  confiderable  time  in  vifiting  fome  tides  in 
Italy,  permitting  none  of  his  ofiicers  to  fdl 
places  of  truft  or  dignity,  and  diftributiog 
juftice  with  the  ftridtcft  impartiality.  He  took 
fuch  an  exaft  order  in  managing  his  exchequer, 
that,  notwithftanding  his  great  expences,  he 
left  more  money  behind  him  (han  any  of  his 

predi- 
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|>redecefl[brs.  His  armies  alfo  were  kept  upon 
the  fame  refpeAable  footing,  fo  that  he  feared 
ho  invadon.  Being  equally  attentive  to  the 
|)rcIcrvatiori  of  all  parts  of  the  empire,  he  re- 
folved  to  make  an  expedition  into  Britain, 
Where  the  Roman  s  were  in  danger  of  being 
dcftroycd,  or  compelled  to  fly  the  province. 
"Wherefore,  after  appointing  his  two  fons,  Cara- 
talla  and  Geta,  joint  fucceflfors  in  the  empire,* 
and  taking  them  with  him,  he  landed  in  Bri- 
tain, to  the  great  terror  of  fuch  as  had  drawn 
down  his  refentment.  Upon  his  pro'grefs  into* 
the  country,  he  left  his  foii  Geta  in  the  fouth- 
crn  p^t  of  the  province,  which  had  continued 
in  obedience,  and  mafched,  with  his  fon  Cara- 
Calla,  againft  the  Caledbnian's.  In  this  Expe- 
dition, his  army  fuffcred  prodigious  hardlhipsf 
in  purfuirig  the  enemy  5  they  vtrere  obliged  to* 
hew  their  Way  through  intricate  forefts,  to  drain 
cxtenfive  marlhes,  and  form  bridges  over  rapid 
rivera ;  fo  that  he  loft  fifty  thoiifahd  men  by 
fatigue  and  ficknefs.  However,  he  fupported 
all  thefe  iftconvenienci^s  with  unrelenting  bra- 
very; and  profecuted  his  fuccefles  with  fuch 
Vigour,  that  he  compelled  the  enemy  to  beg 
for  peace ;  which  they  obtained,  not  without 
the  furrender  of  a  confiderablepartof  their  coun- 
try, togcthef  with  a(ll  their  arms  arid  military 
J)reparations.  Thus  giving  peace  to  Britain^ 
for  its  better  fccurity,  he  built  that  famous  wall,* 
Voi/,11.  Dd  whieli 
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wfiich  ftill  goes  by  his  name,  extending  fronr 
Solway  Prith,  on  the  weft,  to  the  German  bcean, 
on  the  eaft.  It  was  eight  feet  broad,  and  twelve 
feet  high,  planted  with  towers,ata  milc^s  diftancc 
from  each  other,  and  communicating  by  pipes  of 
brafs  in  the  wall,  which  conveyed  inftrudions 
from  one  garrifon  to  another  with  incredible 
difpatch.     Severus  having  thus  punifhed  his 
enemies,  retired  to  York ;  where,  partly  through 
age  and  fatigue,  and  partly  through  grief  for 
the  irreckimable  life  of  Caracalla,  he  found 
himfclf  daily  declining.     To  add  to  the  diftrefs 
of  his  fituation,  he  wasinformed,  that  the  iol* 
diers  had  revolted,  and  declared  his  fon  em- 
peror.    In  this  exigence,  he  feemed  once  more 
to  recall  his  natural  vigour ;  he  got  himfclf 
immediately  into  his  litter,  and  commanded  the 
new  emperor,  with  the  tribunes  and  centuri- 
ons, to  be  brought  before  him.     Though  all 
were  willing  to  court  the  favour  of  the  young 
emperor,  fuch  was  the  authority  of  Severus, 
that  none  dared  to  difobey.     They   appeared 
before  him  confounded  and  trembling,    and 
implored   pardon  upon  their  knees.      Upon 
which,  putting  his  hand  to  his  head,   he  cried 
out,  "  Know,  that  it  is  the  head  that  governs, 
"  and   not  the  feet."      However,    foon    per- 
ceiving his  difordcT  to  incrcafc,  and  knowing 
that  he  could  not  outlive  it,  he  could  not  help 
©bicrving  in  his  agony,   'I'hat  though  he  had 

bcea 
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been  all  that  a  man  could  be,  it  was  of  no  fer- 
vice  to  him  at  that  painful  hour.  Then  order- 
iQg  his  urn  to  be  brought,  wherein  his  afhea 
were  to  be  inclofed,  "  Little  urn,?'  faid  he, 
•*  thou  (halt  now  contain  what  the  world  could 
^  not  contain/*  Then  addrefling  his  friends 
that  flood  near  him,  "  When  I  took  the  empire 
••  upon  me,**  faid  he,  "  I  found  it  declining, 
•*  and  exhauftcd :  I  now  leave  it  ftrong  and 
*•  lafliiig  to  my  fons,  if  they  prove  virtuous ; 
•*  but  feeble  and  dcfperatc,  if  otherwifc.**  His 
pains  now  increafmg,  cfpecially  in  his  feet,  he 
called  for  poifon ;  which  being  refufed  him,  he 
loaded  his  ftomach  with  food,  which  not  being 
able  to  digefl,  it  foon  brought  him  to  his  end^ 
in  the  fixty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  after  an  aftive^ 
though  cruel,  reign,  of  about  eighteen  years. 


C    HA    P.-     XXIIL 

Ca&acalla  and  Geta,    the  Twenty-fecond 
Emp£rors  of   Rome. 

v^ARACALLA  and  Geta  being  acknow-   iJ.c.qBl^ 
ledged  as  emperors  by  the  army,  began  to  (hew    A.D.iu* 
a  mutual  hatred  to  each  other,   even  before 
their  arrival  at  Rome.     Their  only  agreement 
was,  in  rcfolving  to  deify  Severus,  their  father  j 
Jl>  d  a  but 
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but  fodn  after,  each  fought  to  attach  the  feriate 
and  army  to  his  own  particular  intcreft.  They 
were  of  very  oppofite  difpofitions :  CaracaDa 
was  fierce  and  cruel  to  an  extreme  degree; 
Geta  was  mild  and  merciful ;  fo  that  the  city 
foon  found  the  dangerous  efFefts  of  being  go-" 
vemed  by  two  princes  of  equal  power  and 
contrary  inclinations. 

But  this  oppofition  was  of  no  long  contina- 
ance ;  for  Caracalla,  being  refolved  to  govern 
alone,  furioufly  entered  Geta's  apartment  and^ 
followed  by  ruffians,  flew  him  in  his  motber^s 
arms«  Having  committed  this  deteftable  mur- 
der, he  iflfued,  with  great  hade,  from  the  pa- 
lace^  crying  out.  That  his  brother  would  have 
flain  him  *,  and  that  he  was  obliged,  in  felf- 
defence,  to  retaliate  the  intended  injury.  He 
then  took  refuge  among  the  praetorian  cohorts, 
and,  in  a  pathetic  tone,  began  to  implore  their 
affiftance,  ftill  making  the  fame  excufe  for  his 
conduft.  To  this  he  added  a  much  more  pre- 
vailing argument,  promifing  to  beftow  upon 
them,  the  largefles  ufually  given  upon  the 
cleftion  of  new  emperors,  and  diflributing 
among  them  almoft  all  the  treafures  which  had 
b  'en  amafled  by  his  father.  By  fuch  perfui- 
fives,  th?  foldiers  did  not  hefitate  to  proclaim 
him  folc  emperor,  and  to  ftigmatize  the  memory 
of  his  brother  Geta  as  a  traitor,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  commonwealth.     The  fcnators  werc» 

foon 
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oon  after,  induced,  either  through  favour  or 
'ear,  to  approve  what  had  been  done  by  the 
u-my ;  Caracalla  began  to  reign  alone,  wept 
ibr  the  death  of  his  brother,  whom  he  had 
lain  ;  and,  to  carry  his  hypocrify  to  the  utmoft 
:xtreme,  ordered  him  to  be  adored  as  a  god. 

Being  now  emperor,  he  went  on  to  mark  his 
:ourfe  with  blood.  Whatever  was  done  by  Do- 
nitian,  or  Nero,  fell  fliort  of  this  monfter's 
jarbaritics.  Lsetus,  who  firft  advifed  him  td 
nurder  his  brother,  was  the  firft  who  fell  a  fa- 
:rifice  to  his  jealoufy.  His  own  wife,  Plautina, 
ibllowed.  Papinian,  the  renowned  civilian, 
W2S  beheaded,  for  refufing  to  write  in  vin- 
lication  of  his  cruelty,  anfwering  the  em- 
>cror*s  requeft,  by  obferving.  That  it  was 
nuch  eafier  to  commit  a  parricide,  than  to  de- 
fend it.  He  commanded  all  governors  to  be 
lain,  that  his  brother  had  appointed,  and  de- 
Iroyed  not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  perfons  who 
lad  adhered  to  his  party.  Whole  nights  were 
pent  in  the  execution  of  his  bloody  decrees; 
md  the  dead  bodies  of  people,  of  all  ranks, 
vere  carried  out  of  the  city  in  carts,  where  they 
vere  burnt  in  heaps,  without  any  of  the  cere- 
Donies  0/  a  funeral.  Upon  a  certain  occafion, 
le  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fet  upon  a  crowded 
ludience  in  the  theatre,  only  for  difcounte- 
lancing  a  ch:\rioteer,  whom  he  happened  to 
favour.  Perceiving  himfclf  hated  by  the  peoplg, 
iW  publicly  faid,  That  he  could  infure  his  owft 
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fafety,  though  not  their  love ;  fo  that  he  nd* 
ther  valued  their  reproaches,  nor  feared  thdr 
hatred. 

This  fafety  which  he  fo  much  built  upbn» 
was  placed  in  the  protedlion  of  his  foldiers.  He 
had  exhaulled  the  treafury,  drained  the  pio- 
vinces,  and  committed  a  thoufand  afts  of  rapt- 
city,  merely  to  keep  them  ftedfaft  in  his  in- 
terefts  ^  and  being  difpofed  to  truft  himfelf  widi 
them  particularly,  he  refolved  to  lead  them 
upon  a  vifit  through  all  the  provinces  of  dM 
empire.  He  firft  went  into  Germany,  wbere^ 
to  oblige  the  natives,  he  drefled  himfelf  in  the 
habit  of  their  country.  From  thence,  he  tnh 
veiled  into  Macedonia,  where  he  pretended  to 
be  a  great  admirer  of  Alexander  the  Great;  and, 
among  other  extravagancies,  caufed  a  ftatue  of 
that  monarch  to  be  made  with  two  faces ;  one 
of  which  refembled  Alexander,  and  the  odicr 
himfelf.  He  was  fo  corrupted  by  flattery,  that 
he  called  himfelf  Alexander  -,  walked  as  he  was 
told  that  monarch  had  walked,  and,  like  binii 
bent  his  head  to  one  (houlder.  Shortly  after, 
arriving  at  Lefler  Afia,  and  the  ruins  of  Troy, 
as  he  was  viewing  the  tomb  of  AcHilles,  he  took 
it  into  his  head  to  refemble  that  hero :  and  oat 
of  his  freedmen  happening  to  die  at  that  time, 
he  ufed  the  fame  ceremonies  that  were  per* 
formed  at  the  tomb  of  Patrodus.  Pafling  from 
thence  into  £gypt|  he  cut  off  numbers  at  oncfi 
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in  the  amphitheatre  at  Alexandria,  only  for 
having  pafled  fome  jefts  ui)on  his  pcrfon  and 
vices.  The  flaughtcr  was  fo  great,  that  the 
ftreams  of  blood,  flowing  down,  difcoloured 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Nile. 

Going  from  thence  into  Syria,  he  invited 
Artabanus,  king  of  Parthia,  to  a  conference, 
dcfiring  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  pro- 
mifing  him  the  mod  honourable  proteftion.  Ih 
confequence  of  this,  that  king  met  him  on  a 
^acious  plain,  unarmed,  and  only  attended 
with  a  vaft  concourfe  of  his  nobles.  This  was 
what  Caracalla  delired.  Regardlefs  of  his  pro- 
niife,  or  the  law  of  nations,  he  inftantly  fur- 
rounded  him;,  with  armed  troops,  let  in  wild 
beads  among  his  attendants,  and  made  a  mod 
terrible  flaugbter  among  them,  Artabanus  him- 
fclf  efcaping  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  For 
this  vile  treachery,  he  obtained  from  the  fenate 
the  furname  of  Parthicus. 

Upon  his  return  towards  Rome,  it  would 
fcem  as  if  his  vices  were  inexhauftible ;  for^ 
having  been  guilty  of  parricide,  he  now  re- 
folved  to  marry  the  mother  of  Geta,  whom  he 
had  flain.  It  happened  that  one  day,  feeing 
,  her  drop  her  veil,  which  difclofed  her  naked 
bofom,  which  was  extremely  beautiful,  he  told 
her.  That  he  would  pofliefs  thofe  charms  he  be- 
held, if  it  were  lawful.  To  this  unnatural  re- 
i^ueft,  fhe  hcfitated  not  to  anfwer.  That  he 
P  d  4  might 
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ip^ht  enjoy  al)  things,  who  pofleflo)  iIK 
'Whereupon,  fcctlng  afide  all  duty  and  refpc^ 
for  his  deceafed  f§ther,  he  celebrated  his  nup- 
tials lyith  her  in  public,  totally  difrcg^ing  ^ 
(cenfures  and  the  farcafms  of  mankind. 

However,  though  }ie  difregarded  (hame,  be 
was  not  infenfible  to  fear.  He  was  ever  uor 
pafy,  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  being  univerfidly 
hated:  and  was  continually  cpnfulting  aftrbb*. 
gers  concerning^  what  death  he  fhould  dicv 
Among  others,  he  fent  one  of  his  confidanlii 
flamed  Matemianus,  with  orders  to  confide  al) 
|the  aftrologers  in  the  city  concerning  Iii^  end. 
Maternianus  conlidered  this  as  a  proper  timp 
to  get  rid  of  Macrinus,  the  emperor's  princi- 
pal commander  in  MelTopocamia,  a  man  wbq 
was  daily  fupplanting  him  in  his  mailer's  fa* 
your.  He,  therefore,  informed  him  by  letter, 
as  if  from  the  aftrologers,  that  Macrinus  had 
a  defign  againft  his  life ;  and  they  confe* 
quently  advifed  him  to  put  the  confpirator  to 
fdeath.  This  letter  was  fent  fealed,  and  made 
up,  amongft  many  others,  to  be  conveyed  wth 
the  greater  fccrecy,  and  delivered  to  the  em- 
peror, as  he  was  preparing  for  a  chariot  race. 
However,  as  it  never  wa$  his  cuftom  to  incer- 
frupt  his  pleafures  for  his  bufinefs,  he  gave  die 
mcquet  to  Macrinus  to  read  over,  and  to  io^ 
jbrm  him  of  the  contents,  when  more  at  leifuie, 
|n  gerufing  thcfc  letters,  when  Macrinus  came 
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%o  that,  which  regarded  himfelf,  he  was  unable 
to  contain  his  furprizc  and  terror.  His  firft 
care  was,  to  rcferve  the  letter  in  queftion  to 
himfelf,  and  to  acquaint  the  emperor  only  with 
the  fubftance  of  the  reft.  He  then  fet  about 
the  moft  probable  means  of  compafllng  his 
death,  by  which  alone  he  could  expeft  any 
iafety.  At  length  he  determined  to  apply  to 
^ne  Martial,  a  m^  of  great  ftrength,  and  a 
centurion  of  the  guards,  who  hated  the  em- 
peror from  various  motives,  particularly  for 
the  death  of  a  brother,  whom  Caracalla  had  or- 
dered to  be  flain.  Him,  therefore,  Macrinus, 
exhorted  to  revenge  his  brother's  death,  by 
killing  the  tyrant,  whjch  he  might  eafily  effedt, 
as  being  always  fo  near  his  perfon.  Martial 
Ijcadily  undertook  the  dangerous  tafk,  being 
willing  to  meet  death  bimfclf,  fo  he  might  ob- 
tain his  defire  of  feeing  the  tyrant  expire  before 
him.  Axrcordingly,  ^  the  emperor  was  riding 
out  one  day,  near  a  little  city  called  Carrie,  he 
happened  to  withdraw  himfelf  privately,  upon 
a  natural  occafion,  with  only  one  page  to  hold 
his  horfe.  This  was  the  opportunity  Martial 
had  fo  long  and  ardently  defired ;  wherefore, 
running'to  him  haftily,  as  if  he  had  been  called, 
he  ftabbed  the  emperor  in  the  back,  fo  that 
hp  died  immediately.  Having  performed  this 
hardy  a^empt.  Martial,  unconcernedly,  re- 
pirned  to  his  troop  \  but  retiring,  by  infenfiblc 
g  ^iegrees, 
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degrees,  he  endeavoured  to  fecure  himielf  bjr 
flight.  *  But  his  compaoions  foon  mifliing  him, 
and  the  page  givbg  information  of  what  had 
been  done,  he  was  purfued  by  the  Gcmna 
horfe,  and  cut  in  pieces. 

During  the  reign  of  this  execrable  tynot^ 
which  continued  fix  years,  the  eoipire  wo 
every  day  declining ;  the  foldiers  were  entirely 
mafters  of  every  eiedion ;  and  as  there  me 
various  armies  in  different  parts^  fo  there  weft 
as  many  interefts  all  oppofite  to  each  oAa^ 
Caracalla,  by  (atisfying  tl^ir  moft  unreaftxabk 
appetites,  deftroyed  all  difcipline  (unong  thell^ 
and  all  fubordination  in  the  ftate.  Howevfir, 
the  conflituuon  of  Rome  at  pre&nt  pfetty  mocb 
refembled  that  of  ancient  Rome;  kings  or 
governors  were  chofen  at  both  times  by  the 
people;  but  in  ancient  Rome,  thofe  pcopb 
were  but  occafionally  foldiers ;  in  the  bncr 
empire,  they  were  foldiers  by  profefCon, 
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Oppillius  Macrinus,  the  Twenty-third  Em- 
PEHOR  of  Rome. 

-  X  HE  foldiers,  now  without  an  emperor,  U.C.970. 
after  a  fufpence  of  two  days,  fixed  upon  Ma-  ^.0.2 17. 
crinus,  who  took  all  poflible  methods  to  con- 
ceal his  being  privy  to  Caracalla's  murder. 
The  fenatc  confirmed  their  choice  (hortly  after  ; 
and  likewife  that  of  his  fon  Diadumenus, 
vhom  he  took  as  a  partner  in  the  empire. 
Macrinus  was  fifty-three  years  old  when  he 
entered  upon  the  government  of  the  empire. 
He  was  of  obfcure  parentage ;  fome  fay,  by 
birth  a  Moor,  who,  by  the  mere  rotation  <tf 
office,  being  made  firft  prasfeft  of  the  praetorian 
bands,  was  now,  by  treafon  and  accident,  called 
to  fill  the  throne.  We  are  told  but  little  of 
this  emperor,  except  his  engaging  in  a  bloody 
though  undecided  battle,  with  Artabanus,  king 
of  Parthia,  who  came  to  take  vengeance  for 
the  injury  he  had  fuftained  in  the  late  reign  ; 
however,  this  monarch,  finding  his  real  enemy 
dead,  was  content  to  make  peace,  and  return- 
ed into  Parthia.     Somediing  is  alfo  laid  of  the 

feverity 
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fcvcrity  of  this  emperor's  difcipline ;  for  to  fuch 
a  pitch  of  licentloufnefs  was  the  Roman  army 
now  arrived,  that  the  moft  fevere  punifhinents 
were  unable  to  reftrain  the  foldiers  ^  and  yet 
the  moft  gentle  inflidtions  were  looked  upon  as 
feverity.  It  was  this  rigorous  difcipline,  to- 
gether with  the  artifices  of  Mofa,  grand-mother 
to  Heliogabalus,  the  natural  fon  of  Caracalla, 
that  caufed  the  emperor's  ruin*  Ileliogabalus 
was  prieft  of  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  S0D9 
in  Emefa,  a  city  of  Phasnicia,  and  though  but 
fourteen  years  old,  was  greatly  loved  by  the 
army,  for  the  beauty  of  his  perlbn,  and  the 
memory  of  his  father,  whom  they  ftill  confider- 
cd  as  their  greateft  bcnefaftor.  This  was  Sxtk 
perceived  by  the  grand-mother,  who  being 
very  rich  in  gold  and  jewels,  gave  liberal  pre- 
fents  among  them,  while  they  frequendy  re- 
paired to  her  temple,  both  from  the  garriloQ 
in  the  city,  and  the  camp  of  M^icrinus.  This 
intercourfe  growing  every  day  more  frequent, 
and  the  foldiers  being  difgufted  with  the  feveri- 
ties  of  their  prefent  emperor  Macrinus,  they 
began  to  think  of  placing  Heliogabalus  in  his 
ftead.  Accordingly,  fending  for  him  to  their 
camp,  he  was  immediately  proclaimed ;  and 
fuch  were  the  hopes  of  his  virtues,  that  all  men 
began  to  afFeft  his  interefts. 

Macrinus,  who  at  this  time  was  purfuing  his 
ple^fures  at  Antioch,  gave  but  little  attcntior% 
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to  the  (irll  report,  only  fending  his  lieutenant 
Julian,  with  fome  legions,  to  quell  the  infur- 
rcdlion.  However,  thefe,  like  the  reft,  foon 
declared  for  Heliogabalus,  and  flew  their  ge- 
neral. It  was  then  that  Macrinus  found  he 
had  treated  the  rebellion  too  flightly ;  he  there- 
fore refolved,  with  his  fon,  to  march  direftly 
againft  the  feditious  legions,  and  force  them  to 
dieir  duty.  Both  parties  met  on  the  confines 
of  Syria ;  the  battle  was  for  fome  time  furious 
and  obftinate ;  but  at  laft,  Macrinus  was  over- 
thrown, and  obliged  to  feek  fafety  by  flight. 
His  principal  aim  was  to  get  to  Rome,  where 
he  knew  his  prefence  was  deflred ;  wherefore^ 
he  travelled  through  the  provinces  of  Afia 
Minor,  with  the  utmofl:  expedition  and  privacy, 
but  unfortunately  fell  fick  at  the  city  of  Chal- 
cedon.  There  thofc  who  were  fent  in  purfuit, 
overtook,  and  put  him  to  death,  together  with 
his  fon  Diadumenus,  after  a  fliort  reign  of  one 
year  and  two  months* 
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Heliogabalus^   the   Twenty-fourth   EmpeioI 
of  Rome. 


T 


U.C.97 1 .  X  HE  fenate  and  citizens  of  Rome  being  olv 
*  *  liged  to  fubmit  to  the  appointment  of  the  army^ 
as  ufual,  Heliogabalus  afcended  the  throoe,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen.  One  at  ib  early  an  age^ 
invelled  with  unlimited  power,  and  furrounded 
with  flatterers,  could  be  expcfted  to  aft  only  as 
thcfe  thought  proper  to  direft.  This  young 
emperor  was  entirely  led  by  them ;  and  being 
fenfible  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  indulge  all 
his  appetites,  he  ftudied  only  their  gratification. 
As  he  is  defcribed  by  hiftorians^  he  appears,  a 
monfter  of  fcnfuality.  But  little  better  could 
be  expefted  from  an  emperor  of  fourteen,  let 
loofe  from  every  reftraint.  His  Ihort  life,  there- 
fore, is  but  a  tiflue  of  effeminacy,  luft,  and 
extravagance.  He  married,  in  the  fmall  fpacc 
of  four  years,  fix  wives,  and  divorced  them  all. 
This  was  not  the  worft  ;  he  took  upon  himfclf 
the  quality  of  a  woman,  and  married  one  of  his 
officers ;  after  that,  he  took  for  hufband,  one 
Hicrocles,  a  flave,  whom  he  fuffcred  to  beat 
him  feverely  when  he  was  guilty  of  any  excels; 
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1  which  he  endured  with  great  patience,  fay- 
)g,  that  a  wife  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  her 
ufband.  He  built  a  temple  to  the  Sun,  and, 
filing  that  his  god  Ihould  have  a  wife  as  well 
s  himfclf,  he  married  him  to  Pallas,  and,  fhort- 
f  after,  to  the  Moon,  His  palace  was  a  place 
f  rendezvous  for  ^11  the  proftitutes  of  Rome, 
•hom  he  frequently  met  naked,  calling  them 
is  fellow-foldiers,  and  companions  in  the  field. 
le  was  fo  fond  of  the  fex,  that  he  carried  his 
lother  with  him  to  the  fenate-houfe,  and  de- 
manded that  fhe  (hould  always  be  prefent  when 
matters  of  importance  were  debated.  He  even 
rent  fo  far  as  to  build  a  fenate-houfe  for  wo- 
men, with  fuitable  orders,  habits  and  diftinc- 
lons,  of  which  his  mother  was  made  pre/ident» 
rhey  met  feveral  times  ;  all  their  debates  turn- 
(ig  upon  the  falhions  of  the  day,  and  the  dif- 
crent  formalities  to  be  ufed  at  giving  and  re- 
eiving  vifits.  To  thefe  follies  he  added,  great 
ruelty,  and  boundlefs  prodigality ;  fo  that  he 
yas  heard  to  fay,  that  fuch  difhes  as  were  cheap- 
Y  obtained,  were  fcarce  worth  eating.  His 
uppers,  therefore,  generally  coft  fix  thoufind 
Towns,  a;id  often  fixty  thoufand.  He  always 
Ircft  in  cloth  of  gold  and  pwrplc,  enriched  with 
precious  ftones,  and  yet  never  wore  the  fame 
jabit  twice.  His  palace,  his  chambers,  and  his 
)cds,  were  all  furniflied  of  the  richeft  fluffs, 
»vered  wich  gold  and  jewels.     Whenever  he 
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took  horfe,  all  the  way  between  his  apartment 
and  the  place  of  mounting,  was  covered  wkH 
gold  and  filver  dufl:  ftrewn  at  his  approadL  Id 
fhort,  all  his  government,  adHons,  drefs;  sani 
furniture,  tfeftiSed  the  extravagant  fbUy  of  i 
vicious  boy.    Thus  he  ^as  feefi  at  obe  dmd 
driving  elephants  yoaked  to  his  chariot  i  « 
another,  maftifF  dogs ;    at  one  time  he  was 
drawn  by  lions;  at  another,  by  four  nakeJ 
women.    He  was  fo  extravagantly  whimficaj^ 
that  he  caufed  a  colle&ioh  to  be  made  of  ten 
thoufand  pound  weight  of  fpiders,  to  be  t 
tcftimony  of  the  magnitude  of  the  city*    He 
would  invite  guefts  to  fupper  in  the  fame  fpirit 
of  abfurdity ;  thus  he  gave  a  feaft  to  eight  old 
men,  eight  bald  men,  eight  blind  men  of  one 
eye,  eight  lame  with  the  gout,  eight  deaf  men, 
eight  blacks,  and  eight  fo  fat  that  they  could 
fcarce  fit  at  the  fame  table.    Thcfc  were  the 
tricks  of  a  child,  and  might  pafs  for  harmlds 
follies,  had  he  not  united  malevolence  with 
every  entertainment.     He  was  often  fccn  to 
fmother  his  guefts  in  rooms  filled  with  rofcs; 
and  terrify  them  by  letting  loofe  wild  beafis 
among  them,  previoufly  deprived  of  their  teeth 
and  claws.     It  is  even  (aid,  he  ftrove  to  foretd 
what  was  to  happen,  by  infpeding  the  entrails 
of  young  men  facrificed  -,    and  that  he  chdc 
the  moft  beaOtiful  youths  throughout  Italy,  to 
be  fUin  for  that  horrid  purpofe. 

Thcfc 


The  empire  of  rome.  417 

Thefc  cxccflcs  were  foon  perceived  by  his 
^rand-mother  Mxfa,  whofe  intrigues  had  firft 
railed  him  to  the  throne,  fo  that  fhe  thought  to 
leflen  his  power  by  dividing  it.     For  this  pur- 
pofe,  under  a  pretence  of  freeing  him  from  the 
cares  of  public  bufmefs,  fhe  perfuaded  him  to   . 
fdopt  his  coufin-german,    Alexander,   as  his 
iiicceflbr;  and  likewife  to  make  him  his  partner 
in  the  confiilfhip.     Heliogabalus,  having  thus 
kaifed  his  coufm,    had  fcarce  given  him  his 
power,  when  he  wifhed  again  to  take  it  away  ; 
but  the  virtues  of  this  young  prince  had  fo 
ereatly  endeared  the  people  and  the  army  to 
tim,  that  the  attempt  had  like  to  have  been  fa- 
tal to  the  tyrant  himfelf.    The  prsetorian  fol- 
ders mutinying,  attempt^  to  kill  him,  as  he  ^ 
was  walking  in  his  gardens,  but  he  efcaped,  by 
hidbg  himfelf  from  their  fury.      However,  « 
upon  returning  to  their  camp,  they  continued 
the  fedition,  requiring  that  the  emperor  (hould 
remove  fuch  perfons  from  about  him,  as  opprelt 
the  fubjeft,  and  contributed  to  contaminate  him. 
They  required  alfo  the  being  permitted  to  guard 
the  young  prince  themfelves*;  and  that  none  of 
the  emperor's  favourites  or  familiars  (hould  ever 
be  permitted  to  con  vcrfe  with  him.  Heliogabalu^ 
was  reluftantly  obliged  to  comply ;  and  con- 
fcious  of  the  danger  he  was  in,   made  prepa- 
rations for  death,  v/ken  it  fhould  arrive,  in  a 
manner  truly  v/himfical  and  peculiar.  He  built 
Vol.  it.                      E  e                    a  lofty 
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d  lofty  tdwer,  with  Iteps  of  gold  and  pMrl^ 
from  whence  to  throw  himfelf  headlong  in  ode 
of  neccffity.  He  alfo  prepared  cords  Of  pof- 
p!c  fifk  and  gold  to  ftrangle  hiorfelf  ^Ith;  hi 
provided  golden  f><rofds  and  daggers  to  ftsdv 
liimfelf  with  -,  and  poifon  to  be  kept  in  boxfci  df 
emerald,  in  order  to  obtain  what  death  fk  thdk 
beft.  Thus,  fearing  all  things,  but  pardtuiiflf 
fufpicious  of  the  defigns  of  the  fenate,  he  bi- 
nilhed  them  all  out  of  the  city  j  he  ttctt  it- 
tempted  to  poifon  Alexander,  and  fpttid  a  re- 
port of  his  death  •,  but  perceiving  the  Ibldiefs  bfc- 
gin  to  mutiny,  he  immediately  took  him  ih  hi* 
chariot  to  the  camp,  Where  he  only  experienced 
a  freJh  mortification,  by  finding  all  the  accla- 
mations of  the  arrtiy  dircfted  to  his  fucceflfcf. 
This  not  a  litrlc  raifed  his  indignadon,  and 
excited  his  defire  of  revenge.  He  returned 
towards  the  city,  threatening  the  mod  fevcit 
punifliments  againft  thofc  who  had  dtljiteafec! 
him,  and  medicating  frefli  cruelties.  However, 
the  foidicrs  were  unwilling  to  give  him  time  to 
put  his  dcfigns  in  execution  •,  they  folldwed  hiili 
diredlly  to  his  palace,  purfued  him  from  apart- 
ment to  apartment,  till  at  laft  he  was  found  con- 
cealed in  a  privy  ;  a  fituation  ver)'  different  from 
that  in  which  heexpeftcd  todie.  Having  dragged 
him  from  thence  through  the  ftreets,  with  the 
moft  bitter  inveftives,  and  having  difpatched 
him,  they  attempted  once  more  to  iqueczc  his 
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iKimpcred  body  into  a  privy;  but  not  eadly 
•fieding  this  th(y  threw  it  into  the  Tyber,  with 
licavy  weights^  that  none  might  afterwards  find 
9r  gire  it  burial.  This  was  the  miferable  aD4 
%aominioy$  death  of  Heliogabalus,  in  the  eigh- 
totnth  ye^r  of  bis  age,  after  a  deteftable  reigi^ 
^four  years.  His  mother  9lio  was  flain  at  the 
Ipme  time  by  the  foldi^r$ ;  as  well  as  many  of 
the  opprobidus  aflbciates  of  his  criminal  plea- 
fibres;  having  fkakcs  drove  up  their  bodies,  that 
their  deaths  might  be  conformable  to  their  livcsi 
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iXANDER  being,  without  oppofltion,   tJ.C.975. 
4kclared  empefor,  the  fenate,  with  their  ufual   A.D.aii. 
adulation,  were  for  conferring  new  titles  upon 
him ;  but  he  modefUy  declined  them  all,  al- 
Jcdging,  that  titles  were  only  then  honourable     - 
when  given  to  virtue,   not  to  ftation.     This 
outlet  was  an  happy  omeri  of  his  future  virtues; 
and  few  princes  in  hiftory  have  been  more  com- 
mended by  his  cotempofaries,  or  indeed  more 
deferved  commendation.     To  the  moft  rigid 
juftice  he  added  the  greateft  humanity.     He 
loved  the  good,  and  was  a  fcvcre  reprover  of 
£e  2  thig 
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the  lewd  and  infamous.  His  accomplilhmenc^ 
were  equal  to  his  virtues*  He  was  an  excellent 
mathematician,  geometrician,  and  mulician;  be 
was  equally  fkilful  in  painting  and  fculpture ; 
and  m  poetry,  few  of  his  time  could  equal  him« 
In  (hort,  fuch  were  his  talents,  and  fuch  the  fo- 
lidity  of  his  judgment,  that,  though  but  firteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  coirfidered  as  a  wife  M 
man. 

The  firfl  part  of  his  reign  was  (pent  in  a  re* 
formation  of  the  abufes  of  hisipredeccflbr.  He 
reftored  the  fenators  to  their  rank ;  nothing  be- 
ing undertaken  without  the  moft  fage  advifers»* 
and  moft  mature  deliberation.  Among  the 
number  of  his  advifers,  was  his  mother  Mam- 
masa,  a  woman  eminent  for  her  virtues  and  ao- 
complilhmcnts,  and  who  made  ufe  of  her  power 
as  well  to  fecure  her  fon  the  affeftions  of  his 
fubjefts,  as  to  procure  them  the  mod  juft  admi- 
niftration.  Among  his  minifters  of  (late,  the 
principal  were,  Ulpian,  the  celebrated  lawyer ; 
and  Sabinus,  the  fenator,  who  was  called  the 
Cato  of  hb  time.  Merit  only  was  the  pafTport 
to  his  protedtion ;  he  would  never  permit 
offices  or  places  to  be  purchafed  for  money ;  it 
being  a  frequtrnt  maxim  with  him,  that  he  who 
bought  art  office,  muft  confequently  be  a  feller 
of  juftice.  "  I  cannot,"  he  would  fay,  *'  bear 
''  to  fee  merchants  in  authority ;  if  I  firft  allow 
•*  them  to  be  fuch,  I  cannot  after  condemn  their 
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■**  condud:  for  how  could  I  punifh  the  pcribn 
**  who  fold,    when  I  permitted  him  .to  be  a 
««  buyer  ?"  He  was,  therefore,  a  rigid  punifher 
pf  fuch  magiftrares  as  took  bribes,  faying.  That 
it  was  not  enough  to  deprive  fuch  of  their 
places;  for  their  trufts  being  great,  their  lives, 
in  mofl  cafes,  ought  to  pay  for  a  breach  of 
them.     On  the  contrary,  he  thought  he  could 
never  fufficicntly  reward  fuch  as  had  been  re- 
markable for  their  juftice  and  integrity,  keep- 
ing a  regifter  of  their  names,  and  fometimes 
diking  fuch  of  them  as  appeared  modeft  and 
•  unwilling  to  approach  him,  why  they  were  fo 
backward  ki  dem^ding  their  reward ;  and  why 
they  fuflered  him  to  be  in  their  debt.    In  fliort, 
he  was  obferved  every  day  to  have  done  fbme 
good;  in  which  he  had  the  advantage  of  Titus, 
by  having  a  longer  xeigjj.     His  clemency  ex- 
tended even  to  the  Chriftians,  wJio  had  been 
puniflied  in  the  former  reigns  with  unrelenting 
barbarity.     Upon  a  conteft  between  them  and 
a  company  of  cooks  and  vintners,  about  a  piece 
of  public  ground,  which  the  one  claimed  as  a 
place  for  public  worfhip,  and  the  other  for  ex- 
crcifing  their  refpeftive  trades,  he  decided  the 
point  by  his  refcript,  in  thefc  words :    *'  It  is 
•*  better  that  God  be  worlhipped  th^re  in  any 
«*  manner,  than  that  the  place  (hould  be  put  t^ 
^*  ufcs  of  drunkenncfs  or  debauchery." 

E  «  3  His 
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His  jibiliticis  in  War,  were  not  inferior  to  his 
tiflMuity  in  pciice.     The  empire,  Whidi,  fnm 
the  remiflhefs  land  debauchery  of  the  prccecRiig 
rergns,  now  began  to  be  attacked  on  cTctj 
tide,  wanted  a  peffon  of  vigour  and  conduft  to 
defend  it.     Alexander  faced  the  enemy  whim- 
fcver  the  invtfion  was  moft  formidable,  and, 
!for  a  fhort  time,  deferred  its  rqin.     His  firft 
irxpedition,  in  the  tehth  year  of  his  reign,  wfes 
^gainft  the  Parthians  and  Perfians,  whom  He 
Oppofcd  with  a  powerful  army.    His  Pi^Iarity 
^nd  difctpline  were   tilings  almoft  unknown 
imong  the  dcbaiiched  foldiery-,  his  camp  it- 
lembkd  a  well  regulated  city,  his  foldieis  wot 
well  doathed  and  armed,  and  his  cavalry  pro* 
'perly  mounted ;  to  that  his  army  now  gave  an 
idea  of  Rome  in  its  fplenc'.our.     His  maiHier  of 
living  was  like  that  of  the  meaneft  centinel^ 
whenever  he  dined,  or  fupped,  he  fate  with 
his  tent  open,  that  all  men  might  be  witneflcs 
of  the  frugality  of  his  table.     Succefe  againft 
the  enemy  was  the  reward  of  fo  much  military 
virtue.     The  Perfians  were  routed  in  a  decifive 
engagement,  with  great  (laughter;  die  cities  of 
CteGphon  and  Babylon  were  once  more  taken, 
and  the  Roman  empire  reftored  to  its  former 
limits.     Upon  his  return  to  Antioch,  his  mo- 
ther, Mammsea,  fent  for  the  famous  Origcn, 
to  be  inftrufted  by  him  in  the  principles  of 
phriftianity  j  and  after  difcourfing  with  him  for 

fonr-Q 
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bwp  time  upon  the  fubjc<5l,  difmiCcd  him,  with 
a  proper  f^fcguard,  to  his  native  city  of  Alex- 
andria. About  th^e  fame  time  that  Alexander 
was  vidprious  in  the  Eaft,  Furius  Celfus,  his 
general,  obtained  a  ngoal  vi6lorjr  over  the 
Mauritanians,  in  Africa  j  Varius  Macrinus  was 
fuccefsful  in  Germany,  a;id  Junius  Pjdmacus 
returned  with  conqueft  from  Armenia,  How- 
ever, the  number  of  thdfc  yi'dlorics  only  haftencd 
^e  decliRC.of  the  enipifc,  which  was  wafted 
by  the  exertion  of  >ts  own  (Ire^gth,  and  was 
pow  becoaiing  little  moredian  a  fplendid  ruin. 

About  ihc  thirteenth  ye>ir  of  his  rejgn,  the 
Upper  Germans,  and  other  northern  nations^ 
-  began  to  pour  down  iramenfc  fwarms  of  .people 
upon  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  the  empire. 
They  pafled  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube  with 
(gchfury,  that  all  Italy  was  thrown  into  the 
inaft  extreme  confteroation.     Tiie  enoperor, 
.ever  ready  to  ex|X)fe  his  perfon,  for  the  fafecy 
of  his  people,  made  what  levies  he  could,  and 
went  in  perfon  to  ftem  the  torrent,  which  he 
fpeedily  cffcdcd.    It  was  in  the  couric  of  his  fuc- 
ccffcs  againft  the  enemy,  that  he  was  cut  off  by 
a  mutiny  among  his  own  foldiers.    The  legions 
encamped  about  Moguntia,  having  been  abo- 
minably corrupted,  during  rhe  reign  of  Hclio- 
gabalus,  and  trained  up  in  all  kinds  of  rapine 
and  difobedience,  required  the  moft  ftrift  com- 
mand.    Alexander  could  neither  endure  their 
Ec  4  tumultuary 
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tumultuary  obedience,    nor  they  his  regul^ 
difciplme.    His  own  faults,  and  thofe  of  his 
mother  Mammsea,  were  objeftied  againft  hinu 
They  openly  exclaimed.  That  they  were  go- 
verned by  an  av^cidvts  woman,  and  a  mean- 
fpirited  boy,  and  refolved  upon  clefting  an 
emperor,  capable  of  ruling '  alone.     In'  this 
general  revolt,  Maxlmin,  an '  old  and  experi- 
enced commander,  held  frequent  conferences 
with  the  foldiers,  and  enflamed  the  feditioQ^ 
At  length,  being  determined  to  diipacch  their 
prefent  emperor,  they  fent  an  executioner  int6 
his  tent,  who  immediately  {truck  off  his  kead ; 
and,  Ihortly  after,  that  of  his  mother*    He 
died  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  after 
a  profperous  reign  of  thirteen  years  ind  nine 
days ;  his  death  proving,  that  neither  virtue  nor 
juftice  can  guard  us  againll  the  misfortunes  of 
this  life ;  and  thfi^t  good  men  are  to  expeft 
their  reward  in  a  place  of  more  equitable  dif- 
tribution. 


C  H  A  P- 
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CHAP-        XXVII. 

I^AxiMiN,  the  Twcnty-fixth  Emperor  of  Rome- 

-•HE  tumults  occafioncd  by  the  death  <rf  U.C.9S8. 
Alexander,  being  appcafed,  Maximin,  who  had  '  *^^^' 
jbcen  the  chief  promoter  of  the  fedition,  was 
chofen  emperor.  This  extraordinary  man, 
Vhofe  character  deferves  particular  attention, 
Was  born  of  very  obfcure  parentage,  being  the 
Ton  of  a  poor  herdfman  of  Thrace.  In  the  be- 
]gihning,  he  followed  his  father's  humble  pro- 
fefEdn,  and  only  exercifed  his  perfonal  courage 
iagainft  the  robbers  who  infefted  that  part  of 
the  country  in  which  he  lived.  Soon  after,  his 
lambition  increafing,  he  left  his  poor  cmploy- 
tnent,  'and  enlifted  in  the  Roman  army,  where 
he  foon  became  remarkable  for  his  great 
ftrength,  difcipline  and  courage.  This  gigan- 
tic man  was  no  lefs  than  eight  feet  and  an 
half  high  ;  he  had  a  body  and  ftrength  corre- 
fponding  to  his  fize,  being  not  lefs  remarkable 
lor  the  magnitude,  than  the  fymmetry  of  his 
perfon.  His  wife's  bracelet  ufually  ferved  him 
for  a  thumb  ring  -,  and  his  ftrength  was  fb 
great,  that  he  was  able  to  draw  a  carriage 
which  two  oxen  could  not  move*  HccouH 
'^  ^  ftrike 
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ftrikc  out  a  horfe*s  teeth,  with  a  blow  of  his 
fift;  and  break  its  thigh  with  a  kick.  His 
diet  was  as  c^raordi/iary  fis  the  reft  of  his 
endowments:  he  generally  eat  forty  pounds 
weight  of  fleih  every  day,  and  drank  fix  gallons 
of  wine,  without  committing  any  debauch  in 
either.  With  a  frame  fo  athletic,  he  was  poP 
&fled  of  a  v^iad  undaunted  in  4anger9  and  ki- 
dier  fearing  nor  regarding  any  num.  Tbc£A 
time  he  was  made  known  wa$  to  the  jcinpccqr 
Severus,  who  was  then  celel:^a£ingjgaxncsofi 
the  birth-day  of  his  fon  Geta.  Maaeimm  wais 
^t  that  time  a  rude  countryman,  .and  xcqueftc4 
the  emperor  to  hfi  permitted  to  contend  &r 
the  prizes  which  were  diftri  buted  to  the  beft 
runners,  wreftlcrs  and  boxers  of  the  arioy. 
Severus,  unwilling  to  infringe  the  xniiitary  dif- 
cipUne,  would  not  permit  him  at  firft,  as  l]ue  was 
a  Thracian  peafant,  to  combat,  except  m\h 
flaves,  againft  whom  his  ftrex^th  appeared 
aftonifhing.  He  overcame  fixxecn  in  ru«ning» 
one  after  the  other :  he  then  kept  up  with  the 
emperor  on  horfeback ;  and  having  iatiguod 
him  in  the  courfc,  he  was  oppofed  to  icven  of 
the  mod  aftive  foldiers,  and  overcame  them 
with  the  greateft  eafe.  From  that  time  he  was 
particularly  noticed,  and  taken  into  the  empe- 
ror's body  guard,  in  which  his  afliduity  and 
prompt  obedience  were  particularly  remark* 
tblc.    In  the  reign  of  Caracalla,  he  was  nude 
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H'ccnturion,  and  diftinguHhed  himfelf,  in  that 

Hvtion,  by  his  ftri&  attention  to  the  morals 

•nd  diic  ipline  of  thofe  be  commanded.     When 

made  a  tribune,  he  ftill  retained  the  hardjr  fun- 

]4icity  of  his  life  $  eat  as  the  meaneft  centinel ; 

ipOK  whole  days  in  exercifiog  the  troops  ;  and 

^vould  now  and  then  himiirlf  wreftle  wkh  eight 

lOr  ten  of  the  ftron^ft  men  in  the  army,  whom 

lie  threw  with  Icarce  any  efiort.  Being  thus  be* 

x:omc  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  men  in  the 

'empire,  both  for  courage,  difcipline  and  per* 

fonal  aftivity,  he  gave,  (hortly  after,  a  vary 

fiigh    inftance  of  his  unfhakcn  fidelity :  for 

^hen  MacrinuB  was  made  emperor,  he  refufed 

to  fcrve  under  a  prince  that  had  betrayed  his 

Ibfereign  -,  and  retired  to  Thrace,  his  native 

country,  where  he  followed  commerce,  and 

purchafed  fome  lands,  content  with  privacy 

radier  than  a  guilty  dependance.     Upon  the 

pcceflion  ofHeliogabalus  tt>  the  throne,  this 

%old  veteran  once  more  returned  to  the  army, 

l>ut  was,  in  the  very  beginning,  diigulled  at  the 

Iftfc  «fieminacy  of  the  emperor ;  who,  hearing 

pmazing  in(tailces  of  his  ftrength,  afked  him,  if 

be  were  equally  capaUe  in  combats  of  another 

nature.     This  lewd  demand  was  fo  little  fuit- 

ablc  to  the  temper  of  Maximin,  that  he'  inftant- 

}y  left  the  court.     Upon  the  death  of  Helio- 

gabalus,  he  again  returned  to  Rome,  and  was 

fcccived  with  great  kindnefs  by  Alexander, 

Vfho 
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who  particularly  recommended  him  to  the  S>> 
nace,  and  made  him  commander  of  the  fbuith 
legion,  which  confifted  of  new  raifed  ibldierL 
Maximin  gladly  accepted  of  this  charge^  and 
performed  his  duty  with  great  exaftneisaod 
fuccefs,  fetting  an  example  of  virtue  and  diid- 
pline  to  all  the  commanders  of  the  army.  Nor 
was  his  valour  le(s  apparent  againft  the  Ger- 
mans,  whither  he  was  fent  with  his  legion  i  fo 
that  he  was  unanimoufly  conlidered  as  the  bold- 
eft,  braveft,  mod  valiant  and  mod  virtuous 
ibldier  in  the  whole  empire*  He  fooo,  how* 
ever,  forfeited  all  thefe  j  uftly  merited  titles  when 
'  he  was  raifed  to  the  throne  *,  and,  from  beii^ 
the  moft  loved  commander  in  the  army,  he 
became  the  moft  cruel  tyrant  upon  earth.  The 
change  in  his  difpofition  may  readily  ferve  to 
Ihew  how  dangerous  a  thing  is  power,  that 
could  transform  a  perfon  with  fo  many  rigid 
virtues  into  fuch  a  monfter  of  iniquity.  Yet, 
in  faft,  his  former  virtues  were  all  of  the  ftvcjc 
and  rigid  kind  ;  which,  without  any  education 
might  very  eafily  degenerate  into  tyranny  -,  fi) 
that  he  might  have  miftaken  his  fucceeding 
cruelty  for  difcipline,  and  his  feverity  for  juf- 
tice.  However  this  be,  Maximin  is  confidered 
as  one  of  the  greaieft  monfters  of  cruelty  that 
ever  difgraced  power ;  and,  fearful  of  nothing 
himfclf,  he  fccmed  to  Iporc  with  the  terrors  of 
all  mankind. 

Maximia 
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Maximin  feeing  himfelf  advanced  to  fo  high 
t  ftation  as  the  empire,  began  immediate!/ 
by  endeavouring  to  force  obedience  from  every 
rank  of  people,  and  by  vindicating  his  authority 
by  violence.  The  fenate  and  people  of  Rome 
were  the  firft  that  incurred  his  rcfcntmcnt. 
They  utterly  refufing  to  confirm  the  eleftion  of 
the  army,  he  was  the  firft  emperor  who  reigned 
without  their  concurrence  or  approbation. 
However,  he  feemed  rcgardlcfs  of  their  oppo-  ' 
£tion,  proceeding  to  fecure  his  eledion  by 
putting  all  fuch  to  death  as  had  been  raifed  by 
his  predeceflbr.  The  Chriftians  alfo  having 
found  favoiirs  in  the  former  reign,  felt  the 
Weight  of  his  refentment,  and  were  perfecuted 
in  leveral  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly  in 
thofc  where  he  himfelf  refided.  His  cruelty 
likewife  extended  to  the  rich,  whofe  lives  and 
eftates  became  a  frequent  facrificc  to  avarice 
and  fuipicion.  But  what  appears  ftill  a  more 
extraordinary  inftance  of  his  cruelty,  being 
afhamed  of  the  meannefs  of  his  extraction,  he 
commanded  all  fuch  as  were  beft  acquainted 
with  him  and  his  parentage  to  be  flain,  although 
there  were  fome  among  the  number,  that  had 
relieved  him  in  his  low  condition. 

However,  his  cruelties  did  not  retard  his  mi- 
litary operations,  which  were  carried  on  with 
a  fpirit  becoming  a  better  monarch.  He  over- 
threw the  Germans  in  feveral  battles,  wafted 
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all  their  country  with  fire  and  fword  for  fbuf 
hundred  miles  together^  and  fet  a  refekitioa 
of  Aibduiog  aH  the  northern  naibns  aa  far  ai 
the  ocean,  in  tbeie  expeditions,  in  order  w 
attach  the  fokUers  more  firnsily  to  him»  he  eih 
creafed  their  pay;  and  in  every  duty  of  the 
camp,  he  himfelf  took  aa  much  pains  as  die 
meaneft  centinel  in  his  army^  fliewsng  lAcredi* 
ble  courage  and  affiduity.  In  every  cngig^ 
menr,  wherever  the  conflid  was  hotteft^  Masr 
inin  was  always  ieen  fighting  there  in  poffiMi^ 
^d  deftroying  all  before  him :  £6r^  being  bn^ 
a  barbarian,  he  con&lered  it  as  bis  duty  to 
combat  as  a  common  foldier,  wluk  be  camr 
manded  as  a  general. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  cruelties  had  fo  alie- 
nated the  minds  of  his  fubjeds,  that  fevenl 
confpiracies  were  fecretly  aimed  agamfthim. 
Magnus,  a  confular  perfon,  and  ibmc  odien^ 
had  plotted  to  break  down  a  wooden  bridge, 
as  loon  as  the  emperor  had  pafied  it,  and  tbui 
to  abandon  him  to  the  enemy.  But  this  being 
difcovercd,  gave  Maidmin  an  opportunity  of 
indulging  his  natural  feverity,  upon  this  fit* 
text  alone,  caufing  above  four  thou£uid  to  bt 
flain.  Shortly  after,  fome  of  Alexander's  old 
foldiers  withdrawing  themfelves  from  the 
camp,  proclaimed  one  Quarcianus  as  emperor, 
who  had  been  lately  dilgufte;!  at  Mazimint 
for  being  difmiffcd  from  employment.    The 

ioldicis, 
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foldicrs,  in  faft,  conftrained  him  to  accept  of 
the  dafigerous  fupcriority  to  tvhich  he  was  cx- 
|)Ofcd ;  ahd  /hortly  after*,  iti  riie  Ipirit  of  the 
fhttes,  the  petfan  who  had  beefi  the  pmrnoret 
of  his  advancement,  murtiered  him  in  hh  bed, 
lind  cafrted  hi3  head  to  Maximin,  who  received 
him  kindly  at  firft,  but  foon  put  him  to  a  ctuel 
death,  for  hi$  Complicated  guilt  of  tteafon  and 
treachery. 

Thefe  partial  infurreftions  were  foon  after 
Allowed  by  a  fpirit  of  general  difcontent 
ttitoughout  all  the  empire.  The  provinces  of 
Africa  were  the  firft  that  Ihewed  their  dctefta- 
tfion  of  the  tyrant,  whofe  extortions  and  cruel- 
ties among  them  were  become  infupportable. 
They  firft  flew  his  procurator,  and  afterwards 
tonfidering  how  dangerous  a  crime  they  had 
committedj  they  rcfolved  to  throw  off  all  ex- 
pedationsof  pardon,  and  create  a  new  emperor. 
Gordian  was  then  proconful  of  Africa,  a  perfott 
of  gre^  fame  for  his  virtftes,  and  greatly  re*- 
▼erenced  for  a  blamelefs  life  of  near  eighty. 
Him,  therefore,  they  determined  to  elcft,  and 
accordingly  the  foldicrs  and  natives  aflembling 
together,  tumultuoufly  entering  his  houfe,  re- 
iblved  to  put  their  dcfign  in  execution.  Gor- 
dian, who,  at  firil,  fuppofed  they  were  come  to 
kill  him,  Ibeing  made  fenfible  of  their  inteh- 
tions,  utterly  refufcd  tlieir  offer,  alledging  hid 
extreme  age,  and  Maximin's  power.  But  all 
a  hi» 
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his  oppofition  was  vain  ;  they  conilraincd  hitli 
to  accept  of  the  proffered  dignity^  and  he, 
with  his  fbn  Gordian,  who  was  forty-fix  years 
of  age,  were  declared  emperors.  Being  thut 
raifedy  contrary  to  his  inclinations^  the  old  nuut 
immediately  wrote  to  the  fenate^  declaring  that 
he  had  unwillingly  accepted  of  the  empire,  and 
would  only  keep  his  authority  till  he  bad  freed 
It  from  the  tyranny  of  its  prcfent  oppre(fi)r. 
The  fcnatc  very  joyfully  confirmed  his  eledion, 
adjuding  Maximin  as  an  enemy  and.a  traitor  to 
the  {late.  The  citizens  alfo  fhewed  an  equal 
zeal  in  the  caule  ;  they  flew  upon  fuch  as  were 
the  reputed  friends  of  Maximin,  and  tore  them 
in  pieces  ;  even  fome  who  were  innocent,  fall- 
ing a  facrifice  to  the  multitude's  blind  ragp. 
So  great  an  alteration  being  made  in  the  city 
againft  the  intcrefts  of  Maximin,  the  fenatc 
were  refolved  to  drive  their  oppofition  to  the 
extreme,  and  accordingly  made  all  ncceflary 
preparations  for  thqir  fecurity,  ordering  Maxi- 
min's  governors  to  be  dilplaced,  and  command- 
ing all  the  provinces  to  acknowledge  Gordiaa 
for  emperor.  This  order  was  differently  receiv- 
ed in  different  parts,  as  people  were  affeded  to 
one  or  the  other  parry  ;  in  fome  provinces  the 
governors  were  flain  •,  in  others,  the  meflcngers 
of  the  fenate  ;  fo  that  all  parts  of  ^thc  empire 
felt  the  confcquenc-s  of  the  civil  wjx. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  when  Maximin  was  in- 
formed of  thefc  charges  againft  him,  his  rage 
appeared  ungovernable.  He  roared  like  a  la- 
vage beaft,  and  violently  ftruck  his  head  againft 
the  wall,  (hewing  every  inftance  of  ungovern- 
able diftraftion.  At  length,  his  fury  being 
fomewhat  fubfided,  he  called  his  whole  army  to- 
gether ;  and,  in  a  let  fpeech,  exhorted  them  to 
revenge  his  caufe,  giving  them  the  ftrongeft 
aflurances.  That  they  Ihould  pofiefs  the  eftatcs 
of  all  fuch  as  had  offended.  The  foldiers  una- 
nimoufly  promifcd  to  be  faithful ;  they  received 
his  harrangue  with  -their  ufual  acclamations ; 
and,  thus  encouraged,  he  led  them  towards 
Rome,  breathing  nothing  but  flaughter  and  re- 
vcnge.  However,  he  found  many  obftacles  to 
his  impetuofity ;  and^  though  he  defired  nothing 
fo  much  as  difpatch,  his  marches  were  incom- 
modious and  flow.  The  tumultuous  and  dif** 
obedient  armies  of  the  empire,  were,  at  pre- 
fent,  very  different  from  the  legions  that  wer<i 
led  on  by  a  Sylla,  or  a  Casfar  j  they  were  load- 
ed with  baggage,  and  followed  by  flaves  and 
women,  rather  refetiibling  an  caftern  caravan^ 
than  a  military  battallion.  To  thefc  inconve- 
niencies  alfo  was  added  the  hatred  of  the  cities 
through  which  he  paffcd,  the  inhabitants  all 
abandoning  their  houfes  upon  his  approach, 
and  fecuring  their  provifions  in  proper  hiding 
places.  However,  in  this  complicatign  of 
Vol.  If.  F  f  iocon- 
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inconveniencies  and  misfortunes,  his  affairs  he- 
gan  to  wear  a  favourable  appearance  in  Africa*, 
for  Capelianus,  the  governor  of  Nuniidia, 
Faifed  a  body  of  troops  in  his  favour,  and 
inarched  againft  Gordian,  towards  Carthage, 
where  he  fought  the  younger  Gordian,  ik« 
him,  and  deftroyed  his  army.  His  £itber  bear- 
ing of  the  death  of  his  fon^  together  with  tbe 
lois  of  the  battle,  ftpangled  himfelf  in  bis  own 
girdle.  Capelianus  purfaing  his  vi&ory,  ca- 
tered Carthage,  where  he  gave  a  loole  to  pil- 
lage and  flaughter,  under  a  pretence  of  reveng* 
ing  the  cauie  of  Maximinc  The  news  of  tbdb 
fuccefles  was  foon  brought  to  the  emperor, 
who  now  increafed  his  diligence,  and  flatteicd 
himfclf  with  a  fpeedy  opportunity  of  revenge. 
He  led  on  his  large  army  by  hafty  joumep 
into  Italy,  threatening  deilru&ion  to  all  his 
oppofers,  and  ardently  wiihing  for  frelh  op- 
portunities of  flaughter. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  conftemation  of 
the  fenate  upon  the  news  of  this  defeat.  They 
now  faw  themfelvcs  not  only  deprived  of  the 
afTiftance  of  Gordian  and  his  ion,  on  whom  they 
greatly  relied,  but  alfo  oppofed  by  two  formi- 
dable tyrants,  each  commanding  a  victorious 
army,  dircftly  marching  towards  Rome,  and 
meditating  nothing  but  vengeance.  In  this 
afflifting  exigence,  they,  with  great  folemnity, 
met  at  the  temple  of  Jupiter,-  and  after  the  molt 

mature 
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tiature  deliberation  chofe  Pupienus  and  Ealbi- 
lus  emperors  conjointly.  Thcfc  were  men  who 
lad  acquired  the  efteem  of  the  public  both  in 
Krar  and  peace,  having  commanded  armies  and 
rovcrned  provinces  with  great  reputation  ;  and 
>eing  now  appointed  to  oppofe  Maximin,  they* 
nade  what  levies  they  could,  botK  in  Rome  and 
he  country.  With  thefc,  Pupienus  marched  to 
top  the  progrels  of  the  invaders,  leaving  the 
:ity  to  a  frefh  and  unlooked  for  calamity.  This 
vas  occafioned  by  two  of  Maximin*s  foldiersi 
vho,  entering  the  fenate-houfe,  were  flain  by 
wo  fenators.  The  death  of  thefe  men  quickly  * 
5avc  offence  to  the  body  of  the  praetorian  fol- 
liers,  who  inftantly  refolved  to  take  revenge^ 
Hit  were  oppofed  by  the  citizens ;  fo  that  no- 
Wng  was  feen  throughout  Rome,  but  tumult^ 
laughter  and  cruelty.  In  this  univerfal  con- 
"ufion  the  calamity  was  increafed,  by  the  fol- 
iiers  fetting  the  city  on  fire,  while  the  wretched 
nhabitants  were  combating  each  other  in  th^ 
nidft  of  the  flames. 

Neverthelefs,  Maximin  himfclf,  in  whofc 
*avour  thefe  feditions  were  promoted,  did  not 
!cem  to  be  more  fortunate.  Upon  being  in- 
formed of  the  new  eleftion  of  emperors,  his 
Fury  was  again  renewed,  and  he  pafied  the . 
Alps,  entering  Italy,  expefting  to  refrelh  his 
Fatigued  and  famiflied  army  in  that  fertile  parr 
[)f  the  country.  •  But  in  this  he  was  entirely 
F  f  2  difap* 
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difappointed  *,  the  fcnate  had  taken  fuch  careM 
remove  all  kinds  of  fuftenance  to  fortified 
places,  that  he  ftill  found  himfelf  reduced  to 
his  former  nccefilties,  while  his  army  began  (d 
murmur  for  want.   To  this  another  difappoint- 
ment  was  added  (hortly  after :  for  approaching 
the  city  of  Aquil^ia,   which  he  expefted  co 
enter  without  any  difHculty,  he  was  aftonifhcd 
to  Bnd  it  prepared  for  the  moft  obftinate  ^^ 
fiftance,  and  refolved  to  hold  out  a  regular 
fiege.     I'his  city  was  well  fortified  and  popu* 
lous,    and  the  inhabitants  greatly  averfe  to 
Maximin's  government ;  but  what  added  ibU 
Hiore  to  its  ftrength,  it  was  commanded  by  two 
excellent  generals,  Crifpinus  and  Menophilus, 
who  Jiad  fo  well  furnilhcd  it  with  men  and 
ammunition,  that  Maximin  found  no  fmall  rc- 
fiftance,  even  in  inverting  the  place.     His  firft 
attempt  was,  to  take  the  city  by  ftorm ;  but 
the  befieged   threw  down  fuch  quantities  of 
fcalding  pitch  and  and  fulphur  upon  his  ibldien, 
that  they  were  unable  to  continue  rhe  aflaulr. 
He  then  determined  upon  a  blockade ;  but  the 
inhabitants  v.cre  fo  rciolute,  that  even  the  old 
men  and  chiKlren  were  feen  combating  upon 
the  walls,  wliilc  the  wom.en  cut  off  their  hair, 
to    turnilh    the    foldiers    with     bow-ftr.ngs, 
Maximin's  ratre,  at  this  unexpected  oppofition, 
was  now  iinr^ovcrnable  :  h;:vinnr  no  enemv  to 
wreck  '-.is  rcrcntir.cr.r  upon,  \x  usrncd  it  againft 

2  .  his 
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his  own  commanders.  He  put  many  of  his 
generals  to  death,  as  if  the  city  had  held  out 
through  their  negleft  or  incapacity,  while  fa- 
mine made  great  depredations  upon  the  reft  of 
his  army.  Nothing  now  appeared  on  either  fide 
to  terminate  the  conteft,  except  the  total  de- 
ftruftion  of  either.  But  a  mutiny  in  Maximin's 
own  army,  a  while  refcued  the  declining  empire 
from  deftruftion,  and  faved  the  lives  of  thou- 
sands. The  foldiers  being  long  harraffed  by 
famine  and  fatigue,  and  hearing  of  revolts  on 
every  fide,  refolved  to  terminate  their  calami- 
ties by  the  tyrant's  death.  His  great  ftrength, 
and  his  being  always  armed,  were,  at  firft,  the 
principal  motives  to  deter  any  from  aflfaffinating 
him ;  but  at  length  having  made  his  guards 
accomplices  in  their  defign,  they  fct  upon  him, 
while  he  flept  at  noon  in  his  tent,  and  flew 
both  him  and  his  fon,  whom  he  had  made  his 
partner  in  the  empire,  without  any  oppofition.  . 
Thus  died  this  moft  remarkable  man,  after  an 
nfurpation  of  about  three  years,  and  in  the 
fixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  Hij  afliduity,  when 
in  humble  ftation,  and  his  cruelty,  when  in 
power,  ferve  very  well  to  evince,  that  there 
are  fome  men,  whofe  virtues  are  fitted  for  ob?- 
fcurity;  as  there  are  others,  who  only  fliew 
themfelvcs  great,  when  placed  in  an  exalted 
Ration.  _ 
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CHAP-      XXVIII^ 

PypiENus  and  BAtciKUs,  making  together  t]|$ 
Twcnty-fcycnth  Emperor  of  Rome. 

U.C.991.  T^ 

.A*D.238.     X  HE  tyrant  being  dead,  and  his  body 

thrown  to  dogs  and  birds  of  prey,  Pupknus 
and  Balbinus  continued  for  fome  time  empe- 
rors without  oppofition.  But  the  practonaq 
Jbldiers,  who  had  long  been  notorious  for  mu- 
tiny and  treafon,  foon  refolved  on  furthrr 
change.  Nor  did  the  diflcntions  between  the 
new  made  emperors  themfclves,  a  little  contri- 
bute to  their  downfall  -,  for  though  both  were 
remarkable  for  wifdom  and  age,  yet  they  could 
not  reftrain  the  mutual  jealoufy  of  each  other's 
power.  Pupienus  claimed  the  fuperiori;/ 
from  his  great  experience ;  while  Balbinus  was 
equally  afpiring,  upon  account  of  his  family 
and  fortune. 

In  this  ill-judged  conteft,  the  praetorian  fol* 
diers,  who  were  the  enemies  of  both,  let  upon 
them  in  their  palace,  at  a  time  when  their 
guards  were  amufed  with  feeing  the  Capitoline 
games.  Pupienus  perceiving  their  tumultuous 
approach,  fcnt,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  for  aflift- 
•■■■'■  ance 
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ance  from  his  colleague  ;  but  he,  out  of  a  cul- 
pable fufpicion,  that  fomething  was  defigned 
againft  himfelf,  reflifcd  to  fend  fuch  of  the 
German  guards  as  were  next  his  perfon.  Thus 
the  feditious  foldiers  found  an  eafy  accefs  to 
both  the  emperors  apartments,  and  dragging 
them  from  the  palace  towards  the  camp,  flew 
them  both,  leaving  their  dead  bodies  in  the 
flreets,  as  a  dreadful  inftance  of  their  fedition. 


CHAP.         XXIX- 

GoRDiAN,  the  Twenty-eighth  Emperor  of  Romb. 


I 


^  N  the  midft  of  this  fedition,  as  the  muti-  V'^^J* 
necTS  were  proceeding  along,  they,  by  accident,  *  "^^  * 
met  Gordian,  the  grandfon  of  him  who  was 
flain  in  Africa,  and  declared  him  emperor  on 
the  fpot.  The  fenate  and  people  had  been 
long  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fuflfcring  their 
emperors  to  be  nominated  by  the  army ;  fo  that 
^11  they  could  do,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  was 
to  confirm  their  choice.  This  prince  was  but 
/ixteen  years  old  when  he  began  his  reign,  but 
his  virtues  feemed  to  compenfate  for  his  want 
of  experience.  His  principal  aims  were,  to 
wiiie  the  oppofing  members  of  the  government, 
F  f  4  and 
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and  to  reconcile  the  foldiers  and  citizens  to 
each  other.  His  learning  is  faid  to  have  been 
equal  to  his  virtues  ;  and  we  are  aflured  that  he 
hac)  fjxty-two  thoufand  books  in  his  library. 
His  rcfpcft  for  Mifuhaeus,  his  governor  and 
inftruftor,  was  fuch,  that  he  married  his  daugh* 
tcr,  and  profitted  by  his  counfels,  in  all  the 
critical  circumftanCcs  of  his  reign. 

The  four  firft  years  of  this  emperor's  reign, 
were  attended  v/ith  the  utmoft  profperity ;  but 
in  the  fifth,  he  was  alarmed  with  accounts  from 
the  eaft,  that  Sapor,  king  of  Pcrfia,  had  furi- 
oufly  invaded  the  confines  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire, and  having  taken  Antioch,  had  pillaged 
Syria,  and  all  the  adjacent  provinces.  Bcfidcs 
the  Pcrfians,  the  Goths  alfo  invaded  the  empire 
on  their  fide,  pouring  down  like  an  inundation 
from  the  north,  and  attempting  to  fix  their  refi- 
dence  in  the  kingdom  of  Thrace.  To  oppoie 
both  thefc  invafions,  Gordian  prepared  an 
army  ;  and  having  gained  fome  vidtories  over 
the  Goths,  whom  he  obliged  to  retire,  he  turn- 
ed his  arms  againft  the  Perfians,  whom  he  de- 
feated upon  leveral  occafions,  and  forced  to 
return  home  with  difgrace.  In  gaining  thefc 
advantages,  Mifitha^us,  whom  he  had  made 
praetorian  prefeft,  had  the  principal  (hare  5 
his  wifdom  direfted  to  fuccefs,  and  his  courage 
infured  it.  But  he  dying  foon  after  (as  it  is 
fuppgfcd  being  poifoned  by  Plilip,  an  Arabian, 
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who  was  appointed  his  fucceflbr)  the  fortunes 
of  Gordian  fecmcd  to  die  with  him.  The  army 
began  to  be  no  longer  fupplied  with  provi- 
(lon  as  ufual ;  murmurs  were  heard  to  prevail, 
and  thcfe  were  artfully  fomented  by  Philip. 
Things  thus  proceeding  from  bad  to  worfe, 
Philip  was,  at  Hrft,  made  equal  in  the  command 
of  the  empire  ;  fhortly  after,  he  was  iftvefted 
with  the  fole  power,  and,  at  length,  finding 
himfelf  capable  of  perpetrating  his  long  medi- 
tated cruelty,  Gordian  was,  by  his  order,  flaii^ 
in  the  twenty-fccond  year  of  his  age,  after  4 
fuccefsful  reign  of  near  fix  years. 


CHAP.        XXX. 

Philip,  the  Twenty-ninth  Emperor  of  Rome. 

X  HILIP,  having  thus  murdered  his  bene-  u.C.996. 
faftor,  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  immediately  A.D.243, 
acknowledged  emperor  by  the  army.  The 
fcnate  alfo,  though  they  feemed  at  firft  to 
oppofe  his  power,  confirmed  his  elcdlion,  and 
gave  him,  as  ufual,  the  title  of  Auguilus. 
He  was  about  forty  years  old  when  he  came 
to  the  throne,  being  the  fon  of  an  obfcure  Ara- 
bian,  who  had  been  captain  of  a  band  of  rob- 
bers.    Upon  his  exaltation,  be  affociated  his 

fon. 
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ion,  a  boy  of  fix  years  of  age,  as  his  partner  ia 
the  empire ;  and,  in  order  to  fecure  his  power 
at  home,  made  peace  with  the  Perfians,  and 
marched  his  army  towards  Rome.  On  his  way^ 
having  conceived  a  defire  to  vifit  his  native 
country  of  Arabia,  he  built  there  a  city  caBed 
Philopolis;  and  from  thence  returning  to 
Rome,  h^  was  received  as  emperor,  and  treat* 
ed  with  all  the  marks  of  fubmiflion,  though 
not  of  joy.  Perhaps  it  was  to  put  die  people 
into  good  humour,  that  he  cauled  the  fectiiar 
games  to  be  celebrated,  with  a  magnificence 
fupcrior  to  any  of  his  predeceffors,  it  being  juft 
a  thoufand  years  from  the  building  of  the  city. 
Upon  occafion  of  thefe  games,  we  arc  told, 
that  both  Philip  and  his  fon  were  converted  to 
Chriftianity.  However  this  be,  a  murderer 
and  an  ungrateful  ufurper,  does  no  great  ho- 
nour to  whatever  opinion  he  may  happen  co 
embrace.  We  have  little  account  of  the  latter 
part  of  his  reign  in  the  wretched  and  muti* 
lated  hiftories  of  the  times  •,  we  only  learn, 
that  the  Goths,  renewing  their  invafioos,  Ma- 
rinus,  Philip's  lieutenant,  who  was  fent  againft 
them,  revolted,  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  de- 
clared emperor.  This  revolt,  however,  wai 
but  of  ftiort  duration  •,  for  the  army  which  had 
raifed  him,  repenting  of  their  rafhnefs,  depolcd 
him  with  equal  levity,  and  put  him  to  death. 
Decius  was  the  pcrfon  whom  Philip  appointed 

I  to 
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to  command  in  the  room  of  the  revolting  gc- 
peral.     The  chief  merit  of  Decius  with  the 
emperor  was,  that  when  Marin  us  had  rebelled, 
he  averred,  in  the  fcnate.  That  the  traitor's 
prefumption  would  be  very  fhortly  his  ruin ; 
Miich,  when  it  happened  accordingly,  Philip 
appointed  him  to  fucceed  in  the  command  of 
ihe  rebellioyd^'army.     Decius,  who  was  a  man 
of  great  fubtlety,  being  thus  entrufted  with  fo 
snuch  power,  upon  arriving  at  the  army,  found 
fhat  the  foldiers  were  refolved  to  inveft  him 
,  with  tl)e  fupreme  authority.     He,  therefore, 
itemed  to  fufier  their  importunities,  as  if  through 
conftraint  *,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  fent  Philip 
TRTord,  that  he  had  unwillingly  aflfumed  the  title 
of  emperor,  the  better  to  fecure  it  to  the  right- 
ful poflefTor ;  adding,  that  he  only  looked  for  a 
convenient  opportunity  of  giving  up  his  pre- 
tenfions  and  title  together.     Philip,  however, 
Jcnew  mankind  too  well  to  rely  upon  fuch  pro- 
iBefiions:  he,  therefore,  got  together  what  forces 
he  could,  from  the  feveral  provinces,  and  led 
them  forward  towards  the  confines  of  Italy. 
However,  the  army  was  fcarce  arrived  at  Ve- 
rona, when  it  revolted  in  favour  of  Decius,  and 
fetting  violently  upon  Philip,  one  of  the  cen- 
tinels,  at  a  blow,  cut  off  his  head-,  or  rather 
cleaved  it  afundcr,  feparating  the  under  jaw 
from  the  upper.  * 

Such 
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Such  was  the  defcrved  death  of  Philip^  io 
the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  after  a  reign  of 
about  five  years;  Decius  being  uiuverially 
acknowledged  as  his  fuccefTor. 


CHAP.        X^CXI. 

ITecius,    the  Thirtieth  Emperor  of  Roui« 

V.  C.       X    H  E    aftivtty  and   wifdom    of   Dcchi^, 

JLD^zld.  fe^^^^d  '"  ^^^^  meafure,  to  ftop  the  hailcn- 

ing  decline  of  the  Roman  empire.     The  (cnatt 

fcemcd  to  think  ib  highly  of  bis  merits^  that 

they  voted  him  not  inferior  to  Trajan ;  and  in- 
deed  he  feemed,  in  every  inftance,  to  coniuk 
their  dignity  in  particular,  and  the  welfare  of  aH 
the  interior  ranks  of  people.  He  among  other 
conceflions,  permitted  them  to  chufe  a  cenfor, 
as  was  the  cuftom  in  the  flourifhing  times  of 
Kome ;  and  Valerian,  his  general,  a  man  of 
juch  ftrlcl  morals,  that  his  life  was  faid  to  be 
a  continual  cenforfliip,  was  chofen  to  that 
dignity. 

But  no  virtucD  could  now  prevent  the  ap- 
proaching downfall  of  the  Hate :  the  oblUnate 
d. routes  between  the  Pagans  and  the  Chriftians 
wiihin  the  empire,  and  the  unceafing  irrup- 
tions of  barbarous  nations  from  without,  en- 

feeblca 
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ftcblcd  it  beyond  the  power  of  a  remedy.  To 
ftop  thefe,  a  perfccution  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
were  now  grown  the  moft  numerous  body  of 
the  peopfc,  was  impolkickly,  not  to  fay  un- 
juftly,  begun  •,  in  which  thoufands  were  put  to 
death,  and  all  the  arts  of  cruelty  tried  in  vain 
CO  leflen  their  growing  numbers. 

This  perfccution  was  fucceeded  by  dreadful 
dcvaftations  from  the  Goths,  particularly  in 
Thrace  and  M^fia,  where  they  had  been  moft 
liiocefsful.  Thefe  irruptions  Decius  went  to 
oppofe  in  perfon,  and  coming  to  an  engagement 
with  them,  flew  thirty  thoufand  of  thefe  barba- 
rians in  one  battle.  However,  being  refolved 
to  purfuc  his  viftory,  he  was,  by  the  treachery 
«f  Gallus,  his  own  general,,  led  into  a  defile, 
where  the  king  of  the  Goths  had  fecrct  infor- 
mation to  attack  him.  In  this  difadvantageous 
fituation,  Decius  firft  faw  his  fon  killed  with  an 
arrow,  and  foon  after  his  whole  army  totally 
put  to  the  route.  Wherefore,  refolving  »oc 
to  furvive  the  lofs,  he  put  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and 
inftantly  plunging  into  a  quagmire,  was  fwal- 
lowed  up,  and  his  body  could  never  after  be 
found.  He  died  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age, 
after  a  fhort  reign  of  two  years  and  fix  months, 
leaving  the  character  of  an  excellent  prince,  and 
one  capable  of  averting  the  deftrudion  of  the 
empire,  if  human  means  could  effeft  it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXII. 
Oallu9,  the  Thirty-firft  Emperor  of  Rone^ 

U^.1004  VTALLUS,  who  had  thus  betrayed  tbe 
*^^**  Roman  army,  had  addrefs  enough  to  get  hioK 
felf  declared  emperor  by  that  part  of  it  which 
furvived  the  defeat ;  he  was  forty-five  years  old 
when  he  began  to  reign,  and  was  defcendedfrom 
an  honourable  family  in  Rome.  He  wu  the 
firft  who  bought  a  dilhonourable  peace  ftom 
the  enemies  of  the  ftate,  agreeing  to  pay  a 
confiderable  annual  tribute  to  the  Goths,  whom 
it  was  his  duty  to  reprefs.  Having  thus  pur- 
chafed  a  fhort  remiflion  from  war,  by  the  dif- 
grace  of  his  country,  he  returned  to  Rome,  to 
give  a  loofe  to  his  pleafures,  regardlds  of  die 
wretched  fituation  of  the  empire. 

Nothing  can  be  more  deplorable  than  the 
ftate  of  the  Roman  provinces  at  that  time. 
The  Goths,  and  other  barbarous  nations,  not 
i^tisBed  with  their  lace  bribes  to  continue  10 
peace,  broke  down,  like  a  torrent,  upon  the 
caftern  parts  of  Europe.  On  the  other  fide, 
the  Perfians  and  Scythians  committed  unheard 
of  ravages  in  Meflbpotamia  and  Syria.     The 

emperor. 
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emperor,  rcgardlcfs  of  every  national  calamity, 
was  loil  in  debauch  and  fenfuality  at  home ;  and 
the  pagans  were  allowed  a  power  of  perfecuting 
the  Chriftians  through  all  parts  of  the  ftate. 
Thefe  calamities  were  fuccceded  by  a  peftilcnce 
from  Heaven,  that  feemed  to  have  in  generad 
Ipread  over  every  part  of  the  earth,  and  which 
continued  raging  for  feveral  years,  in  an  unheard 
«f  manner;  and  all  thefe  by  a  civil  war,  which 
foUowecl  fhortly  after,  between  Gallus  and  bis 
general  ^miliaous,  who^  having  gained  a  vic« 
tory  over  the  Goths,  was  proclaiiped  emperor 
by  his  conquering  army.  -  GfHus  hearing  thisf 
£x>n  roufed  from  the  intoxications  of  pleafure, 
and  prepared  to  oppofe  his  dangerous  rival. 
Both  armies  met  in  Mefia,  and  »  battle  enfued, 
ia  which  ^milianus  was  vifborious,  and  Callus, 
with  hi$  fon»  were  fl»in.  His  death  was  meritedt 
and  his  vices  were  fuch,.  as  to  deferve  the  detef- 
tation  of  pofterity.  He  died  in  the  forty-feventh 
year  of  bis  age,  s^ter  an  unhappy  reign  of  twa 
years  and  four  months,  in  which  the  empirt 
&^Ser^  ioe;qp(eiiible  calamities^ 


CHAR 
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CHAR     xxxiir. 

V  A  L  E  R  I  A  K,  the  Thirty-fccond  Empkeor  of 
Ro  m£. 


JiLi 


F.C.1006  */XL/MILLIANUS,  after  his  viAoryovef 
AJ).253.  Gallus,  expeftcd  to  be  acknowledged  as  cm* 
perbr,  but  he  icon  found  himfelf  mifcnbtf 
difappointed.  -The  fenate  refufed  to  acknow-^ 
ledge  his  claims  %  and  an  army  that  was  ftad- 
oned  near  the  Alps,  chofe  Valerian,  their  own 
commander,  to  fucceed  to  the  throne.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  iEmilian*s  foldiers  began  to 
confidcr  their  general  as  an  obftacle  to  the  uni- 
verfal  tranquility,  and  flew  him,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  mifchirfs  of  a  civil  war. 

Valerian  being  thus  univerfally  acknowledged 
as  emperor,  although  arrived  at  the  age  of 
feventy,  fet  about  reforming  the  ftate  with  t 
fpirit  that  feemed  to  mark  a  good  mind  and  on- 
abated  vigour.  But  reformation  was  then 
grown  almoft  impradicable.  The  difputes  be- 
tween the  pagans  and  Chriftians  divided  the 
empire  as  before,  and  a  dreadful  perfccution 
of  the  latter  cnfued.  The  northern  nations 
over-ran  the  Roman  dominions  in  a  more  for- 
midable manner  than  ever,  and  the  empire  be- 
gan 
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jgan  to  be  ufurpcd  by  a  multitadc  of  petty 
leaders,  each  of  whom,  negleding  the  general 
interefts  of  the  ftate,  fet  up  for  himfelf.    To 
add  tO'  thefe  calamities,  the  Perfians,  under 
their  king  Sapor,  invaded  Syria,  and  coming 
.iiua  Mefbpotamia,  took  the  unfortunate  Vale- 
rian prifbner,  as  he  was  making  preparations 
to  oppofe  them.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  indig- 
.  Aides,  as  well  as  the  cruelties,   which  were 
pra&ifed  upon  this  unhappy  monarch,  thus 
.  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.    Sapor, 
'WC  are  told,  always  ufed  him  as  a  footftool  for 
.ibounting  his  horfe;  he  added  the  bittemefs  of 
vidicule  to  his  infults,  and  ufually  obferved. 
That  an  attitude  like  that  to  which  Valerian 
K was  reduced,  was  the  beft  ftatue  that  could  be 
.  creded  in  honour  of  his  vidory.     This  horrid 
-  life  of  iiifult  and  fufferance  continued  for  feven 
years ;  and  was,  at  length,  terminated,  by  die 
cruel  Perfian*s  commanding  his  prifoner's  eyes 
<o  be  plucked  out,  and  afterwards  cauling  him 
to  be  flead  alive. 


Vol.  II.  C  g  C  H  A  P^ 
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G    H    A    ?•        XXXIV. 
Gali ENVS)  the  Thirty-third  Emperor  of  Romi. 

^cif'  Valerian  being  taken  prifoncr,  as 
A  D.259.  hath  been  juft  mentioned,  Galienus,  his  ibo, 
promifing  to  revenge  the  infult,  was  chofen 
emperor,  being  then  about  forty-ooc  years  oH. 
However  he  foon  difcovered  that  he  foaght 
rather  the  fplendours,  than  the  toils,  of  em- 
pire ;  for  after  having  overthrown  Ingenuus,  a 
commander  in  Pannonia,  who  had  aflfumed 
the  title  of  emperor,  he  fate  down,  as  if  fa- 
tigued with  conqueft,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to 
eafe  and  luxury.  While  the  empire  was  af- 
flidted  throughout  with  peftilence  and  famine*, 
while  the  Germans  over-ran  Rh^a;  while 
the  Allemans  wafted  Gaul ;  while  the  Godis^ 
the  Quadi  and  Sarmatians  poured  forth  from 
their  forefts,  and  carried  dcfolation  over  half 
the  empire  -,  Galienus  remained  in  the  utmoft 
tranquility  at  Rome,  inventing  new  plealures, 
bathing  among  proftitutes,  ftudying  how  to 
prcferve  figs  green  all  the  year  round,  and  di- 
verting himtclf  among  mimicks,  parafites  and 
baffoons.     When  informed  of  the  lofs  of  his 

province^ 
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provinces,  or  the  calamities  of  the  ftate,  he 
\ifually  anfwercd  with  a  jeft  -,  fo  that  his  total  in- 
attention gave  rife  to  a  number  of  rebellions, 
that  divided  the  empire  iilto  a  multitude  of  in- 
dependent fovercigrities. 

It  was  at  this  time,  that  no  Ifefs  than  thirty 
pretenders  were  feen   contending   with    each 
other  for  the  dominion  of  the  ftate,  and  adding 
the  calamities  of  civil-war,  to  the  reft  of  the 
misfortunes  of  this  devoted  empire.     Thefe  are 
generally  knoWn  in  hiftory  by  the  name  of  the 
.Thirty  Tyrants.     Hiftorians  are  divided  as  to     " 
their  number,  names,  and  pretenfions ;  it  only 
appears,  in  the  ill-digefted  accounts  of  thefe 
times,  that  they  were  not  at  all  cotemporary, 
but  fucceeded  each  other  whenever  they  found 
an  opportunity  of  aflerting  their  pretenfions. 
It  will  be  needlefs  to  dilate  upon  accounts  and 
charafters,  that  have  nothing  very  remarkable 
-to  keep  them  from  oblivion  -,  the  names  of  thefe 
ihort-lived  pretenders  will  fuffice.     In  the  caft, 
^  Macrianus,  and  his  two  fons,  iii.     Valens,  iv. 
Pifo,  v.     In  Illyricum,  Aureolus,  vi.    In  Pal- 
myrai  GEdenatus,  vii.  Herod,  viii.  Balifta,  ix. 
Maeonias  x.  Zenobia,  and  her  two  fons,  xiii.  In 
JEgypt,  -^milian,  xiv.  'In  Africa,  Celfus,  xv. 
In  Pannonia,  Regillianus,  xvi.   Ingenuus,  xvii. 
Cenforinus,xviii.  Trcbellianus,  xix.  In  Gaul, 
Pofthumus,  XX.     Viftorinus  xxi.     Pofthumus 
Jiuiior,  XXII.  LoUianus,  xxiii.  Victoria,  xxiv. 
G  g  2  Vido* 
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Vidorinus  Junior,  xxv.  Tecrius,  xxn.  Te- 
trius  Junior,  xzvii.  Cyriades,  xxviii.  Sa* 
tuminus,  xxix.    Marius,  xxx« 

It  may  be  eafily  fuppoied^  that  a  (late,  har* 
rafled  by  fuch  a  number  of  oppofing  interefts, 
and  inimical  armies,  was  in  the  mod  dreadfid 
fituation  ^  and  accordingly  we  find,  throdghall 
parts  of  the  empire,  nothuig  but  rapine,  mur- 
der  and  defolacion;  the  goverrnnenc,  like  a 
mighty  ruin,  dropping  by  piece-meal  on  die 
beads  of  thofe  it  was  originally  railed  Co  pio- 
te£i:,  and  threatenfaig  every  moment  univer&l 
deffaru&ion.  In  this  general  calamity,  Gali- 
enus,  though  at  ftrft  feemingly  infeofible,  wai^ 
at  length,  obliged,  for  bis  own  private  iecu- 
rity,  to  take  the.  field,  and  led  an  army  to 
befiege  the  city  of  Milan,  which  had  been 
taken  by  one  of  the  thirty  ufurping  tyrants.  It 
\v2is  there  he  was  flain  by  his  own  ibidiers, 
Martian,  one  of  his  genejrals,  having  con^ired 
againft  liim. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXV. 
CtAui^iut,  thi^  Thirty-ibuith  Emperor  oFRome. 


HE  death  of  Galicnus  proved  very  ad-  ^^^f^* 
imicaigeous  to  the  empire,  and  gave  a  general  A.D«268. 
ftadafzGtion  to  all,  except  his  foldiers,  who 
hoped  to  reap  the  reward  of  their  treachery  by 
At'  plunder  of  Milan.  But  being  fruftrated  by 
dide  expectations,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  kept 
vvfchin  bounds,  by  the  largefTes  of  Martian, 
Fhvius  Claudius  being  nominated  to  fucceed, 
vrUjoyfblly  accepted  by  all  orders  of  the  ftate, 
tiid  his  title  confirmed  by  the  fenate  and  the 
people* 

We  are  not  fufSciently  aflured  of  this  empe- 
ffor^s  lineage  and  country.  Some  affirm  that 
fee  was  born  in  Dalmatia,  and  defcended  from  an 
ancient  family  there ;  others  aflcrt,  that  he  was 
a  Trojan ;  and  others,  (till,  that  he  was  fon  to 
the-  emperor  Gordian.  But,  whatever  might 
have  been  his  defcent,  his  merits  were  by  no 
means  doubtful.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
valour  and  conduft,  having  performed  the 
moft  excellent  fervices  againft  the  Goths,  who 
had  long  continued  to  make  their  irruptions 
Gjg  ?  iotq 
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px&ai  rivals  in  the  tmpktf^  But  on  lui 
f.iiif  hy  as  be  appioachedncar  ttk  citjf  Sinninniy 
is  Psrxxxua,  be  vas  feized  with  a  pcftHtntial 
frrcr,  of  vfaach  he  cicd  iii  a  few  dijs,  cotfae 
grezi  TTgzct  of  his  fobjcds,  and  the  iiTcpanUe 
1q&  of  the  Roman  cmpiie.  Hisreiga,  which 
was  HOC  of  qoixc  two  years  continiiaiioe,  wa 
a£dvc  aodfttcoe&fid ;  and  fuch  is  the  cfaanAer 
gnm  of  him  by  hifiorians,  that  he  is  fiud  tor 
hare  united  in  himieU^  the  modenaMi  cf 
Augufins,  tfaevaloorof  Tr^an»  andtfarpieqr 
cf  Antocioos. 


CHAP.        XXXVT. 
AuKELiAK,  die  Thiitj-fifdi  Emperoe  of  Roms^ 


Immediately  afer  the  death  of 

Claudius,  the  armj  made  unanimous  choice  of 
Aurelian,  who  was  at  that  time  mafter  of  the 
horfe,  and  eftccmcd  the  moft  valiant  com- 
mander of  his  time.  However,  his  promotion 
was  not  without  oppofition,  on  the  part  of  the 
fenace,  as  QuintiUus,  the  brother  of  the  dc* 
ceafed  emperor,  put  in  his  claim,  and  was,  for 
a  while,  acknowledged  at  Rome.  But  his  au- 
thorhy  was  of  verjr  fliort  duration ;  for  find- 
ing himfelf  abandoned  by  thofc  who  at  firft 
I  inftigarcd 
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inftjgated  hiq^^to  declare  for  the  throne,  he 
^fe  to  prevent  the  ieverity  of  his  rival,  by  a 
voluntary  death;  and  caufing  his  veins  to  be 
opened^  expired  after  havii^  reigned  but 
Seventeen  days. 

Aurelian  being  thus  univerfally  acknowleged 
by  all  the  ftates  of  the  empire,  afiumed  the 
commandt  witlr  a  greater  fhare  of  power  than 
his  predecefibrs  had  enjoyed  for  ibme  time  be- 
fore»  This  aftsve  monarch  was  bom  of  mean 
and  oblbure  parentage  in  Dacia,  and  was  about 
fifty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  coming  to 
the  throne.  He  had  fpent  the  early  part  of  his 
life  in  the  army,  and  had  rifcn  through  all  the 
gradations  of  military  duty.  He  was  of  un- 
Ihaken  courage  and  amazing  ftrength ;  he,  m 
one  fingle  engagement,  killed  forty  of  the 
enemy  with  his  own  hand,  and  above  nine 
hundred  at  feveral  different  times.  In  (hort, 
his  valour  and  expedition  were  fuch,  that  he 
was  compared  to  Julius  Caefar ;  and,  in  faft, 
'  ohly  wanted  mildncfe  and  clemency  to  be  every 
way  his  equaL 

The  whole  of  this  cnterprizing  monarches 
reign  was  fpent,  in  reprefling  the  irruptions  of 
the  northern  nations  •,  in  humbling  every  other 
pKtender  to  the  enfpire,  and  punifliing  the 
monftrous  irregularities  of  his  own  fubjeds. 
He  defeated  the  Mcrcomanni,  a  fierce  and  ter- 
rible nation  of  Germany,  t;hat  had  invaded 

•         Italy, 
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Italy  in  three  ieveral  engagemq|ts,  and  at 
length  totally  deftroyed  their  whole  army. 
He  was  not  lefs  fuccefsful  ag^nft  Zenobia, 
the  queen  of  the  Eaft,  a  woman  of  the  nx)ft 
heroic  qualifications,  who  had  long  difclaimed 
the  Roman  power,  and  ellabliihed  an  •mpire 
of  her  own.  To  oppoie  this  extraordinary 
woman,  Aurelian  pafTed  his  army  over  into 
A&a,  and  fupprcfling  all  the  obftruAions  that 
were  oppoftd  againft  him,  he  at  length 
fate  down  before  Tyana,  a  city  of  Capadocia, 
which  feemed  refolved  to  hold  out  againft 
him,  and  a£hiaUy,  for  fome  time>  flopped  his 
prcgrefs*  The  uncxpeded  obftinacy  of  the 
beficgcd,  fervcd  not  a  little  to  enrage  the 
emperor,  who  was  naturally  precipiute  and 
fwrious.  He  vowed,  that  upon  taking  the 
city,  he  would  fo  punilh  the  inhabitants; 
as  not  to  leave  a  dog  alive  among  them. 
After  fome  time  the  city  was  taken :  and 
when  his  whole  army  expected  the  plunder 
of  fo  wealthy  a  place,  and  put  him  in  mind 
of  his  former  proteftations,  he  reftraincd 
their  impctuofity,  and  only  ordered  all  the 
dogs  in  the  place  to  be  deftroyed.  He  after- 
wards pretended  that  he  was  reftrained  from 
fatiating  his  rcfcntment  on  the  inhabitants, 
by  an  apparition  of  the  famous  Appollonius, 
that  warned  him  not  to  deftroy  his  birch- 
place.  This  excufe  was  no  doubt  fiAitk)us  ; 
3  but 
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Hut  we  can  eafily  pardon' falfchood,  when  it  is     — 
brought  to  the  aflfiftance  of  humanity. 

From  Tyana  he  marched  to  meet  the  enemy, 
Vfho  waited  his  approach,  near  the  city  of 
Emefa  in  Syria.  Both  armies  were  very  power- 
ful and  numerous ;  the  one  trained  up  under 
the  moft  valiant  leader  of  his  time ;  the  other 
led  on  by  a  woman,  that  feemed  born  to  con- 
trol* the  pride  of  man.  The  battle  was  long 
and  obftinate ;  viAory  at  one  time  leaned  to 
the  fide  of  the  Afiatics  •,  but  the  perfeverance 
of  Aureliarfs  generals,  at  laft,  carried  the  day* 
The  enemy  was  defeated,  and  Zenobia  was 
obliged  to  fly  to  Palmyra  for  fafety.  But  flie 
^as  foon  purfued  thither  by  the  conqueror, 
who  did  all  in  his  power  to  induce  her  to  fub- 
miflfion ;  but  the  haughty  queen  refufed  his  pro- 
ferred  terms  of  life  and  fecurity  with  fcorn,  rely- 
ing on  the  fuccours  which  (he  expefted  from 
the  Perfians,  the  Saracens,  and  the  Armenians. 
However,  Aurelian's  diligence  funnounted 
every  obftacle;  he  intercepted  the  Perfian 
auxiliaries  and  difperfed  them  -,  the  Saracens 
Ihared  the  fame  fate  •,  and  the  Armenians  were, 
by  plaufible  promifes,  led  over  to  efpoufe  his 
intereft.  Thus  Zenobia,  deceived  in  her  ex- 
pefted  fuccours,  and  defparing  of  relief,  at- 
tempted to  fly  into  Perfia ;  but  was  taken  by  a 
(hofen  body  of  horfc  fcnt  to  purfuc  her.    The 

city 
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GtT  of  FaJmyn  IikewHe  fubmitted  to  the  coo* 
qorror;  andLooginus,  the  celebrated  cntict 
mad  focrcQTj  to  the  quceo,  wis  by  Aurelias's 
cxdcr  put  to  death.  Zenobia  was  Teierved  to 
§pce  his  triumph,  and  was  afterwards  aUoned 
lixh  kods,  aad  fuch^an  income,  as  ferved  to 
xnaimain  her  m  alnnoft  her  former  ipkndor* 

Aurdsan  having  thus  reftored  peace  to  the* 
empire,  endeavoured,  by  the  rigours  of  juftic^, 
to  fating  back  virtue  alfi>.  He  was  very  ftiift 
in  pmifliing  the  crimes  of  the  foldiery}  and  ia 
his  orders  to  his  lieutenants,  infifted  thai  the 
pcafiLms  Ihould  not  be  plundered  upon  any  pre- 
tence; that  not  even  a  grape,  a  gra^i  crflah^ 
or  a  drop  of  oil,  Ihoukl  be  exa6ted  uj^ufttyi 

He  caulrd  a  ibldier  who  had  committed 
adultery  with  his  hofteis,  to  have  his  feet  ded 
to  two  trecs^  forcibly  bent  at  top  to  meet  each 
orhcr ;  which  being  let  loofe,  and  fuddenly  re« 
coilii^,  tore  the  criminal  in  two.  This  was  a 
iSrrerity  that  might  take  the  name  of  cruelty; 
but  the  vices  of  the  times,  in  fome  mealurci  re* 
quired  it.  In  theie  punifhments  inflided  on  the 
guilty,  the  Chriftians,  who  had  all  along  been 
growing  nx)rc  numerous,  were  (harers.  A- 
gainft  ihefe  he  drew  up  feveral  letters  and 
edich,  which  Ihewcd  that  he  intended  a  very 
fcvere  perfccution;  but,  if  we  may  believe  the 
credulous  hiftorians  of  the  dmes,  he  was  de» 
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terred  juft  as  he  was  going  to  (ign  them,  by  a 
thunder-bolt,  which  fell  fo  near  his  peHbn,  that 
)ali  people  judged  him  deilroyed. 

But,  however  Heaven  might  have  interpofed 
on  this  occafion,  it  is  ceruin,  that  his  feverities 
atlaft,  were  the  caule  of  his  deftruftion.  Me- 
neiihus,  his  principal  lecretary,  having  been 
threatened  by  him,  for  ibme  fault,  which  he 
had  conunitted,  beg^  to  confider  how  he 
mig^t  prevent  the  meditated  blow.  For  thii 
purpofe  he  forged  a  roll  of  the  names  of  feveral 
perfons,  whom  he  pretended  the  emperor  had 
marked  out  for  death,  adding  his  own  to 
firengthen  him  in  the  confidence  of  the  party. 
The  fcrole,  thus  contrived,  was  (hewn  with  an 
air  of  the  utmofl  fecrefy  to  fome  of  the  perfons 
concem'd;  and  they,  to  procure  their  iafcty, 
immediately  agreed  with  him  to  deftroythe 
emperor.  This  refoiution  was  foon  put  into 
execution  ;  for  as  the  emperpr  pafled,  with  a 
finall  guard,  from  Uradea,  in  Thrace,  towards 
Byzantium,  the  confpiracors  fet  upon  him  at 
.once,  and  flew  him  with  very  fmall  refinance. 
He  was  flain  in  the  lixtieth,  or,  as  fome  fay, 
the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age,  after  a  very 
aftive  reign  of  almoft  five  years* 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.       XXX  VII. 

Tacitus,  the  Thirty-Cxth  EMPSRoit  of  Rome. 
.C.ioiS.    '  I  ^ 

iJ)-275.     X  H  E  number  of  pretenders  to  the  throne, 
which  had  formerly  infefted  the  empire,  writ, 
by  the  laft  monarch's  aftivity,  fb  entirely  re- 
moved,  that  there  now  feemed  to  be  none  that 
would  even  venture  to  declare  himfelf  a  can- 
didate.   The  army  referred  the  choice  to  the 
fcnate  -,  and,  on  the  other  fide,  the  fenate  declin- 
ed it ;  fo  that  a  fp^ce  of  near  eight  months  clapf- 
ed  in  thefe  interchangings  of  mutual  deference. 
At  length,  however,  the  fenate  made  choice  of 
Tacitus,  a  man  of  great  merit,  and  no  way 
ambitious  of  the  honours  that  were  offered  him. 
Upon  being  folicited  to  accept  the  empire,  he 
at  firft  refiifcd,  and  retired  to  his  country-houfc 
in  Campania,  to  avoid  their  importunities ;  but 
bdng  at  length  prevailed  upon,  he  accepted 
*tlic  reins  of  government,  being  at  that  rime 
fefcnty-five  years  old. 
One  of  the  firft  afts  of  his  government,  was 
t  punifh  thofe  who  had  confpired  againft  the 
lie  emperor.     Particularly  Menftheus,  who 
jNtt  implied  alive,  his  body  being  thrown  to 
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be  devoured  by  wild  beafts.  His  eftate  alfo 
was  confifcatcd  to  the  exchequer-,  and  his 
ready- money,  which  was  confiderable,  applied 
towards  paying  the  army*  During  this  fliort 
reign,  the  fenate  feemed  to  have  a  large  (hare 
of  authoritv,  and  the  hiftorians  of  the  times 
are  one  and  all  liberal  of  their  praifcs,  to  fuch 
emperors  as  were  thus  willing  to  divide  their 
power.  Upon  endeavouring  to  obtain  the 
confuldiip  for  his  brother  Probus,  he  was  re- 
fufcd  it  by  the  fenate,  at  which  he  feemed  no 
way  moved,  but  calmly  remarked  that  the 
fenate  beft  knew  whom  to  chufe.  This  mo- 
deration prevailed  in  all  the  reft  of  his  conduA . 
he  was  extremely  temperate;  hb  table  was 
plain,  and  furniflied  with  nothing  expenfivc ; 
he  even  prohibited  his  emprcfs  from  wearing 
jewels,  and  forbade  the  ufe  of  gold  and  lem- 
broidery.  He  was  fond  of  learnings  and  the 
memory  of  fuch  men  as  had  deferved  well  of 
their  country  -,  particularly  the  works  of  his 
namclake  Tacitus,  the  hiftorian,  were  greatly 
honoured  by  him.  He  commanded  that  they 
fliould  be  placed  in  every  public  library 
throughout  the  empire,  and  that  many  copies 
of  them  fhould  be  tranfcribed  at  the  public 
charge. 

A  reign  begun  with  fuch  moderation  and 
juftice,  only  wanted  continuance,  to  have  made 
the  empire  happy;    but  after  enjoying  the 

empire 


THE. HISTORY    OP 

empire  about  fix  inonths9  he  died  of  a  fever 
in  his  march  to  oppoTe  the  Perlians  and 
Scythians,  who  had  invaded  the  eaftem  pans 
of  the  empire. 


CHAP.        XXXVIIL 

Probus,  theThirty-feventfaEMPBROR  of  Romr. 
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P  O  N  the  death  of  Tacitus,  the  army 
feemed  divided  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor  ; 
one  part  of  it  chofe  Florian,  brother  to  the 
deceafed ;  but  the  majority  were  for  (bone  time 
undetermined.  They  allcdgcd,  in  their  con- 
ferences with  each  other,  the  neceflity  of  chuf- 
ing  one  eminent  for  valour,  honefty,  piety, 
clemency,  and  probity ;  but  the  lall  virtue  be- 
ing that  chiefly  infifted  upon,  the  whole  army, 
as  if  by  common  confent,  cried  out  that  Probus 
fhould  be  emperor.  He  was  accordingly  con- 
firmed in  this  dignity,  with  all  the  ufual  fokm- 
nities  ;  and  Florian,  his  opponent,  finding 
himtelf  deferted,  even  by  thofc  legions  who 
Jiad  promifed  to  (land  up  in  his  lupport,  open- 
ed his  arteries  and  bled  to  death. 

Probus  was  forty-four  years  old  when  he 
Alccnded  tlie  throne,  being  born  of  oobk 
parentage  at  Sirmium  in  Pannonia,  and  bred 

up 
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\ip  a  foldicr  from  his  youth.  He  began  early 
to  diftinguilh  himfclf  for  his  difcipline  aiid 
Valour  5  being  frequently  the  firft  man  that,  in 
befieging  towns,  fcalcd  the  walls,  or  that  burft 
into  the  enemy's  camp.  He  was  equally  re- 
markable for  (ingle  combats,  and  faving  the 
lives  of  many  eminent  citizens.  Nor  were  his 
adtivity  and  courage,  when  elefted  to  the  em^ 
pire,  lefs  apparent  than  in  his  private  ftation. 
Every  year  now  produced  only  new  calamities 
to  the  empire  -,  and  frefc  erruptions  on  every 
fide  threatened  univerfal  dcfblation  :  perhaps  at 
this  time,  no  abilities  except  thofe  of  Probus 
were  capable  of  oppofing  fuch  united  invafion^.  J 

He  flew  with  an  army  to  reprefs  the  Germans 
inGaul^  of  whom  he  flew  four  hundred  thou- 
fand.  He  then  marched  into  Dalmatia,  to  op- 
pofe  and  fubdue  the  Sarmatians.  From  thence 
he  led  his  forces  into  Thrace,  and  forced  the- 
Goths  to  fue  for  peace.  Hey  after  that,  turned 
his  arms  towards  AGa,  fubdued  the  province 
of  Ifauria ;  and,  marching  onward,  conquered 
a  people  called  the  Bkmii;  who,  leaving  their 
native  forefts  of  -Sthiopia^  had  poflefled  them- 
fclves  of  Arabia  and  Judea.  Narfius,  alfo,'  the 
king  of  Perfia,  fabmitted  at  his  approach ;  and 
tpon  his  return  into  Europe,  he  divided  the 
depopulated  parts  of  Thrace  among  its  bar- 
barous invaders:  a  circumftance  that  after- 
wards produced  great  calamities  in  the  empire. 
Vol/.  IK  Hh  His 
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His  diligence  was  not  lefs  confpicuous  m 
fuppreffing  inteftine  commotions.  Saturnius, 
being  compelled  by  the  Egyptians  to  declare 
himfelf  emperor,  was  defeated  and  flain.  Pro- 
culus  alfo,  a  perfon  remarkable  only  for  his 
great  attachment  to  women,  and  who  boaftcd 
in  a  letter,  that,  having  taken  an  hundred 
'  Sarmatian  virgins  prifoners,  he  tkflowcrcd  ten 
of  them  in  one  night,  and  all  the  reft  within  a 
fortnight  -,  this  man,  I  fay,  fet  up  againft  the 
emperor,  but  was  compelled  to  fly,  and  at 
length  delivered  up  by  the  Germans.  At  the 
fame  time,  Bonofus  (who  was  as  remarkable  a 
votary  to  Bacchus,  being  able  to  drink  as  much 
wine  as  ten  men,  without  being  difordcred) 
rebelled,  and,  being  overcome,  hanged  him- 
felf in  defpair.  Probus,  when  he  faw  him, 
immediately  after  his  death,  could  not  avoid 
pointing  at  the  body,  and  faying,  "  There 
hangs,  not  a  man,  but  a  bottle."  But  ftill, 
notwithftanding  every  effort  to  give  quiet  to 
the  empire,  the  barbarians  who  furrounded  i:, 
kept  it  in  continual  alarnis.  They  were  fre- 
quently repulfed  into  their  native  wilds,  but 
they  as  duly  returned  with  frelh  rage  and  in- 
creafed  ferocity.  The  Goths  and  Vandah 
finding  the  emperor  engaged  in  quelling  do* 
meftic  difputes,  renewed  their  accuftomed  in- 
roads, and  once  more  felt  the  punilhment  of 
dieir  prefumption.     They  were  conquered  in 
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fcveral  engagements,  and  Probus  returned  iii 
triumph  to  Rome.  His  aftive  teojpcr,  how- 
ever, would  not  fuffer  him  to  continue  at  reft 
while  any  of  the  enemy  were  left  to  conquer. 
In  his  laft  expedition,  he  led  his  foldiers 
ogainft  the  PerGans ;  and  going  through  Sir- 
mi  um,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  there  fet 
feveral  thousands  of  his  foldiers  upon  draining 
a  fen  that  was  incommodious  to  the  inhabi'*' 
tants.  The  fatigues  of  this  undertaking,  and 
the  great  reftraint  that  was  laid  upon  the  licen- 
tious manners  of  the  foldiers,  produced  a  con- 
fpiracy,  which  ended  in  his  ruin.  The  fotdicrs 
taking  their  opportunity,  as  he  was  marching 
into  Greece,  fet  upon,  and  flew  him,  after  he 
had  reigned  fix  years  and  four  months,  with 
general  approbation.  As  an  inftance  of  the 
cftcem,  which  even  his  rebellious  army  had  for 
him,  they  erefted  him  a  fumptuoUs  monument 
with  this  epitaph — Here  lies  the  emperor  Probus^ 
truly  deferving  i be  name ;  afubduer  of  barbarians^ 
and  a  congueror  of  ufurpers. 


H  h  2  CHAP. 


458  THEHISTORYOF' 


G    H    A    P.         XXXIX. 


CaRUS  and  his  two  fbns,  Carinus  and  Nuifi* 
RiAN,  making  together  tb«  Thirty-cightk 
£mp£RO&  of  Rome. 

V.  C.  1^35.     T^ 

A.D.j»2.  X  H  E  (hort  continuance  of  this  triumvirate, 
has  given  hiflorians  but  little  room  for  any 
thing  very  material  concerning  it-  Cams,  who 
tvas  prsetorian  prefed  to  the  deceafed  emperor, 
was  chofcn  by  the  army  to  fucceed  him  -,  and 
he,  to  ftrengthen  his  authority,  united  his  two 
fons,  Carinus  and  Numerian,  with  him  in  com- 
mand ;  the  former  of  whom  was  as  much  fullied 
by  his  vices,  as  the  younger  was  remarkable 
for  his  virtues,  modcfty  and  courage.  The 
new  emperor  had  fcarce  time  to  punifh  the 
murderers  of  the  late  monarch,  when  he  was 
alarVned  by  a  frefh  irruption  of  the  Sarmarians, 
over  whom  he  gained  a  fignal  victory.  The 
Perfian  monarch  alio  made  lome  attempts  upon 
the  empire  •,  but  Carus  aflured  his  ambafiadors, 
that  if  their  matter  perfifted  in  his  obftinacy, 
all  his  fields  (houkl  fhortly  be  as  bare  as  bis 
own  bald  head,  which  he  fhewed  them.  In 
confcqucncc  of  this  threat,  he  marched  to  the 
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very  walls  of  Ctcfiphon,  and  a  dreadful  battle 
cnfuing,  he  once  more  gained  a  complete 
yiftory.  What  the  refult  of  this  fucccfs  might 
have  been,  is  not  known,  for  he  was  fhortljr 
after  ftruck  dead,  by  lightning,  in  his  tenr, 
with  many  others  that  were  round  him. 

Numerian,  the  youngcft  fon,  who  accom- 
panied his  father  in  this  expedition,  was  incon- 
folable  for  his  death,  and  brought  fuch  a  dif- 
order  upon  his  eyes,  with  weeping,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  carried  along  with  the  army,  (hut 
up  in  a  clofe  litter.     The  peculiarity  of  his 
fituation,  after  fome  time,  excited  the  ambition 
ofAfper,  his  father-in-law,  who  fuppofed  that 
he  could  now,  without  any  great  danger,  aim 
at  the  empire  himfclf.     He,  therefore,  hired  a 
mercenary  villain  to  mprder  the  emperor  in  his 
litter ;  and,  the  better  to  conceal  the  faft,  gave 
out  that  he  was  dill  alive,  but  unable  to  endure 
the  light.     In  this  manner  was  the  dead  body 
carried  about  for  fome  days,  Afper  continuing 
to  attend  it  with  the  utmoft  appearance  of  re- 
iped,  and  fecming  to  take  orders  as  ufual.  The 
offenfivenefs,  however,  of  its  fmcll,  at  lengthy       '\ 
difcovered  the  treachery,  and  excited  an  uni- 
verial  uproar  throughout  the  whole  army.     In 
the  midft  of  this  tumult,  Dioclcfian,  one  of  the 
moft  noted  commanders  of  his  tin:e,  was  chofea 
emperor,  and  with  his  own  hand  flew  Afper  i 
having  thus,  as  it  is  faid,  fulfilled  a  prophecjr 
Hh  3  wbicti 
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^hich  had  faid  that  Dioclefian  fiiould  be  em* 
peror  after  he  had  (lain  a  boar. 

Carinus,  the  remaning  fon,  did  not  long 
furvive  his  father  and  brother;  for  giving  him- 
felf  up  to  his  vices,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  dmc, 
oppofing  the  new-made  emperor,  the  com- 
petitors led  their  forces  into  Maefia,  vhere 
Dioclefian  being  victorious.  Carinas  was  fiain^ 
by  a  tribune  of  his  own  army,  whofe  wife  ho 
had  formerly  abufed. 


CHAP.        XL. 

DiocLEsiAK,  the  Thirty-ninth  Empekor  of 
Rome. 

U.C.1037.  T^ 

A.D.2?4,  JL/IOCLESIAN  wasaperfonof  mean 
birth;  being  fuppofed  to  be,  according  to 
feme,  the  fon  of  a  fcrivencr  -,  and  of  a  (live, 
according  to  others.  He  received  his  name 
from  Dioclea,  the  town  in  which  he  was  bom, 
being  about  forty  years  old  when  he  was  elcdcd 
to  the  empire.  He  owed  his  exaltation  entire- 
ly to  his  merit ;  having  pafled  through  all  the 
gradations  of  office,  vrith  fagacity,  courage  and 
fuccefs.  Nor  did  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
in  the  Icaft,  deceive  the  expeftations  his  fub- 
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jcfts  had  formed  in  his  favour.  He  pardoned 
all  his  enemies  that  had  joined  with  Carinus, 
without  injuring  cither  their  fortunes  or  ho- 
nours. Confcious  alio  that  the  weight  of  the 
empire  was  too  heavy  for  one  alone  ro  luftain, 
he  took  in  Maximian,  his  general,  as  a  partner 
in  the  fatigues  of  duty,  making  him  his  equal 
and  companion  on  the  throne.  Thus  mutual- 
ly aflifting  each  other,  thefc  two  continued  to 
live  in  ftrift  friendlhip,  and,  though  fomewhat 
differing  in  temper  (as  Maximian  was  rather  a 
man  of  vicious  inclinations)  yet  they  concurred 
in  promoting  the  general  good,  and  humbling 
their  enemies.  And  it  muft  be  obferved  that 
there  never  was  a  period,  in  which  there  were 
more  numerous  or  formidable  enemies  to  op-* 
pofe. 

The  peafants  and  labourers  in  Gaul,  made 
a  dangerous  infurreftion,  under  the  conduft  of 
Amandus  and  Helianus,  but  were  fubdued  by 
Maximian.  AchiUeus,  who  commanded  in 
Egypt,  proclaimed  bimfelf  emperor;  and  it 
was  not  without  many  bloody  engagements, 
that  he  was  overcome,  and  condemned  by 
Dioclefian  to  be  devoured  by  lions.  In  Africa^ 
the  Roman  legions,  in  like  manner,  joining 
with  many  of  the  natives,  feized  upon  the  pub- 
lick  revenues,  and  plundered  thofe  who  conti- 
nued in  their  duty.  Thefe  were  alfo  fubdued  by 
Maximian;  and^  after  a  long,  dubious  war, 
Hh  4  con^ 
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conftraincd  to  fuc  for  peace.  About  the  fame 
time,  a  principal  commander  in  Britain,  named 
Caraufius,  proclaimed  himfelf  emperor,  and 
poffefied  himfelf  of  the  ifland.  To  oppofc  this 
general's  claims,  Maximian  made  choice  of 
Conftantius  Chlorus,  i^hom  he  created  Casiar, 
and  married  to  Theodora,  his  daughter-in-law. 
He,  upon  his  arrival  in  Britain,  finding  Ca- 
raufius extremely  polite,  and  continually  rein- 
forced from  Germany,  thought  proper  to  come 
to  an  accommodation  •,  fo  that  this  ufurper 
continued  for  fev<:n  years  in  quiet  po0eflion  of 
the  whole  ifland,  till  he  was  flain  by  Aledus, 
his  friend  and  intimate.  About  this  time,  alfo, 
Narfeus,  king  of  Perfia  and  Parthia,  .  began  a 
dangerous  war  upon  the  empire,  and  invaded 
Mcfopotamia.  To  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy  upon  this  quarter,  Dioclefian  made 
choice  of  Galerius,  furnamed  Armentarius, 
from  the  report  of  his  being  the  fon  of  a  cow- 
herd, in  Dacia ;  and  he  likewife  was  created 
Cjefar.  His  fuccefs  alfo,  though  very  doubt- 
ful in  the  beginning,  was,  in  the  end,  termi- 
nated according  to  his  wifties.  The  Perfians 
were  overcome  in  a  decifive  engagement,  their 
camp  plundered  and  taken,  and  the  king's 
wives  and  children  made  prifoners  of  war. 
There  only  remained,  of  all  the  enemies  of  the 
Roman  empire,  thofe  that  lay  to  the  north- 
ward unfubducd.     Thcfc  were  utterly  uncon- 
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querable,  as  well  upon  account  of  their  favage 
fiercends,  as  the  inhofpitable  feverity  of  the 
climate  and  foil  from  whence  they  went  forth. 
Ever  at  war  with  the  Romans,  they  iflued  when 
the  armies  that  were  to  reprcfs  their  invafions, 
were  called  away  -,  and  upon  their  return,  they 
as  fuddenly  withdrew  into  their  cold,  barren, 
and  inacceffible  retreats,  which  only  themfelves 
could  endure.  In  this  manner,  the  Scythians, 
Goths,  Sarmatians,  Alani,  Carfii,  and  Quadi, 
poured  down  in  incredible  numbers ;  while 
every  defeat  feemed  but  to  encreafe  their 
ftrength  and  perfeverance.  Of  thefe,  multi- 
tudes were  taken  prifoners,  and  fent  to  people 
the  more  fouthern  parts  of  the  empire ;  ftill 
greater, numbers  were  deftroyed.;  and,  though 
the  reft  were  driven  back  to  their  native  forefts, 
yet  they  continued  ever  mindful  of  their  inve- 
terate enmity,  and,  like  a  favage  bead,  only 
continued  inadive,  till  they  had  licked  their 
wounds,  for  a  new  encounter. 

During  this  interval,  as  if  the  external  mU 
feries  of  the  empire  were  not  fufficient,  the 
tenth  and  laft  great  perfecution  was  renewed 
againft  the  Chriftians.  This  is  faid  to  have  ex- 
ceeded all  the  former  in  feverity  -,  and  fuch  was 
the  zeal  with  which  it  was  purfued,  that,  in  an 
ancient  infcription,  we  are  informed,  that  the 
government  had  effaced  the  name  and  fuperfli- 
(ion  of  the  Chriftians,  and  had  reftored  and 
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propagated  the  worfhip  of  the  gods.  Their  at- 
tempts, however,  were  but  the  malicious  cffons 
of  an  expiring  party ;  for  Chriftianity  flionly 
after  was  eftabli(hed  by  law,  and  triumphed 
over  the  malice  of  all  its  enemies.     In  the 
midft  of  the  troubles  railed  by  this  perfi^cution, 
and  of  the  contefts  that  ftruck  at  the  external 
parts  of  the  ftate,  Dioclelian  and  Maximian 
iurprized  the  world  by  refigning  their  dignities 
on  the  fame  day,  and  both  retiring  ioso  pri- 
vate flations.      Hiilorians  are  much  divided 
concerning  the  motives  that  thus  induced  them 
to  give  up  thofe  honours  which  they  had  pur* 
chafed  with  fo  much  danger.     Some  afcribe  it 
to  the  philofophical  turn  of  Dioclefian ;    and 
others,  to  his  being  difgufted  with  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  his  Chriftian  fubjeds ;  but  Ladanrius 
aflerts,  that  he  was  compclkd  to  it,  together 
with  his  partner,  by  Galcrius,  who  coming  to 
Nicomedia,  upon  the  emperor*s  recovery  from 
a  great  ficknefs,  threatened  him  with  a  civil-war 
in  cafe  he  refufed  to  refign.     However,  of  this 
we  are  well  aiTured,  that  he  ft  ill  preferved  a  dig- 
nity of  fentiment  in  his  retirement,  that  might 
induce  us  to  believe  he  had  no  other  motive  but 
virtue  for  his  refignation.     Having  retired  to 
his  birth-place,  he  fpcnt  his  tWne  in  cultivatiag 
his  garden,  afluring  his  vifitors  that  then  only 
he  began  to  enjoy  the  world,  when  he  was 
thought  by  the  reft  of  mankind  to  have  forfaken 

it. 
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it.  When  alfo  fomc  attempted  to  perfuade  him 
to  refumc  the  empire,  he  reply'd,  That  if  they 
,  knew  his  prcfent  happinefs,  they  would  rather 
endeavour  to  imitate  than  difturb  it.  In  this 
contented  manner  he  lived  fome  time,  and  at  lad 
died  either  by  poifon  or  madnefs,  but  this  is  un- 
certain. His  reign,  which  continued  twenty 
years,  was  adive  and  ufeful ;  and  his  authority, 
which  was  tinftured  with  feverity,  was  well 
adapted  to  the  depraved  ftate  of  morals  at 
that  time. 

Maximian,  his  partner  in  the  empire,  and  in 
refignation,  was  by  no  means  fo  contented  with 
^  his  fituation*  He  longed  once  more  for  power, 
and  difturbed  the  two  fucceeding  reigns  with 
vain  efforts  to  refume  it ;  attempting  to  en- 
gage Dioclefian  in  the  fame  defign.  Being  ob- 
liged to  leave  Rome,  where  he  had  bred  great 
confufion,  he  went  over  into  Gau),  where  he 
was  kindly  received  by  Conftantine,  the  then 
acknowledged  emperor  of  the  weft.  But  there 
alfo  continuing  his  intrigues,  and  endeavouring 
to  force  his  own  daughter  to  dcftroy  her  huf- 
band,  he  was  dete&ed,  and  condemned  to  die, 
by  whatever  death  he  (hould  think  proper. 
Laftantius  tells  us  that  he  chofe  to  die  by 
hanging. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-        XLI. 

CoNSTANTius  and  Galerius,  making  together 
the  Fortieth  Emphror  of   Rom£. 

U.  C.  iJ  P  O  N  the  rcfignation  of  the  two  cm- 
*o57-  perors,  the  two  Csefars  whom  they  had  for- 
*^°^'  merly  chofen,  were  univerfally  acknowledged  as 
their  fucceflfors.  Conftantius  Chlorus,  who  was 
fo  called  from  the  palehefs  of  his  complexion, 
was  virtuous,  valiant,  and  mercifuL  Galerius, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  brave ;  but  brutal,  in- 
continent, and  cruel.  As  there  was  fuch  a 
difparity  in  their  tempers,  they  readily  agreed, 
upon  coming  into  full  power,  to  divide  the 
empire;  Conftantius  being  appointed  to  govern 
the  wefterq  part^  •,  namely,  Italy,  Sicily,  the 
greateft  part  of  Afric,  together  with  Spain, 
Gaul,  Britain,  and  Germany:  while  Galcrius 
had  the  eaftern  parts  allotted  to  his  (hare ;  to 
wit,  Ulyricum,  Pannonia,  Thrace,  Macedonia, 
all  the  provinces  of  Greece,  and  the  Leflcr 
Afia,  together  with  -^gypt,  Syria,  Judasa,  and 
all  the  countries  eaftward.  1  he  greatncfs  of 
the  talk,  however,  foon  indurcd  the  emperors  to 
take  in  two  partners  more,  Sevcrus  and  Max- 
ig)in,  who  were  made  Casfars,  and  aflifted  in 

conduding 
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condufting  affairs  -,  fo  that  the  empire  now  was  - 
under  the  guidance  of  four  perfons,  all  invefted 
^^with  fupremc  authority. 

We  are  informed  of  but  few  paniculars  of 
the  reign  of  Conftaqtius,  except  a  detail  of  his 
charadtcr,  which  appears,  in  every  light,  moft 
amiable.  He  was  frugal,  chafte,  and  temperate. 
Being  one  day  reproached  by  Diodefian's  am- 
baffadors  for  his  poveny^  he  only  intimated 
his  wants  to  the  people,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
fums  prefented  him  amazed  the  beholders,  and 
exceeded  their  higheft  expedations.  "  Learn 
**  from  hence,"  faid  he  then  to  the  ambafla- 
dors,  **  that  the  love  of  the  people  is  the  richefi: 
*'  treafure ;  and  that  a  prince's  wealth  is  never 
^*  fo  fafe  as  when  his  people  are  the  guardians 
*^  of  his  exchequer."  His  mercy  and  jufticc 
were  equally  confpicuous  in  his  treatipent  of 
the  Chriftians,  whom  he  would  not  fuffer  to  be 
injured;  and  when,  at  length,  he  w?.s  perfuaded 
to  difplace  all  the  Chriftian  officers  of  his  houf- 
hold,  that  would  not  change  their  religion,  he 
fent  the  few  that  complied  away  in  difgrace ; 
alledging.  That  thofe  who  were  not  true  to  their 
God,  would  never  be  faithful  to  their  prince. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  he  went  over 
into  Britain,  and  leaving  his  ion  Conftantine  as 
a  kind  of  hoftage  in  the  court  of  his  partner  in 
the  empire,  he  took  up  his  refidence  at  York. 
He  thcj;e  continued  in  the  praftice  of  his  ufual 

virtues. 
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virtues,  tiU  falling  iick,  he  began  to  think  at 
appointing  his  fon  for  his  fucceflbr.  He  accord- 
ingly fcnc  for  him  with  all  fpced ;  but  he  was 
paft  recovery  before  his  arrival:  notwithftand- 
ing,  he  received  him  with  marks  of  the  utmoft 
affeAion,  and  raifing  himfelf  in  his  bed^  gave 
him  fcveral  ufeful  inftruftions,  particularly 
recommending  the  Chriftians  to  his  protc&ion. 
He  then  bequeathed  the  empire  to  his  care, 
and  crying  out.  That  none  but  the  pious  Con- 
ftantine  fhould  fucceed  him,  he  expired  in  his 
arms. 

In  the  mean  time,  Galenus,  his  partner  in 
the  empire,  being  informed  of  Conftantine's 
advancement,  teftified  the  moft  ungovernable 
rage,  and  was  even  going  to  condemn  themef- 
fenger  who  brought  him  the  account ;  but  be- 
ing difliiaded,  he  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  what 
he  could  not  prevent,'  and  fent  him  the  marks 
of  royalty ;  bur,  at  the  fame  time,  declared 
Sevcrus  emperor,  in  oppofition  to  his  in- 
terefts. 

Juft  about  this  time  alfo,  another  pretender 
to  the  empire  ftartcd  up.  This  was  Maxentius, 
a  perfon  of  mean  extraftion,  but  very  much  fa- 
voured by  the  ibldiers,  whom  he  permitted  to 
pillap;c  at  difcrction.  Thus  there  were  feveral 
interefts  at  the  fame  time,  in  oppofition  to  each 
other  i  and  all  confpiiing  each  other's  down- 
fall. 

In 
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In  order  to  opppofc  Maxcntius,  Scvcrus  led  , 

a  numerous  army  towards  the  gates  of  Rome; 
but  his  foldiers  confidering  againft  whom  thoy 
were  to  fight,  immediately  abandoned  him; 
and  fbortly  after,  he  put  an  end  to  his  owa 
life,  by  opening  his  veins. 

To  revenge  his  death,  Galerius  marched  in- 
to Italy,  refolving  to  ruin  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  deftroy  the  whole  (enate.  His  foldiers,  how- 
ever, upon  their  approach  to  the  capital,  began 
to  waver  in  their  refolutions  •,  wherefore,  he 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  entreaties,  im* 
ploring  them  not  to  abandon  him  ;  and  retiring 
by  the  fame  route  by  which  he  had  advanced,  he 
made  Licinius,  who  was  originally  the  ion  of  a 
poor  labourer  in  Dacia,  Casfar,  in  the  room  of 
Scvcrus,  who  was  flain.  This  feemed  to  be 
the  laft  aft  of  his  power,  for  (hortly  after  he 
was  feized  with  a  very  extraordinary  difbrder  in 
his  privities,  which  baffled  all  the  (kill  of  his 
phyficians,  and  carried  him  off,  after  he  had 
languiQied  in  torments  for  near  the  fpace  of  a 
year. 

His  cruelty  to  the  Chriftians  was  one  of  the 
many  crimes  alledged  againfl  him ;  and  their 
hiftorians  have  not  failed  to  aggravate  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  death  as  a  judgment  from 
Heaven  for  his  former  impiety.  However  this 
be,  he  abated  ihuch  of  his  feverities  againfl: 

them 
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.  tliem  on  his  death-bed,  and  revoked  thofe  ediAs 

which  he  had  formerly  publifhed,  tending  to 
their  perfecution,  a  little  before  his  death. 


CHAP.        XLII. 

CoNSTANTiNB  thc  QrbAt,  thc  FoTty-firft 
Emperor  of  Romb. 


c< 


1064.  V^Onstantine  being. thus  delivered  firom 
-A.D.  3J I .  his  greateft  opponent,  might  now  be  confidered 
as  poflelTing  more  power  than  any  of  his  rivals 
in  authority,  who  were  yet  remaining.  Thc 
empire  was  at  that  time  divided  between  him 
and  three  others :  Maxentius,  who  governed  in 
Rome  ;  a  perfon  of  a  cruel  difpoficion,  and  a 
ftedfaft  fupporter  of  paganifm :  Licinius,  who 
was  adopted  by  Galerius,  and  commanded  in 
the  eaft :  and  likcwife  Maximin,  who  had  for- 
merly been  declared  Csefar  with  Severus,  and 
who  alfo  governed  fome  of  the  caftern  pro- 
vinces. 

Whether  the  empire  was  by  this  time  Ockof 
its  inteftine  divifions,  or  whether  each  of  its 
commanders  was  content  with  his  (hare,  is  not 
material  to  enquire  ;  but,  for  a  time,  ail  things 
feemed  to  wear  a  peaceful  appearance ;  till,  at 
Icng^rh,  cither  ambition,  or  the  tyrannical  con- 
2  du& 
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.  6u6t  bf  Maxcntius,  induced  Conftantinc  to  en- 
gage in  an  expedition  to  expel  that  commander 
from  Rome;  and  to  make  the  proper  pre- 
parations for  marching  into  Italy.  It  Was  upon 
this  occafion  that  he  formed  a  refolucion  which 
produced  a  great  change  in  the  politics^  as 
well  as  the  morals  of  minkind ;  and  gave  a  new 
turn  to  the  councils  of  the  Wife,  and  the  pur- 
fuits  of  ambition.  One  evening,  ds  we  arc  told 
by  Eufebius,  the  army  being  upon  it's  march 
towards  Rome,  Conftantinc  was  taken  yp  with 
various  confiderations  upon  the  fate  of  fiib- 
lunary  things,  and  the  dangers  of  his  approach- 
ihg  expedition  :  fenfible  of  his  own  incapacity 
to  fucceed  without  divihe  afliftance,  he  em- 
ployed his  meditations  upon  the  opinions  that 
then  Were  chiefly  agitated  among  mankind,  and 
fcnt  up  his  ejaculations  to  Heaven  to  infpirc  him 
with  wifdom  to  chufe  the  path  to  purfue.  Ic 
was  then,  as  the  fun  was  declining,  that  there 
fuddcnly  appeared  a  pillar  of  light  in  the  hea- 
vens, in  the  fafliion  of  a  crofs,  with  this  in- 
fcription,  totto  nAa,  In  this  overcome.  So  ex- 
traordinary an  appearance  did  not  fail  to  create 
aftoniftiment  both  in  the  empci-or  and  his  whole 
army,  who  confidered  it  as  their  various  difpofi- 
tions  led  them  to  believe.  Thofe  who  were  at- 
tached to  paganifm,  prompted  by  their  auruf- 
fpices,  pronounced  it  to  be  a  moft  inaufpicious 
omen,  portending  the  moftunfortunate  events. 
Vol.  II.  li  But 
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But  it  made  a  different  imprefBon  on  the  emptf- 
ror's  mind ;  who,  as  the  account  goes,  was  ftir- 
iher  encouraged  by  vifions  the  iktnc  night.  He 
therefoFC,  the  day  following,  caufcd  a  royal 
llandard  to  be  made,  like  that  which  he  had 
feen  in  the  heavens,  and  commanded  it  to  be 
carried  before  him  in  his  wars,  as  an  coGgn  of 
viftory  and  celcftial  proteftion.  After  this,  he 
confulted  with  feveral  of  the  principal  teachers 
of  Chriftianity,  and  made  a  public  avowal  of 
that  facred  perfuafion. 

Conftantine  having  thus  attached^  foldiers 
to  his  intered,  who  were  moftly  of  the  Chriftian 
perfuafion,  loft  no  time  in  entering  Italy,  with 
ninety  thoufand  foot,  and  eight  thoufand  horfe; 
and  foon  advanced  almoft  to  the  very  gates  of 
Rome.  The  unfortunate  Maxcntius,  who  had 
lon^  given  himfcif  up  to  eafe  and  debauchery, 
now  began  to  make  preparations,  when  it  was 
too  late.  He  firft  put  in  praftice  all  the  fu- 
pcrftitious  rites  which  paganifm  taught  were 
neccfiary-,  he  next  confulted  theSybiline  books, 
from  whence  he  was  informed,  that  on  that 
great  day,  the  enemy  of  Rome  (hould  perilh. 
This  prcdiftion,  which  was  equivocal,  he  ap- 
plied to  Conftantine;  wherefore,  leaving  all 
things  in  the  beft  pofture,  he  advanced  from 
the  city,  with  an  army  of  an  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  thoufand  foot,  and  eighteen  thoufand 
horfc.     The  engagement  was,  for  fomc  time, 

fierce 
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fierce  and  bloody,  till  his  cavalry  being  routed, 
vi£lory  declared  upon  the  fide  of  his  opponent, 
and  be  bimfelf  was  drowned  in  his  flight,  by 
the  breaking  down  of  a  bridgd,  as  he  attempted 
to  crofe  the  rivet  Tyber. 

ConfUmine,  in  confcqucnce  of  this  vidory, 
entering  the  city,  difchimed  all  praifes  which' 
the  fenacc  and  people  were  ready   to  offer; 
afcribing  his  fuccefs  to  a  fuperior  power.     He 
even  caofed  the  crofs,   which  he  was  faid  to' 
have  feen  in  the  heavens,  to  be  placed'  at  th6 
right  of  all  his  ftatues  with  this  infcription. 
Tbat  wider  the  infiutnce  of  that  viBorious  crofsi 
Conftantine  bad  delivered  the  city  from  the  yoke  of 
tyramucalpowerj  /tnd  bad  rejlored  the  fenate  and 
people  of  Rome  to  tbcir  ancient  authority.     Hd 
afterwards  ordained  that  no  criminal  fliould, 
for  the  future,  faffer  death  by  the  cfofs,  which 
had  formerly  been  the   moft   ufual   way  of 
paniihing  flaves  convified  of  capital  offences. 
Edifts  were  foon  after  iflued,  declaring  that 
the  Chriftians  fiioald  be  eafed  from  all  their 
gricvainces,  and  received  iiito  places  of  truft 
and  authority.     Thus  the  new  religion  was 
fcen  at?  once  to  prevail  over  the  whole  Roman 
empire ;  and  as  that  enormous  fabric  had  been 
built  and  guided  upon  pagan   principles,  it 
loft  a  great  deal  of  its  ftrength  and  coherence^ 
whence  thofe  principles  were  thus  at  once  fub- 
♦encd. 

I  i  2  Thlngt 
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Things  continued  in  this  ftatc  for  fomc  time, 
Conftantine,  all  the  while,  contributing  what 
was  in  his  power  to  the  intereft  of  religion, 
and  the  revival  of  learning,  which  had  long 
bee^  upon  the  decline,  and  was  almoft  wholly 
extinA  in  the  empire.     But  in  the  midft  of 
thefc  affiduities,  the  peace  of  the  empire  was 
again  difturbed  by  the  preparations  of  Maxi- 
min,  who  governed  in  the  eaft  5  and  who,  de- 
firous  of  a  ^11  participation  of  power,  marched 
againft  Licomius,  with  a  very  numerous  army. 
In  confequence  of  this  ftep,  after  many  con- 
Aids,  a  general  engagement  enfued,  in  which 
Maximin  fuffered  a  total  defeat ;  many  of  his 
troops  were  cut  ta  pieces,  and  thofe  that  fur- 
vived  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror.     Maximin, 
however,  having  efcaped  the  general  carnage, 
once  more  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  another 
army,  refolving  to  try  the  fortune  of  the  field ; 
but  his  death  prevented  the  defign.     As  he 
died  by  a  very  extraordinary  kind  of  madnels, 
the  Chriftians,  of  whom  he  was  the  declared 
enemy,    did  not  fail  to  afcribe  his  end  to  a 
judgment  from  Heaven  ;  but  this  was  the  age 
in  which  fallc  judgments  and  falfe  miracles, 
made  up  the  bulk  of  uninftruftive  hiftory. 

Conftantine  and  Licinius    thus    remaining 
undifputcd  pofleflbrs  and  partners  in  the  em- 
pire, all  things  promifed  a  peaceable  continu- 
ancc  of  friendfhip  and  power.     However,  it 
/  was 
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was  foon  found,  that  the  fame  ambition  that 
aimed  after  a  part,    would  be  content  with 
nothing  lefs  than  the  whole.     Pagan  writers 
afcribe  the  rupture,  between  thefc  two  poten- 
tates, to  Conftantine  -,  while  the  Chriftiansi  on 
the  other  hand,  impute  it  wholly  to  Licinius. 
Both,    perhaps,   might  have  concurred,    for 
Licinius    is   convi6led  of   having  pcrfecuted 
Chriftranity,  which  was  (6  highly  favoured  by 
his  rival ;  and  Conftantine  is  known  to  have 
been  the  firft  to  begin  the  preparations  for  aa 
open  rupture.      Both  fides  exerted  all  their 
power  to  make  oppofition ;  and,  at  the  head 
of  very  formidable  armies,  came  to  an  engage^ 
ment  near  Cybalis,  in  Panonia.     Conftantine, 
previous  to  the  battle,   in   the  midft  of  his 
Chriftian  bifhops,    begged  the  afliftance   of 
Heaven ;  while  Licinius,  with  equal  zeal,  called 
upon  the  pagan  priefts  to  intercede  with  the 
gods  in  his  favour.     The  fuccels  was  on  the 
fide  of  truth  :  Conftantine,  after  an  obftinate 
refiftance,  became  viftorious ;  took  the  ene- 
my's camp  ;   and,  after  fome  time,  compelled 
Licinius  to  fue  for  a  truce,  which  was  agreed 
upon.     But  this  was  of  no  long  continuanfce  ; 
for  foon  after  the  war  breaking  out  afrefh,  and 
the  rivals  coming  once  more  t6  a  general  en- 
gagement, it  proved  decifive.     Licinius  was 
entirely  defeated,  and  purfued  by  Conftantine 
into  Nicomedia,  where  he  furrendered  himfelf 
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^qp  to  the  vi6tor ;  having  firft  obtained  an  oath 
that  his  life  fhould  be  fpared,  and  that  he 
ihould  be  permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  retirement.  This,  however,  Con- 
itantine  fhordy  after  broke  j  for  either  fearing 
his  defigns,  or  finding  him  afhially  engaged  b 
freih  confpiracics,  he  commanded  him  to  be 
put  to  death,  together  with  Martian,  his 
general,  who,  fom^  time  before,  had  been 
(Created  Casfar. 

Conilantine  being  now  iolf  monarch  of  the 
empire,  without  a  rival  to  divide  Ids  power, 
or  any  perlbn.  from  whofe  claims  he  could  h^v^ 
the  le^  apprehenfions,  refolved  to  eftabliih 
Chriftianity  on  fo  fure  a  balis,  (hat  no  new  re- 
volutions fhould  (hake  it.  He  commanded  that 
in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire  the  orders 
of  the  bifhops  fhould  be  exadly  obeyed;  a 
privilege  of  which,  in  fucceeding  times,  thefc 
fathers  made  but  a  very  indifferent  ufe.  He 
palled  alfo  a  general  council  of  thefe,  in  order 
to  reprcfs  the  hcrefies,  that  had  already  crept 
into  the  church,  particularly  that  of  Arius. 
To  this  place  repaired  about  three  hundred 

^  and  eighteen  bifhops,  befidcs  a  multitude  of 
prc(byters  and  deacons,  together  with  the  em- 
peror himfelf  i  who  all,  except  about  feventecn, 
concurred  in  condemning  the  tenets  of  Arius; 
and  this  hercfiarch,  with  his  aflbciates,  was 
baniihcd  into  a  remote  part  of  the  empire. 

Having 
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.  Having  thus  rcftorcd  Univcrfal  tranquility 
to  the  empire,  he  was  not  able  to  ward  off  the 
calamities  of  a  more  domcftic  nature.  As  the 
tvretched  hiftories  of  this  period  are  entirely  at 
variance  witli  each  other,  it  is  not  eafy  to  tell 
the  motived  which  induced  him  to  put  his 
wife  Faufta  and  his  fon  Crifpus  to  death.  The 
moft  plaufiWe  account  is  this.  Faufta,  the 
emprefe,  who  was  a  woman  of  great  beauty, 
but  of  extravagant  dcfires^  had  long,  though 
fecretly,  l6vtd  Crifpus,  Conftantine's  fon  by  a 
former  wife.  She  had  tried  every  art  to  infpire 
this  youth  with  a  mutual  pafllon ;  and  finding 
her  more  diftaht  efforts  ineffcftual,  had  even 
the  confidence  to  tnake  him  an  open  confeffion 
of  her  defires.  This  produced  an  explanation, 
which  was  fatal  to  both.  Crifpus  received  her 
addreflfcs  with  deteftation ;  and  (he,  to  be  re- 
venged, accufed  him  to  the  emperor.  Con- 
ftantine,  fired  at  once  with  jealoufy  and  rage, 
ordered  him  to  die  without  an  hearing,  nor  did 
his  innocence  appear  till  it  was  too  late  for 
redrefs.  The  only  reparation  therefore  that 
remained,  was  the  patting  Faufta,  the  wicked 
inftrument  of  his  former  cruelty,  to  death*, 
which  was  accordingly  executed  upon  her,  to- 
gether with  fome  others,  v;ho  had  been  accom- 
plices in  her  falfehood  and  treachery. 

But. the  private  misfortunes  of  a  few,  were 

pot  to  be  weighed  againft  evils  of  a  more  genc- 

I  i  4  ral 
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ral  nature,  which  the  Roman  empire  (hortlr 
after  experienced.  Thefe  arofe  from  a  meafurq 
which  this  emperor  conceived  and  executed, 
of  transferring  the  feat  of  the  empire  froni 
Rome  to  By^antiurp,  pr  Conftantinople,  as  ic 
was  afterwards  called.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  this 
undertaking;  whether  it  was  b^cauf^  he  was 
offended  at  fome  affropts  he  h^  r^eived  at 
Rome,  or  that  he  fuppofed  Conitantinoplc 
more  in  the  centre  of  the  enipire;  or  that 
he  thought  the  eaftern  parts  n^ore  required  his 
prefence ;  experience  has  (hewn  that  they  were 
all  weak  and  groundlefs.  The  empire  had  Ipng 
before  been  in  a  mofl.  declining  ftace;  but  this, 
in  a  great  meafure,  gaye  precipitation  to  its 
downfall.  After  this  it  never  refumed  its  former 
fplendor,  but,  like  a  Sower  traniplanted  into  a 
foreign  clime,  languiftied  by  decrees,  and  a; 
length  funk  into  nothing. 

His  firft  defign  was  to  build  4  city,  which  he 
might  make  the  capital  of  the  world ;  and  for 
this  purpofe,  he  made  choice  of  a  fituation  at 
Chalcedon  in  Afia  Minor ;  but  we  are  told,  that 
in  laying  out  the  ground-plan,  an  eagle  caught 
up  the  line,  and  flew  with  it  over  to  Byzantium, 
a  city,  which  lay  upon  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the 
Bofphorus.  Here,  therefore,  it  was  thought 
pxpedient  to  fix  the  feat  of  empire  ;  and,  in« 
deed,  nrture  fccmcd  to  have  formed  it  with 
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all  the  conveniencies,  and  all  the  beauties^ 
which  might  induce  power  to  make  it  the  feat 
of  refidence.  It  was  fituatcd  on  a  plain,  that 
rpfc  gently  from  the  water:  it  commanded 
that  ftreight  which  unites  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  Euxine  Tea,  and  was  furniflied  with 
all  the  advantages  which  the  mod  indulgent 
climate  could  beftow.  This  city,  therefore,  u.  c.tcf^. 
he  beautified  with  the  moft  magnificent  edi-  ^-^-is^ 
fices  5  he  divided  it  into  fourteen  regions ; 
built  a  capitol,  an  amphitheatre,  many 
churches,  and  other  publick  works  -,  and, 
having  thus  rendered  it  equal  to  the  magni- 
ficence pf  his  idea,  he  dedicated  it  in  a  very 
folemn  manner,  to  the  God  of  martyns ;  and, 
in  about  two  years  after,  repaired  thither  with 
his  whole  qourCf 

This  remoyal  produced  no  immediate  al- 
teration in  the  government  of  the  empire ;  the 
inhabitants  of  Rome,  though  with  reluftance^ 
fubmitted  to  the  change ;  nor  w^  there  for 
two  or  three  years  any  difturbance  in  the  (late, 
until,  at  length,  the  Goths  finding  that  the  . 
JRomans  had  withdrawn  all  their  garrifons 
along  the  Danube,  renewed  their  inroads,  and 
ravaged  the  country  with  unheard  of  cruelty, 
ponftantine,  however,  foon  repreft'  their  in- 
curfions,  and  fo  ftraitened  them,  that  near  an 
hundred  thoufand  of  their  number  periftied 

by 
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by  cold  and  hunger.  Thcfc,  and  fomc  other 
infurreftibns,  being  happily  fupprcflcdt  the 
government  of  the  empire  was  divided  as  fA- 
lows.  Conftantine,  the  emperor's  eldeft  ion, 
commanded  in  Gaul  and  the  weftem  pro- 
vinces ;  Conflantius,  his  fecond,  govemed  Afiric 
and  lUyricum^  and  Conftans,  the  youmgeft; 
ruled  in  Italy,  palmarius,  the  empenx^s 
brother,  was  fent  to  defend  thole  parts  that 
bordered  upon  the  Goths ;  and  Annibalianus, 
his  nephew,  had  the  ch^ge  of  Cappadod^ 
aqd  Armenia  Minor.  This  divifion  of  the 
empire  ftUl  farther  contributed  to  its  downfall; 
for  the  united  (trength  of  the  ftate  being  nQ 
longer  brought  to  rcprcfs  invallon,  the  bar- 
barians fought  with  fuperior  numbers,  and 
conquered  at  laft,  though  often  defeated. 
Conftantine,  however,  did  not  live  to  fed 
thefe  calamities.  The  latter  part  of  his  reigu 
was  peaceful  and  fplendid  j  ambafladors  from 
the  remoteft  Indies  came  to  acknowlege  hi$ 
authority  -,  the  PcrQans,  who  were  ready  for 
frcfh  inroads,  upon  finding  him  prepared  to 
oppofe,  fent  humbly  to  defirc  his  fricndlhip 
and  forgivcnefs.  He  was  above  fixty  years 
old,  and  had  reigned  above  thirty,  when  he 
found  his  health  began  to  decline.  To  obviate 
the  effefts  of  his  dilbrdcr,  which  was  an  inter- 
mitting fever,  he  made  ufe  of  the  warm  baths 

of 
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of  the  city ;  but  receiving  no  benefit  from 
them,  .he  removed,  for  change  of  air,  to 
Helenopolis,  a  city  which  he  had  built  to  the 
memory  of  his  mother^  His  difordcr  cncreaf- 
ing,  he  changed  again  to  Nicomedla ;  where 
finding  himfelf  without  hopes  of  a  recovery,  . 
he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  baptized ;  ^d,  having 
foon  after  received  the  facrament,  he  expired 
after  a  memorable  and  aftive  reign  of  almoft 
thirty-two  years.  This  monarch's  charafter 
js  repreiented  to  us  in  very  different  lights; 
the  Chriftian  writers  of  that  time  adorning  it 
with  every  ftrain  of  panegyric ;  the  heathens, 
on  the  contrary,  loading  it  with  all  the  viru^ 
lence  of  invedive.  In  fad,  it  feems  to  be 
compofed  of  a  mixture  of  virtues  and  vices,  of 
piety  and  credulity,  of  courage  and  cruelty,  of 
juftice  and  ambition.  He  ellablilhed  a  religion 
that  continues  the  blefling  of  mankind,  but 
purfued  a  fcheme  of  politics  that  deftroyed  the 
Empire. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XLIir. 


,  Of  the  deftruAion  of  the  Roman  Empire,  after 
the  death  of  Conftantine^  and  the  events  which 
bafteoed  its  cataftrophe. 


H. 


lITHERTO  the  charafters  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  have  been  intimately  conne£ted  with 
the  hiftory  of  the  ftate ;  and  its  rife  or  decline 
might  have  been  faid  to  depend  on  the  virtues 

and  vices,  the  wifdom  or  the  indolence,  of  thofe 
who  governed  it.  But  from  this  dreary  period 
its  recovery  was  become  defperatc  ;  no  wifdcm 
could  obviate  its  decadence,  no  courage  oppofc 
the  evils  that  furrounded  it  on  every  fide.  In- 
ftead,  therefore,  of  entering  into  a  minute  ac- 
count of  the  characters  of  its  fuccceding  em- 
perors, it  will  at  prefcnt  fuffice,  to  take  a  gene- 
ral furvcy  of  this  part  of  the  hiftory,  and  rather 
defcribe  the  caufes  by  which  the  ftate  was 
brought  down  to  nothing,  than  the  perfons  who 
neither  could  haften  nor  prevent  its  decline. 
Indeed,  if  we  were  to  enter  into  a  detail  con- 
cerning tbe  characters  of  the  princes  of  thofe 
times,  it  (hould  be  thofe  of  the  conquerors, 
not  the  conquered  j  of  thofe  Gothic  chiefs  who 

led 
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fed  a  more  virtuous,  and  more  courageous^ 
people  to  the  conqucft  of  nations  corrupted  by 
vice  and  enervated  by  luxury. 

Thcfe  barbarians  were  at  firft  unknown  to 
the  Romans,  and  for  fome  time  after  had  been 
only  incommodious  to  them.  But  they  were 
now-  become  formidable,  and  arofe  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  the  earth  feemed  to  produce  a 
new  race  of  mankind,  to  complete  the  empire^s 
dcftrudion.  They  had  been  cncreafing  in  their 
hideous  dcferts,  amidft  regions  frightful  with 
eternal  fnows,  and  had  long  only  waited  the 
opportunity  of  coming  down  into  a  more  fa- 
vourable climate.  Againft  fuch  an  enenyy,  no 
courage  could  avail,  nor  abilities  be  fucce6ful ; 
a  vi6tory  only  cut  off  numbers  without  an  ha- 
bitation, and  a  name,  foon  to  be  fucceeded  by 
others  equally  defperate  and  obfcurc. 

The  emperors  who  had  to  contend  with 
this  people,  were  moft  of  them  furniflied 
neither  with  courage  nor  condudt  to  oppofe. 
Their  refidence  in  Afia  feemed  to  enervate  their 
manners,  and  produced  a  defire  in  them  to  be 
adored  like  the  monarchs  of  the  eaft.  Sunk 
in  foftnefs,  they  (hewed  themfelves  with  lefs 
frequency  to  the  foldiers,  they  became  more 
indolent,  fonder  of  domeftic  pleafures,  and 
more  abftraded  from  the  empire.  Conftantius, 
who  reigned  thirty-eight  years,  was  weak, 
timid,  and  unfuccefsful ;  governed  by  his 
3  eunuchs 
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eunuchs  and  his  wives ;  and  unfit  to  propditf 
falling  empire.  Julian,  his  fucceflbr^  fivnamcd 
the  Apoftate,  upon  account  of  his  reUpfing  in* 
to  paganiiiD)  was,  notwithftanding,  a  very  good 
and  a  very  valiant  prince.  He,  by  his  wifikmi^ 
condu&  and  oeconomy,«chafed  the  barbaiiaosy 
that  had  taken  fifty  towns  upon  the  Rhine,  ooi 
of  thetr  new  fettlements ;  and  his  naaie  was  a 
terror  to  them  during  his  reign,  which  kfted 
but  two  years.  Jovian  and  ValeBtinian  bad 
virtue  and  ftrength  fufficient  to  piefenre  the 
empire  from  immediately  falling  under  ict 
enemies.  No  prince  faw  the  necefiity  of  re- 
ftoring  the  ancient  plan  of  the  empire  more 
than  Vakntinian;  the  former  emperors  h«l 
drained  away  all  the  frontier  garrifbns,  merely 
to  ftrengthcn  their  own  power  at  home ;  but 
his  whole  life  was  employed  in  fortifymg  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine ;  making  levies,  raifing 
caftles,  placing  troops  in  proper  ilations:»  and 
furnifliing  them  with  fubfifteifice  for  their  fup- 
port ;  but  an  event,  that  no  human  prudence 
could  forefce,  brought  up  a  new  enemy  to  afllft 
in  the  univerfal  deftruftion. 

That  iTzdi  of  land  which  lies  between  the 
Palus  Mseotis,  the  mountains  of  Caucafus  and 
the  Cafpian  lea,  was  inhabited  by  a  numerous 
favage  people,  that  went  by  the  name  of  the 
Huns  and  Allanes.  Their  foil  was  fertile,  and 
ilie  inhabitants  fond  of  robbery  and  plunder. 
2  As 
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As  they  imagined  it  impra&icable  to  crofs  the 
Palus  Mseotis,  they  were  altogether  unac- 
quadnted  with  the  Romans,  fo  that  they  remain* 
td  confined  within  the  limks  their  ignorance  had 
afligned  them,  while  other  nations  plundered 
Ivith  fecority.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  fome^ 
that  the  (lime  which  was  rolled  down  by  the 
current  of  th^  Tanais,  had,  by  degrees,  formed 
a  kind  of  incruftation  on  the  furface  of  the 
Cimmaerian  Bofphorus,  over  which  thofc  peo- 
fAc  are  fuppofed  to  have  pafied.  Others  relate 
ihat  two  yoong  Scythians,  being  in  full  purfuic 
of  an  heifer,  the  terrified  creature,  fwani  over 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  and  the  youths  immediately 
following  her,  found  themfelves  in  a  new 
world,  upon  the  oppofite  fliore.  Upon  their 
return,  they  did  not  fail  to  relate  the  wonders 
of  the  ftrange  lands  and  countries,  which  they 
had  difcovered.  Upon  their  information,  art  • 
hmumerable  body  of  Huns  paOed  thofc 
fireights,  and  meeting  firfi:  with  the  Goths^  . 
made  that  people  fly  before  them.  The  Goths 
ih  conftemation,  prefcntcd  themfelves  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  and,  with  a  fupplian& 
air,  entreated  the  Romans  to  allow  them  a  place 
of  refuge.  This  they  eafily  obtained  from^ 
Valens,  who  affigncd  them  fcveral  portions  of 
fend  in  Thrace,  but  left  them  dcftitute  of  alt 
needful  fupplies.  Stimulated,  therefore,  by 
hunger  and  rcfcntment,  ^hcy  foon  after  rofe 

again  ft 
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flgainft  their  protcdors,  and,  in  a  dreadful  eri« 
gagement,  which  was  fought  near  Adrianbplc^ 
they  dcftroycd  Valens  himfelf,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  his  army. 

It  was  in  this  maniier  the  Roman  armies 
grew  weaker ;  fo  that  the  emperors,  finding  xt 
difficulty  at  laft,  to  raife  levies  in  the  provinces, 
were  obliged  to  hire  one  body  of  barbarians  to 
oppofe  another.  This  expedient  had  its  ule  ii 
circumftances  of  immediate  danger :  but  wherf 
that  was  over,  the  Romans  found  it  was  as  dif- 
ficult to  rid  themfelves  of  their  new  allies,  bs 
of  their  former  enemies.  Thus  the  empire 
was  not  ruined  by  any  particular  invafion,  but 
funk  gradually  under  the  weight  of  fereral 
attacks  made  upon  it  on  every  fide.  When 
the  barbarians  had  wafted  one  province,  thofe 
who  fucceedcd  the  firft  fpoilcrs,  proceeded  oa 
to  another.  Their  devaftations  were  at  firft 
limitted  to  Thrace,  Myfia,  and  Panonia ;  but, 
when  thefe  countries  were  ruined,  they  deftroy- 
ed  Macedonia,  Theflaly  and  Greece ;  and  from 
thence  they  expatiated  to  Noricum.  The  em- 
pire was  in  this  manner  continually  (hrinking, 
and  Italy,  at  laft,  became  the  frontier  of  its 
own  dominion. 

The  valour  and  conduft  of  Theodofius,  in 
fome  meafure,  retarded  the  deftrudlion  that 
had  begun  in  the  times  of  Valens,  but  upon 
his  death  the  enemy  became  irrefiftible.     A 

large 
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Jtrgc  body  of  Goths  had  been  called  in  to  aflift 
the  regular  forces  of  the  empire,  under  the 
command  of  Alaric,  their  king;  but  what 
was  brought  in  to  ftop  the  univerfal  decline 
proved  the  moft  mortal  (lab  to  its  fecurit}', 
;  This  Gothic  prince,  who  is  rcprefcnted  as 
*  brave,  impetuous  and  enterprizing,  perceiving 
,  the  weakneis  of  the  ftate,  and  how  little  Arca- 
diusandHonorius,  the  fucceflbrs  of  Theodofius^ 
were  able  to  fecure  it ;  being  inftigated  alfo, 
ftill  further,  by  the  artifices  of  one  Rufinus, 
who  had  dcfigns  upon  the  throne  himfclf ;  this 
warlike  prince,  I  fay,  putting  himfclf  at  the 
Jicad  of  his  barbarous  forces,  declared  war 
againft  his  employers,  and  fought  the  armies 
of  the  empire  for  fome  years  with  various 
fuccefs.  However,  in  proportion  as  his  troops 
were  cut  off,  he  received  new  fupplies  from  his 
native  forefts^  and,  at  length,  putting  his 
mighty  dcfigns  in  execution,  pafled  the  Alps, 
and  poured  down,  like  a  torrent,  among  tho 
fruitful  vallies  of  Italy.  This  charming  region 
had  long  been  the  feat  of  indolence  and  fenfual 
delight ;  its  fields  were  now  turned  into  gar- 
dens of  pleafurej  that  only  fervcd  to  enervate 
the  poficffors  from  having  once  been  a  nurfcry 
of  military  ftrength,  that  fumithed  foldiers  for 
the  conqueft  of  mankind.  The  timid  inhabi- 
tants, therefore,  beheld,  with  terror,  a  dreadful 
enemy  ravaging  in  the  midft  of  their  country, 
Vol.  II.  Kk  while 
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while  their  wretched  emperor,  Honofius,  wlnf 
was  then  in  Ravenna,  ftill  only  fecmed  refolvtd 
to  keep  up  his  dignity,  and  to  refu(e  any  ac- 
commodation.     But  the  inhabitants  of  Rome 
felt  the  calamities  of  the  times  with  double 
aggravation.     This  great  city,    that  had  k>Dg 
fate  as  miftrels  of  the  world,  now  faw  herielf 
befieged  by  an  army  of  fierce  and  tenible  bar- 
barians ;  and  being  crowded  with  inhabitants, 
it  was  reduced,  by  the  extremities  of  peftilence 
and  famine,  to  a  mod  deplorable  fituation.    In 
this  extremity  the  fenate  difpatched  their  am- 
bafladors  to  Alarie,    defiring    him  cither  to 
grant  them  peace,  upon  reafonabte  terms,  or 
to  give  them  leave  to  fight  it  with  him,  in  the 
open  field.     To  this  meflage,  howevep,  the 
Gothic  monarch  only  replied,  with  a  burft  of . 
laughter.  That  thick  grafs  was  eaficr  cut  tkan 
thin:  implying,  that  their  troops^  when  cooped 
up  within  the  narrow  compafs  of  the  city,  would 
be  more  eafily  overcome,  than  when  drawn  out 
in  order  of  battle.     When  they  came  to  debate 
about  a  peace,  he  demanded  all  their  riches, 
and  all    their  flaves.     When    he    was  alked, 
If^hat  then  he  "jconld  leave  them'\    he  ftemly  re- 
plied, 7 bar  lives,     'I  hele  were  hard  conditions 
for  kich  a  celebrated  city  to  accept ;  but,  com- 
ytlkd  by  the  neceflity  of  the  times,  they  railed 
an  imnienfe  treafure,  both  by  taxation  and  by 
11  ripping  the  lieuthcn  temples  j    and  thus,  at 

feiiSth, 


THEEMPIREOFROME.  499 

lengthy  bought  oft  their  fierce  invader.  But 
this  was  but  a  temporary  removal  of  the  cala- 
mity ;  for  Alaric  now  finding  that  he  might 
become  mafler  of  Rome  whenever  he  thought 
proper,  returned  with  his  army,  a  fhort  time 
after;  prefled  it  more  clofely  than  he  had 
done  before,  and  at  lafl  took  it ;  but  whether 
by  force  or  ftratagem,  is  not  agreed  among  u.c.nfif 
Jhiftorians.  Thus,  that  city  which  for  ages  ^*  ^'  *'^" 
had  plundered  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  en- 
riched hcrfelf  with  the  fpoils  of  mankind ;  now 
felt,  in  turn,  the  fad  reverfe  of  fortune,  and 
fuftered  all  that  barbarity  could  inflid,  or  -  ^ 
patience  endure.  The  foldiers  had  free  liberty 
10  pillage  all  places  except  the  Chriftian 
churches  5  and,  in  the  midft  of  this  horrible 
defolation,  fo  great  was  the  reverence  of  thefc 
barbarians  for  our  holy  religion,  that  the  pagan 
Romans  found  fafety  in  applying  to  thofe  of 
the  Chriftian  perfuafion  for  protcftion.  This 
dreadful  devaftation  continued  for  three  days  ; 
and  unfpeakable  were  the  precious  monuments, 
both  of  art  and  learning,  tha:  funk  under  the 
fury  of  the  conquerors.  However,  there  were 
ftill  left  numberlcfs  traces  of  the  city's  former 
greatnefs  ;  fo  that  this  capture  feemed  raihcr 
a  corredion,  than  a  tocal  overthrow. 

But  the  Gothic  conquerors  of  the  Weft,  tho* 

th?y  had  fuffercd  Rome  to  furvive  its  firft  cap- 

ture,  now  found  how  eafy  it  was  to  become 
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niaftcrs  of  it  upon  any  other  occafion.  The 
extent  of  its  walls  had,  in  faft,  made  it  almoft 
impradicable  for  the  inhabitants  to  defend 
them ;  and,  as  it  was  fituated  in  a  plain,  it 
might  be  ftormed  without  much  difficulty, 
Befides  this,  no  fuccours  wqrc  to  be  expefted 
from  without ;  for  the  number  of  the  people 
was  fo  extremely  diminiflied,  that  the  emperon 
were  obliged  to  retire  to  Ravenna ;  a  place  fo 
fortified  by  nature,  that  they  could  be  fafe 
without  the  afliftance  of  an  army.  What 
Alaric,  thrrefore,  fpared,  Gefneric,  king  of  the 
Vandals,  not  long  after  contributed  to  deftroy  : 
his  mercilefs  foldiers,  for  fourteen  days  to- 
gether, ravaged  with  implacable  fury.  In  the 
midft  of  that  venerable  place.  Neither  private 
dwellings,  nor  public  buildings  ;  neither  fcx, 
nor  age,  nor  religion,  were  the  lead  protec- 
tion agjinft  their  lull  or  avarice. 

The  capital  of  the  empire  being  thus  ran- 
lacked  fcveral  times,  and  Italy  overrun  by  bar- 
barous invaders,  under  various  denominatioR.s 
from  the  remoteft  Ikirts  of  Europe;  the 
ueftern  emperors,  for  fomc  time,  continued  to 
hold  the  title  without  the  power  of  royalty. 
Honorius  lived  till  he  faw  himfelf  llripped  of 
the  grcareil  part  of  his  dominions  ;  his  capiul 
rakcn  hy  ihe  Goths ;  the  Huns  feized  ci 
Panonia  ;  rh<'  Alans,  Sucvi,  and  Vandals  efla- 
liiihcrd  ii^  Spain  i  iind  the  Burgundians  fettled 
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}n  Gaul,  where  the  Goths  alfo  fixed  tiKmfclves 
ar  :.\R.     After  fome  time,  the  inhabitants  of 
IloKic  alfo,  being  abandoned  by  their  princes, 
feebly  attempted  to  take  the  fupremc  power 
in:o  their  own  hands,     Armorica  and  Britain^ 
ieeing  themfclves  forfaken,  began  to  rcgulitc 
themfclves  by  their  own  laws.     Thus  the  power 
of  the  ftate  was  entirely  broken,  and  thofe  who 
aflumed  the  title  of  emperors,  only  encountered  . 
certain  deftruftion.     At  length,  even  the  very 
name  of  emperor  of  the  Weft  expired  upon  the 
abdication  of  Auguftulus;  andOdoacer,  general 
oftheHeruli,   aflumed  the  title  of  king  of  all 
Italy.  Such  was  the  end  of  this  great  empire,  that     ^ 
had  conquered  mankind  with  its  arms,  and  in- 
ftrufted  the  world  with  itswifdom  j  that  had  rifen 
by  temperance,  and  that  fell  by  luxury ;  that 
had  been  eftablilhed  by  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
that  funk  into  ruin  when  the  empire  was  become 
fo  cxtenfive,  that  a  Roman  citizen  was  but  an 
empty  name.     Its  final  diflblution  happened 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  years  after 
the  battle  of  Pharfalia^  an  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  after  the  removal  of  the  imperial  feat  to 
Conftantinople-,  and  four  hundred  and  fcventy* 
fix  after  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour. 
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J\  C  T I U  My    the  engagement .  there  between 

0£lavius  and  Antony  deicribed,  78* 
Adrian,   clefled  emperor,  338.     His  charader, 

and  endowments,  338—340,  341.    Vifiu  fevcral 

parts  of  the  empire,  343 — 347.     His  death,  35 1 . 
Agrippa  PosTHUMUs,put  to  death  by  Tiberius^ 

122. 
Agrippina,  her  chara£^er,  208.     Poifens  CIau<- 

dius,  212.     Diflentions  with  her  Ton,  217.    Her 

death,  223. 
Alaric,  invades  Italy,  497.     Lays  (lege  to,  and 

takes  the  city  of  Rome,  498,  499. 
Alexander,   fucceeds  Heliogabalus,   419.    His 

excellent   character  and  government,    ibid.  422. 

His  death,  424. 
Antony,  his  character,  29.     His  oration  to  the 

people,  32.     Oppofes  Odlavius,  36.-    Declared  an 

enemy  to  the  fiate,  and  an  army  fent  againft  bim, 

i8.  Unices  with  Odlavius  and  Lepidus,  39. 
)efeats  Brutus  and  CaAius,  56.  Difpofcth  of 
feveral  kingdoms,  6i.  Captivated  by  Cleopatra, 
63.  Marries  Odavia,  Auggftus  fifter,  66.  Gees 
againft  the  Parthians,  67.  Gives  Cleopatra  fevcral 
kingdoms,  72.  His  preparations  for  war  with 
Octavius,  7 5,  Defeated  at  Aftium,  79.  Returns 
to  Alexandria,  80.  Prepares  to  continue  the  war, 
82.  His  fleet  and  part  of  his  army  revolt  from 
him,  84*     His  deaths  86«**88. 
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Ai9T0NiNus  Pius,  his  charadier,  352.  His 
d.  d.n,  356. 

AQjJ£DUCT^<tliat  of  Claudius  defcribed,  192. 

Arius^  his  herefy  condemned  in  a  general  council, 
and  himfclf  haniibed,  486. 

Augustus,  (See  Oclavius.)  his  conduft  on  be- 
coming folely  pofleflcd  of  the  empire,  98.  His 
confultation  with  Agrippa  and  Maecenas,  joi^ 
His  deceit  and  artifice  to  fecure  himfeif  in  the 
empice,  1039 104.  Has  the  title  of  Auguftus,  with 
other  iionoufs,  conferred  on  him,  104.  iMakes 
feveral  edidts  to  fupprefs  corruption  in  the  fenate, 
105,  licentioufpefs  in  the  people,  and  for  feveral 
other  purpofes,  106,  107.  Other  inftances  of  hit 
good  government,  107 — 109-  Several  nations 
who  had  revolted  fubdued,  110,  iii.  His  do- 
meftic  troubles,  112 — ii4.  Has  twenty  prlvy- 
«counfellors  aifigned  him,  115.  His' death,  ii6. 
The  honours  paid  to  his  memory,  1 18. 

AuRELius,  M.  makes  L.  Vcrus  his  aflbciate,  ;^56. 
His  excellent  government,  359.  Defeats  the  Mar- 
comani  and  Quandi,  361,  362.  His  army  reliev- 
ed by  the  prayers  of  a  Chriftian  legion,  ?66. 
Avidius  Caffius  rebels  againft  him,  367.  Gees 
againft  the  Scythians,  373.     His  death,  375. 

AUR^XIAN.,  chofen  emperor  by  the  army,  4j6. 
His  chara^r,  457.  Defeats  and  takes  Zcnobia 
prifoner,  459.  inftances  of  his  juftice  and  good 
gQvermncntt  460.     His  death,  461. 


B. 

Britain,  the  emperor  Claudius  perfuaded  to  in- 
vade it  by  Bericus,  a  native,  193.  Revolts  uoder 
Nero,  238-  Subdued  byPaulinus,  239.  Entire- 
ly fubdued  and  civilized  by  Agricola,  302,  and 
by  him  iirft  difcovexed  to  be  an  ifland,  306. 
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Brutus,  confpires  againft  Caefar^  14.  Hit  chi« 
rader,  48.  Defeat  at  Phillippi,  and  death,  j6— 
59. 

Byzantium,  or  Constantinople,  jU  fitich 
tion  defcribed,  489. 


C* 

Caligula,  why  fo  called,  1 59.  Begins  his  rdgn 
well,  161.  His  cruelty  and  other  oionflrous 
enormities,  163 — 176.  His  expedition  into  Ger- 
many, 177.  A  confpiracy  formed  againft  him, 
182.     His  death,  186. 

Caracalla,  kills  Geta,  404.  His  other  cruel- 
ties and  extravagancies,  405^*408.  His  death, 
409. 

Car^actacus,  defeated  and  carried  to  Rome,  195. 

Car  us,  chofen  emperor  by  the  army,  468.  His 
death,  469. 

Cato,  retires  from  Pharfalia  to  Utica,  13.  His 
death,   15.     Character,  16. 

C^sAR,  Julius,  His  charafter,  i.  Purfues  Pom- 
pey  into  Egypt,  2.  His  atchicvcments  there,  7 — 8. 
Goes  againft  Pharnaces,  9.  Gains  an  eafy  viaory, 
10.  Goes  into  Africa,  11.  Defeats  Scipio,  13. 
Seturns  in  triumph  to  Rome,  17.  Goes  again 
into  Spain,  1 8.  Defeats  Pompey's  Tons  at  Munda, 
20.  His  return  to  Rome,  and  conduA  there, 
7.1 — 23.  A  confpiracy  formed  againft  him,  24. 
His  death,  27. 

Christiaxs,  a  fcvere  perfecution  of  them  under 
Nero,  231.  Domitian,  312.  Trajan,  331.  Au- 
rclius,  361.  Valerian,  448.  Edifts  iiTued  in  fa- 
vour of  them  by  Conftantine,  483 — 486. 

Ciceho,  M.  T.  profcribcd  and  murdered,  42,  43. 

Claudius,  proclaimed  emperor,  igo.     Begins  his 

reign  well,   igi.     Goes  into  Britain,  194"     Puts 

fcYcral  perfons  to  death,  198—201.     An  inftance 
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of  his  cruelty,  202.  Marries  Agrippina,  208. 
His  death,  212. 

Claudius,  Flavius,  his  excellent  cbaraftcr, 
atchievemcnts  and  death,  453 — 456. 

Cleopatra,  defcription  and  charader  of  her« 
5 — 71.  Flics  from  Actium,  and  is  followed  by 
>\ntony,  78.  Falls  into  the  power  of  Auguftus, 
88-     Her  interview  with  him,  91.     Her  death,  93. 

CoMMODUs,  fucceeds  Antonine,  376.  His  horrid 
cruelties  and  other  enormities,  377 — 381.  His 
death,  382. 

CoNsTANTiNE  THE  Grbat,  fuccecds  his  father^ 
480.  Converted  to  ChriAiinity,  482.  Defeats 
Licinius,  485.      Convenes  a  general  council   of 

^  bifhops,  486.  Puts  to  death  his  wife  and  fon, 
ibid.  Removes  the  feat  of  the  empire  to  Byzan* 
tium,  488,  489.  Divides  the  empire,  490.  His 
death  and  charader,  491. 

Const  antius,  Chlorus,  divides  the  empire  with 
Galerius,  476.     His  charader,  477.     Death,  478. 

Crbmutius,  CoRDUs,  defeats  the  malice  of  Ti- 
berius by  a  voluntary  death,  140. 


D. 

Dscius,  voted  by  the  fenate  not  inferior  to 
Trajan,  444.  Gains  a  great  vidory  over  the 
Goths,  but  is  afterwards  r;)uted  by  the  treachery 
of  his  general,  445.     His  death,  ibid. 

Dictator,  the  title  when  aboliflied,  105. 

DiocLESiAN,  his  defccnt  and  charader,  470. 
Subdues  the  Perfians,  472.  Perfecutes  the  Chrif- 
tians,  473.  Refigns  the  government,  474.  His 
death,  475. 

Domiti  AN,  the  good  beginning  of  his  rcign,  304* 
Soon  renders  himfelf  odious,  306.  Sevexal  nations 
invade  the  empire,  307,  308.  His  arrogance  and 
cruelties,  ibid. — 3 1 1.  A  confpiracy  formed  againft 
him,  314.    His  deaths  316. 
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1^  IDEN^,  fifty  thoufand  perfons  killed  by  the  Ail- 
ing of  an  amphitheatre  there,  144. 
FuciNUS,  defcriptionof  the  draining  this  lake,  I92, 


Galba,  declared  emperor  by  the  fcnate,  149.    It 

f governed  by  his  favourites,  257.  Adopts  Pifo  ID 
ucceed  him,  259.     His  death,  262. 

Galerius,  has  the  eafiern  parts  of  the  empire  for 
his  (hare  of  government,  476.     His'death,  479. 

Galienus*  his  defolute  conduA  when  chofen  em- 
peror, 450.  Names  of  the  thirty  tvrants,  who  pre- 
tended to  the  empire,  451.     His  aeath,  4C2. 

Gallus,  by  his  treachery  occafions  the  ickzt  of 
the  Roman  army,  445,  yet  is  declared  emperor 
by  the  furviving  part,  446.  Buys  a  peace  of  the 
Goths,  ibid.     His  character  and  death,  447. 

Gauls,  feveral  nations  of  them,  138.  Are  defeat- 
ed, ibid. 

German  I  cus,  his  charadler  and  atchievements 
in  Germany,  126 — 128.  The  provinces  of  Afit 
decreed  to  him,  132.  Goes  into  £gypt,  133. 
His  death,    135. 

Gladiators,  edi£ls  made  by  Auguftus  to  rc- 
ftrain  the  immoderate  exhibition  of  them,   io6- 

GoRDiAN,  he  with  his  fon  created  emperors,  431. 
Their  deaths,  434. 

GoRDiAN,  the  Younger,  his  charader,  439,  and 
death,  441* 

Goths,  invade  the  empire,  but  are  driven  back  by 
GoRDiAN,  440.  Make  another  invafion,  ^2. 
Are  defeated,  but  afterwards,  through  treacherj-, 
route  the  Roman  army,  415.     Oblige  the  Romans 

10 


INDEX. 

te  purchafe  a  peace,  446,  which  they  Toon  break, 
and  again  invade  the  empire,  ibid.  Renew  their 
inroads  under  Conftantine,  489.  Admitted  bj 
Valeria  into  Thrace,  495. 


H. 

Heliogabalus,    chofen    emperor,    4x4.      His 
'  fellies,  prodigality  and  cruelty,  ibid.— 416.    His 

dedth,  418. 
Herod  Aorippa.    Judea  reftored   to   him   by 

Claudius,  193. 


J. 

Jerusalem,  befleged  and  taken,  287—191. 
Jews,    revolt  under  Nero,   240;    Trajan,    332; 

Adrian,  346. 
Julia,  daughter  of  Auguftus.    Her  infamous  con« 

du£t,  113.     Banifhed  by  Auguftus,  114. 
Julian,  purchafeth  the  empire,  389.    His  death, 

393- 
Julius  Sabikus.  The  feverity  ufed  to  him,  293. 

Julius  Vindex,  revolts  from  Nero,   and  pro- 

:  claims  Galba  emperor,  243.     His  death,  246. 


.    L. 

LcPiDUS,  unites  with  Antony  and  OAavius,  39. 
Has  Spain  afligned  to  him  for  his  (hare  of  the 
triumvirate,  41.  In  a  new  divifion  of  the  empire, 
has  the  provinces  in  Africa,  66.  His  army  revolts 
to  0£tavius,  70. 

Li v  Y.  •  His  charaAer  as  an  hiftorian,  97. 

Long  IK  us,  put  to  death  by  Aurelian,  460. 

Luc  AN,  put  to  death  by  Neroi  237. 

•*'  •'  MACRZNUSt 
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M. 

Macrintts,   chDfen  eropcroTy   4x1.      His  ilc2tb| 

Maximian,  made  partner  in  the  empire  by  Dio- 
clefian,  471.  With  him  rcfigns  the  government^ 
474.     His  death,  475. 

M^CENAs.  His  advice  to  Auguftus,  joi. 

Maxim  IN,  His  perfon  and  character,  425 — 4?8. 
Cruelty,  419,  430.  The  provinces  of  Africa 
revolt,  and  create  Gordidn  emperor,  43  t,  which 
the  fennte  and  people  confiim,  432.  Marches 
with  his  army  towards  Rome,  433.    ii\%  death, 

437- 
Messalina.  Her  infamous  condud>  197^  202— 
204.     Her  death,  207. 


N. 

Narcissus,  procures  the  death  of  the  emprefs 
Meffajina,  204 — 2c6.  Being  profecuted  by  Agrip- 
pina  goes  into  voluntary  exile,  211.  His  death 
216. 

Kero,  marries  06iavia,  daughter  of  Claudius,  209. 
Proclaimed  emperor,  2«4.  The  excellency  of 
his  government  at  h: -1,  2:6.  Breaks  out  into  ex- 
travagancies,  2 1 9.  Marri<rs  Popp.ta,  wife  of  Oiho, 
220.  Puts  his  mother  to  death,  223.  Goes  into 
Greece,  227-  Returns  to  Rome,  228.  His  pa- 
lace dcfcribcd,  232.  Puts  great  numbers  to  death, 
234,  237,  24T,  242.  Defigns  againft  him  in 
Gaul,  243.  The  revolt  becomes  general,  240, 
His  dczth,  251. 

Nerva,  chofcn  emperor  by  the  fenate,  317.  His 
chnra*Slcr,  31H.  His  mild  and  good  government, 
319—322.     His  death,  323. 

OCTATIL'5, 
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O. 

OcTAVius,  claims  the  inheritance  of  bis  uncle 
J.  Caefar,  35.  His  chara^Stcr,  ibid.  Oppofed  in 
his  dedans  by  Anccmy,  36.  Joins  Antony  suit 
Lcpicius,  39.  1  he  fen^ite  confer  011  him  ablblute 
power,  40.  With  Antony  and  Lepidus  formi 
the  fecond  triumvirate,  41.  ^larches  with  Anr- 
tony  againil  the  coufpirators,  44.  War  com- 
menced between  him  and  Antony,  65.  Are  rc« 
concilcd,  and  divide  the  empire  between  them,  66. 
Deprives  Lepidus  of  his  (hare  in  the  triumvirate^ 
60.  His  preparations  agoinft  Antony,  75 — 77. 
Defeats  him  at  A6iium,  7<^*.  Goes  ngainft  him  to 
Alexandria,  83-  Puts  two  Tons  of  Cleopatra  t# 
death,  90.  Returns  to  Rome  in  triumph,  95. 
Sec  Augustus. 

OsTiA,  An  haven  made  there  by  Claudius,   192, 

OsTORius,  fucceeds  Plautus  in  the  govemnaent  of 
Britain,  194.     Defeats  Cara^acus,  195. 

Otho,    declared    emperor   by   the    foldiery,  261, 

Begins  his  reign  with  a  fignal  adt  of  clemency  and 
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Pertinax.  His charaaer,  383*  Proclaimed  em- 
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Petronius.  His  charaAer  and  death,  241. 

Philip,  declared  emperor  by  the  army  and 
fcnate,  441.     His  death,  443. 
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